[TepeBogun u pegaktuposan Kanutau ['mym! To nu emme GymeT!

kK

— PouiB! Unu croga U He cMel cMesIThCs!

Korpa 3onoTucThie 3pauky XaiuTa paclIupPUINCh, MOTHSAIACh BonmeOHas IbIMKA, OKyTaB ero miaevo.

[TnaBHEIM OBHXKEHKHEM cepelpsHas Marndeckas cujia nepepn IKuml Hadaljla TPAaHCHOPMUPOBATLCS B
Oeoe, CBETSIIEECS CYIIEeCTBO.

... IpakoH — HeT, 3Mesq?
OpHako y 3Meu ObIIM KPBIIbS — BOT BeOb 3araJOYHOe CYIIEeCTBO.

CyuiecTBo, o6y1afaBliee CIIOKOUHEIMY 30JI0TUCTEIME IJIa3aMH, TaKkKe UMeJIo 61ecTsIyo cepebpsHyo
YeIIyio, TIOKPHIBABIITYIO BCE €T0 Tej0. Y Hero Obiiu rubKue KOHeYHOCTH. Marudyeckas Cuia, KOTOPYIO
OHO M37Ty4aso, OblJla HaCTOJIBKO 002KECTBEHHOM, UTO BCe TOGIM30CTH KOe-KaK CTOSI/IA Ha HOTaX.

Y 3710 Cy111ecTBO CMESAIOCE.

— Xaxaxaxaxa—!!! Bugumns? 4 ke roBopus Tebe! Takoi HeBEPOSITHO KeJTaHHIM pe3yIbTaT HU 3a
YTO He Ipousoies 661 6€3 I0gBOXa — HO THI, TH KJIIOHYJ Ha 3TO, ¥ K TOMY XK€ C TaKUM
BeNnuecTBeHHBIM BumoM!! Hatr skoObl pa3yMHBIN UMITIEPaTOp Ha caMoM fefie Boobire He coobpaxaeT
B POMaHTHUYeCKUX OTHomeHusx —!? dyrsaa —!!

Xamuc ¢ pa3Maxy IIBHIPHY 00KEeCTBEHHOE CO3[MaHue Ha MOJI. 3aTeM OH BCTajl CO CBOETO CTyja U
00HAaXKUJI CBOU Med.

— CMmotpuTe! CerogHAIIHUY Y2KUH - )KapeHBI Ha BepTelle ApaKkoH!

— Ilorogu! [lan MHe nnepenoxHyTh! f HaKOHEI-TO ITOIBUIICA 3eCh U3 APYTrOro U3MEepPEeHUs II0ocye
CTOJILKUX JIeT!

— IMouaTHOo. Tebe GosbIle HEYETro CKa3aTh? ITO TBOU MOCIEeNHNE CJI0Ba?

— Aaa, mogoXKau, MOAOXKAY, S TOJIBKO YTO BCIIOMHUJ — ‘KpacuBLIE, KaK XpyCTajb, (GUOIEeTOBLIE
riasa’ — s OOJIKEH ITOXBAJIUTh TeOs 3a TO, YTO TH IpuAyMa aTo cpa3y! Tl xopoiio mopaboTan Haf
3TUM!

Xaguc moKpacHel ¥ HeMeJIeHHO IIOTBITAJICS YIapUTh CYIIeCTBO, KOTOPOe YCKOIL3HYJIIO OT €T0 Meyua,
M3BUBAsICh, KaK 3Medl.

— OTO ThI MeHd mmoarosopus! Tel CKa3as, YTO 9TO MOU €IUHCTBEHHLIY LIaHC IPUYAAPUTh 3a KEM-TO
pa3 ¥ HaBCer[a, YTO 5 He JOJIKEH ero yImyCTUTh!

— Ho pas3sBe 4 He npaB? B KoHIle KOHIIOB, ¥ TeOsS €CTh TOIHKO IPUATHAS BHEIIHOCTb — B TOXKE TaK
cunuraeTre, MajieHbKass MUCC?

IToka OHa BCe ellle CTOosiJIa C INHPOKO PACKPEITEIM PTOM OT TaKO# ClieHE, 00KeCTBEHHOE CO3jaHue
TIOSIBUITOCH Y HOT JIkum. OH B3TPOMO3IUIICS e Ha IJIeY0 U YCTAaBUIICS IPSIMO Ha Hee.

