[TuT ¢ mérKkum cepaoueM BBIIIEe]I U3 ITaJIaThI.

— W gero 3To g Tak pa3BoHOBAJICI? — IpobopMoTasl OH cebe oM HOC, Iaras 1o Kopumopy. — MHe
BCETO JIUIIIb HY2KHO JI0JI0KUTH 000 BCEM [1epBOCBSIIEHHUKY U JelaTh TO, YTO OH CKaxXeT.

— Hy, a Ha™ Kypa Teneps? — FOHa noBepHynack K CeTuHy. — Tak yXK IIOIYy4YUIOCh, YTO MEL
OKa3aIuch Tak Haneko oT foMa. KoHeuHOo, MHE He HyKHO HU 0 YEM AyMaTh, BeOb 5 IPOCTO CIIEOyIo 3a
ApuHOM...

— TTo3B0Ib MHE KO€-4YTO CIIPOCUTh, — mepebus eé CeTuH.

— ITa? — KOHa HemOHMMAIOIIEe IIOCMOTPENIa Ha HEeTo.

— IloyeMy THI pelIuia ciefoBaTh 3a APHHOM?

— Hy... aro...

CeTHH IPUCTaIbHO TOCMOTpeN Ha KOHY 1 mpomomku:

— ¢4 HUKaK He MOTY TOHSTh HU Tebs, HU Apuio. Bel 00e TBepauTe, 4TO ciuexnyeTe 3a ApuroM. Ho
noueMy? Y Apuu, KOHEUHO e, BCE Ha JIUIle HallicaHo, — OHa B0OUIack B Hero U 6eraeT 3a HUM II0
nsgtaM. Ho TeI-TO 3auem?

Opnako goroBopuTh CETUH He yCIell.

HOHa, CBEpPKad I''ia3aMu OT JI00OTIBITCTBA, BOCKIIMKHYJIA:

— Apusa? B Apuna? [la ny! Kak Takoe B03M0xHO0?! Heyxenu y Apuu ecth K HeMy 4uyBcTBa? OTKyna
THI 3Haenb, CeTuH? OHa Tebe caMa 00 3TOM cKa3asa? Pa3Be oHa CcrmocoOHA Ha TaKue Pa3roBOPHI?
Xors... OHa Befb TaKas Hepa3roBOpPUMBasi, MOXKET, I He€ 9T0 HopManbHOo! Ho ¢ Ipyro#t CTOPOHHL...
Heyxemnu 4yenoBek ¢ TaKUM JIeISHBIM CEPALEM MOXKeT BOT Tak IIPOCTO B3STh U IPU3HATHCS B CBOUX
gyBcTBax? CTpaHHO BCE 3TO... Tak 4To, Apus OelCTBUTENILHO CKa3asa, YTOo APUH eil HpaBUTCI?

— II-mopmoxpauTe... — CeTHH BCKUHYJ PYKH, OIIEJIOMJIEHHBINA €€ CJIOBECHBIM IIOTOKOM. — 41 TIPOCTO
CTIBIINIAJI, KAaK OHA CKa3aja, 4To 0e3 ApuHa XKUTh HE MOXKeET...

— Taxk 3T0 XKe omHO U TO XKe!

— Pa3zBe?

JItogu NerKo MOAAAal0TCS BIUSHUIO YYKUX SMOLUN.



FOHa c apoM Havaja pacluChIBaTh HECYIIECTBYIOIMI poMaH ApuHa u Apuu, a CEeTHH, TI0MaB Mof
BIMSHYE €€ 9HTy3ha3Ma, U BOBCe 3a0BUT 0 CBOUX BOIIPOCAX.

«OTnuuHO! — MEBICTIEHHO Bo3nuKoBasa FOHa. — [1nan "YBecTu pa3roBop B CTOpoHY" yhancs! Temeps
HY2KHO BHIUTPATh HEMHOTO BPEMEHU U IPUAYMaTh KaKyio-HUOYIb OTTOBOPKY».

Tak oHM U IPOOOITAIN HH O YEM [I0 TEeX IIOP, II0KAa KTO-TO HE OTKPHLI IBEPb.

— 3HayuT, u Apus ToXKe XKeHIMHa! A THl TOBOPHIIB, YTO APUH CYHATAET €€ CBOUM HeanoM?

— H-Hy... OH rOBOPUJI YTO-TO IOAOOGHOE. ..

— [Ila 1 BEM 0H ce051 COOTBETCTBYIOIIIE. ..

— Ha TypHUpE 0H CMOTpEN Ha ApuIo Tak, CJIOBHO IIOTEPSJI [OJIOBY...

