HperaCHa;{ JIyHHAsd HOYb. B T'YCTBIX 3apPOCIIIX 2Kajo0HO CTpEeKOTaJIn KY3HEYUKH.

Tpeck ropsuiero KocTpa corpeBasl IPOXIafHbli HOYHOU BO3AYX.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO UM IIPHUIIJIOCHE HOYEBATH IO OTKPLITEIM HeOoM, CIIaJioCh JOBOJIBHO KOM(l)OpTHO.

K ToMy Xke, meHb OBUI TAKUM U3HYPUTENIBHEIM, YTO, CTOUJIO UM IIpUJIeYb, KaK OHU TYT XKe
IIPOBAJIAJIUCE B TTTyOOKUM COH.

Y Bce ke, FOHa IpoCHYyIach MOCPEON HOYH.

«YepT, 5 IPOCHYJAck OT T'OJIofa...»

I/I3HypHTeHBHBIIZ OEHb OBLI HE TOJIBKO NU3HYPUTEJIBHBIM, HO ¥ T'OJIOOHBIM.

OHu He eNx yKe HEeCKOJIbKO 4acoB, C TeX IOP Kak 0exKajy U3 pylLIalleicsl apeHsl, 06JIMBasCh IIOTOM U
KPOBBIO.

Yppp...

Ee XKeJIyOooK yp4dal TakK 'POMKO, 9TO 3arjiyliajl JaXe CTPEKOT Ky3HEYHNKOB.

«Ho enpl-TO BCe paBHO HET».

FOHa mokpacHesa ¥ TepeBepHyIach Ha APyroi 6oK.

W TyT ee B3I BCTPETHUIICS C IIMPOKO PACIaXHYTHIMU I'Ta3aMu ApuHa.

— Tl TOKe IPOCHYJICS OT Tonoxa, ApuH?

— A THI, FOHA?

Onu o0a B3OOXHYIIX U IIOOHAJIA T'OJIOBEI.

Y TyT 3amMeTunu, 4To Apusi ToxKe He CIIUT U C 6e3pa3IMYHEIM BUIOM IIOTUPAET ypUalluil XKUBOT.

— Tax He nougeT! — ApUH PEUINTENIbHO BCKOYMII Ha HOTH. — HyXHO 4TO-HUOYIb MOMMAaTh!



— ToI cobpancs 0XOTUTBLCS MTOCpeny HOUu?

— Ara.

HOHa ¢ HegJoyMeHHneM IIOCMOTPeEeJIa Ha ApI/IHa.

Ecmu 6Bl 0x0Ta OblJTa TAKMM IIPOCTHIM [IEJIOM, TO B MHUPe He ObII0 OBl IOJI0JAOIINX.

«OH TOJIBKO 3PS MOTPATHUT CHUIILL U ellle OOJIbIe MPOroI0HaeTCs. .. »

Ho ApuH yXe ucdes B jiecy, ckuMas B pyke Meu HebecHoro [IpakoHa.

[ToucTuHe, MEPBLIM B HUCTOPUM IPAKOHOB Oerelr!

Ero pemuTenbHOCTh IPEBOCXOMINUIIA BCE MBICTTUMEIE TIPEMeh!

... 2Kanp, 4TO OH HUKOra He AOyMaJl O IIOCJIEOCTBUAX.

— Aaaaaa!

Bckope u3 neca moHeCCs CTpaHHBIM KPUK.

9T0 OB TOSTOC ApHHA.

— OH no1men Ha 0XOTY ¥ KPUYUT Ha BeCh jiec... — KOHa moKadasa rojioBol ¥ I0CMOTpesia Ha ApHio.
— HaBepHoe, HUYero He nmouMarn?

— HaBepHoe, — GeccTpacTHO 0TBeTUIa ApUsi, KUBHYB.

Ho ouu omwubanmucs.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BPEMS B JIECY BCIIBIXHYJI KPACHBIM CBET, U ApUH BEPHYJICA C ABYMS IIOAKapEHHBIMU
Kponukamu!

— Bay! — FOHa, BCKOYMB Ha HOTH, OPOCHIIach K HEMY.

