Komuara Peiika B rocTuHuUIIe OblJTa CTApOM U 00IIapnaHHON. PeiK He OBbIT U3 TeX, KTO TPATUT JeHbTH
Ha KoMdOopT.

HOQTOMy ApI/IH, KOTOPOMY IIPHUIIIIOCH IOTUTLECA Y HETO, HOBOJILCTBOBAJICA MAaTPACOM Ha IIOITY.

— TBI TOYHO X0YelTlh HayYUThCS PexTOBaHUI0? — CIIPOCUTT PeK, T€kKa Ha KPOBaTH.

— Koneuno!

— W y Koro ke Thl COOMpaeNIbCst YIUThCS?

— A... 3TO0...

ApuH 3agyMaics, a 3aTeM, IOKOCUBIIUCEH Ha Pelika, CIpOCHIT:

— MoxerT, TH MeHs Hay4YHulIh?

— g7

Peiik 3apymarcs.

Kak 6bl TO HU OBLIO, 3TOT HEBUHHBIM NTPEKPaCHBIN 0HOIIA 60JIbIIe eMY He TOBEPSII.

«K ToMy XKe, OH Temephb elll€ U Maruei BrafeeT... MOXKeT, U3 9TOT0 YTO-TO U BEIUAET».

Pelix BCE emne cuuTa, 4TO AyX03aKINHaAHNE — 3TO YTO-TO BPOJE Maruu.

Tak unu WHa4e, CUJIbHBIN HallapHUK [JI HAEMHUKA — BCE PaBHO YTO CTPaxOBKa. Tak YTO B TOM,
4yTOORI B35ITh ApMHa B HallapHUKH, HEe OBIJI0O HUYETOo IIJI0X0TO.

«Ho BOT eciiu OH X04€eT CTaTb MEYHUKOM — 3TO YZ&Ke COBCEM Ipyrad uCTOPUI».

Peiik mocMoTpen Ha ApuHa CepbE3HBIM B3TTISAIOM.

— 4 He mpoTuB, 4TOOH! TH CTan HaéMHUKOM. Ho yuuTh Tebs dexToBaHUIO 5 He Oyny.

— IMTouemy? — ApuH, 1éXa Ha XKUBOTE U MOATIEPEB TOJIOBY PyKaMu, 00JITal HOTaMK ¥ CMOTPEJT Ha
HETO.



PeliK TPUKYCHUTT S3BIK.

«H aTo cymiecTBo — mapeHs? [Ia 3To XKe omuOKa IPUPOIE! »

Ero BosockH, KOTOPEIE TOT' A OBLIIH KOPOTKO OCTPHU2KEHEI, YCIIEJIN U3PAOHO OTPACTH. Onu yYXe OBLIIM He
00 II0ACa, KaK PaHbIlle, a JOXOOUJIX O0 IIIed.

9THU MIETKOBUCTHIE aJIble BOJIOCHI, pacTpeliaBIInecd 10 IMMOOYIIKeE... U 5Tu Mumnsie YEepTHI JIKIA...

Ecnu 6wl Pefik He BUOEII €ro rojieiM, TO HaBEPHAKA HE CMOT' OBl COepZKaTb CBOUX KMWBOTHBIX
NHCTHHKTOB.

Bnpoqu, B 9TOM CJIy4a€ OH OBl IIPEBPATHUIICA B 2KAaPEHOI'0O BOJIYOHKA.

«9X, XKanko... Takas KpacoTa, fia ellé 1 TaKasg HEBUHHOCTb... ByOb ThHI IeBYIIKOM...»

— Petik? O 4éM THI 3agyMarncs?

— A... HeT, HM 0 4éM, — PelK mocnelun B3siTh Ce0s1 B pyKH U MPORONKuil: — C TBOeW KOMILIEKITNEeN
Thl CMOXKe€Illb YIIPaBIATECS TOIBKO C KOPOTKUMU KJIMHKaMU, HallpUMep, C KUHKaJI0M UJIU Panupoi.

Ha camom perne, PaIlupPHI TOXKE OBLITH OOBOJILHO TSIXKEJIBIMU, HO Peiik peninii He YCIIOXKHSATE.

