«OTrpOMHBEIN».

«IIpoCTO OTPOMHBIN».

«HeBeposiTHO OTPOMHBIN».

Takumu OblIM IepBLe BIedaTneHus [abeiiHa OT IpakKoHa, KOTOPOTO OH YBHUEN B CBOEH KU3HMU.

«3Halo, 4TO 3BY4YHUT I'pybOBATO, HO MHE HE XBAaTAeT CIIOB».

I pakoH ObLT YyAOBUIIHO OOJIBIINM.

FabeliH mexan Ha 3eMJie, He B CUJIaX IIOMHSATHCS, HO BCE PAaBHO HE MOT OXBATHUTh B3TJISIIOM BCE TEIIO
9TOTO CO3TaHMUSI.

OrpoMHEBIY 3BePb, TIOYTH MTOTHOCTHIO YHUYTOXKHUB OKpyZKalolllre flepeBbs, BCTall Iepen [JapruocoM U
ero CIyTHUKaM#, 3aummias [abeiHa.

«MeHS 3alIUINaeT... APaKOH?»

MozkHO ObIJIO OB CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO OYEHBb TPOTraTeIbHO, HO ['abeiH AyMas o IpyToM.

«Pa3 yX& OH TaKOM OTPOMHEIU... TO ¥ ABIPKa Y HEr0, HaBEPHOE, TOXe OrPOMHAs...»

Bcé meno OwIsio B TOM, YTO APHH, CIIPSITAB €r0 3a CBOEM CIIMHOM, IPUHSI CBOM UCTUHHBINA 00MTHK.

Y c Takoro pakypca ['abeiiH Bumen TOIbKO ero 3af. OH He MOT IOIIEBEIUTLCS 1U3-3a paH, II03TOMY
0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIbKO JIEXKaTh ¥ CMOTPETE.

«Ecnu ApuUH peluT TYyT IOKaKaTh... TO S XKe YTOHY B fepbMe! Wy OH Ha MeHd CALeT, U 1 yMpYy,
pa3[aBIeHHEIN ero OTPOMHOU 3aaHuLen? He xouy ymupaTs HU Tak, HU Tak...»

MoxeT, 9TO OT IIOTePH KPOBHU?

B Takoi HanpsXEHHOW CUTYyalldd OH OJyMaeT O BCIKOU epyH[e.

— Tabetin! Trl XKUB? — ronoc ApuHa JOHECCS [0 HETro, CIIOBHO TPOM.

«Tak 3By4HuT royioc ApuHa, Korga oH B o0nuuuu apakoHa? Kak 6ynro HeGeca roBOpsIT».



— 2Kus! — npoxpunern 'abeiid, codOpaB ocTaTku cujl, — ECM THL... Ha MEHS He CSAellb...

[TocnenHi00 YacTh ¢pas3sl ObIJIO HE PACCIIHIIATE, HO pa3 OH OTBEYAET — 3HAYUT, KUB.

ApuH oBepHYJCT K [[aprocy ¥ ero CIyTHUKaM.

Te OLUIM B IaHUKE.

— Boxe mou! [Ipakon?

— Heyxenu on ucnons3osan «I[Tomumopd», 4TOO TPEeBPAaTUTHCS B APaKoHa?

— BrITh TOTO He MoxkeT! JTiofy He MOTYT IPeBpallaThCs B APAKOHOB ¢ IoMoIkio «[Tomumopda»! 3to
IIoKa3bIBaeT, YTO OH C CaMOro Havasa OblI fpakoHOM! — maxe B TaKoOl cuTyanuu [actep He YIyCTHI
BO3MOXKHOCTH OJIECHYTb CBOMMHU IIO3HAHUSIMH.

— ¥x Tr1! Kak 3mopoBo! — BocknukHyn [ImyTo, oOpatascs K [Japuocy, — go0aeCTHRIN
Ipakono6operr! Kak HacuéT TOro, 4TOOH Pa3pyOUTh 3TOTO 3BEPS IIOI0JIaM CBOUM MEYOM?

— MoxeT, nyu4llle MyCcTh BEJIMKUM Mar ['acTep UCIONb3yeT «Yaap MeTeopuTa»? — mnpeaioxuia Bepa.

—A nepen 3TuM HJ'IYTO MOZXKET OTOPBATh €EMY KPEIJIbA CBOUM MeqoMm!

OHH HeCNu BCSAKYIO UyIb, IIOBTOPSISE COOCTBEHHEIE JIETEH/IB ¥ CITyXH, KOTOPHIE XOMUIIH O HUX B
Hapoe.

BOT HAaCKOJIbKO OHU PACTEPSIIUCh.

