Bpems ucropui.

"A TBI OB X0TeN1a yMepeTh?" JIeH mocMoTpes Ha KaTapuHy U yKe MOIyMBIBal BEITYCTUTEL CBOIO
TIOJABIIAIOUIYIO aypy, HO TepefyMal CYuTas 4To 3To OymeT peOs4ecTBOM U TOJIBKO IToMelnaeT Oecene.

..." A Tem BpemeHeM KaTapuHa Obl/la B 3aMelllaTeIbCTBE, YTO e [enaTh, 00SIThCS WU CUECTh 9TO 3a
myTKy? "HeT, s1 ObI TOUHO He X0TeNa ymepeTb.Ho 3aueM OblsT 9TOT Bompoc?"

"A? [la HET s IPOCTO TakK CIpocui. Xa-xa. [JaBHEHBKO 51 CO CMEPTHEIMU He TOBOPUJI, BOT U HECY
BCsIKHUii Opeqn." MoxeT JIeH u BRITTISIAEN O€CIIeUHEIM, HO OH SIBHO YTO-TO 3amyMail. "Tel HaBepHOe
ronogHas? Ewb 4TO 3ax04ells, TyT Ha JIOKUHY MyKUYKWH XBaTUT." OH KeCTOM IIPOBeJI 10 BCEMY CTOIIY
Y NIPEOJIOXUII IepeKyCuTh KaTapuHe, KOTopas JaBHO He eJla.

"I-ma... Cmacu6o." KaTapuHa TyT-3Ke IPUHSIACh 3@ MHAEHKY C KaPTOIIKOW, OHA KagHO 3alluXyUBaia
HOXKKM 3a IeKH. "Takx o céM ¢l xoden moxodopucs?" E€ 4TO HE YUUIIH, YTO TOBOPUTHL C HAOUTEHIM
PTOM HETIPUIUYHO?

"Xa-xa JoXKyH CHaudasa, a I0TOM II0rOBOPUM."

KatapuHna moena MHAEHKY ¥ YaBKHYB Ha ITOCJIEHOK ITIOCMOTpea Ha JIeHa, OH CH[IeN BCe B TOM ke
1103€e C PYKOil y mog0opoaKa.

“Tak 0 4eM THI XOTEeN IIOTOBPUTH?"
"Hy MHOr0 4ero... Ho a5 Hayana, TH XKe 3Haelllb KOpOoIeBCTBO Bepmumna?"

"9M... KoponescTtBo?" KaTapruHa OblJla HEMHOTO OIllapallleHa,Bedb TO YTO OH Ha3Bajl KOPOJIEBCTBOM
yxe kKak 500 et 6510 UMniepuest 3anb, a Bepmusisl Ovlna BeTMYauiiuM ropofgoM KoHTHHeHTa. "[I-
Ioa HO 3TO HEMHOT'0 He Tak."

"Bemeicie?Heyzkenu ero yxe 3aBoeBaia dnbMupa unu Keban?" JIeH mogyman o ABYX KOPOJIeBCTBaX
KOTOPHIE MOT/IH OBl 3aXBATUTL BepMuiny.

"UTO!? [Ing Hayasna s Xxo4y 3afiaTh Bonpoc. Kak maBHO TH BooOIe O B Bepmumne?"

"Hy rme-to 845 ner. [Tnioc, MuHyc mapy nyH." 9Ta IoKupyoinas ¢pasa Oblyla Tpou3HECeHa
abCOJTIOTHO CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

"¢1-s1 He moHuMaro... CKobKo ke Tebe net? Trl uTo GeccmeTHRIN?" KaTapuHa MoXoxke He MOHSIa YTO
OOHUM U3 TeX puillaped bora CMepTH 4TO YHUYTOXKUIYU '0007104YKy' 2245 neT Ha3af, SABMISAJICS TeM
CaMBIM PHILIAPEM, UTO CHMEJ HAalIPOTUB Hee.

"T'me-to 2380 eT, 3TO ec/u He CYUTATH Te rOOEl YTO S OLLI elle 4ej0BeKoM."

"KxMm,KxMMm." OHa mombITanach coOOpaThCS C MBICTISIMHU, ¥ BHUKHYTh B TO YTO HAMTPOTUB HEE CUOUT
OYEHD pmpeBHee CylIecTBO, Tak ellle U He3Hallllee HUYEero 0 HhIHEIIHEM II0JI0KEHUY Aell.

Cettuac 2447 rog BTOpoy 3pHL. "Opa Boros" ,Tak Ha3kIBalOT 3Ty 9Py ,II0 OKOHYAHUHU ITEPBOM 3kl 60TH
HavaJld B3auMOMIeCTBOBaTh C MUPOM CMEPTHHIX. Bo BpeMsi mepBoii 9phl JIIOAK 3HANIX 0 Oorax, HO OHU
He KaK He IPosBIIsAnu cels, OHa mpomitunack mpubnu3utenbao 8000 rer.