— Ho s He ymeto o0palaThCs ¢ TAKUM OpyxKueM. M HUKTO U3 MOUX 3HAaKOMEIX TOXKe. Tak 4To JIydIie
3a0ynb 0 pexToBaHUU. TBOE MyIaMs... OHO ObLIO BenuKonenHo! 3aueM Tebe OBITh MEUHUKOM, €CJTH ThI
MOXKEIIb YIIPaBIsATh OTHEM?

OpnHako ApuH OBITT HEIIPEKJIOHEH.

— 4 Bcé paBHO O6yny yuuThCs (pexTOBaHUIO!

— 3auyem?

— HOTOMy 4YTO BO BCEX repONYEeCKHUX Carax repou CpaxKarmTCAa MedaMmu!

— ... Yero?

— Hy... B pyKax y Trepos Bcerja Kakou-HuOyOb JIeTeHJapHbld Med... B o0meM, Tl mousn! A erne
3aK/IMHATEJIU IyXOB He MOTYT [jaBaTh UMeHa CBOMM TeXHUKaM!



Peiik penini, 9TO0 C HETO XBaATHUT.

Ou Gorblre He OymeT cnymaTh Opefl 3TOro MaJbYHIIKU U IIPOCTO JITKET CIaTh.

— CHOKOMHOU HOYM, ApUH.

— A kaK xe ¢exToBaHHE?

— CrokoiHO# HOYH.

— Ho 4... mey...

— Coarts!

— JlagHo...

)%k

Hactynuno ytpo.

OcTaBUB CHSAIIETO ApI/IHa B KOMHarTe, Pelik CIIyCTHUJICSA BHH3.

OH yMBIBaJICSI XOJIOMHOM BOMOM, KOTTIa 10 HETO MOHECTTHCh OOPHIBKU pPa3roBopa.

3T10 pa3roBapuBajid XO034WH TOCTUHHUIIEI U IBOE TOPTOBIIEB.

— He MoxeT GbITh, UYTOOBI TAKOE CIYUUIIOCH!

— M=I cBouMH T1a3aMu Bumenu! Tam BCé OBITIO yCeSTHO TPyHIaMu!

— 9t0 Kapa HebOecHas! [lepeBHs CaxaH IoJy4uia o 3aciayram!

HaéMHI/IK, HpI/IBI:IKH.II/Iﬁ YYTKO pearupoBaTh Ha PAa3TrOBOPEI O CMEPTH, MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI
3allaX JeHer.

A yX KOrJa peyb 3axX0fuJa O TPyIax...

«OOBIYHO TaM, Tle TPYIHl, TaM U JeHbI Y.



BriTupas nuiio, Pe¥ik mOJOIIEN K HUM.

— O uyéMm pas3roBop?

— A, Pelik! — X035IMH TOCTUHUIIEI PaJOCTHO €My KHBHYJI. — Kak cmanocs? Xe-xe-xe, HafeloCh, HOUb
IIpOIIIa IPUSATHO?

Pelik nuirs yCMeXHYJICS B OTBET.

Kaxko¥ CMBICII TOBOPUTDH UM, YTO «3TOT MaJIbUMK Ha CaMOM feJie TapeHb»? TOIbKO MIPOCIIEIBET
M3BpallleHIeM, KaK TOT 3HaMeHUTHIH Jlaproc.

— Jlydie paccKazkuTe, 0 YEM BbI TYT TOBOPUTE.

— Kak u monaraeTcs HacTosIeMy HaéMHUKY, TeOsT UHTEPeCyIOT TOJIbKO NeHbI'H, — YCMEXHYJICS OOUH
13 TOPTOBIIEB, MyKYHMHA CPEOHUX JIET C KAIlITaHOBLIMU Bojiocamu. — Ho ¢ yero 6u1 HaM Tebe BCE
pacckas3bBaTh?

— 4l yromaro, — ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO IPEI0KUIT Pelk.

ToOpTroBIIE COTTACUIIUCh paccKal3aTh CBOIO HCTOPHIO, HO TOJIBKO IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK OCYyILIaT 1o 6oKaiy
3aKa3aHHoro PeilikoM BuHaA.

— M=l Bo3uM ToBaphl u3 Pubelina B barpa#n. [Tapy gHeit Ha3ag Mbl, KaK 0ObIYHO, ITepeceKaiu TOPH, —
HavaJsl CBOM paccKa3 OOWH U3 TOPTOBIIEB.