— CoOepurecs! — psiBKHyna Bepa. — Jlapuoc, eciu U Thl OygelIb Tak TOPMO3UTh, TO HaM KPHIIIKa!

— OctopoxHo! OH HamamaeT! — KpUKHYT [Japuoc, pe3Ko Ipuxofs B ceds.

OrpoMHas nama o6pyImiach Ha HUX. Bce 4eTBEPO METHYNIUCH B Pa3HbIe CTOPOHHL.

Hapuoc, [Inyto u Bepa — mosarasick Ha CBOO JIOBKOCTH, a ['acTep — KCII0/Ib30BaB 3aKJIMHAHUE
moJera.

Babax!



3eMns 3ap0XKaJia OT yaapa. 3aTem pa3gaicsa OFJTYLHI/ITGHBHHﬁ péB, OT KOTOPOI'0 3aAp0ozKajl BO3OYX.

— Pppppp!

KpacHBIY OpaKOH OMYCTHII JIally ¥ CHOBA TIOOHSII €€, TOTOBSICh K HOBOMY YHapy.

Cyns o orpOMHBIM BOPOHKAM, OH yKe He pa3 ITOBTOPSIJI 3TOT IIPUEM.

— Kak 6ynTo cHOBa cpaxatoch ¢ ['paTeycom, — cka3san [lapuoc I1nyTo, ckuMasi B pyKe CBOU Med,
OKYTaHHBIH Tony0oit aypou.

— TonbKo Ha 3TOT pa3 y Tebs HeT CBAIIEHHOT0 Meda «JIyHHBIN», — ycMexHymcs [1nyTo.

— Ceityac He BpeMs myTUTh! — Jlaproc He yCIen JOroBOPUTH, KakK Jiala AprHa CHOBa pUHYJIAcCh B
aTaky.

— Vx!

Ho onU CHOBa yBEPHYIIUCS.

OTO HAlOMWHAIO PeKIaMy CPefCTBa OT TapaKaHOB: [IapHOC ¥ eT0 CIyTHUKYM HOCUITUCH BOKPYT
IPAKOHA, KaK Te CaMble TapaKaHHI.

— HaBepHoe, 3T0 BCE M3-3a TOTO, UTO MBI YK€ CpazKaJlich C [pakKoHOM, — cKa3arn [InyTo. — d yxe He
YYBCTBYIO ce0s TaKUM 3allyraHHBIM.

— OH Tako# XKe OrpOMHHIY, KaK ['paTeyc, — 3ameTuna Bepa.

— HaBepHoe, OHH OOHOT'0 BO3pacCTa, — IIPEeOII0JIOZKUII r]:[ElpI/IOC.

— ComHeBalCh, — IoKayvaj rojoBou ['actep. — ITO KpaCHBIY APaKOH. A 3HA4UT, OH... — Mar He
yCIIeJl HOTOBOPUTh, KaK XBOCT ApUHa C CUJION BUXPS OOPYIIHMIICS Ha 3€MIIIO.

— OCTOpPOXKHO!

— ...JOJIXKEH OBITH HE MEeHEee THICSYH JIeT... — IIPOOOJIZKHUIL FaCTep, €lBa YCIIEB YBEPHYTLCA.

— OcCTOpPOXKHO!



— ...0T poXpaeHus!

— Ilony4aetcs, oH ctapie I'pateyca...

— ...H onacHee!

— A 3HauuT... — Bepa yclesna Ipou3HECTH TOJIBKO 9TU CJI0Ba, KaK XBOCT AprHa CHOBa METHYJICI K
Hel, CJIOBHO OTpOMHasl KpacHas IJIeTh.

— ...HaM KoHeIr!

Babax!

Ho oHu cHOBa yBEpHYIUCE.

— He o6s13aTenbHO, — Bo3pas3ui ['acTep, — KpacHble IPaKOHBI CYUTAIOTCS CAaMbIMU CUJIBHBIMU CPeQr
CBOUX COOpAThHEB.

— Yépr! Ta yTo XK Takoe! — KpacHBEIA IPaKOH B SIPOCTHU 3apasl FOJIOBY K HEOY.

)%k

ApUH IOHSN:

JIrogu CIUIIKOM MalieHbKue. B HuX TaK CJI0XKHO IIOIacTh!

HyxH0 cMecTH UX 0OIHUM ygapom!

— Pppppp...

Ilaproc moYyBCTBOBaJ, KakK BO3AYX BOKPYT CrylnaeTcs. BeTep Hayan CTpEMUTENBHO JBUTATHCS B
CTOpPOHY ApuHa.

9TO MOTJI0 03Ha4YaTh TOJIBKO OOHO.

