— THI yBEpeHa, 4TO BCE MOTyunnoch, Bepa? — cmpocun [lapuoc.

— Iloka Bce uget no nnany, [Inyro, — orBetuna Bepa. — Ho coxpaHusna nu oHa pacCyfoK, CKa3aTb
He MOrYy.

— BynbTe ocTopoxHbl. OHa MOXKET HamacTh, — Ipeaynpenun Japuoc.

CnycTtsa MTHOBeHUe Ha ria3ax y [lapuoca, ero cnyTHUKOB U Kuaca cBeTI0BoIOCas KpacaBulia
OTKpBIJIa I'J1a3a.

— Kaxk BHI ce0st 4yBCTByeTe? — OCTOPOKHO CIIpocu [apuoc.

— K... KT0 BBI? — C TPyZOM IIpOroBOpUIIa KpacaBulia.

— MBI IPOCTO MYTHUKHU, — OTBETUIIa Bepa ¢ ynbIbKOii, MpOTATUBAs € pyKy.

Cernusi, IPUHSB IIOMOIITL Bephl, MeieHHO mopHsIack. OHA cMOTpesla Ha ce0si, a TOUHee, Ha CBOIO
T'PYOb, C IYCTHIM, HUYETO He BRIPAKAIOUINM B3TTISIOM.

— Yro0... 9TO cO MHOU? Ho 5 Xe... ymMepna...

— IToxoxke, BB 0CO3HATH CBOIO CMepTh, — C 00lerdyeHueM npousHecsua Bepa. — 9To s BepHyIa Bac K
JKU3HU. MBI XOTeu y3HaTh O TOM, UTO CJIY4YUJIOCH C 3TOU JepeBHeU. Kak Bac 30ByT?

— Cenusi. A BHL... CBSIIEHHUK?

— OHa CJIMIIIKOM CIIOKOHHA [IJIs YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM IMOOLIBaI Ha TOM CBeTe, — IpobopMoTa 'acTep,
HAOJTIOMABIINH 3a IPOUCXOISIITNM,

OOBIYHO TTOCIIEe CMEPTH JTIOOU UCIIBITEIBAIOT CUJIbHEUIITNH IIOK.

— 4 Bcerpa Gblyta TOTOBA K CMepTH, — Ipou3Hecia Cenusi ¢ TETKOM YIBIOKOM.

Ona mocMoTperia Ha Jlapuoca ¥ ero CIyTHUKOB.

— BEI X0Teu 3HATh, UTO CIIYYUIIOCH C 3TOM iepeBHeN? f pacckaxy BaM BCE. [0 MeTbYalimux
mompoOHOCTEH.
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— WipTu, uaTy... uOATH Kyda riia3a TAsasT. ..

HameBasi cebe 1o HOC YTO-TO HEBPA3yMHUTEIbHOE, APHUH MIPOMOIKal CBOU MyTh.

Ho mepeBHU BCE He OBLIO.

Bokpyr He OBIO HU IyILIN.

«A, 6via He Obina! [Toneuy-Ka s1!» — pemun ApuH, yKe TOTOBBIM IPUHATH CBOM UCTUHHBINA 00JIHK.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BHIIIEJT K3-3a OTPOMHOTI0 IepPeBa, ¥ ero rjaa3aM IpeacTano OecKparHee Moje
CIIEJION IIIIEHUIIHI.

OH BrIOpascs u3 yneca.

Ha ropusoHTe BUIHENaCh IePEBHS.

«Hy BoT, TonbKOo cobparcs ieTeTh, Kak Ha Tebe — mepeBHs!»

[0 mepeBHU OBLIO €€ [aeko, HO TEIEPh OH yKe He MOT IIPEeBPaTUThCS B JPaKOHa.

«[TepBbIM menoM Kymtio kapty! O6si3aTenbHO!» — noobeman ce6e ApyuH U npubaBul mary.

