— Xe-xe-xe... — TPAKTHUPIIUK U IIATEPO MYZXKHNKOB, OKPDYZXKHUB ApI/IHa, YXMBIIATACH.

«Y4TO UM OT MEHS HYXKHO?» — YAUBJIEHHO CMOTpEJI Ha HUX ApUH.

BHe3amHo ero 0CeHuso:

«A, ToyHO! B TaBepHax XKe Bcerga gepyrcs!»

B kuurax, KOTOPBIE OH YHUTAJI, IIOYTH B Kaxnou TaBepHe IIPOUCXO0OUIIO KaKOG-HI/I6y,'E[b IIpoucCiaeCTBUe.

Hy, €CJIM 4€CTHO, TO B KHUT'aX ITIOYTH HE OIINCHIBAJINCh T€ CJIy4daH, KOrga repou IMpoCTO IIUIIN IINBO 1
HH C KEM HE IpainuCkb.

— Bel, HaBepHOE, XOTUTE CO MHOU NOAPAThCA? — CIPOCUNI APUH, LOBOJILHEIM CBOEH NOTafKoMu.

MyXVKHU ONELNIIN.

— YT0 oHa HeceT?

— Jii, Cc Hel BCE B mopsimKe?

Ho pgonro sTo He IpomoixKanocs.

— Ila kaKasg pa3Hulla? — KPUKHYJ OAUH U3 HUX. — KpacaBulibl Bcerna B IjeHe! XBaTaliTe eé!

OpmuH U3 MyKUKOB GpOCHIICS Ha ApHUHA.

U tyrT...

Ba-6ax!

['pOXOT, BCIIHINIIKA — ¥ 110 BCEY MTUBHOW PA3JIETENIMCh KYCKH YeTr0-TO KPaCHOTO.

— A? — MyXUKU 3aMepIId.

B [IeHTpe KOMHATHI MEOJIEHHO 0CEeOaJIO Ha IIOJI TEJIO 0e3 BerHefI YacCTH.

— Y-4T0 3TO... — IpoILIenTan KTo-To.



— A-a-a! — 3aopan gpyroi.

ApuH He 3ps ynbibancs. Y Hero ObIT KO3BIPh B PyKaBe.

«Xoporto pabotaeT. 2Kanb, 4TO 5 €Ie He IpUIyMall eMy Ha3BaHUE», — OH IIPUMEHUI HOBYIO
TEXHUKY, KOTOPOH ero Hayuua ['abeiiH: cHayasa BeI3Bas CajaMaHApY, a 3aTeM B30pBaJ €€ C
nmomotibio Kacwl.

ApuH IOJHSJICS ¥ XOJIOMHO OTJISIAEes COOPABIINXCS.

— Emé KTo-T0 X04eT nonpo0oBaTh? — OH XOTeJ K00aBUTh YTO-HUOYOL Madh0CHOE, KaK HaCTOSIIUN
Tepoy U3 KHUT, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT €r0 B3IJIS[ yIIajl Ha TeJI0, U3 KOTOPOTr0 BEIBAIMIIUCH KUIIKH.

«Kaxk Konbaca 13 opka», — IOAyMaJsl OH, BCIOMHUB TI061Moe OJTI0[I0 U3 IeTCTBA.

— BxycHoTHIa, — mpo0opMOTas OH BCIIYX.

My}KI/IKI/I, OO0 3TOT'0 UCIIBITEIBABIIHKE JINIOb CTPAX. HO6J'I€I[HGJ'II/I OT yZKaca.

OTa KpacuBas IeBOUKa C aHTeJIbCKAM JIUIIOM TOJIbKO UTO IIpeBpaTHia YejioBeKa B (aplll, U Teneps ¢
BOXK[EJIeHNEeM CMOTPHUT Ha eT0 KUIIKH.

— A-a-a!l

— Y-yynosuire!

Onu O6pocunu oyOMHKY U IYCTUIUCH 6eXKaTh CO BCEX HOT.

TOnIBKO TPAKTHUPINHUK OCTAJICA CUOETH Ha MeCTe, IPOZ&Ka OT CTPaxa.

— Y—y-y — OH He MOTI' BEIMOJIBUTE HH CJIOBA.