— OrzenHoe prixanue! IlnyTo, 6eperucs!

Tonbko [lapuoc ycresn KpUKHYTh, Kak ['acTep 1 Bepa Hadyanu HalleBaTh 3alllATHHIE 3aKJTMHAHUS.



— Cwua n1p1a, CTaHb MHe ITUTOM!

— Xenenuc, fapyu MHe CBOIO 3aIuTy!

B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 acTu OPaKOHAa BEIPBAJICSA MOI.T.IHBIfI CTOJI0 OTHS.

Tt !

3emis 3aTpsiciiack. [lepeBbsi BOKPYT IIPEBPATUIIUCH B YEPHYIO IIBIIb OT XKapa.

['abeiiHa, 1eKaBIIEro HEIOJAIEKy, BOJTHOM OTOPOCHIIO B CTOPOHY. PaHbI €T0 OTKPBIIACH U CHOBA
Haydaau KPOBOTOUYUTH, HO OH Jaxke He 3aCTOHAJI — HACTOJIbKO paji OH ObLI TOMY, 4TO eMy GoJbllie He
IIPUXOOUTCS CMOTPETh Ha 3aAHULY IpaKOHa.

OrHeHHOe [IbIXaHMe IPEeKPaTUIoCk. BOKPYT 3aBhIBaJl BETED.

T iTammI. ...

Korga geiM paccesincs, Ha 3emiie 00HApyKHUJICS OTPOMHBIN KpaTep. B ero meHTpe MepIian 3aluTHEINR
Oapnep.

«Jla moyeMy ke Bbl He JoXHeTe?!» — ApuH cKpuren 3y6aMu, TSI Ha YeTBEPHIX, KOTOPEIM YOaI0Ch
3aIIUTUTHCS faXkKe OT er0 OTHEHHOTO [IbIXaHUS.

U tyrT...

Baprep mpobuiu gecsTKU KpacHBIX MOJHUN. OHU BOH3WIUCH B TEJI0 ApMHA U B30PBAJIUCE.

BABAX! BA-BAX! BA-BA-BAX!

— «PyOpakpaTruueckas ctpena»! BenukonenHo, [acTep! — pa3mancs BOCTOPKEHHBIN KPUK I1myTo.

— A-a-a-a! — 3aopan ApuH.

Bomp 6bl1a afgckoii. Ha KphUTbSIX MTOSIBUINCE OTPOMHEBIE TIPOOOMHEI, Yelllysl TpecKajach U OChIIaach.

«Bbonbuo! BonbpHO X)ke!»

— Ero orseHHoe ApixaHue He Takoe yXK U CUibHOe! MBI MOXKeM ero oCTaHOBUTH! — KpUuKHYy ['acTtep.



HHYTO HAIIOJIHMJI CBOM Med MaHa, Bepa HadaJla YUTaTh 3aKJINHAaHUE.

— He pmauite eMy BpeMeHU Ha pereHepanuo! Atakyute! — paspasncss KOMaHAHBIA royoc [Japuoca.

HHYTO B3MAXHYJI MEYOM, U ITATh I"OJ'IY6BIX KJIMHKOB Bp€3aJIuCh B PaHEHO€e TEeJIO ApI/IHa

— KBu-u-u! — 3aBu3xai oH.

B ogHo u TO xKe MecTo! BombHO XKe! ApUH 3aMeTalcs, MHTasCh COPOCUTH C Ce0sT BParoB C MOMOILBIO
XBOCTA.

Ho 6ecmnionesHo.

OTH MIOOUIIKA OBLIN CIIMIIIKOM 6bICTpI:>IMI/I " BEPTKUMHU. OHU C NETKOCTBIO YBOPA4YHBAJIUCh OT €TI0 aTakK
1 IIPpOJOoJIZKaJli HaCTYIIJIEHHUE.

Bomme6HEIN oroHb ['acTepa BuxpeM o0pyIIuiacs Ha ApuHa.

— «Apckuyi OroHb»!

CrnemoM 3a HUM — JIe[sTHOE 3aKIHHAHKE BepH.

— «CpsmerHas 3aMapo3Ka»!

WU cHoBa ymap IlnyTo.

— «IIaTh ynapoB OATU CBALIEHHBIX JPaKOHOB» !

— IMnyto! Tebe HEOOs13aTEMbHO KaXKABIM pa3 KpuyaTh Ha3BaHUS CBOUX IPUEMOB! — BO3MyTHIaCh
Bepa. — IIpocTo gepucs!

— Jlayt MHe IIOBeCeuThCs!

BABAX!