I o6GpaBIKCh 70 IEPEBHHU, OH MTEPBHIM [EJI0OM HAIIEN JTaBKY ¥ YBEPEHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— JlauTe MHE KapTy!

— Tak 9T0 Ke MsCHad 1aBKa, — 03aJauyeHHO OTBETUI MSICHUK.

— A KapTHI 37eCh He IPOJaT?

— A 3ayeMm MHe ux HpOJIaBaTB?

MSICHUK CZKauics Hal He3ala4yIUuBEIM MTOKYIIaTeIeM U 00bSICHUII, YTO KapThl HY>KHO MCKATh B JIaBKe
C BBIBECKOM «X03IHCTBEHHBIE TOBAPEI».

ApI/IH 1'[06J1ar011ap1/m MSCHHKA U OTIIPABHUJICA Ha IIONCKH Hy}KHOIZ JIaBKH.

— [aliTe MHe KapTy! — ITOBTOPUII OH CBOIO IIPOCLOY, BOMIS B JIaBKYy.



— Kakyio mMeHHO KapTy Bbl UIETE? — YTOYHUII ITPOABELL.

— Xopouyr KapTy!

— W XeaTenpHO TOYHYIO!

— Mornopoii yemoBekK, BaM HyKHa KapTa KaKOH-TO OmpefenéHHON MECTHOCTH?

CrycTs HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi ApUH, TOBOJIbHBIN IIOKYIIKOM, BEIIIIEN U3 JIAaBKHU, CXKUMas B PyKaX KapTy
3alaHoM YacTh KOponeBcTBa Pubeiin. Bramenel maBKu, KOTOPBIHA TOJTBKO YTO IMTPOJAJT EMY OEIIEBYIO
KapTy 3a OOHY cepeOpsiHyI0 MOHETY, ObLIT e1I€ TOBOJIbHEE.

Apuny OBITIO BCE PABHO, YTO ero 0OMaHYIIH.

B KoHIIe KOHII0B, HEHLI'H ObUIN HE €T0.

— Tak, 3Ha4uT, 3TO KOPOnIeBCcTBO Pubeiin... — nmpobopmoTan ApuH, pa3BopauyuBas Kapty. — A
IPHUIIENT OTCIOfIA... ara, fepeBHs Cenuy Ha3biBaslach CaxaH... 3HAYUT, TOe ke s1? A, BOT OHO!

[Toxozxke, 3Ta mepeBHs Ha3bBajlach YaTH.

«KapTa — aro Bemrs! Tak yno0HO!»

Kapra Oblsta meInéBoi, mo3ToMy, Haxe He 3Has OCHOB KapTorpaduu, MOKHO OBIJIO JIETKO OIIPeeInuTh
CBOE MEeCTOIIOJIOKEHHE.

C mpyroii CTOPOHEI, TIOJTYYaioCh, YTO OH YMYOPUIICS 3a0/IyIUThCS Ha TaKOW MTPOCTOM MECTHOCTH, TTie
KapTa, 0 CyTH, U He HyXKHa.

Pasmepininsgs Hag 9TUM, APHUH LIEN IO OOPOTe.

Buezamnuo oH YCIIBIIIAII 3HAKOMBIN T'0JI0C:

— Oii, Kpacasulla! He coctaBus Komnanuio? [IponycTuM o CTakKaH4HUKY...

«['me-To g YZKe CJIBIIIAJI 3TOT r'oJiocC...»



ApuH o0epHYIICS.

— On! 910 Xke...

Ero cobeceqHuk OBITT He MEHbIIE YIUBIIEH.

— Apun?

ApI/IH HaXMYPHUJICA, PA3rjIdabiBasi KPEIIKOI'0 MINPOKOIIJIEYEero IMapHga C BOJIEBBIM JIMIIOM.

— ... Penix?
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BocnoMmuHaHus HAaXJIBIHYJIX Ha HETO0, CJIIOBHO IIyHaMH.

9TOT MapeHb...