B 202 rogy BTOpOI 9phI OblNTa YyHUUTOXKEHa '0000uka’ bora 2Kusuu UnmyproHa, Bo BceM OBl TOBUHEH
Bor CmepTtu Mpnan u nokioHeHNEe eMy 3alpelieHo Mo ceil AeHb. TonbKo B 2202 rogy cTano U3BEeCTHO
yto bor 2Ku3nu He OBIJT YHUUTOXKEH, & UTO JIUIIb er0 000JI09Ka Oblla OBPeXAeHa U OH He MOT



BJINATH Ha MUP CMEPTHERIX.

KoponescTtBo BepMmuna, a Tounee ropop 011 ocHoBaH 1026 meT Hasap, B 1421 roxy "spsl boros".
Coycta 101 rop (B 1522 romy) ropox ctan KoponeBCcTBOM C Bedylilel 5KOHOMUKON ¥ apMuel Ha
KOHTUHEeHTe. He ynuBuTensHO uTo K 1923 romy oHa cMoriia 06beqeHUTh COI03HbIe KOPOJIEBCTBA
3opuH u 3edero, 3aXBaTUTL INbMYpPY U Keban KoTophle He XKejand 00beIeHsAThCSI B UMIIEPHIO I10
nobpomy. Bce BoeHHBIE U MTOUTHYECKHE NENUCTBUS MOMOIIIM K CBOEMY KYIbMUHALIMOHHOMY MOMEHTY
B 1947 romy, poBro 500 net Ha3af. Tak MosgBUIaCh BeIudaulnas UMIEepUs 3aby.

"Hy napgHo, moxoxe THl MHOTOT'O He 3Haelllb." KaTaprHa paccka3ajia eMy BCe YTO 3Hajla 0
KoponegcTse.

B Teuenun nape yacoB KatapuHa pacckasbiBaja UCTOPUIO KOPOJIEBCTBa CUEBIIEMY HAIIPDOTUB
Kopormo AiizpypTa. OH BHUMATEIBHO BCIYIINBA/ICA B KaXKA0€e CJI0BO U KUBAJL.

"V MeHs erie oguH Bonpoc." HakoHel-To JIeH mofan CBOM IyTraloLui Iojioc, KOTOPHIH OB yKe
IpUBLIYHEIM A1 KaTapuHbl. TeM BpeMeHeM OHa yIjieTala CBUHUHY B COyCe YCTaB OT BCEM 3TOMH
6otoBHHU. "KTO ceiiuac Kopons... UMnepaTop 3anbma?"

"Umnepatos @appeH. PappeH IX." CrnokoitHO oTBeTUNa KaTapuHa, 3Has 4TO yAUBISATLCSI HEYEMY.

"Xo! Huuero ce6e quHACTHS [0 CHX ITOP MPOOOJIKAeTCs! 3HAaUUT OCTasICS TOIBKO OIMH BOIpPOC... f
y2Ke TMOHMMal0 YTO 9TOT BOIIPOC MOIyYUT OTPUIlaTeNNbHBIN 0TBET." [TocnenHioo ¢ppa3y JIeH cka3an B
yMe.

"Bce-xke 5 cupouty. ['me certyac HaXOOUTHCA IPUABOPHLIN Mar OMuUmb?"

"KTo 9T70?" KaTapuHa Braja B pa3fyMbe, KTO MOT KUTh TaK [OJIT0 YTO-OkI ero Mor 3HaTh JIeH? U TyT
ee OCEeHUJIO KeM MOT OBITh 3TOT DMHJIb.

"MoxeT TH uMen BBURY ApxuMara Omunsd ¢oH ['ekdens? OH certyac B CTOJNULE B KOPOJIEBCKOM
IBOpIle, Majio KTO BUAEJ 4TO-OBl OH OTTy[a YXOOUJI HafloIro."

"Hy Teneps g TouHO 3Haw 4yTo HAM penats!" PagoctHo npokpuuarn JleH , y KaTapuHel faxe
3aJI0KUJIO YIIU OT ero Mep3KOoro rojoca.

"Ham?! Yto 3a mman? Thl XKe o0elllan 4TO BEPHEIh MeHsI Ha KOHTUHEHT!"

"Bot umenHo! f1 cobupaioch HaBeCTUTh MiMiepaTopa u Apxumara, a ThHl MHe C 39THM ITOMOXellb." JIeH
PeIIUTENIbHO BCTAJI U MOLIEI B CTOPOHY TPOHA.

"UTO!?Tel cepre3HO HagyMan npubau3uThcs K MmnepaTopckomy aBopiy?Ma Tebs 3a 100
KIJIJIOMETPOB OOHapyKaT 1 OymeT 6exkaTh KaK OT YyMbI!"

"Bce mog koHTponeM..." JIeH 1moines 3a TPOH ¥ OOCTall YePHHIM Med B HOXKHa. "OCTanoch TOIBKO
pa30yguTh OPyTuX COHbL U HoOpaThcs 0 MMnepaTopcKoro ABopIa."

"1 Kak XKe THl coOupaelscs 3To caenath?" [IpoOypuana KatapuHa, MpourHOpHpOBaB IEPBYI0 YacTh
€ro IpenyioXeHus.

"Ha moeM gpakoHe win monpocuM CUHEr0 Hac TeNlemopTUpoBaTh." CAUIIKOM IPOCTO AJIS TaKUX
(baHTaCTUYECKUX IIJIaHOB.
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