HoBas BosiHa 6011 IPOH3KUJIA €T0 TEJIO.

«A-a-al»



ApuH Ovin B moke. OH gaxke MpeacTaBUTh cebe He MOT, 4To, Oyayur IPpaKOHOM, OH OymeT
UCITHITHIBATh TAKYIO OOJIb.

B ronoBe BCIIBIIM BOCTIOMUHAHUS 0 CMePTH 0ejioro fApakoHa I'paTeyca.

<<KapMaHHa5{ cobauka KOpPOJid, Uik KOBPHK...»

BHe3amHo ero oceHusa reHuanbHas MBICTIb:

«IToroguTe-Ka, a C 4ero 3To s BOOOIIe C HUMHU HGPYCB? A xe MOTYy IIPpOCTO YJ'IeTeTB!»

O cymecTtBoBaHuu 'abeliHa OH yKe JaBHO 3a0BbIJI.

ApUH pacnpaBul KPHIIbSI.

HOprB Be€TPa IIOOHAI B BO3OYX Ty4H IIBITIN U II€CKa.

— On B31eraert!

— OH X0YeT aTaKoBaTh HAC C Bo3ayxa!

— Baprep! CHoBa Oaprep! — ckoMmaHnmoBan [Japuoc.

'actep u Bepa CHOBa IPUTOTOBUJIUCH K 3alLUTE.

— Cuna nbOa, CTaHb MHE ... — ['acTep OCEKCS U YOUBIIEHHO YCTABUJICS B HEOO.

Hapwuoc u ITmyTo, TOTOBEIE OTPA3UTH JIIOOYIO aTaKy, TOXKE 3aMEPJIM C OTKPHITHIMYA PTAMH.

—A?

— 97

Bepa, BCé emmé unTaBmIas 3aKIMHAHKE, YOUBIEHHO TOCMOTPE/IA HA TOBAPHUIIEH:

— Xeneuc, papyy MHe ... BEl 4ero?

[TnyTo mokasain majblieM B He6O:



— OH ynerenn.

—A?

— Vneten, rosopio!

— Yrto TH Hecelb? — Bepa He moHKUMAana, 0 YEM PeUb.

— Bon, cMoTpu! Bupuins, KpacHas TOYKa Ha TOPU30HTE? OTO OH U €CTh. YApall.

Bepa momuana.

«,.»

Ilapuoc ToxXe Mo4arl.

«,.»

B 0611eM-TO, B 9TOM He OBIJIO HUYET0 YIUBUTENLHOTO. Y AprHa He OBIJIO MPUYMH CPaXkaThCSd C HUMU
HACMEPTh.

U BCE XKe HUKTO U3 HUX faXkKe He JOMYCTHUI TaKOM BO3MOXKHOCTU. M Ha TO Oblyla MpUYUHA.

— JIpakoH... Oa eIé u KPpacHHIH... cOexas 0T KaKUX-TO JIIOOUIIEK, MOAgkKaB XBOCT? — 'acTep OB B
SIPOCTH.

— Bot ke X! A 5 yXe II0BepUJI, 4YTO MBI €r0 II0YTH 3aMOYUIn!

)%k

«Xa... Xa... Xa...» — ['abeliH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO V¥ HETO TEMHEET B I'JIa3ax.

Oxn OBl HA I'paHu CMEpPTH. Yunouua YZXKe He MOTI'JIa COePXKHNBATE KDOBOTEYEHHE.

— 3Hau OHl... ocTaBUJ OBl «DIUKCUDP XKUIHU» cebe... — TpobopMOTall OH C TOPEYbIO.

Y Hero He ocTaNOCh CUJI JaXKe Ha TO, YTOORI ITOJI3TH.

OH TIpUCTIOHUJICS K JIepeBY ¥ 3aKPhLI I'jIas3a.



«Hy u pena...»

B3mox mpeBpaTUicsd B CTOH.

Hy u Bo 4TO mpeBpaTHiach €ro KU3Hb?

Borbllie mecsaTy €T OH CKUTAJICS TI0 CBEeTY, yOrBas Jtofei 1 MedTasi OTOMCTUTEL Kapceno.

U yero on gobumncs? Crtan omHuM U3 «HeTrIpex Kopoielt HaEMHUKOB»?

Ia, cpeny HAEMHUKOB y HETo Obljla onmpefesiéHHas pernyTalrsi, HO 9T0 OBIIO JIUIIb IYCTHIM 3BYKOM.

YTO TONKY OBITH «KOPOJIEM», €CJIH TepPe[l HaCTOSIIMMK MOHCTPaAMHU OH — HUUYTOXKECTBO, HE CIIOCOOHOE
faxe gaTth OTIIOP?