«Heyxkenu oH morMas KponukoB? [a erre Tak ORICTPO?»

— Kak TrI 9TO crenan? — CIpocuia OHa.



— 4 ckazan KpPOJIMKaM, YTOOBLI OHH IIPUIIIA KO MHE.

— W oHm npumm?

— Ara.

ApUH HaxXMypUJICH.

— OOBIYHO KO MHE IIPUXOST OPKHU UJIU TPOJIIHU... MOXKeT, IOTOMY 4YTO s B YeloBedyeckoM Teje? OgHu
KPOJIUKY, — IIPOBOPYAJ OH.

—A..

HOHa HakoHeIl [TOHSIa, B YeM AeO.

«CTpax mpakoHa».

PeB mpakoHa, CIIOCOOHKIH TOTYMHUTD JTI000€ CyInecTBo. C ero IOMOIIBI0 IPAKOHBI TIOAYUHSIN cebe
MOHCTPOB, OOHMTABUINX Ha UX TEPPUTOPHUH.

Haxe cnaOblii peB AprHa MOT MMOAYUHUTD KPOJITUKOB.

«Bce-Taku OpaKOH €CTh IPaKOH».

HWcnonmb30BaTh OpeBHIO cuity «CTpax fApakoHa», YTOOH IOWMaTh Mapy KPOJIMKOB... APYTHUe APAaKOHHI
IPUIIH OBl B y2Kac OT TAKOT0 CBATOTATCTBA. Ho AprHa 3TO He BOJHOBAJIO.

— Taxk, a KaK uX ecTn?

— Ceiiuac Bce 6ymet! — FOHa 3acusina.

OHa OBICTPO TIOPHITIACH B CBOEHM MaHTUM U [[OCTaJla KMHXKAJI, IIaMITyPHl ¥ HECKOJIBKO Oy THITIOUEK CO
CIIeIUSIMHU.

— HOHa...

— Ia, Apun?

— TBost MaHTHS TOYHO Bonie6Hast, — ApUH CHOBa YOEOUICS B 9TOM.



— Axa-xa, — lOna pacCMedilaChb U IIPUHAJIACh 3a AeJIO.

OHa 710BKO Hacafiuia KPOJIMKOB Ha IIAMITYPHI, OIIXIIaNa UX, BHIIOTPOIIXIIA U, TIOCOJIUB U TIOTIEPYUB,
TI0JIOXKHKJIa Ha YTJIU, MeJIEHHO Bpalasi.

— Hwuyero cebe, kakas Thl ObIcTpast!

OHa cpenarna Bce 3TO MeHbIIle, YeM 3a TPUOATh CEeKyHA!

ApI/IH IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee C IIOO03PEHUEM. MoxeT, OHa He Mar, a l'IOBap?

HaxkoHel1, KpOJIHUKY MOOXKaPUIIHCh.

— Ewp, ApuH.

— Ara!

ApI/IH, CXBAaTHUB KPOJIMKa 3a 3aJHIOI0 JIally, C alllleTUTOM Ha4all €ro I'PBI3Th.

— Mwmwm, FOHAQ, THI OTIMYHO T'OTOBHUIIL!

OHa, 3aHsTas noegaHueM KPOJIMKa, He YCJIbINIajia €r0 IIOXBaJlbl.

OHHU ¢ KaTHOCTHIO yIijeTalld KPOJIMKOB. ApI/Iﬂ, XOTb ¥ He MOKa3kIBajia CBOUX SMOIIMH, HO I'PEBI3JIa
KOCTH C TaKUM OCTEPBEHEHHUEM, YTO OBLTIO SICHO — OHA OYEHb rojiIogHa.

— O%, KaK X)e BKYCHO!

— Tenepb MO2KHO H IIOCIIaTh, — CBITHIE U NOBOJIBHEIE, ApI/IH u FOHa YJEerjiuch Ha ofediia.

— Otpam octaTtku CeTuHy yTpoM. OH, HAaBEPHOE, TOXE TOJIOTHBIN.

