IecsiTKM OTHEHHBIX MITUL] KPYXKUIX BOKPYT ApHWHA, U3/Iy4as CUJIbHBIN Xap. Kaxmas u3 Hux obnamana
MOIITbI0, CDABHUMOM C OTHEHHEIM IIapoM.

— XBaTtuT, ApuH, — cKa3ajl CeTuH, IPUKPHIBAs JIUI0 PYKOU.

— A KaK XKe canamMaHApPHI? — CIPOCUIT ApHH.

— U aToro gocratouro, — oTBeTusI CeTHH.

ApI/IH TYT XK€ Pa3BedJl 3aKJIMHAaHHUE. OrHeHHBIE TITUIH HCYE3IM TaK XK€ BHE3AIIHO, KaK U MOSBUINCE.

— XopoIro, ufieM fasnblile, — PEUIUTEeabHO 3asBun CeTuH.

— A pasBe MHI He COOMPAIUCh? — YOUBUICS APUH.

— TH ke IIoTpaTuiia BCe 3empsl — BO3MYTHIICA CeTuH. — HOpMaHBHBIe MyTEeeCTBEHHUKHN HE
OTIIPABIIAIOTCA B OIIaCHBIN IIyThb 0e3 IIOATOTOBKH.

HopManbHBIE TyTENIeCTBEHHUKY BOOOIIe He B3siu Obl ApuHa ¢ co60, HO g0 9Toro CeTuH mokKa He
OOoyMarCs.

ApuH He 00paTHJI BHUMaHUS Ha €To CJIOBa.

— 3HA4uUT, UAEM? — MEPECIIPOCHUIT OH.

He Tepss 6putensHocT, CeTUH U APUH NIPOMOJIXKAIN CBOU IYTh.

K cyacTrhio, mocne HamageHus KpI/IJ'IJ'I-l"O6J'II/IHOB UM OOJIbIIIEe He BCTpEYalluCb MOHCTDPHI. Taxk 49TO Yy HUX
IMOABUIIOCH BpeMs OJIsd CIIOKOMHBIX pa3roBoOpoB.

— ApuH, KaK Tl HQy4YUJICI Maruu OyXoB? — cIpocuil CeTuH.

— MHe ee nopmapun gsaasa OroHb, — OTBETUIT APUH.

CeTuH, Kak ¥ ofo06aso ChHy rpada, MHOTO YuTaj. Tak 4TO OH IPUMEPHO IPeCcTaBsn cebe, Kak
00y4aTCs Maruy JyXOB.



<<HaBepHoe, OH TaK OITMCEIBAET TO, KaK IIOJIYUHJI MarndeCKue CIIOCOOHOCTH OT OTHSI».

Ila u 4ero ele 0xXugaTh 0T ApuHa?

«HeBaxHO0, KTO eMy ee mofapui», — nogymain CeTUH U 3afajl CIefyIouui Bopoc: — A TI0YeMy TH
CTECHSIEeIIbCS MaTuy IyXOB?

— IloToMy 4TO 1 X04y CTaTh repoeM! — ropgo 3asBuil ApuH.

— ...I'epoeM? — nepecmnpocun CeTuH.

Cnepytomue cioBa ApuHa OBIJTM HacTOJIbKO abcyprHbl, 4To CeTHH faXe 3a0blI IIPO CBOM
IIpeObIAYIINT BOIIPOC.

— I'epoeM U3 TeTCKUX CKa30K?

ApuH noxar njae4yamu.

— A 4TO He Tak”?

— T®I XOTH 3HaeIb, YeM 3aHUMAIOTCS Tepou? — cupocun CeTuH.

— Onu nobexpaioT Koponst [leMOHOB, cllacaioT IIPUHIIECCY, XKEHSATCS Ha HEW, CTAHOBSITCS
3HaMEHUTHIMU U XKUBYT AOJITO ¥ CYAaCTIIMBO, — OTBETUJI ApUH.

— lla, TeI IIpaB... BeéCbMa JIaKOHUYHOE OIIuCaHue, — HpO60pMOTaJ'I CetuH.

EMy X0Te10ch BO3pa3uTh, HO OH PEIINJI IPOMOJTYaTh.