OOGBIYHO TOPTrOBBEIE KaPAdBAHEI HE XOOUJIX Yepe3 NEePEBHIO CaxaH. FOpr OBLIH CITMIIIKOM OIIaCHBIMY,
IIO3TOMY TOPTOBIIEI MIPEAIIOYUTAJIA NelaTh KPIOK, HO €XaTh I10 6830HaCHOMy IIyTH.

— Ho Tyt Hauanack ata BoriHa! Trl Bedp B Kypce? ApacHaH u Kapcens Hananu Ha baTtpaH.

— U Temneps Bcé mobepexkbe XaHaH MO UX KOHTPoieM. HaMm mpuiinoch U3MeHUTh MapIipyT, —
IIPOJIOJIKUII BTOPOM TOPTOBEIl. — A CPOKH IOMXKUMaloT. ECiu He ycrieeM BOBpPeMs, TIOHECEM OOJIbIIIie
YOBITKH.

— BoT MBI 4 peluny cpe3aTs IyTh, — CHOBA 3arOBOPUJI [IepBhlii. — KOHEeYHO, MBI pUCKOBaIU
HapBaThCAd HA MOHCTPOB, HO YTO [IejlaTh, €CNIU BPeMS — IEHbIHU?

— K Tomy ke, Hac Obl110 OOJIbIIIE JECSITH YeloBeK. [IyMasy, CIpaBUMCS C TF0ORIMY MOHCTPAMH.

— JlagHo-7TaiHO, XBATUT TSAHYTh. [lepexomau yXKe K CyTH, — HETepIIeIuBO 1epedu ero BTOPOH.



— CornHIe yXKe ceJo, HyKHO OBUIO HCKaTh HOYJIET, — MIPOMOJIKHUII CBOM paccKas MepPBLIY TOPTOBeIl. —
Brnuxaiimei mepeBHed 6biyta CaxaH, BOT MBI M OTIIPABUIUCE Tyda. [IOLIIH 0 X0JIMa, C KOTOPOT'0
OTKPBIBAJICA BUJ Ha [IEPEBHIO...

— ... M yBupenu geplM, NOOHUMAaBIIKNCS HaJ OepeBHEN, — MOOXBaTUJI BTOpou. — CHadasa mogyMary,
YTO TaM KaKas-TO SMUAEMUS.

— Ho 10, 4TO MBI YBUENHM TOTOM... Kak myMaeliib, 4TO 3TO OBIJIO?

— YT0? — Peiik MOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK I10 CIIMHE TPo0exkKa XOJIOAOK.

— JIpakoH, — MPOIIENTAll ONUH U3 TOPTOBIIEB.

— YT10? — onemmn Peiik.

— Hacrosmui mpakoH! OrpoMHBIN KPaCHBIM IpaKOH!

— OH OBIJT TAKUM OIPOMHEIM, YTO MOT GBI pa3maBUTL COOO0M MOJTOBUHY JEePEBHU. YKACHOE 3pPeJIHIIe. ..

— M&I otlerieHeNH OT CTpaxa. A IOTOM JPAKOH OTKPHII MACTh H... ¥ U3PHITHYI CTONO OTHS. MBI
Opocunuck 6exkaTh CO BCEX HOT.

— Huxkorpma B XKU3HH 5 Tak OBICTPO He Oerant!

Bcio HOYbL OHM MMPOCUMENH B JIeCy, JpoxkKa OT CTpaxa, a Ha pacCBeTe BEPHYIUCH B JEPEBHIO.

— OT mepeBHM HUYETO HE 0CTaJIoCh. Bcé cropeno gotna. [Jaxke KPHICH He BRIXKUIIHU... Kak, TH
CIIpallWBaellb, OTKya MHE 3HaTh, BHIXKUIIM KPHICH UK HEeT? [la Tak, K CJIOBY MIPUIIUIOCH. [lyMaels,
1, KaK OPEJI, BUXKY BCE C BEICOTHI ITUYHETO MOJIETA?

— T'oBOpAT, CKOPO PUOYIET KOPOJIEBCKUYM KapaTeNnbHEN oTps. Emé On1! [TosiBIeHre gpakoHa — 3TO
BaM He LIyTKu!