ApI/IH, KaK UCTUHHBIN OPaKOH, BCIIOMHHUII O ApyTe, TOJIbKO KOT'la CaM HaeJICAd OO OTBajla.

— Torpa g 3aBepHY UX B JIUCThsI, — KOHA aKKypaTHO yllaKoBaja OCTaTKu. — Teneps MOXKHO U



rmocraTh, ApuH.

— Ara... OBITIO 0YEHb BKYCHO...

CHITHIN XKeJIynooK KJIIOHHUII KO CHY. ApI/IH, 3aKyTaBIIXCh B O1€AJI0, Ha4aJl MUPHO IIOCAIIbIBATh.

— MmMM... KPOJIUKHU... BKYCHEIE...

Cyns mo ToMy, Kak OH 00/TM3bIBasl I'yOs], eMy U IIpaBa IIOHPABUIIOCH.

— AXa-xa... — ruaas Ha Hero, FOHa 3a0blna mpo CBO#M CTpax.

— CHoKOMHOM HOYM, MUJIBIM IPAaKOHYUK, — C YIBIOKOM IIpOIIenTasa OHa U 3aKphlla I'1a3a.

)%k

— Axa-xa-xa!

[TepBBIM meI0M, BEIOPABIIKMCH U3 Ofiesiia, CeTHH MMOCMOTPEN Ha ApuHa U Pa3pas3niICs XOXOTOM.

— Tl yero? — HaCTOPOXKUJICSA APUH. — YOapuscs rojioBoOu, 4To Iu?

— ApuH, TH, HaBePHOE, ellle He CMOTPeN Ha cebs B 3epKajio? — CKBO3b cMex mmporoBopun CetnH. — {1
BCErMa 3HaJl, YTO Thl XOPOIIEHbKU, HO He 3HAJ, YTO Tebe Tak UIeT XKEeHCKas omexkna. Moxer,
HaKpacHuIlIbCs ele?

— 9M... Hy... 3TO0 ofexkpa FOHHL... — ApuH 03aflauyeHHO OTJIsiAes cels.

B otnuyune ot JOPOZKHOI'0 KOCTIOMa, KOTOprﬁ €My KYIIUII CeTuH, Ha HEM OBITIH KOPOTKHE IIOPTEI C
OIMHHOM, CTPYﬂHlefICH TKAHBIO C3aHY, d Ha I'PyOX KPaCOBAJICA MU JTBIA KpaCHbIIZ OaHTHK.

970 OBIJIa HACTOSIIAS XKEeHCKAsa omexa.

[Ipo6ema 3akyodanach B TOM, YTO 3a BCIO CBOIO XKM3Hb ADHH HOCHUJI 00JIbIIle KEHCKOH OeXKIHl, 4eM
MYKCKOH.

Korpa ero IIpoaalini B pa6CTBO, Ha HET0 Halelnn KPACHUBYIO ONeXKTY, YTOOBI IIOJIY4YHUTH 3a HETO Ooblme
JeHer — a KOrga OH OB HpHHHeCCOﬁ, TO IIepeMepPusl BCEBO3SMO2KHEIE IIJIAThA...



[TosTomy oH 6e3 KonebaHui Hamesn ogexay FOHEL

Ho, cyns o peakuuu CeTuHa, Haf HUM, II0X0XKeE, CMESIJIUCH.

— 41 cTpaHHO BHITTIAXKY?

— Hy... He To 4uTOOH cTpaHHO. Tebe umer.

BoT 3T0-TO 1 OBLIO TPOOIEMOH.

— Kaxk ThI Bo0GI11e MOXKEIIIb HOCUThL KEHCKYI0 0fexXmy?!

I'naps Ha cMetomierocst CeTuHa, ApUH ITOYYBCTBOBAI Ce0s1 YHUKEHHBIM.

— IIpekpatu cMesaThC!

— Hy d KaK He CMEesAThCS, I'IIA04A Ha IIaPHA B 2KEHCKOM mnaTee?

— JTo 3TOro HUKTO Haf0 MHOU He CMescs!