Ha camowm mene, ato KOHa Onina B yoape, a CeTuHH IUIIb MOAOAKKBaJ, He 3Has, KaK €€ OCTAaHOBUTh.

B 9TOT MOMEHT pa3gancs XOMOOHBINA XKEeHCKHUH TOJI0C:

— O yéMm 3TO BHI TYyT OoNTaeTe?

— Xunuk!

— A, rocioxka Apus! Brl maBHO 371€Ch?

— TonpKo uTO mpHIUIa. B, BUIMMO, HE CIIBIIIAIN, KAaK S OTKPBIBajIa IBEPb, — 0€3Pa3IudHO
mpou3Hecsa Apus, TTIsIas Ha HUX.

Ona HEPBHO XUXWKHYJIA U 6pocnna Ha He€ MHOT03HAYUTEJIbHbIN B3rJIsAmd.

<>

Ha MraoBenue B rimasax ApI/II/I MEJIbKHYJIO YOUBJIEHHE, HO OHO TYT K€ MCYe3JI0.

Ona HaxMypHUJach U NOBepHYyIach K CeTUHy:

— Hy, Tak 4To TH pemun? ApuH cienyeT 3a ToOOU, Tak 4To Tebe peliaTh, Kyoa Mbl OTIIPABUMCS
[amblle.



— Hy... g...

CeTuH He TO 4TOOBI HE JyMaJs O CBOMX HaJIbHEHIINX MJTaHaX.

— 4 pemun oTrpaBUThCS B Mmepuio, — HaKOHel] IPOU3HEC oH, 6pocuB B3rysan Ha KOHy u Apuio.

— B MmMmnepuio? — rnasa FOHBL OKPYTIUIIUCE OT YAUBIIEHUS.

HMHepI/Ii{ lattanec. Ha aToM KOHTHHEHTe Obljla BCETO OO0Ha MMIIepHud, IT0O3TOMY JIIOON 0OBIYHO
Ha3bLIBA/IU €€ IIPpOCTO <<I/IM1'I€‘pI/IH>>, YTOOBI HE YTPYyZXKOaThb cebs1 TOJTHBIM Ha3BaHUEM.

— B momopocTy Mot oTel] MHOTO ITyTelecTBOBal. [0 JeCcsATH JIeT 5 faXke He 3HaJl, KaK OH BHITJISIOUT.
Korpa st mopmpoc, oH Havasn o0y4aTh MEHS UCKYCCTBY BlIafeHUs MEYOM U PacCKa3bIBasl 0 CBOUX
Iy TeIleCTBUSX.

Ha nunie CeTuHa mosiBUIach MeuTaTeIbHas yIb0Ka.

— Tak BOT, OH pacCKa3biBaJl MHE, YTO OMHAXKMOH T0OkBa B MMnepun. EMy 0c4acTIMBUIIOCH
BCTPETHUTH TaM 4YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIA OTKPEUT eMy Tla3a Ha UCKYCCTBO BIIAfeHUs aypol Meya.
HaBepHOe, 3TO CIy4YUIOCh, KOT{a OTIy OBIJIO YyTh OOJIbIE TPUALIATH.

Ceituac, u3-3a cnaBsl JJapuoca, Cepe6psiHOTO pPHIIAPS, OBIAIEBLIETO aypOi Meda B CTONb IOHOM
BO3pAcCTe, 9TO IIOMEPKJIO, OMHAKO B Te BpeMeHa oTel] CeTrHa CUUTAJICS TeHUEM.

— OrTel] TOBOPHIJI, UTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK — €TI0 eIUHCTBEHHBIN yunuTenb. He 3Hat0, JKUB U OH eIIE...

— 4 X004y HAWTH €T0 U OBNIAJETh HCKYCCTBOM BJIai€HUSA ME€4YOM, — TBépI[O HpOI/I3HéC CeTuH.

— A pa3Be 719 3TOTO HYKHO exaTh B MiMnepuio? — 6eccTpacTHO cripocusa Apus. — B KopoJieBcTBe
Cap0a3aH ToxKe HeMaJlo UCKYCHBIX phIlapen.

— He xouy moka3aThCsi BEICOKOMEPHBIM, HO... — CeTHUH rOBOPUJ TBEPOLIM I'OJIOCOM, — B 3TOU CTpaHe
HET HU OOHOTO MacTepa Meda. & He MOTY IIOCPaMHUTh UMs CBOETO OTIla, He OBJIafieB aypol Meya.