— Hy 4To, msifsi, moroBOpuM? — CIIPOCHIT APUH, OCMOTPEBIIUCH TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— O yéM IOTOBOPUM? — IIPOJIeleTall TPaKTUPLIUK.

— YT0 BHI XOTEJIM CO MHOU CHejaTh?

)%k



B ux rayxyio mepeByIIKy MpHUIIia KpacuBas He3HaKoMKa. OHa Oblla OfHA, ¥ He OBIJI0 BUTHO, YTOOHI
OHa yMeJla opaThCs.

Y Torma OHU PEIINIA €€ OMOUTh, CXBATUTh ¥ IIPOJATh B TOPOI.

Tak 3BYy4adJIO IIPU3HAHKUE UCIIYTaHHOT'O TPAKTHUPIIKUKA.

— To ecTb, BB XOTEJX NTPOMATh MEHS B pabCTBO? — HAXMypHUJICS ApUH.

«OmaTte?!» — oH cOexkas U3 [oMa COBCEM HeIaBHO — M BOT OIATH!

«Heyzxkenu B Mupe Jiofel MIPHUHSITO XBaTaTh He3HAKOMIIEB ¥ ITPOfaBaTh UX B pabCTBO?» — YAUBUIICS
OH.

— 4... 1 OosbIe Tak He Oymay! — 3armIakasn TPAKTUPIIUK. — [IpOCTU MeHS, s ObIT BRIHYXK/IEH... Y MeHS
noub 60seeT, HyKHHBI ObUIM IeHbTY Ha JIeYeHHE... XHBIK-XHBIK. ..

OH paccka3san ApruHY KaJIOCTJIUBYIO HCTOPHIO O TOM, KaK OH ObIJT BHIHYKIEeH IIOWTH Ha
IPEeCTyIIeHNe, ¥ TOKJISJICS, 4TO O0JIbIlle HUKOT A 3TOTO He TOBTOPHUT.

KoneuHo, BCE 9TO OBIJIO BPAaHLEM.

Yro6hI TpoAaTh KOT0-TO B pabCTBO, HY2KHO OBIJIO UMETh CBSI3U, 3HATH JIIOJEH, UMETh KaHallkl COBITA.
Henp3s npocTo Tak «Ciay4arHO» B3SATh U NIPOJATh YeJIOBEKA.

ITO 3HAYMIIO, UTO OHHU IIPOMBITIIIAJIA 3TUM OABHO.

Ho TpakTUpIIKK IPOJOJIKAJ JITaTh:

— YeCTHO... S IEePBHIH pa3... IPOCTH MEHS... s He y3Has Te0s...

— Yto? He y3Han? — ApuH npuiypusicsa. — To ecTh, Thl MeHs 3Haelllb?

— [la... He y3Hal... TPOCTH... O0bIe He Oymy... — 3aKUBaJl TPAKTUPIIHUK.

Ba-6ax!

CHoBa pa3malicCs B3PHIB. HI/IBHYI-O 3aIIOJTHUJIM KYCKH 9ET'0-TO KPACHOTO.



«Kak ke OH MeH$s y3HaJ’I?>> — ApI/IH B HEJOYMEHHUHN CMOTPEJI Ha TEJI0O TPAKTHUPIIKUKA.

KoneuHo, TOT OBIJI BUHOBAT, HO BCE XK€ CMePTh ero Obljla HeCIIpaBeIJINBOM.

«Hy, Temepb OH TOYHO HUYETO HE PACCKaXKeT», — APUH OCMOTPEJICS IT0 CTOPOHAM.

Bropyr B MUBHOM €CTh eIllé KTO-TO, KTO 3HaeT ero cekpeT? HykKHO ObIJI0 YHUUTOXKUTH BCEX
CBUIETEJIEH.

Ceituac mns ApI/IHa OBITIO BAKHO TOJIBKO OB€ BEIIIX: BRI2KUTH U HE JATh cebs PACKDPHITE.

«Huxkoro...» — oH O6paI];OBaHC${ TOMY, 9YTO HAY4YHJICA IIOJIb30BATHCA OYXO3aKITMHAHUEM.

Tenepb eMy He HYKHO ObIJIO TpeBpaNaThCS B IpakoHa, YTOOBI paclpaBUThCS C BparaMu.

«Tak, 1 4TO MHE TEIIepPb OoenaTh?» — OH IIpOroJIoagasiCAa U PeIIniI CHa4dalla IIOECTh.