— M Kak Xe THI X04eIllb UM CTaTh? — CIIPDOCHUII OH.

— CHauarsa g Hay4yCh CpaXaTbCs Ha MedaX, I0TOM co0epy KOMaHAy, Halify IeTeHJapHbIl Med, a
notoM yosto Kopons J1eMoHOB!

ApwuH, 3amMeTuB, 4T0 CETHH CMOTPUT Ha HETO C HEIOYMEHUEM, CIIPOCHIT:

— Yro? THl TOXKe X0Yellb TPUCOEANHUTELCI? f MOTY B3ATh T€0ST B KOMaHTY.



— IloyeMy THI MOJTYUIIE?

— CetuH? Ay!

— ApuH... — HaKOHell, BeigaBua u3 cebst CeTuH. — Thl 4TO, Open KaKOK-TO HeCellb?

— 9rto0 TH Opeq Hecelb, — o0upencs ApuH. — [ToyeMy TH IpHUAOUPAEIIbCS K MOUM MedYTaM?

— IToToMy 4TO B peanbHOM XKKU3HU HET HUKAKUX repoeB! — CeTHH moKavas rojioBoi. — I'epoit — 9To,
1o cytu, 6e3paboTHEIN Opoxsira! Y Hero HeT HU 3eMJH, HU feHer. [laxe ecnu oH mobenut Koposs
IeMOHOB, HUKTO He TapaHTHUPYET, UTO ClIaCeHHas [IPUHIIecca BIIOOUTCS B Hero! A ecjiu He [TOBE3eT,
TO OH TaK ¥ OCTAHETCS HUIIUM HeyIauHUKOM C Kydued Oeclione3Ho# CaBbl!

ApvH MOJT4a CIyLIaja ero TUpamdy.

— Teneps mousAn? — cupocun CeTuH.

— Ia. Tel MHOTO 3HAEIIb O TePOsIX, — KUBHYJ ApHUH.

_Vo...

Ia, uToOBl KPUTUKOBATH, HYKHO CHadasa Pa3o0paThCs B TEME.

Ha camom memne, CeTuH B IeTCTBe 0602Kajl HCTOPUH IIPO TePOEB.

— B Hame BpeMs HeT HuKakux Kopone#t [Jemonos! A ecnu Ovl u Obl1H, TO HU B ogHOM U3 [llecTn
Koponescts Xeupa, Hu B UMnepuu 'allaHec, HU B IPYTUX CTpPaHaX HeT IIOXUIIEHHEIX IIPUHIIECC!

[ToxuireHue IIPUHIIECCHI — 3TO CepBGSHBIfI Me}KJIYHapOI[HHﬂ WHIUOEHT.

B Takux ciaydasx OTIIPABISIOT apMUIO, a He OOHOTO Tepos.

— IlpaBpa”?

— 9X... XBatuT 60NITaTh EPYHMY, II0€XaJU Aajblle, — cKa3an CeTuH, IepHYB ITOBOIbS.



)%k

Orpomuasa Umnepus Nailanec 3aHuMana aBe Tpetu LleHTpansHOro KoHTHHEHTA.

YnpaBnsiTh TaKOW TEPPUTOPHEH B OMUHOUKY OBIIIO TPAKTHUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO.

[ToaTOMy, TTOMUMO IIEHTPAIbHBIX 3€MeIb, KOTOPHIMU YIIPaBIIsAII caM UMIIepaTop, UMIepus Oblyia
pa3meneHa Ha YeThIpe peruoHa: 3anafHbli, BOCTOUHBIM, I0XKHBIN U CeBepHBIN. KaxKIbIM pErnoHOM
YIIPaBJIsi HAMECTHUK, HOCUBIIUY TUTYJ KOPOJIg. OTH YeThIpe KOPOJisd ObUIM BEPHBI UMIIEPATOPY U
COCTaBJISIIN OCHOBY €ro BJIaCTH.

B 3amapiHOM peruoHe MpaBuI MyKYKMHa CPEeIHUX JIET.

OH OBIJT BTOPEIM Y€JI0BEKOM B MMIIEPUU, CUJIBHEHIIIMM MacTepPOM Meda ¥ OMHUM U3 JIYYIINX BOMHOB
KOHTHHEHTA, Hapsaay ¢ [IpakoHoOopieM [Japrocom.