— THI TAK yBEPEH, UTO CMOXKEIIb CTaTh MAaCTEPOM Meda? — Apus roBOpUIIa BCE TEM XKe
6eccTpacTHEIM TOHOM, HO CETHHY €€ CJI0Ba I0Ka3aauCh HAaCMEIITKOH.

— He y3Haemsb, moka He nonpoOyeiib! — pe3ko oTBeTu1 CeTHH.

— Tl xo4ewb oTOMCTUTS [I11yTO, KOTa CTaHellb MacTepoM Meda? — CIipocusia Apus, TNsaasa Ha
IIOKPaCHEBIIIETO OT THEBA IOHOIIY.



— XBaTuT, {1 3HaIo, 0 YEM THI XOUelllb CKa3aTh, — HepeﬁI/IJ'I eé CeTuH, IHITASICh YCIIOKOUTBECA. —
YecTHO T'OBOps, IIaHCOB Y MEHA HUKAKHUX. A IIPEKPACHO 3TO IIOHKUMaAIO.

K Tomy BpeMeHH, KaK OH OBJafeeT aypoi Meyda, YEpHEIH phillapk [11yTO HOCTUTHET HEBUOAHHBIX
BEICOT.

— ITO BCE PaBHO, YTO MBITAThCS Pa3buTh KaMeHb siioM. OmHaKo... — Ha ry0ax CeTHHa MOSBUIACh
Jérkas ynbibKa, — MOM [OPOro# ApyT Kak-TO CKa3asl MHe, YTO B 9TOM MUpe ObIBAIOT ¥ KaMeHHEIe
dllla, ¥ XpynKue KaMHHU. f X049y BEPUTH B 3TO.

ApI/IH KHBHYJIQ, CJIOBHO BCE IIOHAJIa, U BEIIINIA U3 KOMHATHI.

— KaMenHoe 110 — 9TO BCETO JIUIITh KaMeHb 0BaJIbHOM (OpMEI, — OpOCHIIa OHA Ha IPoIlaHue,
3aKpeiBas 3a co00i iBephb. — Ero CcyTh OCTAaETCS HEM3MEHHOM.

— A rpge, KctaTu, Apun? — crupocuna lOHa, rnsaasa Ha nompadHesiero CeTuHa.

)%k

— I'me 1, 4€pT BO3bMHM, OKa3aJICsA? — MPOCTOHAN APHH, OTJISIIBIBASCh 110 CTOPOHAM.

On yBUIEIL KaKOH-TO HOJIO3pHTeHBHBIfI Impoxon, BeJZ[YI.T.IHﬁ B IIOOBAJI, X U3 T11000IBEITCTBA penniI
CIIYCTUTBCA BHHUS.

OH monro mIEN 1Mo KOPUAOopY, HO TaK HAYEro U He HallE.

BOprT [Iapujla KPOMEIIHAaA ThbMad, JIMIIb KOEe-Ioe MePIAJIX IIaPEl CBETA.

Pa3zouapoBanHbIl ApUH peIInI BEPHYTHCS, HO...

«A rOe BEIXOO?»

Oxasasnoch, 4To 110 IIyTH BHU3 KOPUOOP PA3BETBIIAJICA Ha OBa U TPU OTHEJILHEBIX ITPOXOOd.

«Hy BOT, 3a6myguncs», — yopy4€HHO IIogyMan ApuH.

— W 3audem ObIJIO fenaTh TaKOM 3allyTaHHBIN ITOfiBal? — IIPOBOPYAJ OH, IPOMOKas UATH BIIepen. —
Heyxenu Hemb3st OBIIO CeTaTh BCE MPOCTO U IMOHATHO? BOT ke IIoau...

C TouKu 3peHus OPaKoHa, XKUJIHIIA JTI0fiel, 0COOeHHO MBOPIEI M XPaMbl, ObIIM HEBEPOSTHO



3aIllyTaHHBIMHU.

JloroBa [IpaKOHOB OB YCTPOEHE! TOPA30 IPOIIE.

HpaKOHBI ObIIH OT'POMHEIMH, IIO3TOMY HX JIOTOBA IIPEACTABIIAIN coboit OT'POMHEI€E IIE€IIEePHI.

Bpsig mu KTO-TO cTas Ok COENUHSATh MeXIY Co00M HECKOIbKO TaKUX Teliep!

OOBIYHO K OJIHOfI 00JIBITION rnemiepe IMMpuMBIKaJI0 HECKOJIBEKO MAaJIEHBKHUX, B KOTOPEIE €0Bd MOT'
IIPOTHUCHYTLECA Y€JIOBEK.