[TuBO eMy He IIOHPABUJIOCH, TAK YTO OH B3I TAPEJIKY C GPYKTaMHU U Hadajl KeBaTh.

«XM, XKaJjlb, IeHer y MeHs HeT».

TpakTupImuK ObIT MEPTB.

3HAYUT, IEeHbI'Y B TAaBEPHE HUYbH!

A HWYBHE OEeHBI'M OH MOXKeT 3abpaTh cebe!

ApwH 001IapUI TaBEPHY U HAIIET HEIIOXYI0 CYMMY: HECKOIBKO JIECSITKOB MEHEIX MOHET ¥ JaXKe
HeMHOTo cepebpa!

«Xe-xe... Ha KaK0e-TO BpeMs XBaTUT, — OH NOBOJILHO Y/IBLIOHYJICS U BHIILIEN U3 TaBepHHL. — Tak, a
Tellepb MOUY B TABEPHY U IOCILIIO».

U omnarte Tynuk!

B mepeBHe He OBIJIO TABEPHHE — 3HAYMUT, HETTE OBIJIO CIIaTh.

«JlagHO, IEepeHouYyIo B IUBHOU», — pellnsl ApUH.



TpaxTupumk OblJT MEPTB.

3HAYUT. IUBHAS HUYbs!

A B HUYBbEU MUBHOM MOXKHO IMEPEHOYEBaTh!

ApUH BEpHYJCS — U TYT e IIOHSJI, YTO CHesIajl OLINOKY.

B nuBHO#M OBITH TPYIIHL.

He camoe Jiy4iiee MeCTO [OJisd HO4YJIera.

«49TO XKe menaTh?»

K cuacThio, 3afiHsIs IBEPb TUBHOU BHIXOAMIIA BO IBOP, KOTOPHIM COEOUHSIIICS C APYTUM JIOMOM. ApUH
IIPOLIET Yepe3 ABOp U 6e3 IlepeMOHK paclaxHy IBEPk.

— 3OpaBCcTBYyUTe! — KPUKHYJI OH.

«3ppascTByiTe!» [Tocne TOro, Kak yOuI OByX 4eloBeK?

Ecnu 65l 9TO BUieNnu Te, KOTO OH OTIIPABUII Ha TOT CBeT — OHU Okl B rpoby nepeBeprynuck! Ho Apus,
He 3alyMBIBasICh O TaKUX MeJIo4aX, BOIIEN B JOM.

BayTpu Oplna mecTHUIlA, KOTOpPas Bejla Ha BTOPOX 9TaX.

— KT0 TaM? — IOCIBIIIAJICS HEeXKHBIN XKeHCKUH I'0JI0C.

— 4 xoTen OB y Bac mepeHo4YeBaTh, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHII APHH.

— A, BB, HaBepHOe, NyTelneCTBeHHUK? [IoMHUMHUTECH Ha BTOPOU 3TaX, IepBas ABEPH HAJIEBO, —
OTBETHJI TOJIOC.

— Cmacu6o!

ApuH TIONHSJICS Ha BTOPO# 9TaxK U YBUAEN XKEeHIIUHY, CUASAIIYI0 B Kpeclie Ha KOJIECUKaX.

— Haur moM coBMeIIEH ¢ TOCTUHHUIIEH, HO Y HAaC pegKo OBIBAIOT TOCTH.



9T0 OBlNTa OEBYIIKA JIET OABAOLIATH IISATU C 6J'IeI[HI:»IM JINIIOM U OesocHexKHEIMU Botocamu. OHa
BRITJIsAEJId KaK IIPUBUOEHNE.

— 4 He Mory BaM HH4YeM IIOMOYb. Y MeHs 60bHbEIe HOTH, HO MOY OTEIl OTJIMYHBIN ITOBap U 04eHb
moOpkeIi YemoBeK. BaM y Hac MOHPaBUTCS, — OHA YIIBIOHYIACE.

[Toxozxe, OHa pelnia, YTo ApUH — OOBIYHBIN ITyTEIIeCTBEHHUK, M COBEPIIEHHO He UCIILITHBAJA K
HeMy HUKaKUX ITofo3peHuii. HaBepHoe, TOTOMY, YTO NMPUHSJIA €0 3a [eBYIIKY.