Y npaBma, ApyH B XKE€HCKOM IIJIaThe BHITJISAOEN Haxe Jydllne, 4eM OOJbIINHCTBO [AEeBYIIEK, TaK YTO
HEYIUBUTEIIBHO, YTO IO 3TOTO HUKTO HE CMESJICS Haf HUM.

Ho CetuH OB €ro coCcemoM 1o KOMHATe U HaXke MEBUICS C HUM B OOHOU OaHe.

— E1me cMmelsee 0TTOTo, 4To Tebe umeT.

— Bce, GosbInie He OyOy 3TO HOCHUTD.

— A B yeM THI coOpaJica XoOuTh? — BMeIIanach FOHa. — ¥ Tebd e HET OPyroil Ofeksl!

— Hy... noa...

— HyXHO0 HallTH IepeBHIO U KYIIUTh MHE HOPMAJIbHYI0 OfIeKy, — APWH TBEPHO PELIUN CAeNaTh 3TO
IIPY TIEPBOY K€ BO3MOZKHOCTH.

— Kcrarty, a rge Me1? — CeTuH ornsgencd. — [loyemy 4 B ecy?



— HWpem Tyma, — FOHa yka3aja Ha X0nM. — YBupuinb Kexunan. Ho mpurotoBscs. 3penuiie He U3
MIPUATHBIX.

— A, 3TO BHI HaC CIIaCJIU TOTfA... Ha TypHUpe... — CeTUH HakKoHel] 3aMmeTun FOHy.

— IOna YakpaHaku, — pefcTaBuiiach oHa. — Yuych B Akagemuu Maruu lllanxapm.

— CetuH CapacHeliH, — 0TBeTUJI CeTUH. — MBI C 3TUM THUIIOM Y4YUMCSI B AKaJleMUU pPhIapCTBa.

— A ee THI 3Haeus, — KOHa yKa3aia Ha Apuio, KOTOpasi CTOsI/Ia, CKPECTUB PYKU Ha TPYOH,
00JIOKOTUBIIKCH Ha JepeB0. — BEI 3Ke cpaXasnuch Ha TypHUPE.

CetuH, yBuneB Apuio, B yKace OTIIATHYJICH.

Al

Ho 6ricTpo B3si11 ce6s1 B PYKH.

Y Hee He 65110 C COOOM ee OTrPOMHOTI'0 Marn4eCckoro mMmeda. Pa3 ee cuja ucxonuna OT Meyda, To 0e3
HEero OHa He IIPpeaCTaBlidlla O0IBIIION YI'DO3HI.

«K ToMy ke, 10X0%Ke, YTO OHa caMa Obla JKepTBOI».

Ho Bce xe paCCJ'Ia6J'I5{TBCH OBLII0 paHo.

— Tl KMBaA? — C HACTOPOXKEHHOCTHIO cupocui CeTuH. — [10X03Ke, TH ITOJTHOCTHIO UCILIEINIIACh.

— Ila, 51 XuBa, — 6ECCTPACTHO OTBETUIA ApHS.

YTOOHI TOHSTh, YTO MIPOU30ILJIO, HY2KHO OBIJIO C Hell ITIOTOBOPUTS.

Ho ceftuac Gy gefa moBaxHee.

— 4 nogaUMyCh Ha X011M. CKOPO BEPHYCh.



MeTeopUTHBIN 00K /b, 0OPYIIUBIINNCS HA TOPO, BCE eIlle CTOSIJI Y Hero mepeq ria3aMu.

— Hapetocs, Akapemus Illaiixapn yienena... — mpo6opmoTain CeTuH, B30Upasch Ha XOIM.

— Yepr...

Bckope oH mo6pascs [0 BEePIIMHE U YBUAET PACKUHYBIIUUCS Y TOTHOXKUS X0IMa KexumaH.

Y Hero IIepexBaTUIIO ObIXaHHUeE.

OH cpa3sy MoH4J, YTO CIyuunock ¢ Akagemueii [lavixapn,.

— Ee Gognrimre HeT.