— XO0T$, MECTHHIE XKUTEJIH, I0X0XKEe, CUUTAIOT 3TOT0 OPaKOHa IMOCIIaHHUKOM 60}KI:>I/IM, — YCMEXHYIICA
OOVH U3 TOPIrOBIIEB.

Pelik kuBHYyI.

— IepeBHs CaxaH HUKOTHA He CIaBUJIAChH XOPOIIeH peryTauue, — 3aMeTHI OH.



YXKe maBHO XOOUIH CIIyXH, 4YTO XKHUTEJIN 9TOU AJE€PEBHU ITIPOMBIIIIAIOT paGOTOpFOBHefI.

Tak 4TO HEYIUBUTEILHO, YTO JIIOAY PeImiu, OyaTo 9To Kapa HebecHasl.

— W 4TO TH coOupaeNbCs IenaTh? — CIPOCUIT OMUH U3 TOProBIeB. — [ToMmENTs Ha IpaKoHa?

Peuik ycmexnyncs.

«Kakoiu gpakos? [Toka3anocs uM, HaBepHoe. [TonyTanu ¢ TUAPOU UIK BUBEPHOU».

— KoposneBckoMy KapaTeabHOMY OTPSIAY HE CIPABUTLCS B ONUHOYKY.

HaBepHsika uM notpeOyeTcs IOMOIIb, a 3HAYUT, 6yaeT Xopoluas Harpaga. M omnaTa 3a puck,
pasymeeTcs.

A ecnu 3TO OKaxXeTCs MpaBAoH, ¥ TaM [IeMCTBUTEIHLHO APAKOH...

«Torga HOTH B pyKu — U OexaThb!»

Hy>XHo noNTH B TUNIBANIO U pa3y3HaTh BCE IoApoOHee, pemins Pelik, MONHUMAsCh U3-3a CTOJA.

— ApuH, BCcTaBall, — KPUKHYJI OH, IOJHUMAsICh B CBOI0 KOMHATY.

— On, yxe yTpo?

— ¥YTpo, roBopio. Cobupaiicss, HaM Iopa.

— A 3aBTpak?

— ITo mopore moenuM, — mooberman Pek.

YcnbimaB mpo eqy, ApUH IepecTas 3aJaBaTh BOIIPOCH U IPUHSIICS COOUPATh BEIIIH.

— A Kyna MH efiem?

— B runpguio HaEMHUKOB. THI 3Ke XOTeJl CTaTh HAEMHUKOM? 3a0HO ¥ MOU [efia yIaguM.

)%k



l'unpouu, Kak u T00kIe Opyrue opraHu3anuy, PeJKO OTKPEIBAJIN CBOU (I)I/IJ'[I/IaJIbI B TaKHUX MAJIEHBKUX
TOPOOKaX, KakK Yaru.

Brnuxaiimas rumbaus HaEMHUKOB Haxoquiach B AHacTelifie, KpyITHOM ropofe KoponeBcTBa Pubetin, B
TPEX OHSIX MyTH OT YaTH.

ApuH u Pelik coOpany Bellld ¥ PaHO YTPOM IOKHUHYIH [ePEBHIO.

— l'epoii 00s3aH BrafieTh MedyoM! Maru Be4HO MPSIYyTCS 3a YyXKUMU CIHHAMU U He MOIy4daioT
npu3HaHudA! — rosopusl ApuH, marag 1o gopore.

Peiix, B oTnuuue ot ['abeiiHa, He O MoTyyHOM. EMY make HpaBUIOCh 00/ITaTh C ADUHOM.

— IMpaBma? M ¢ kem ke Th coOpajICs CpazxkaThCs?

— C Koponém [IeMOHOB, KOHEYHO Xke!

— CrpanHo... Hukorga se cibiman o Kopone [1eMOHOB.

— 310 IIOTOMY, YTO ThI MaJIO0 3HAE€IIb 3TOT MUD, — CHUCXOOUTEJIEHO OTBETHUII ApI/IH

— Ecnu 0 HEM HUKTO He CIIBIIIAl, TO Kakou ke oH Kopoinb [1eMOHOB?

— ... XM...

ApuH 3agymarcs.

Pelik ycmexnycs.