HOQTOMy OOJIBIITUHCTBO OPaKOHOB 2KUJIM B «KOOHOKOMHATHBEIX KBAPTHUPAX».

K cyacThio, IpaKoHB! OBUIN MYOPBIMU CO3MAHUSIMHU U CUUTAIH, YTO UM JOCTATOYHO KPBILIU HaJ
ronoBou. [1059TOMy OHU AOBOILCTBOBAJIUCH TEM, YTO UMEIOT.

KoHeuHO, He BCEM 3TO HPABUIIOCH, HO BEIOOPA Y HUX HE OBLIO.

Kro, cipammBaeTcs, OymeT CTPOUTh UM JoMa?

Pa3Be uTo rHOMH U3 MMnepuu. OOBIYHEIM JTIOISIM TaKas 3afada Oblyia He 1o 3yOaM.

Ecnu OBl PakOHHBI KUJTHA B 3aMKaX, Kak JIIO[IM, TO BEPXYIIKU 3TUX 3aMKOB yXOauiu Obl B cTpaTtochepy,
a TIOBAJIEL TOCTUT AN OBl 3€MHOM MAHTHH.

Ho nmeHuBEIe IPAKOHEI U ITAIbLIeM O Iajiel] He yaapuiu 6bl, YTOOH IIOCTPOUTE cebe JoM.

— Kakas ke Hejenmas NIaHUPOBKA! — MIPOAOIKall BOpYaTh APHH.

Ho, ckonbko HHU BOPYH, a BEIXO[a 3TO HE HpI/I6J'[I/I}KaJ'IO.

— Cetun! Apus! FOna!

ApuH 3BaJI CBOUX ApPYy3el, HO HUKTO eMy He OTBeYasl. Y Hero yxke Hadanau 00JIeTh HOTH.

OH NIPUCTIOHUJICI K CTEHEe U IIPUCE]], YTOOL HEMHOTO IIEPEOXHYTh.

ApUH IIOTBITAJICS BOCCTAHOBUTH B IIAMSITH CBOM MapuUIPyT, HO...



«Huuero He IOMHIO».

OH 3alll€N CIUIIKOM JajieKO ¥ He MOT IIPOCTO B3SATh ¥ IIPEBPATUTHLCS B IPaKOHA.

Ha noBepxHOCTH OH OB IPOCTO IPoOuII cebe OOy HapyXKy, He oOpallas BHUMaHUS Ha
paspyuenus. (OTyasiHue BIafesbleB Pa3pPyIIeHHBIX TOMOB €ro OBl HUYYTh HE TPOHYJIO.)

OpHako ApuH CIyCTHUIICS TIy0OKO TIOf 3€MJTI0 II0 BUHTOBOM JIECTHHUIIE.

Ecyu oH celiuac MpeBPATUTCS, TO 3aCTPSIHET B 3TOM Y3KOM KOPHAOPE, KaK APAaKOHbs Kojbaca.

HpaBI/ITCH €My 9TO HUJIK HET, HO BbI6paTbCH OTCIOJa OH MOT' TOJIBKO ITEIIIKOM.

ApI/IH CO B310OXOM IIOOHSJICA Ha HOTH.

— Y, ecTb x0ueTcH...

)%k

Hpoumo He 3Hal0 CKOJIbBKO BPEMEHHU.

«QO! Caet!»

BHe3anHo ApuH 3aMeTHII BOajieKe TYCKIIBIN Oesbli CBET, MCXONUBILKY W3-3a IOBOPOTA. ITOT CBET
OTJIMYAJICS OT TOTO, YTO MU3JTy4YaIu LIapkl.

ApuH nobexas Ha CBeT.

OH cTaHOBUJICS BCE OMUXKe U OIuxKe.

Tob6exaB 10 UCTOYHUKA CBeTa, ApUH 00HAPYKUIT OBEPD.

9T0 OblTa MaCCUBHAS OBEPb, COeJIaHHas He U3 CTAaJIF, a U3 KaKOro-To I"OHY6OBaT01"O MeTaa. bensii
CBET IIPOCAYUBAJICA CKBO3b IIEJIb 100 OBEPLIO.

ApuH TOJHSJ TOJIOBY U YBU[IEN Ha ABEPU HAIUCh.

I peBHUM I3BIK, 3a0BITEIN JTIONBMHU, HO BCE €Ié UCIIONIb3yeMBIN IpakOHaMHU.



Pa3YMeeTCH, ApI/IH MOT €T0 ITPOYUTAaTh.

— 9? — YOUBNEHHO IPOTSAHYJ ApUH.