«A-a-ax...»

CozHanue ero MmyTHeno. OH yXKe IIOYTH He CJIBIIAa COOCTBEHHOTO T'0JI0Ca.

«Heyxenu s ympy?»

Tak HUYero u He AOCTUTHYB...

Tak 1 He OTOMCTHB...

[Ipocro... ympy...

«HeT!»

T'abeitH pe3Ko OTKpPHLI ra3a. OH gojkeH ObUT B3STh CE0ST B PYKH.

OH He Mor YMEDPETE.

He 3pecs, He Tak riayno!

«A-ax!»

JTro0oe mBUXKEHME OTHAaBaI0Ch afiCKoM 0071610, M3-110[1 MOBSI3KHM, IPONIUTAHHON «YHIWHOW», TEKJIa
KPOBb.



Ho oH momkeH OBIJT BCTATh.

— ¢ He yMpy... 1 HEe MOTY YMePETh... — IIPOILIEINTal OH, IOAHUMASACh.

— He ympy... HE MoOTYy...

Horu ero nogkaumBaauch, HO OH YIIOPHO ITPOOJIKAJI MTOIHUMAThCS.

U BOT OH yXe CTOsAJ Ha HOTraX.

[TycTs ene-ene, MyCTh B t060H MOMEHT IOTOBSICh yIIaCTh, HO OH CTOSIIL.

«MHe HYXKHO... HaWTH KOFO-HI/IGYI[B, KTO CMOXKET MEHS BbII€YUTh... B OEPEBHE...» — OH IIOIIBITAJICA
BCIIOMHHUTD, YTO HaXOOUTCs m0OJIM30CTH.

B nonygHe nyTH oTciofia Oblyia HeOombInasg AepeBymika. KoHeuHo, TaM eMy BpSf I CMOTJIN OB
TIOMOYb, HO XOTS OBl OKAXKyT IIEPBYIO IOMOILb, OCTAHOBSAT KPOBb...

Omnupasich Ha MeY, KakK Ha 1MocoX, ['abeiH MeIJIeHHO 3alllaraj BIEepes.

— He ympy... 4... HE... yMpY...

OH He MOT yMepeTsk.

He Torma, xorga B ero cepAane XKujla Kaxaa MEeCTH. Chy YGJ'IIOJIKI/I nu3 Kapcenﬂ, OHHU YGI/IJ'II/I ero
CEMEIO, Y6I/IJ'II/I TaK MHOTO HEBUHHEIX TIOOEH — U IIPOOOJIZKAIOT 2KUTh IIPUIIEBAIOYH...

OH He MOT yMepeTb.

Ecnu Ha cBeTe ¥ ecTh 60TH, TO OHM HE MOTYT AOMYCTUTEL ero cMepTtu! He ceiyac!

— ITaneko ke Tl 3a0p€J1, — yCBIIIan OH r0JIOC Mara.

910 OBIIIO TTOCTIEOHEE, YTO OH YCIIBIIIAII B CBOEM XKHU3HU.

Bcnwllika MOJTHUM 03apuiia jiec, ¥ rojioBa ['abeiiHa B3opBajach, 06[1aB BCE BOKPYT KPOBBIO 1
OCKOJIKaMH KOCTEH.

Be3ronoBoe Teno pyxHYJIO Ha 3eMJII0, KaK CJIIOMaHHas KyKJia.



— 2Kanb, KOHeUHO, — cKa3ain [ImyTo, riasas Ha Teno I'abeitHa. — C TaKUMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU OH MOT
OBl CTATh HEIJIOXUM phHITIapeM. [la elé u Marus CTUXHUH...

— TeM Gonee ero HyKHO YHUUTOXKHUTL, — OTBETUJI ['acTep. — MiHaYe OH MOXKET MPUHECTH HaM MHOT'O
XJIOTIOT B OyZyIIEM.

Iaproc Mom4ya cMOTpes Ha Teno ['abeiiHa.

[TnyTo OBIN IIpaB, 3TO OB TAaTaHTIUBLEIM BOMH. [{a eI€ 1 CBI3aHHBIN C APAKOHOM... KTO 3HAEeT, KEM
OBI OH MOT CTaTh.

Ho Tenepsb y Hero He ObI7I0 OyIyIIETO.

«[ToTOMy YTO OH MEPTB».

Cmepr CTaBUT KPECT Ha BCEX BOSMOZKHOCTAX.

— 2Ku3Hb HecnpaBemyuBa, — XMypo mpobopmoTan Japuoc.

— A xorpa oHa Obl/la CITpaBeJINBOM? — XMBIKHYT ['acTep.
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