[TepBHIf YETIOBEK, C KOTOPHIM OH IMTO3HAKOMUJICS. KOTOPEIN ObIT Tak moOp K HeMy. I KOTOPEIN B3SIT U
mpopa ero B pabcTro!

— Kaca! Kaca! Kaca-kaca-kaca!

ApviHa OKPYXKUIY A3BIKY IIJITaMEHU.

— O, Peiik! Kakas BcTpeua!

OH u mpaBpa OBINT paji ero BUAETH.

ToBOpSAT, YTO JaxkKe Bpara IPUSTHO BCTPETUTDb Ha Y3KOU JOPOTeE.

— Ma... maruga?!

Peiik B yKace BLIXBATUJI CBOM OacTap.

«C Kakux IIOp OH Mar?»

KoHeuHO, OH [OCTa MeY, HO CpaXkaThCsl He CoOMpaIcs.



Pelix He ObIT MacTepOM Meua, ¥ Y Hero He OBIJI0O HY e[WHOTO IIaHCa IIPOTUB Mara, fia eIlé ¥ TaKoro
CHUJIBHOTO, OKPY2KEHHOT0 SI3bIKaMHM IIJITaMEHH.

Ha camowMm mene, ApyvH He MCIIOIh30BaJl Maruio, HO pa3Be MOT IIPOCTOM HaéMHUK, Bpone Pelika,
OTJINYUTH Maruio OT JyX03aKJIWHaTeNbCTBa? BCE, YTO BEIXOAUT 3a PaMKH IIPUBLHIYHOTO, — Marus, u
TOYKa.

Perik IIOKPHIJICSA XOJIOJHBIM IIOTOM M Ha4all JIEIIETAaTh OIIpaBOaHUI. B 5TOT MOMEHT...

— A, Apus! Tsl, HaBepHOe, BCE He Tak noHAm! To, 4TO TOrAa CIy4Yunocs... Aaa!l

OrsenHad IITULA, IPEBPATUBIIKCEH B JIy4Y CBETA, YCTPEMUJIach K Peliky.

— Yepr!

Peiik enBa ycren yBepHyThCS. [11aMs onanuio eMy CIUHY.

B ToM MecTe, Tie TOJIBKO UTO OyIIeBas OroHb, 06pa3oBajachk TTy0OKas BOPOHKA.

ComHeHHM He OBITIO: OJHO IIPSIMOe ToMafJaHue — U BCE KOHYEHO.

— IMomoxmu, maii MHe 0OBSICHUTH! ITO HEIOPA3yMEHHE. ..

BHe3amHo BCE BOKPYT 3a/IlI KpacHBIM CBET. Pas3fgasncs OTyIIuTeIbHBIN I'POXOT.

«BoT u BCE... — momyMan Pelik, MOTHSTHY B BO3OYX YOApPHOU BONIHOM. — [IpoiaiiTe, OTel], MaThb...
MOST BO3/1I00JIeHHA... @, TOYHO, Y MEHS JKe HeT OeBYIIKH... YTo XK, mpomai, mup! Kakas Hesenas
CMEpPTh... A?»

Ero meicnu nmpepBanuch. OH OTKPHIT TJ1as3a.

OH OB XKUB.

Teno XKYTKO 6051e710, HO OH OBIIT el 1 HeBpEOUuM.

B mocnemguuit MOMEHT APUH U3MEHW TPAeKTOPHIO ImoeTa Kack.

— W 410 3a HEmOpa3yMeHUE? — PaBHOAYIIHO CIIPOCUI ApHUH, TS HA HETO CBEPXY BHU3.



Peiik mocmemnus nogHsaTh Ha HeTro B3TJIAL,. Hy}KHO OBLIIO YCIIETEh OIIPaBOATHCS, IIOKA OH HE aTaKOBaJl
CHOBa...

«Hy u kpacoTka... [laxke 3JIUTCSI YMOPUTEJIBHO...»

— Pa3 Momuuib, 3Ha4uT, npaBga! Canamanpapa!