Kak 3a6aBHO ObLIO TOAPA3HUBATH 3TOTO MaIbUUILIKY.

«Ho ecnu mepecTapaThbCs, 3TO NPEIeCTHOE CYIIeCTBO COXKKET MEeHS [OTIa».

— A 4gTo0, eciu 6GPOCHUTH BBI30B APaKoHY? [la, 3TO TOXKe MPAKTUUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO, HO IPAKOHKI-TO
CYLIECTBYIOT, B oTIuune 0T Koposns [JeMOHOB. 3BYUUT peajuCcTUYHee, He Tak JIu?

— JIpakonoGOPIEl — HE Tepou! — Bo3pa3uil ApuH.

— [MTouemy 3T0? OHM XKe yOUBAIOT 3/IBIX APAKOHOB, 3HAUUT, Tepou! — He cornacuics Pelk.



CepeOpsiabiit Pritiaps Japuoc OblI ©3BECTEH BO BCEM MUPE Kak [IpakoHOOOpEL, U JIIOOU CYUTAIU €T0
repoem.

Opnako ApuH Tak He CYUUTall.

— Pa3Be MOXKHO Ha3LIBaTh repodaMu Tex, KTO Y6I/IBaeT I[paKOHOB?

— ... A 4T0 B 3TOM IIJI0XOTr0? — 03afja4€HHO CIIPOCUN PelkK.

Ecnu GBI OH 3HAJI, KAaKKe reponYecKre caru YuTana ApPuH, TO cpa3y Ol IIOHSJ, B YEM JeI0.

Iemo B TOM, YTO HU B OOHOM M3 HUX (HUHATBHEIM O0CCOM He OBITT JPAKOH.

Bce rnaBHbIe 3momen Obi Kopossmu [IeMOHOB, ONTUIIETBOPSIBIIUMEU COOO0M Xaoc, pa3pylIeHne u
OT4YasiHHUE.

KoHeuHo, GBI ¥ IpyTUe MOTYIECTBEHHEIE 3710feu — Bnagwsiku [leMoHoB, Aurensl CMeptu, Boru
IemonoB 1 Boru Pa3pyIeHnus, HO HU OIHOTO JIpaKOHa Cpefu HUX He OLIO.

U 310 HeynuBUTENBLHO. Bes KTO paccka3biBall ApUHY 9TU FepOUYeCcKue caru?

Ipesuunt Kpacusiii [Ipakox Kapiraiis.

Bce 9Ty ucTOpUM 3aKaHYMBAIUCH I00EIOM repost Haf 3J7I0M.

[IpuuéM, BCce rIaBHBIE 3710[IeH, faXKe MPOUTpPaB, He XOTENX MPU3HaBaTh IOPaxKeHUe U, yMUpas,
KpU4aJju YTO-TO Bpofe: «f BepHych!» unu «Jla OyoeT MpoKJIST 3TOT MUp!».

Kak BBI fiyMaeTe, MPUSTHO U OBIJIO 3TO CIYIIATh APAKOHY?

— l'epoli momKeH cpazxkaThCs Co 37oM! A He yOUBaTh IPaKOHOB! — IHEBHO 3asBUI ApUH.

— 4 He mOHUMaIO, B YEM pa3HUIla... — PelK ImoKaydaJs rojioBoi, a 3aTeM CMeHUII TeMy: — JIafgHo,
repoi, He repoi... ITo BcE moToM. Tebe HYKHO KaK-TO HAYYUThCS (PEXTOBAHMIO. MK TH X04elllb
IIPUUTHU B TUJIBAUIO U CKa3aTh, YTO THl MEYHUK?

— ToyHO... — ApuH 3agyMa’cs.

Iaxke TakKOHM ONTHUMHUCT, KaK OH, IIOHUMAJI, YTO HEe CMOXKET NOOHSITh TIKEILIN Med Pelka.



OH yxke x0TeJ OBIIO0 ITPEeAIoKUTh Peliky CHOBa MpeBpaTUThCS B ['abelHa...

«HerT, Tak He moumeT».

Korpma on IIpeBpala’iCd B APyroe CymecTBO, €ro BHEIMTHOCTE MEHAJIACh IOJTHOCTRIO.