Ero 3Banu Jlapro AnakaitH 9peiicHe [IUTeHpPOCTHH.

Ia, uMs y Hero ObIJIO ANTMHHOE, JaXke caM JIapro MHOTa MyTaJiCs B HEM.

Certyac OH CTOsLI, 00IMBasICh XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM, U C Y?KaCOM CMOTPeJ B He6O.

— Bamme BenmuuecTBo, uTo 6ymeM menath? — CIIPOCUTT €70 COBETHUK.

Jlapro oTopBasn B3risig OT He6a ¥ TOCMOTPEI Ha CBOETO MIOAYUHEHHOT0:

— Iymarto, y Hac HeT BeIOODa.

W cHOBa yCTpeMuJ B3T/IsM B HEO0O.

BMmecTo sicHOTO 0ceHHero Heba OH B JIWIIb CIJIOIIHYI0 KPAaCHYI0 Maccy.

OTpOMHOG KpaCHO€ TeJIO 3aTMHJIO COJIHIIE.

'uraHTCKUe KPhUThS, Ka3aJ0Ch, IPOCTUPAJIUCH OO0 CaMOT0 TOPU30HTa.

ITUHHBIN XBOCT, TOJIIMHON C OAlllHIO, M3BUBAJICS B BO3OYXeE.

9to 6611 [IpeBuuit Kpacuwiit [Ipakox, KapmrraiiH.



— I'mynele MIOOUIIKY, S 3a7jaM BaM BOIIPOC ellle pa3, — pa3falics TPOMOTJIacHEIH roJIoc,
coTpsicalomuil 3eMJ1t0. — [TOmYUHUTECH JTU BBl MHE?

Jlapro momnyar.

OH He MoT TOBOPHUTE.

Bce ero teno ckosan YZ&Kac. OH maxe IOIIEBETUTHCSA HE MOT.

«Aaa...»

— Bame BenuuectBo! OTBeThTE €My! — B3MOJIUJICS COBETHHUK, OPOXKa OT CTpaxa.

B ator MmoMeHT Jlapro mo3aBuaoBajl CBOEMY COBETHHUKY.

ToT He YyBCTBOBAJI HCTUHHOW CUJIBI [PaKOHA, a JIUIIbL APOKasl Iepey ero BeJuYrueM.

MacTepa Me4a, KOTOpEIe YMeJU CO30aBaTh ayphl MeYa C ITOMOIIbI0 MaHH, OBIIM 0YEHb
YyBCTBUTEJILHEI K TOTOKAM Maru4ecKoi SHEeprHuH.

VimeHHO 9Ta 9Heprus, udnydaemas: KapimraitHoMm, cKoBbiBaia Jlapro.

s KapiraitHa 3T0 Oblyla JIWIIE «KaTljIsi» MaHBl, He0OX0ouMasi IJIsi TOro, YTOOH yIepKHUBaTh CBOE
OTPOMHOE TEJI0 B BO3AyXe, HO IJIsi 0OBIYHOT0 YesloBeKa 3TO ObLJT HaCTOSIINI MaruiyecKuil yparas.

Co6paB nocnenHue Cubl, JIapro BHIOaBUII U3 CeOs:

— Ip...

OH XOTeJ COryTaCUThCH.

CoryacuThcs Ha Bce.

JIumb OBl 3TOT Y2KaC MPEKPATHUIICS.

Ho a3bIK He ciymancd...

— O, Tr xpabpen? Heyxenu TH TOTOB ITOXKEPTBOBATh XKU3HBIO pagu CBOEH rOPAOCTU? — IPOrpeMet
ronoc KapiraiiHa.



«Het! — uyTh He 3akpuyarn Jlapro. — IloxanyiicTa, IpekpaTu 3T0!»

— Moli TocIioguH COTjIaceH Ha Jito0ble YCI0BUS, BeIUKUIM IPAaKOH! — BEIKDUKHYJ COBETHUK. —
I'oBopH, 4ero ThHI XOYellb!