— Trl MOKeIllb OHOBPEMEHHO CIIBIIIATh M BUOETh MEHS, BEPHO? JTO HAa CaMOM [iejie YOUBUTENbHO, 5
ynouBiieH. TH fomKHa ObITh @ IIOKE, HO He IT0X0XKe, YTO 3TO Tak.



— fI, 4eCcTHO roBOPS, TOXKE OYEeHb YOUBIIEHA.
— He comHueBatoch. Thl MOXKeIh KpUYaTh CKOJIBKO 3axoyellb. iy gpoxaTs. Mnu ynacTs B 0OMOPOK.

— OHa npeKpacHO MOXKET IIPOTUBOCTOATh U TBOEH, U MO Maru4eCcKou Cujie, UMell B BULY. IOTO
BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, IOCKOJIbKY OHa 006J1aflaeT LOBOILHO OOJIBIIINM KOJTNYECTBOM MarndeCcKOM CHUJIHL.
CTpaHHOEe SIBJIEHUE He [IOIKHO OBITh [IJIST Hee TaKUM YK TSKEJIBIM.

Xamuc BIIOKHUI CBOM Me4Y 00paTHO B HOXKHEI, KOrjia JI2KUJT yCIIOKOUTIACh.

— CrpanHoe siBnenue" —!? C stum Benukum [IpakoHOM 00IIA0TCS KaK CO "CTPAHHEIM SIBJIeHHUEM'
—1? Kyna KaTsTCs 100U B HAIlU JHU...

— O-3-3, TH, HaBepHOe, IOMelllaH Ha bore-gpakone?

[Tpexpe yeM OH He Hadajl OYepegHble BEIXOOKHU cripocuna [IKum.

Xapuc yCMexHyJics.

— HeBaxkH0, HaCKOJIBKO 3TO [I0X0XKe Ha 3Mel0, HO 3TO IIpaBfa.

— Koro 3o TH Ha3biBaellb 3Meen!? 4 Mmoryuuu gpakoH! Moryuuu Bor-IIpakoH!

... YECTHO T'0OBODS, PeB BRI KaK 3Mel C KPBIIbIMU.

... 3HAUUT, OH HACTOSIIUY, a He IPOCTO HApOJHAasd CKa3ka? ... 4 Cibllana ero Jereuay...

CoBOpuUIIH, YTO 3TOT KOHTUHEHT — [IpaTu — BO3HUK I10Cciie OMTBH Mexkay KpaTocom — Borunen
JIi06Bu u 3emnu - u PeliBoM, MOTyIleCTBeHHEIM borom-IpakoHoM, paBUBIINM OeCKpaliHUM HeOOM.

O6a oHM mapoBau 00KECTBEHHBIE CHUITHI I[APCTBEHHKIM MOTOMKaM KpaTtoca u PetiBa. TakoBHI GbITu
MU 0 KOPOJIEBCTBAX, IepeaBaBIInecs U3 MOKOJICHUS B IIOKOJIEHUE Ha MPOTSIKEHUH THICIY JIeT
KOH(GJIMKTa, B KOTOPHIH Obl7Ia BOBJIeUeHa YeloBeyecKas paca.

KoponesctBo KpaToc OvI710 HageneHo 00UTbHOW Maru4eckKou CUinon oT boruHu—XpaHUTeTbHUIIH -
TakKuM 00pa3oM, mjist mofei ObII0 eCTeCTBEHHO 00/TafaTh PA3HEIM KOJTUYECTBOM MAaruu, OT MEHBIIeH
no 6ombireli. B ymoMsiHyTOM KOPOJIEBCTBE YaCTO POXKOAJIUCH JIIOAK C CUIBHBIMU Maru4eCKUMU
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH.

C mpyro#t cTopoHHl, B IMnepuu Pe#iB ObII0 MHOTO IPAKOHOB, a He TeX, KTO 06J1ajial MOT'yIIleCTBEHHOM
Maruen. [[KWUII He cYuTalla CyllecTBoBaHue bora moJHOCTHIO JTI0KHBIM, IIOTOMY 4TO OBUIM U IpyTHE
pasnuunsi, KOTOpkle HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJI0 00BSICHUTh — HAIIpUMep, pa3Hulla B ypoxkae, IPOU3BOIUMOM
B KaXX[IOM KODPOJIEBCTBE.