Pyku ApuHa CHOBa 0XBaTUJIO IIJIaMs.

— IMogoxnu! ITogoxmu!
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CHYCTFI HECKOJIBLKO MHUHYT...

ApuH cupen 3a CTOIOM B TaBEPHE HAMPOTUB Peiika.

[Toce OTHEHHOTO II0Y, KOTOPOEe APUH YCTPOMII IOCPENY OePEeBHHU, TOTHSJICS EePerosox. Pek, He
JKeJas IPUBIEKaTh K HUM JIMIITHEr0 BHUMaHMWS, IOCIIEINN YBeCTH AprHa B OIMXKAMIITYIO TaBepHY.

Celtyac, UTHOPUPYS JTIOOOMBITHBIE B3TJISIBI IOCETUTETIEN, OH C CAMBIM CEPhE3HBIM BUIOM 00BSICHSIT
ApuHY, 4TO IPOU301IIa OIIMOKa.

«W ato myxuuHa? ['ne ero ropgocTs?»

«41 OBI TOKe He 0TKa3aJiCs IIOYHUXKATHCS Iepef Takok Kpacasuie! Xe-xe-xe!»

«B cBOE BpeMms...»

Pa3r0Bopr 3ad COCeEOIHUMU CTOJIMKAMU Pa3pazKalin Peiika, HO OH CTapaJiCd He 06pa1_uaT1> Ha HUX
BHUMAaHUA.

Ceiiyac rimaBHOe — IMOTYLUIXUTE II02Kap. HWHaye oH PHUCKYET CTOPETH 3aXKUBO.

— 4 npocTo octaBun Te0s Ha IonedYeHure Toro Toprosua. YectHo! ITo3xke g y3Hau, 4To Te0s mpomau
B pabCTBO... { mbiTancs Te0s1 BHIKYIUTD, HO... — PelK TSKeJ0 B3OOXHY U caesall O0IbIIoN II0TOK
II¥Ba. — ... HO 0OKa3aJiock, 4To Tebs Kymun caMm [lapuoc, nereHpapHeiii [IpakoHo6oper! Hy u 4To g
MoOT cefnaTh? 4 Obl He MoCMeJT faxe 0IM3K0 MOJONUTH K TAaKOMY YeJI0BEKY!

OH CcHOBa B3[IOXHYJI U JOTIWII IINBO.



— IIpoctu meH4. 4 He x0Tesn, 4TOOH Tak BHIINO. Pa3Be s Korga-HUOYOb IJI0X0 K TeOe OTHOCUIICS,
Apun? Ecnu OBl THL CKa3aJjl, 4YTO TH Mar... XOTs, HET, YTO 9TO ... B 0011eM, s X0Tes Kak JTyyllle.

Peiik pa3wirpas neper ApHHOM IieJioe NIpefiCTaBlieHne, n3o0paxas packasiHue, coxXalleHne U 00Uy
ofHOBpeMeHHO. OH yKpafgKou B3TJIAHYJ Ha ApHHa.

'HeB Ha nulle AprHA CMEHUJICSA YAUBJIEHUEM.

— 3HAYuT, TH He MpOJaBaj MeHs B pabCTBO?

— KoneuHo, HeT! ITO IPOCTO Hefopa3yMeHUE.

— IloHATHO, — ApPYH YCIIOKOUJICS.

[Touemy Pelik 00mer4€HHO BBIJOXHYJI, YCIIbIIIAB €TI0 CJI0Ba, ApuH He moHsn. Hy ma nagHo, 9TO Belb
IIPOCTO HElOpa3yMeHue.

— Pefik, 3aKaxu MHe (HPYKTOBOTO COKa.

Y Hero nepecoxiio B ropie.

— KoneuHo, 3aKa3biBail 4TO Xo4ellb! Y MeHs moyiHO feHer. braromgaps tebe s... TO eCTh...

— Yto 3HAUUT «Onaromaps MHE»?