— A moueMy TH HE MOXKEIIlb XOIUTh? — CIIPOCUIT APUH, YKa3kIBas Ha eé Kpeco.

— ¥V MmeHs 60nbHBEIE HOTH, — OTBETHJIA OHA. — MeHs 30ByT Cenus.

— A meHst ApuH, — 0oH ynbIOHYIICS U fo6aBuin: — U 5 He meByIIKa.

ok

Hous.

ApuH cupnen B KomHaTe Cenuu u 607Tana ¢ Hew.

— To ecTs, TH OyTellecTByellb? Minents IpUKIYeHuid? — crupocusna Cenus.

— Ara! 4 xouy ctaTh repoem!

— Ho 4T008I CcTAaTh repoeM Hy:KeH KOPOJIb JEMOHOB.

— Mup Tako# 6ombinon! I'me-Hubynb xKe 0H eCTh!

— H-Hy, HaBepHoe...

ApuH 3aMojyala ¥ I0CMOTpell Ha Horu Cenuu.

—A II04YeMy Thl HE MOZXKEIIb XOIUTH?

Ynei6Ka ucuesna ¢ auna Cenuu.

— ¢ He yBUXKY CllefyOllel BeCHbI, ApUH...



ApWH OYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CKa3aj YTO-TO HE TO.

— Iloyemy? — TUXO CIIPOCUJI OH.

— ¢ 6ombHa.

— Ecnu TH1 6071bHA, Te6s HYKHO BBIIEYUTb, — CKa3an ApuH, Kak O0yaTo 9To Ob1I0 camMo coboi
Pa3yMerouuMCs.

— Bpauu u CBSIIIIEHHUKY He JleYaT 0eCIIaTHO, — C TOPeybio yIbbHymack Cenus.

— IlpaBma? Y MeHs eCTb HEMHOTO fieHer, — ApUH JocTall U3 KapMaHa T'OpCTbh MOHET.

— Xa-xa-xa! Eciu 051 M010 00JIe3Hb MOXKHO OBLLIIO BRIIEUUTH 3@ TaKUe NeHbI'M, MO oTel Ol He
paccTtpauBancs, — ckalana Cenusi. — OH, KOHEUHO, OT MEHS 3TO CKPBIBAET, HO S 3HAI0, YTO JIeYeHUe
CTOUT He MeHbIIe OeCSATH ThHICAY 30JI0THIX. [1e HaM B35ITh TaKKe AEeHbI'W B HAIllel TIyLIn?

E€ ynbiOKka moracia.

— Hy u napHo. 1 He x04y OBITH EMY B TATOCTH, ja U JKUTh MHE 0C000 HE XOUETCH...

I'nsns Ha eé ynmeIOKy, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO IIPOCTYIAH CJIE€3H], ApUH IOYYyBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO HEIIOHSATHOE.

EMy cTasno rpyCTHO U TSXKeJIo Ha fylle. ITo ObIJI0 CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH HUKOTZA PaHbIIIe
He UCIIBITHIBAI.

— CTpaHHO, Y MeHs KakK Oy[TO KaMeHb Ha CEepJlle, — CKa3aJsl OH.

OH HemaBHO €], TaK 4YTO {eJio ObIIO He B TOJIOAE.

PaHHI ero 3a;Kuiu, 3Ha4uT, ¥ He B O0JIH.

«YTO0 Xe 9TO TakKoe?» — YOUBUJICS OH.

— Trl, HaBepHOE, HUKOTTA He Tepsin 6Iu3KuX, — cKalajna Cemnus, Taias Ha Hero.

ApVH yCTaBUIICS Ha HeEE.



«Hukorga He Tepsn 6IU3KUX?»

KoneuHo, nofieit OH He TePsiJI, HO ¥ Hero ObUIM POACTBEHHUKU. BOT TOJIBKO OH HUKOTMA C HUMU HE
paccTraBascs.

Ero mama, KapCGHI/IaH, " JenylIlikKa, KameaIZH, OHHM HUKYHOd HEe NEeHYTCA.

I pakoHEl He 607eloT, a [IpakoHOOOPIIH, laXKe eCJIU U MBITAIOTCS KOr0-TO YOUTh, TO BRIOMPAIOT CaMbIX
cnabbIx: OEJTBIX UK 3eIE€HEIX. KpacHbEIe TPaKOHE! XKUBYT OYEHB [OJITO ¥ HUKOTHA HE YMUPAIOT
IpexkIeBPeMeHHO.