OpHako Ipota THCS4Ya JIET C TeX 0P, KaK 3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO MOSIBUIOCH HA CBET—
— OHa HUKOT[a He JyMasa, 94To bor Bce ellle CymecTByeT 3[eCh.
PenB cupen Ha rosoBe KW,

— OHa MOXKeT BUIETh MEHS U Pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOM. JDTO mpekpacHo. Ho ee Bo3pacT.... Xaauc,
Tebe meBsITHAAIATH, BepHO? YT0o HacueT 3Toi MaleHbKOM MHCC?

— Eit gecaTh neT. Y Hac pa3HuIla B BO3pacTe BCETO [EBSATH JIET, B 3TOM HET HUYETO HeOOBIYHOT0. ITO



BCe ellle B IIpefesiax 3[paBoro CMEICTIA.
«4T0?!»
— YTt0?! - HeBOIBHO BEIPBaIOCh ¥ [IKui. Xafguc CKpeCTUsI PYKU Ha TPyAU U YCTaBUJICS Ha Hee.

— # ckasaj, 4TO 3TO BCE PaBHO B IIpefiesiaX 30paBoro CMuicia. Moy MaTh, KOTfla OHa BHIIIA 3aMyX
3a MOEro COPOKaJIeTHETo 0TI, OblyIa IIeCTHAAIIAaTUIETHEH.

— H-Ho mHe Bce etne gecsts net! Kak g cMory poouth Tebe HacnegHuka? ITo Obiio 6l mpobiemoit!
— ... POIMTHL HACIETHUKA ...
Xamguc 60pMOTaJl, IOBTOPSS €€ CJIOBA, MPeXkae YeM ero IeK: BHe3allHO IOKPACHE]IH.

— M-MBI TOJTBKO YTO BCTPETUIIUCE ... Hy, KOHEUHO, 9TO BaxKHas TeMa AJig 00CyKOeHus, HO He TIpU
TaKOM SIpDKOM CBeTe [OHA ...!

Ero Bupm, Korga OH U30 BCEX CUII CTapalicsa n30erath ee B3rIsAIa, Ka3ajcs 3a0aBHEIM.

... [logoxnauTe, moueMy y KU cpa3y BO3HUKIIM BOCIIOMUHAHUS O TOM BPEMEHHU, KOTa
KpacHelIre OeBYIIKYA IpA3HaBaIuch eu!?

— Tol Bce elile Moropa. Tel He 00si3aHa BeCTH ce0st KaK B3pocyasi. Mbl JOMKHEI O0JIbIIe
pasroBapuBaTh, IUTh BMECTe Yal, 00MEHMBATHCS MHUChbMAMHU U He TOPOIISICh Y3HABATh APYT APYTa,
TOJILKO IIOCJIE 3TOTO!

— ...XM, IPOCTHUTE, 3TO MOKET I10KA3aThCSd HEBEXKIJIMBLIM, HO... 9T MBICIIH KaXKyTCS HEMOAXOAAIIAMU
BaM. MOry 51 CIPpOCUTH, OTKy[a B3SJIUCh TaKue UAeu?

— ...OM. B garHOM CiIy4dae, 1 BUXKY, KHUT HEJOCTAaTO4YHO, YTOOBI CIIYZKUTh CIIPABOYHHUKAMU.

PeiiB moka3san s3bK. TakuM 06pa30M, MO2KHO CIeIaThb BBIBO[, YTO BOI"-HpaKOH OBITT YaCTUYHO
OTBETCTBEHEH 3a 3TO.

CXBaTHUBIINCH 3a TOJIOBY, Xamuc BHe3allHO OIIYCTHII JIAIIO.

— HemopxomsiuMu, TOBOPHIIIH TEHL.... KOPOYe TOBOPS, 5T HE TaKOM, KaKUM THI OXKHUalla MeHsI BUIETh,
THI 3TO XOYEIllb CKa3aTh?

— [a.

— ... [loHSTHO, 3HAYHUT, NIpeAIokKeHNe PYKHU U Cepylla JelCTBUTENILHO ObIIO JIOKBIO ...
Ero mevanpHBIM TOI0C TOKOPOOUIT COBECTH [ 3KUIII.

Ha MrHoBeHue ee cepiie TpoHynIa nobdporTa.