KexumaH, cTonuiia KoposieBcTBa Pubelis, mpolBeTaBIas Ha MPOTSIKEHUH TPEXCOT JIET, IIPeBPaTUiIach
B PYUHHIL.

IBop1IbI, mOMA, 3HaHus — BCe OBII0 paspyiieHo. XpaMHbl ¥ JoMa ObITA HATTOIOBUHY Pa3pyIIeHH.

OrpoMHbIe KpaTepsl, 3USIONIMe TOBCIONY, KPaCHOPEUYHUBO CBUIETEILCTBOBAJIM O BUepallHen
Tparefuu.

CeTuH MoOJ4a CTOSII, TIA0s Ha OBIMAITAECT PYUHEL.

— Boxke Mmo1i...

)%k

CeTuH, CIIYCTUBIIHNCH C XOJIMaA, AOJITO HE MOT HprITPI B ce0s.

— W 4To0 Temeps menaTh? — MPoOOPMOTAI OH, Joefasi KpoauKa, KOTOPOro He Joerr ApuH.

KOna xortena IIPUCOEOINHUTHCSA K HUM.

Akapemus Illatixapn Oblyia pa3pylleHa, ¥ e Hekyga Ovio uatTu. OHa X0Tesla 0CTaThCA C HUMH, IT0Ka



He PEIINT, YTO [eJIaTh HaJlblle.

CeTHH IIOHUMAJI ee.

Pop CapacHelHOB OBITT HOBOJIBHO BIUSTENbHEIM. FOHE, MPOCTOM OeBYINKe, He XOTeJI0Ch YIyCKaTh
Tako manc. [Ja u CeTuH He GBI TPOTUB €e KOMIIaHUH. Takas cuiibHas BojmeOHuIla, Kak FOHa, Oblia
OLI UM O4YeHb II0JIe3Ha.

Apwusi, pa3opBaB CBsI3b ¢ ['aCcTepOM, TIONHOCTHIO HOBepuiach CEeTHUHY.

CeTuH U3HAYaIbHO He coOupascs ee 6POCaTs.

OH y3HaJ ee UCTOPHUIO U MOHSJI, YTO OHA He Bpar. K ToMy e, oHa Gbllla TJIaBHEIM CBHIETENIEM
IIPeCTYIUIeHu KoposeBcTBa Kapcens.

— W gto Oymem menath, Cetun? A? Yto menaTh? — ApHH, KaK 00BIYHO, HE MOT NIPEAJIOKUTh HUUETo
OenbHOrO.

HOSTOMy, X0o4elllb HE X04ellb, pelIeHne 0CTaBaJIOCh 3a CeTtuHOM.

— locnioguu AcnaH ceiidac B KoposieBcTBe Cap6a3aH. Kak Thl fymaenib, Apun?

— O yem?

— Akapemus lllavixapn pa3pyllieHa, CTONIUIA B pyUHaX...

Y Hux OBIJIO OBa BapuaHTa:

— Mgzl MmOXKEM BEPHYTLCA B MOU OOM, UJH OTIIPaBUTLHCA Ha IIOMCKHU TBOETO OTIIA.

— OTtna?

— Tr1 uTO, mpreMHEBIN? [IoYyeMy THl TOBOPUIIL O rOCIIOAuHE AcjiaHe, KaK 0 IIOCTOPOHHEM?

ApuH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO OH — «HAeMHUK», KOToporo Peik otnpaBun B Akagemuio [llaiixapn c
CEKPETHOU «MUCCUEN».



«YeprT, s coBceM 3abrin 00 aToM! UTo Ke menmaTs?»

Ho, KaK u Bcerfia, OH He CTaJl [OJIT0 Pa3TyMbIBaTh.

«A, Oympb uTO OymeT!»

— ApuH, IpPOCTH, HO, IIOXKAJIYX, HAM JIy4llle BEPHYThCA B MOU 0M, — CKa3aJl CeTuH, yKXe IPUHAB
penenne. — Ceidac y Hac HU rpoina 3a gyuoi. Capba3aH CIUIIKOM Hajeko, YTOOH exaTh Tyha 0e3
neHer. A BOT o 3eMenib CapacHEHOB PYKOU MTOAATh.