B rimazax JIapro BCHBIXHYJ OTOHb O1arogapHocTd. COBETHUK K€, MOBOJILHBIN CBOEH
Cc000pa3uTEeNIbHOCTHIO, Y2Ke MTPeIBKYIIA IeAPyIo Harpamy.

— XOpO]_HO, JIIOOUINKY. BBl TOIKHEL..

KapiiraH yxxe Hayas oTHaBaTh IPHUKa3kl, KOraa...

«Crom!»

OH BHE3AITHO PacTepscCs.

On Hamen IIpaBUTEIIA Tone, KUBYIIUX Ha €Tr0 TEPDPUTOPHH, ABUJICA K HEMY BO BCel CBoen Kpace,
3aIyraii ero oo IojJIyCMepTH...

Bce 1o no nany.

JIroou OBLITH B YZXKaCe U I'OTOBEI OBIITH BEITIOJTHUTD JII000H IIPUKa3.

OcTaBanoch TONBKO MMPUKa3aTh UM HauTH ApHHA.

Ho gns atoro HYZKHO OBITIO OIKMCATh €r0 BHEIIHOCTb...

«YepT, g ke He 3Hal0, KaK OH BHTJISIOUT B YEJI0BEYECKOM 00/IHKe!»

Jlopx KpacHueix [IpakoHOB Kragpuc cka3sajl éMy TOJIBKO OOHO:

— f caMm Bce pellly, Tak 4TO IIPOCTO XKpauTe!

Bornbille OHM HY 0 YEM He TOBOPHUIIH.

BoT noueMy BaXHO yMeTb 00IIAThCS.

WM3-3a OTCyTCTBUSI KOMMYHUKAIMKA BO3HUKAIOT TaKue Mpo6IeMsl!



JIro6Go¥t opyro¥ IpakoH CHadasa Obl BEIICHUII, KaK BHTIAOUT ApuH, HO KpacHrsle [[pakoHHI CITaBUIIUChH
CBOEM UMITYyIbCUBHOCTEIO.

Kak Ttonbko KapceHnaH 3aKOHYKIIa TOBOPUTH, OH, HEJOJITO fAyMas, IIPUIETeNl Clofa.

«IJX, ¥ 3a4eM { IIBITANC COEPXKHUBATH CBOU THEB...» — nmogymainil KapH.ITafIH.

OH 0oCMOTpEN Ha JII0fel, 3aCTHIBLINX BHU3Y.

Onu ¢ YZKaCOM XKO4JIM €ero IIpruKa3a.

«4TO Ke UM CKa3aTh?»

MonyaHue 3aTSHYIOCh.

JTromgu, Bce ellle ipoxa OT CTpaxa, Hadaju MeperisabiBaThCs.

[To kpacHoOU yellye KapiTaiiHa 3aCTPYHUIICS XOJIOOHBIN IIOT.

«4TO Ke menaTh?»

OH He MOT cka3aTh: «Oi, mPOCTUTE, 5 3a0bLI CIIPOCUTH, KaK BREITJIAAUT TOT, KOTO 5 uiy. Tak 4To s
II0Ka [10JIedy, a Bl I0KA [TOUIINUTE €0 CaMH, TafHO?».

Torma 1mo BceMy MUPY Pa3NeTATCS CITyXU O TOM, KaKOM OH TJIYIIbIM, a 671aropoHBIN IPakoH He MOT
OOIYCTUTHL TAKOI'0 mo3opa!

«HyKHO CPOYHO IpUAYyMaTh UM KakKoe-HUOyOb 3afaHue!»

Mogar KapmtaiiHa TuxopagoyHo 3apaboTait.

Jlapro mo4yyBCTBOBaJI, YTO JaBlieHue, ucxonusiee oT KpacHoro [IpakoHa, ocnabio.

HakoHel-To OH CMOT TOBOPHUTB!

— Benukuii gpakoH?

Bornee Toro, oH gaxe oCMenuscs 3agaTh BOIIpOC.



«MHe 1T0Ka3aJioCh, UIu OH YTO-TO MIMIIUT?»

B sTOT MOMEHT...

— CnyuaiTe MeHS, TIOOUIIKY! — IPOTrpeMent rojioc ApaKoHa.