— Tr1 OB IPeoYes, YTOOH 3TO He ObIIO JTOXKEIO ...?7 - KPOTKO IIOMHTEPECOBasaCh OHA.

“d Xo-...HeT, g yXKe noHuMar. [[711 JeBOYKM MJIafllle YeTHPHAALATH JIeT, 001afaioniei HeoObIYHEIM
Marv4yeCKuM TaJaHTOM, IIPOCTO MOSBUTHCS U IIPU3HATHCS 3TOMY NIPOKIATOMY MMnepaTopy Bpoze
MeHSI — BCe CIIUIIKOM ynoOHo! { mo3Bonui ogypauuTh cebsi — Kakou Xke s IIymblit Mmeparop...



Ero pecHuiib mevyanbHO OPOrHyau. ETo B3rism cTan MpayHbiM. Ero 3010THCTHIE T'1a3a, Ka3ajloch,
OLLIXA TOTOBEI B JII000M MOMEHT HAIIOJIHUTLCS ClIe3aMu.—...

Ee mornoTuno 4yBCTBO BUHHL. ITO OBIJIO y2KACHO.
— 0-0-0...

— OH COBEPIIIEHHO ITI0JaBJIEH. 9to IIOTOMY, YTO ThI UT'PaAJIa C €r0 4YyBCTBAMH, Manenbkad negu. Th
OOJI2KHa B34Th Ha ce0s1 OTBETCTBEHHOCTh, — 3asiBUJI PaiB.

— Y, nouemy !
— KoHeuHO, m0OTOMY 4YTO, B KOHI[€ KOHIIOB, 3TOT UOUOT XKaJIOK — U YMOM, U TEJIOM.

— PeiiB, mpekpaTy 06BUHSTH JEBYIIKY. OTO S BO BCEM BUHOBAT. [IeCTBUTEIILHO, C MOEH CTOPOHEI
OBLIIO MENCTBUTENILHO TIIYTIO TaK BOJTHOBATHCS M3-3a MIPU3HAHUS OECITUIETHEN NEeBOYKH... Kpome
TOTO, KaK OBl 1 HU CTapajcs, BPSAL U 5 KOrga-HuOymb JOCTUTHY CYACThA...

Ynepimuck 00enMu pyKaMH B CTOJ, XafiC OroBapuBas cebsi ¢ HeCYaCTHHIM BhIpaXkKeHHUEM JIUIIA.

— 41 ... 51 6b1T BHE ce0st OT pafgoCTH. ITO OBUI IEePBHIM pa3, KOrfga KTO-TO CKa3all MHE, YTO CeaeT
MEHS CYaCT/IUBEIM Ha BCIO OCTABINYIOCS KU3Hb...

— 4 Tak u cka3aja. fd, KoHeYHO, 3TO U CKa3aja.

— Bonbire Bcero Ha cBeTe 51 ObT G11arogapes Tede B TOT MOMEHT. $1 ObII CYaCT/IUB, ST CUACTIIMB,
criacu6o Tebe 3a TO, UTO [MO3BOJIAIIA MHE YBUIETh TAKOH CUACT/IUBEIN COH.

— ... fI ... 5 Bcero nuIb pe6eHOK, KOTOPHIM I'OBOPUT HeUeCTHhIe Belu. CleqoBaTeNnbHO, 3TO TaKXkKe
MOSI BUHQ, TaK 4ToO ...

— 4 melicTBUTENBHO B HONTY mepen Toboi. OgHaxawl 1 BepHy Tebe monr. 1 HuKorma He 3abymy TBoe
UMSI.

Xapuc ynelbHYJICS, B r7Ia3ax y Hee OpoxKaid OTOHBKY.

— Cewmpbs Coiibep XKUBET Ha T'paHulle, BepHO? 1 HUKorma He 3abyny. Hukorpma.

— [Togoxpu!? 4 CMyTHO YyBCTBYIO UTO—TO CTPAHHOE 3[eCh...! UTO THI X04ellb 3TUM CKa3aTb—!?
— Ha pmaHHBEIM MOMEHT 3TO He BaXXHO. [Ipex[e Bcero, Thl BO3Bpalllaelibcs B KpaToc.

Ha MraoBenune ero 30JI0ThIE I'JIa3a 3aCUSIIY, OJTHEIE penimMoCT — M OHa, OYE€eBUOHO, HE
IIpenarojaraia, 4To COOBITHS Pa3BEPHYTCA TaKUM 06pa30M.