— ITonmHOCTRIO cormaceH!

— [I-npaBga? Hy... xopoto.

Pemenue 0110 IIPUHATO, ¥ OHU IIOTYIINIIN KOCTEP, IOJHNMAsACh Ha HOT'H.

— Torpa BepHeMcs B Kexunan, — cka3an CeTuH.

— A? Pa3Be MHI He B TBOM JOM HeM? 3aUyeM HaM Ty[a BO3BpalllaThCA? — YOUBUJIICSA APUH.

— Ceniuac HaM HY2KHO BEPHYTLECHA, — OTBETHJIA 34 Ceruna lOna. — KexumnaH B PyunHAaX, HO, BOSBMOXKHO,
KOMY-TO HY2KHa Hallld IIOMOIIIE. K TOMY K€, KaK ThI CKa3adJl, Y HaC HET HHU I'POIIid.

— Ila, HAM HYKHHI IeHbI'M, — APUH, KOTOPHIi [0 9TOT'0 He IIPOSIBIIS] HUKAKOT0 UHTepeca K IIOMOIIH
IOPYTHUM, CPa3y OXKUBUJICS, YCIIBIIIAB PO TEHBTH.

— Mory 1 51 MOKa3aThCs JIIOASM Ha I'1a3a? — BAPYT CIIpocuia Apus, KOTOpas Bce 3TO BpeMs MOI4a
CNylaja UX pasroBop.

Cetun u FOHa 3aMsAIHUCh.

OHu 006 3TOM He ITOIyMaJIH.

Apus Bcero fieHb Ha3ap yousna Koposs Pubelifa, ycTpouna KpoBaByio 00iHIO Ha apeHe U KOCBEHHO
BMHOBHA B pa3pymeHuu Kexumnana.

KoneuHo, oHa OBlla BCET0 JIUIIb MENIKOM B pyKax ['acTepa, HO pa3Be JIIOOU CTaHYT B 3TOM
pasbupartbcs? [laxke Cetun u FOHa, 3HaBIIKE IIPaBMY, BCE €llle OTHOCUIIHUCH K Hell C IIOJ03peHUEM.



— [la, O6ymeT mpobiema, eciy TeOsT y3HAIOT.

— Torpa Apum nydiie oCTaTbCs 30€ECh...

— He gymato, yTto aT0 6ymet nmpobnemoii, CeTuH, — BMeInaacs ApuH.

— He Oynet npobmemoi?

— Bce, KTO 3Ha ee B JIUIO, YK€ MEPTBHL.

— Ila ¥ BpsI[I K KTO-TO 3aIIOMHIJI, KaK OHA BHTJISOUT. Bce IIOMHST TOJIBKO €€ OTPOMHBIN Med, —
no0aBui ApuH.

— XM... ¥ IpaBpa...

CetuH 1 IOHa 3agyManucs.

nu IIpaBaa, OHU CaMH €€ €IBa IIOMHUIIN.

Ee ruranTckuii Me4 IIPUTATHUBAJI BCE B3TJIAOBI, TdK YTO €€ JIMIO He OTJIOZKHUJIOCh Y HUX B IIaMATH.

— Ecnu oHa HaKMHET Ha T'OJIOBY KaIIIOIIIOH, TO €€ HUKTO HE y3HAEeT. U ato He GYJIGT BRITTIAOETH
CTPaHHO. ITocne METEOPUTHOI'0 HOXKIOA Be3Ie ITblJIb, — CKa3all ApI/IH

KoHeuHO, 3T0 OBIJIO He caMoe HaflexkKHOoe PellleHre, HO BO3PA3UTh ObIIO HeYero.

— ApuH...

—A?

— Te1, OKa3bIBaeTCS, YMHBINA, — CETHH C YOUBJIEHHEM IIOCMOTPEeIT Ha Apyra.

— 4 Bcerpa 6blT yMHBIM!

— JlapgHo, momy yke, — CETUH YCMEXHYJICS, TTsAd Ha BO3MYLIEHHOTO ApHHa.
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