— 4 coemnato Bac cBouM opyxueM! BenuTe cBou apMUU Ha 3alafl, 4Yepe3 MOU ropsl! 3axBaThIBaUTe
3eMJIM BO MMS MEHS U HECUTe MOe UM II0 BceMy MUpy!

— 4, Kapmraitin Kpacusiit, Ctapermuii u3 Kpacusix [IpakoHoB! [TomHuTe Moe uMms! 4 Oyny Bammm
3alIUTHUKOM!

JIromu CKJIOHUIIM TOJIOBHL U IIAJIM HUII.

KapmrraiiH, mapsmuy Haf TOIIIOW CBOMX HOBBIX IIOOOAHHBIX, HAMIMEHHO CIIPOCHUIT:

— Kak 30ByT TBOET0 IPEIBOTUTES, YETIOBEK?

— Jlapro AnakaiH 9pelicHe [IUTEUPOCTHH, — IpojemneTan JIapro gpoxKaiiuM TOJI0COM.

«Kakoe gnunHOe uMst, — nopyman Kapmraita. — JlagHo, He Oyny yTpyKOaTh cebsi».

EMy HyKHO OBITIO KaK MOXXHO CKOpee BEIOpaThCs U3 3TOW CUTYalluH.

— Jlapro, KOpoJb JII0fel, s Hafeno Tebs YacThI0 CBOEH CHIIB!

V3 Tena mpakoHa BHIPBAJICS JIyY CBeTa U yapwul B 3eMJIIO.

— Tenepb y TebsI eCTb CHJIa, HOCTOMHAS MOETO CJ'[YI"I/I! I/ICHOHB3YfI ee, 4TOOHI 3aBOeBaTh 3amap!

CBeT mpeBpaTHUIiCs B OTPOMHEIM Me4 U 3aBUC Iepen Jlapro.

— Te, KTO OTKaXyTCAd MHE ITIOBUHOBATHLCA, 6YI[YT COXKIKEeHH JoTna!l

C aTUMU CJTIOBAaMH OPAKOH B3MEIT B HE0O.

ITogusancs ypal"aHHBIIZ BETED. J'Ironeﬁ cOuBaso c HOT, JINIIb CaMbI€ CUJIBHBIE CMOTJIM YOEPZXKAThCs Ha
MeCTe, BIEIINUBIINCE B NE€PEBBA.



JIuilb OO¥H 4YeI0BEK CTOSII HEIIOABUKHO, CIOBHO CKarsa.

— ...YHacTs cumab gpakKoHa?

Kopons Jlapro mocMoTpes Ha Med, JIeKaBIIuK y ero HOT.

— Boxe MoH, 9TO Xke...

Hapmuce Ha OPEBHEM SA3bBIKE, BEIT'DABUPOBAHHASA Hd HOXKHAX, HE OCTaBJIdlIad COMHEHMUH.

JlereHOapHBIM MeY, KOTOPHIH IOSBIISJICS B HUCTOPUHM JTIOMEH JIUIIb OIBAXKIbI, ¥ KaXK[IbIM pa3 Cesi Xaoc
U pa3pyleHue.

— BypeBecTHUK!

KpacHrniii [I[pakoH ucues B HeOe, IPEBPATUBIINCEH B KPOIIEYHYIO TOYKY.

Jlromu Ha4anu MPUXOOUTE B Cce0s.

— C BaMu Bce B opsifike, Bame BennyecTBo? — TyT Ke IOACKOYUII K JIapro ero BepHbI COBETHUK.

— IIa, Bce xopoto. [IpaKOHH ¥ ITPaBAa BHYIIAIOT y2Kac, — KUBHYJI JIapro, orisigeiBasi Med B CBOeM
pyke.

— OTO0 Ta camas Cula OJpakKoHa? — CIIPOCUII COBETHHUK, C TIOOOMBITCTBOM TJISIAS Ha MeY.

— OpuH u3 09T Marudeckux Medel lleHTpanbHOro KouTuHEHTa, — OTBETHI JIapro.

Medu, mapymoIIui CBOEMY BIafieNbIly BIAacTb Haf Oyped.

BypeBecTHUK.

— Maruueckuii Me4? — IepeclnpoCuyl COBETHUK.