— IIa Tak, Huvyero! ITomoxkmu 3mech, s ceyac nmpuHecy Tebe coka. YTo-HUOYOb eIé X04elrs?

— 4 ecTb X0UYy!

— OH, xo3suH! [IBa cTenka!
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[Tpocrba KIMeHTa — 3aKOH.

ApUH C alleTUTOM yIJIeTal CTeNK, KOTOPHIM IT0faIu UM Ha YKUH.

— MMM... BKYCHOTHUILA...



— YT0-4TO THI XOUeIllb CAelaTh? — YOUBIEHHO IepecIpocuil Peik.

— CraTh MEYHUKOM, — ITOBTOPUI ApPHH.

— 3auem?

— A 3a4eM CTaHOBSITCSI MEUHUKAMHU?

— Ho 181 ke Mmar!

— To GBITIO IyX03aK/IMHaAHKE, @ He Marusi. MMM... 3TOT cOyC IPocTo 6oKecTBeHHEIN! Pelik, Xo4elrb
eme?

— X034uH, elne Iopuuio NyauHra! — KpUKHyNI PelK, a 3aTeM IPOJOIKUI PacClpaliuBaTh ApuHa: —
Marusi, oyxu... HeBaxHo! ['maBHOe, 4TO TH 04eHb cunI€H! 3aueM Tebe ObITh MEYHUKOM?

— A YTO B 9TOM Taxoro?

Pelik emié Mor MOHSATH, MOYeMy APHUH XOTeNl CTaTh HAEMHUKOM.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IJIT 9TOTO He HYKHO OBIJI0 06/1afaTh KaKMMHK-TO 0COOBIMU HAaBHIKAMM. APHH, C €T0-
TO CHJIOH, JIeTKO Halén Or cebe paboTy.

Ho meunuk?

Peiik pemus, 94To 00513aH OTKPHITH 3TOMY HAaUBHOMY IOHIIY T'Jla3a Ha CYPOBYIO PEATbHOCTS.

— IMomoxknu-Ka, ApyH, — OH CHSIJI C TTosica OacTapy ¥ MPOTSAHYJ ero ApUHY IPSIMO B HOXKHaX. —
[Tonipo6y#, nogepxku. TOMBKO He BEIHUMAaM M3 HOXKEH.

He cTour pa3MaxXuBaThb ME€4YOM B JIIOOHOM MeECTe 0e3 BeCKOun IIPUYNHEI.

— O, KaKo# KpacHBbIi!

ApI/IH C BOCXHUIIIEHHEM B34JI MeY.

— Omu!

3ansacTee BBIBEPHYJIOCE IO TAXKECThIO Meda.



OH oKa3aJcs TsAXKenee, 4eM APUH OyMaJl.

— OTO BeC HaCTosALIero Meya. [J[yMaellb, TBOU TOLIKME PYYKUA CMOT'YT UM MaXaThb?

ApI/IH IIOIIBITAJICA IIOOHATH Me4 oberMu PYKaMH.

[TogHSTE-TO OH ITOMHSJ, HO TEJIO 3alllaTajioch. MaxaTh UM OBIIIO SIBHO HE IO CHUITY.

— H... HeyXenu oH TakKOM! TAKEIbIH?

— JTO elll€ He CaMBIU TSXKEJBIN Med. f-To MOTy UM U ONHOU PYKOU MaxaTh, — YCMEXHYJICS Pelk,
3abupast Med U IPUKPEIISAS ero 00paTHO K MOsACYy. — ApHH, THl Belb U TaK Blafeelllb Marueu... TO
€CTh, JyX03aKIWHaHNeM, KaK Thl TaM 3TO Ha3bIBaellb?

C TakoM CHJIOM MOXKHO He TOJIbKO HAaéMHUKOM CTaTh.

— 3aueM Tebe OBITL MEYHUKOM?

— [ToToMy 4TO 3TO KpPyTO! — ropmo OoTBeTUNI ApHH, TOAHSB OOJIBIION ITaell BBEPX.