[KapceapuH me Pan]

Ero momHOEe uMsI, BEITPAaBHPOBAHHOE Ha OBEPH B 3TOM CTPAHHOM MECTE, 3a THICSIUM JIM OT JoMa?!

— Kak 0HO 37ech 0Ka3anoch? — HegoyMeBall OH.

ApuH TOTBITANICS HAUTH 3TOMY 00BSICHEHME, HO TIIETHO.

B Takux ClIy4asiX OH PYKOBOOCTBOBAJICA OJHHM IIPOCTBIM IIPDABUIIOM:

«HyKHO IPOCTO OTKPHITH ABEPH!»

Bemp, Kak U3BECTHO, YTOOBI HAMTH OTBET, HYKHO CHa4asla CTOJIKHYThCS C IIPOOIIeMOA.

ApuH IPOTSHY PYKY K IBEPHOU pyUKe.

—A?

Ho ero pyka nuib 6ecIyioTHO B3MeTHYIach B Bo3nyxe. Ha nBepu He OBITIO PYUYKHU.

ApuH Ha MTHOBEHUE PaCTePSIICs, HO OBICTPO B35 ce6s B PYKHU.

«A, s XKe 4uTall 0 TaKOM B MCTOPHUSX IIPO TepoeBn!»

B Takux ucTtopusix oBeph 6€3 PyYKM BCerya oOKa3hBajlach Maruyeckoi.

IIa ¥ CBeT, MPOCAaYMBaBIINNUCS U3-TI0M ABEPHU, ObIJT KAKMM-TO CTPAHHKIM.

«MO€ uMs, HallCaHHOe Ha APEeBHEM SI3bIKe, KOTOPHIM He 3HAIOT JIIOAH...» — APUH CaMOIOBOJIbHO
YNIBIOHYJICSL ¥ BHIKPUKHYIL:

— KapceapuH ne Pap!

Ho nBeps He 11e10XHY1aCh.



— Yrto? He paboTaeT? — 03amauyeHHO TpobopMOTan ApuH.

OH HayaJl OIIyIEIBaTh IBEPh, HadesCh HAaTH KaKoW-HUOYIb MeXaHU3M.

«CTtpaHHo. OOBIYHO B TaKUX CIIy4asix pasrafika HaXOOUTCS I'e-TO Ha ABepu. Heyxkenu BCE HACTOIBKO
CTapOMOIHO?»

Y4uTeIBas, 4TO A3BIKY OPEBHUX IPAKOHOB OBIIO OOJIbIIE TPEX THICSY JIET, OH BIIOJIHE MOT BBIMTH U3
MOIHL.

— Kapceapus, Kapceapus... — ApuH Ipoposkan 60pMoTaTh cede 1mog HOC, CJIOBHO IBITAsICh
BCIIOMHHUTD YTO-TO BazkHOE. — MOKeT OBITh, HY?KHO IMPOU3HECTH IPYTOe CJI0BO, IT0X0XKee Ha MOE
nMa? HeT, He To... 3mech Xe BCé HamucaHo 0e3 equHON OIINOKH.

OH ToJIKaJI IBEPH, TAHYT Ha ce0s, CTydan o Hew, HO BCE OBUIO TINeTHO. BHE3anmHO APUH IPOCHUSII:

— Al Touno! MoxeT OBIT, Hy2KHO Ha3BaTh CJI0BO, CBSI3aHHOE CO MHOM?

YBepeHHEIN B CBOEY IIpaBOTe, ApUH Havall BEIKPUKUBATh BCE CJI0BA, KOTOPLIE IPUXOOUTIU eMy B
TOJIOBY:

— Tlepoii! IOnOwa! I'eHuanbHb MeyHUK! HeBuHHBIN! YucTei! Hexueit! Mussii!

Ho mBepb mo-mpexkHeMy He JBUTaIach C MeCTa.

— Heyxenu u 3Ta gorajika oka3ajaach HEBEPHOH? — mpo6opMoTan ApuH.

KoHeuHo, maxe ecnmu OBl OH yrafa, OCTaBaJICs IIaHC, YTO BEIOPAHHOE CIIOBO OKAaXKEeTCSI HEBEPHEIM.
Ho mo aToro oH, pa3ymeeTcs, HE HOAYMaJCs.

Hakownell, ApuHY 9TO HaJ0eJj0, ¥ OH IIOJIOKHUJI PYKY Ha PYKOSITh Medya.

— Ila "y ero! Bruiomaro!

Meu HebGecHOTO IpakOHa C TPOMKUM CBUCTOM BHIJIETENT U3 HOXKEH.

— Ta-a-ak!
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