— OH 103BOJISIET UCII0IH30BaTh Maruio 0 BOJIe Bllafiesiblla. BypeBecTHUK clieliianu3upyeTcs Ha
Maruu BeTpa.

Ilaxxe 4en0BeK, HE UMEIOIMNY HUKAKNX Mari4eCKuX CHOCOGHOCTGI:I, MOT UCIIOJIB30BaTh 3TOT M€EY,
YTOORI TBOPUTH 3aKJIMHAHUA, CDAaBHUMEIE 110 CHUJIE€ C 3aKJIMHAHUAMU MOT'YIIIECTBEHHOT'O Mara.



Ho 3a aTo IMPpUXOOUJIOCH ITJIATUTh. Meu mornoian MaHY CBO€ro BJiagejiblia, X, €CJIN UCIIOJIb30BATh €T0
CIIMIIKOM YaCTO, MOXKHO OBIIIO JIMIIHTHCS BCEH XKU3IHEHHOU JQHEPIruu.

— OTO NPOKIATHY apTe(akT, KOTOPHIA MOXKET IOTJIOTUTh OYIIy CBOEr0 Bafesblia.

— 3HauuT, oH onaceH, Baie BenuuecTBo? — UCIyraacsa COBETHUK.

Jlapro yCcMexHyJcs:

— He Bonnyucs.

OH OBLI MacTEpPOM Meya.

On YMeJl YIIPaBIIATh IOTOKaMU MaHBI 1 o6na11an OrPOMHEIM 3allaCOM Marm4ecKkou OHEPIruu.

EMy He HyKHO OBIJIO KePTBOBaTh CBOEY KU3HBIO Pafiu CUJTIEL

«TombKO MacTep Meda MOXKET UCIOJIb30BaTh 3TOT Med. Tak uTo KapiraiH He 3pst BEIOpPaI MEHS».

Ho oH Tak u He MOHSJ, 3aYeM APAKOHY 3TO HYXKHO.

«3aueM eMy IIOHaHOOUIOCh, YTOOHI MBI Halaau Ha 3amnapn? Kakoe meno gpakoHy [0 JIOICKUX BOMH?»

Jlapro npuctersyn BypeBeCTHUK K II0SICY ¥ TOPBKO YCMEXHYIICH.

«BmpouyeM, HeBaxKHO. Y MeHS BCe€ PaBHO HET BHIOOpa».

9T0 GBI TPHKA3 MOTYIIECTBEHHOTO JPAaKOHa.

W ero Hy>KHO OBIIIO BHITIOJTHUTD.

Ecnu J'Iapro He X0TeJI, YTOOh MUJITHOHKI KUTeJIen HMIIEPUHN rmoru6m.

— IlecTs cTpaH Xelifa BCce PaBHO HYKHO YHUUTOXUTL, — IIPo6OpPMOTas OH. — BO3MOXKHO, 3T0 faxke
K JIy4IIeMy.
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Kapirrraiis neten mo HeOy, TAKeNo B3[bIXas.



— 90X, X0Ten IIPOCTO IIOCJIATh IIITHOHOB...

Ho B uTore oH pa3Bsizasl BOUHY.

— W 3ps motpatun BypeBecTHUK. BripoueM, MHe He 3KaJIKO 3TOM 6eCI0Ie3HOM UTPYIIKH.

X0opo11o X0Th, €My yAanoch ORICTPO COPUEHTUPOBATHCS B CUTYAIIUH.

«[To kpatHeit Mepe, 060 MHe He OyayT XOOUTh IIoxue ciayxu. Ho Kak ke Terneph HalTu ApuHa?»

Teneps, KOrma OH HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICSI, MO3T Hadasl paboTaTs.

«CHay4asia HyKHO y3HaTh, KaK OH BHITJISIAUT, a IOTOM OTAATh HOBBEIE IPUKAa3kl. B 3TOM XKe HeT HU4ero
CTPaHHOI0?»

['uraHTCKUi IpaKoH, AJTMHON B HECKOJIBKO COTEH METPOB, PACILJILIICS B IIMPOKOH YIILIOKE.

«$1 xe oTmpaBu mone Ha 3anan! Teneps HalTu ApuHa OymeT mpoie! Bece xopotro, s Bce cuenan
[IPaBUIIBHO!»
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