Pelik 03aaueHHO MOPTHYIIL.

Hy ma, MeYHUKHM — 3TO KPYTO.

He mpocTo Tak [ieTH UTPalOT B BOMHYIIKY AePEBIHHBIMU MEeUYaMHU.

Ho ogHO meno — MaxaTh MEYOM HaIlIPpaBO ¥ HAJIEBO, 1 COBCEM OPYIrO€ — BRI3BIBATE OTHEHHBIE CMEPYHU
1 YCTPAUBATh I'PAHONO3HEIE B3PLIBHI.

— Cornacucse, BTOpoe ropasfo Kpyde, — Pe30HHO 3aMeTus Pelik.

Ho ApuH OB HEIPEKJIOHEH.

— B obuiem, 51 Oyny Me4HUKOM! — 3asIBUJI OH, OTIIPaBIISASI B POT IOCTIENHUIM KyCOK CTelKa.

— [enaii Kak 3Haemb. CTaTh HAEMHUKOM HECTIOXKHO. [IpOCTO HY>KHO IPUUTHU B TUIBANI0 HAEMHUKOB
¥ 3allMcaThCsl, — I0XKaJl IiedyaMu Pelk.



— A KaK e HCIBITaHue?

— TrI uTO, B pHIapu coOpasncsa? Kakoe eré ucnrTaHue?

— To ecTs, CTaTh HAaEMHHMKOM MOKET KTO yrox[Ho?

— KoHeuHo.

BHe3zamHo nuio Pelika cTalo CephE3HEIM.

WcnriTaHusa He HYXKHHL. [loe 6051 caMO pacCTaBUT BCE 110 CBOUM MeCTaM.

TOMY, KOMY MO2KHO OOBEPATH, HOBEPAT CIINHY.

A TOTO, KOMY JOBEPSATHL HEJIb35, UCIONIb3YIOT KaK KUBOM IIUT.

«Crnabaku BCE paBHO [OJITO HE KUBYT».

ok

ComnHue cemo. HacTymuia HOUb.

ApuH BHIIIEN U3 TaBEPHH U HAIIPABUIICS K TOCTUHUIIE, PACIIOIOXKEHNE KOTOPOX OH 3apaHee y3Hal Y
MECTHBIX XXUTEJIeH.

— A TH Kyfa? — cIpocu’l oH y Pelika, ocienoBaBIlero 3a HUM.

— B rocTunuy.

— A moyemy co MHOU?

— T OyMaellb, B 9TOU JEPEBHE [IBE I‘OCTI/IHI/I]_IBI?

Kak oka3ajnoch, OHM HaIPaBJISINCh B OOHY U Ty 2Ke TOCTUHUILY, B KOTOPOM OOBIYHO OCTaHABIMBAJICS
Peiik.

— A, TIOHSATHO.

— CBOOOIHEIX HOMEPOB, CKOpee BCcero, HeT. [IpumeTcs cnaTth CO MHOM, — cooOIun Pelk.



Bckope 0HUM IOJONIIY K IBYX3TaKHOMY 30AaHUIO C BEIBECKOM «30JI0TOM 3aKaT». ApuH yxKe cobupanics
BOMTH, Kak BAPYT...

XO035IMH TOCTUHMUIIEI IIOCMOTPEII Ha Hero, 1 Ha €ero JInle II0ABHUIIaCh XUTpPad YJ'IHGKB..

«YT10 3TO C HUM?»

X035IMH MOJT4a HOIIEeBEIUIl MAU3UHIIEM.

«He HpaBUTCSI MHE €T0 YXMEIIKA...»

— Tol upgétrs, ApuH? — OKJIUKHYJ ero Pelk.

— A, ma, uny!

ApwuH nocnemun 3a PeiikoM, 3a0BIB IIPO CTPaHHOE TTOBEJIeHNE X0351MHa IT'OCTHHUIIHL.
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