A w0y, KOTOPEIX OH BCTPETHUIT B MUPE JIIOTIEH. ..

«...OBITH HE OYEeHb-TO XOpOIIUMH...»

Peiix, [Tapuoc, MuHa (Ha camoM fienie 3T0 Oblyia Bepa, HoO ApuH 00 9TOM He 3HaJ)... EMy He KeM OBII0
TOPIOUTHCS.

Tactep u I[1nyTo BoOOIIE MTHITATUCH €T0 YOUTE.

— Ecnu 6wt He ['abeliH, s Obl, HaBepHOe, yMep, — Ipo6opMoTan ApyH U BAPYT BCIIOMHUI: — ToyHo! 4
coBceM 3abbin mpo 'abeiiHa!

On Trmomymari, 2KUB JIX OH HUIIN YK€ HEeT.

— Jla magHO, pa30epéeTcs Kak-HUOyab, — MaXHYJ OH PYKOH.

— O koM THI TaM OopMouerb, ApuH? — crpocuna Cemus.

— A? H-H1 0 KOM...

— Hy napgso, — Cemnus yneiOHyIack. — JlaBai CliaTh, yKe IO3IHO.

— Tl Takasg gobpast, — yauBuics ApuH. — M mpu 3TOM XOPOIIUY YeTOBeK!

— XM, CTpaHHO THI roBopuilb, — Cenusi HaxMypuack. — Ecnu 51 goOpasi, 3HaUUT, ST XOPOIIUI
YyeJioBEeK. A THI TOBOPHIIE: «100past ¥ IMIPKU 9TOM XOPOIIUN YEJTIOBEKY. ..

— Hert, — nokayarn ronosoit ApuH. — [loOpsle m0gu 00BIYHO He OBIBAIOT XOPOLINMH.



— YTo TH Takoe roBopulllb? — Cenus yOUBIEHHO CMOTpeia Ha HeTo.

Ho ApuH He cTan oTBeYaTh Ha €€ BOIIPOC. BMeCTO 9TOTr0 OH CIIPOCHUIT:

— A mipu 4éM TYT TO, UTO 51 HUKOTMA He Tepsiy Onu3kux? [loyeMy y MeHs KaMeHb Ha ceppie?

Cenus mocMOTpena B OKHO.

— ¢1 He 3HAIO, TIe TH JXMBEIIb U KTO T, — HaYajla OHa, TTIAas Ha HouHOoe He0o. — Ho THI, HaBepHOoe,
XKWJT OYeHb CUACT/IMBOHN KU3HBIO, €CJTM HUKOTA He BUMEJ, KaK CTPafaloT APyrue aomu. T,
HaBepHoe, U3 OoraToi ceMbu?

— 910 cekpeT. Tak Impu Y€M TYT MOE cepple?

— A Tebe HUKOTTIa He OBIIO I'PYCTHO? — cmpocuia Cenus, Tsias Ha ApuHa.

«I'pycTHO?» — ApuH 3agymarsncs. — BrIBaio 11 eMy ITpyCTHO?

— Korpa memymka KapiitaitH TOBOPHII, UTO CIUIIKOM YCTal ¥ HE X04YeT pacCKa3blBaTh MHE CKa3KH...

Cenus 3acmesimack. OHa cMesifiach Tak [IOJT0, YTO Jaxe CIE3H BEICTYIIUIIN Y He€é Ha rjas3ax.

— A y TebGs HUKTO He yMupa?

— Her...

— A npy3psi? Unu, MoXkeT ObITh, JOMAIIIHUE KUBOTHHIE?

— Her.

— T u IIpaBaa XKHII CYaCTIMBOM XKMU3HbIO, — THUXO CKalana Cenus. — FPYCTL II0X02Ka Ha OT4YasiHHue.
Korma CIIy4a€eTCs 4YTO-TO IIJIOXO0€, YTO-TO HEIIOIIPAaBUMOE, OT Yer0o X04eTCAd Y6e}KaTb, HO He
IMONMy4aeTCsda, MBI YyBCTBYEM I'DYCTh..

OHa roBopua Tak, Kak OyATO caMa yxe MOoTepsiia BCIO Halexky.
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