To ecTb, YTOOHI IPEBPATUTHCS B IPYTOTO YEJIOBEKA, eMY HYKHO OBIJIO CTEPETh CBOM HHIHEUTHUMN 00IUK
C IIOMOIIbIO Maru. A TaKOMY 3aKJISIThIO €T0 HUKTO He V4ul.

— A roe y4aT (pexXTOBaHUIO? — CIPOCUT ApPUH.

— ITa 6pocs THI 3TO0 fieno! 3aueM Tebe dexToBaHUE, €CNIM TH U TaK CUNIEH? JIydllle yK BriOepu cebe
OpyXKWue ToJerde... KHHKaJs, HallpuMep.

— Hert yx!

— [Touemy?

— I'epou He cpaxKaloTCsa KMHXKalaMu!

U Benpb He MOCIIOPUIIG.

B repon4YeCKux carax repou BCerga CpazKarnTCid Me4YaMHu. A KWHXKaIH 1 pallupel — He OJId
HACTOAIINX I'ePOEB.

— W KombsIMHU OHU TOXKe He fiepyTcs! — mo6aBun ApuH.

— A 49TO, TTO-TBOEMY, MOM M€Y HEJOCTATOYHO KPYTOH? — yCMeXxHYJICS Pelik.

— Tebe nerko roBoputh! Thl HAEMHUK! A MeHS C KOIILEM Cpa3y ke apecTyioT! Med eIie nagHo, ero
MOXKHO HOCHUTH [IJIS CAaMOOOOPOHEI, @ BOT KOIIBE...

— ... He monuMmaio, o 4ém THL... B o01iem, 51 Oyny yuuThCs GpexToBaTh Ha MIMHHBEIX Medax! — 3asBu
ApuH.

— EcTb, KOHEUHO, MecTa, rie 00y4JaroT KjlacCudyeckoMy (pexToBaHMIO, — CKa3as Pelik, mokayas
TOJIOBOH.



— OtrBepnu MeHd Tyna!

— A nensru y tebs ecTh?

— Her.

Brnarogaps Peiiky ApuH Ha4as pa3bupaThCsi B IEHHOCTH YeJI0BEUECKUX JIeHET.

On YZXKe IIOHAJI, 4TO ceperHHbe MOHET U MESIKOB, KOTOPEIE OH B34J1 Y Cenum, XBaTUT HEeHaOoJIro.

— Torpa 3abynb 06 9TOM U 3aiiMuCh YeM-HUOynb opyruM. dexToBaHue — 3TO HE TBOE.

— Bcé HopmanbHO. HacTosiie repou CTaHOBSITCS CUIbHEE B XOfl€ CBOUX IIPUKITI0OUEeHMH!

«W roe OH TOJIBKO 9TOMY Hay4HUJICA?..»

— Kcratu, ApuH... — Pelik BAPYT € IOOO3PEHKUEM ITIOCMOTpEII Ha Hero. — A mo4yeMy THI TOTZa II0Tal B
njieH K opkam? Thl ke mar!

— JlyXo3akjnHaTeNb! — IIOIIPaBUll ero ApuH.

— HeBax#o! IToueMy Th TOTHa He UCIIO/Ib30BaJ CBOIO Maruio? Tebs 3acTanu BpacIox?

— 4 torga He YMeEIJI ITIOJIb30BAThCSA OYXO03dKIITMHAHUEM.

— To ecTb, TH X0YEIllb CKa3aTh, YTO TOTA ThI HE OBLIT IyX03aKJIXHATEJIEM, a Celdac — CTaj?

Peuik 3agymarcs.

— Pa3Be 9TOMy MOKHO HAyYUTHCS BCETO 3a MECSII?

— Ila Tam yuuThca HeueMy! 4 3a ecaTh CEKYH[ BCE ocBomy! — ApUH HeMOHMMAIe TOCMOTPEN Ha
HETOo.

— Yto0?

— ITa 9To Cc TOOO¥ CITy4HIJIOCH ITOCJIE TOTO, KAK S... TO €CTh, TOCTIE TOT0, KaK THI YIIEN OT MEHS?
Huuero He mouuMaro!



— A, HY... IIOCJI€ 3TOTr0... — ApI/IH 3aroBOPIIMYECKU ITOHU3UII T'OJIOC.
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