... TAKUMH TeMIIaMU MOM pPOAHOii ropop OyaeT yHUCTOXKeH MiMmnepaTopoM PeiiBa!
VIMeHHO TOT[la OHa BCIIOMHHJIa KOE-YTO BaKHOEe—

— maxe ecnu OB eif ymanoch BepHYThCS Ha KpaToc, TaM Bce paBHO Obl1 OBl [[2Kepanbao.
— THI IOJIKHA 3HATh, YTO S JEUCTBUTEJILHO CUACTIIUB.

OHa mogHsIa Muio. Xaguc yiabbancs — ero ria3a OblTd HEeXXKHBEIMU U SICHBIMY, KOTIa OH TOBOPHIIL.



— ... Cmacu6o Tebe.
Ecnu Ovl OHa crenana mpenioxenue [Ixkepanbao, OblT ObI OH TaK K€ CHUaCTIIUB?

C aToro MOMeHTa OHa CTajla 3aflaBaThCsl BOIIPOCOM, OyHeT I KTO-HUOYOb KOorga-HuOyab Tak ke
CYaCTJIUB OTTOTO, UTO OHA CeJIaia eMy IIPeaioKeHue.

Hxunn Caubep, s ;yMaro, Thl HEHCTBUTENBHO NOJIXKHA B3STh Ha Ce05 OTBETCTBEHHOCTh — B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, BCE, UTO OBINIO O CUX IIOP, OBIIIO BEI3BAHO TOOO!

OHa He MOTJIa HY OIIPaBOLIBAaTLCS, HU OTPULIATh IIPaBAy HasblIle.

Papmy co6CTBEHHOM BRITOMIHI OHA HEOCTOPOXKHO CHejiajia eMy IpefioxkKeHre — TakKoBa Obljia paBfa.
BriocnencTBum, Korfa oH el 60sbille He ObLT Hy2KeH, OHa 0TOpPOCHIIa ero B CTOPOHY — pa3Be He 3TO
OHa TIBITanach COenaTh IPSIMO ceildac?

«Torga B 4eM pa3HuIla Mexay MHOU U [IKepanbao?»

HWMnepaTop HEmnoxou 4yemoBeK. MiMmepaTop, BEPOSITHO, HETII0X0M YeoBeK. KOHeYHO, OH He OXKEeH
OBITD IIJIOXUM YeJI0BEKOM. I10 KpaitHei Mepe, OH He JOMkKeH OBITb COBCEM IIJIOXUM...

“— YbeiiTe ux Bcex”.

K cyacThio, 00 3TOTO €ellle IMIeCTh JIEeT... XOPOIIIo, BpeMeHHU IpegocTaToyHo! [1a, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
m060Bb — 3TO BOIHA, IT0 KpaiitHe! Mepe, 5 rhe-To Tak cibimana! Hy u 4To, 4TO OH JTII0OUT MaJleHbKYIO
neBouky!? Hy u 4TO, YTO IM0O3Ke OH MOTPY3UTCS BO ThbMy —!? B ueM BooO1mie mpobieMa co BceM 3TUM
)

On CTPpaHEH, HO, BEPOATHO, HE TAdK yXK U IIJI0X, KdK Hekuii CUCKOHIIHK! BepHO, s BCe ele MOTy ero
IIepeBOCIIUTATh. b5l IIPOCTO OOJIZKHaA pa3pa60TaTb CTpaTeruio, OCHOBAHHYIO Ha 3TOM!

— TsI MoxKeIb 3a0paTh OCTATOK TOPTa IOMOM B Ka4ECTBE CyBEHUPA.
— YXyX, OH XOPOIIUY YeJI0BEK, B 3TOM HET COMHEHUN.
— 4 Gepy Ha3aj CcBoe Ipeabiayllee yTBepxkaeHue! 1 Obl X0TeNa BEIUTH 3a Te0s 3aMyxK, UMIIepaTop!

[MTapax! Yairka, KOTOPYIO AepKan Xaauc, yiasna Ha IoJT ¥ pa30umiach.

[1.IT. MoxeT TyT Kakas-To TaiiHa? OH BCe ellle U3Bpallyra, H0O KaKOU-TO MyTraHHBIMN.
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