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— 9TO IIPOM3OIIIO HaBHO 1 OJHOBPEMEHHO €Ile HE HaCTYIIUIIO.

CepeOpsHBEI MeY BBITSHYJICS, KaK 3Mesi, ¥ BHITSHYJCS B CTOPOHY — TOYHO 3BEPB, I0XKUPaBUINN HEOO
1 3eMJTi0. ['OpHI ObIIM YHUYTOXKEHE, 3eMJId PACKOJIOTa, a IMHUY CHaOXeHus Iepepe3aHsl. JINHUS
GbpoHTa pyxHYy/a — IepPerpyninupoBKa Oblyia HEBO3MOXKHa.

OroHb, OCBeIIaBIIXN HOYHOE He0O0, PACIIPOCTPAHSIJICS BO BCE CTOPOHHL.
Be3xkaloCTHHIM HAaTHUCK IIeJT CBepXy, KakK OyATo UCXOOmuUI ¢ camux Hebec.

CnoBo ‘mopaxeHue’ MOBUCIIO B Bo3ayxe. OHO OblyI0 HEM30€KHO U OBIafeBajo pa3yMOM BCEX, KTO
BHJIEJI 9TO.

— V0OeliTe ux BCex.

CkomaHpoBasn 6eccTpaCTHEIM rojiocoM MMImepaTop Bparos, IJIsiAs BHU3 C HOUHOTO Heba,
OKpallleHHOTO B 0arpOBHIH I[BET.

— He umeeT 3Ha4YeHUs1, 0eTH 3TO, XKEHIITUHEL WIX MJIageHIb. Bce, KTo CBsI3aH C 9TOM OOTHHEH,
HU4Yero He cToaT. OHU BCcero Juinb Mycop. Hacekomeie. TOT ¢akT, UTO OHU XKUBH, caM 110 cebe
SIBTISIETCS IIPECTYTIIIEHUEM.

Ero romnoc 6ei1 6€3KaoCTeH, X0JI0NHee CHeXKHOU OYpH B cepequHe 3WMbl — OH BRIMOPazkKUBal BCe
BOKPYT.

— Ho He mo3BoNsiiTe UM yMepeTh GLICTPO. YOeliTe pebeHKa Ha ra3aX y MaTepu. Y6enTe MaTh Ha
rJla3ax y ee Myxa. YOelTe MyxKa Ha IJla3ax y ero OpaTa. 3aCTaBbTe UX JKAJETh O TOM, YTO OHH
POIOUIKCH, @ 3aTEM 3aCTaBbTe MX MOJIUThH O CMEPTH. YHUUYTOXKbTE BCE — UX HANEKMIHI, TI000Bb, MEUTEI
¥ Y3BI, — He [laif HHY4eMy 0CTaThCs, 3aCTaBb UX CTPAfaTh, KAaK cTpama 5!

9710 OBUIA HACTOAIAA OOMHA.
OT TaKOro BapBapCKOI0 IpHKa3a Ila3a XU CBEPKHYIH OT SIPOCTH.
B oTBeT Ha 9TO 30JI0THIE I'1a3a MiMmepaTopa CBEPKHYIM B OTBET, @ €r0 0€3yMHBIM CMeX OTJIVIIHIL.

3710¥, IPOKJIATHIY UMIlepaTop. TakXkKe U3BECTEeH KakK KOpoJb 0e3yMHs — OH My4UJI ¥ yOUBas Ionen
10 CBO€H IIPUXOTHU - CyMacCIlIe[lIn} [IpaBUTeIb.

OHa He Bepua, YTO TaKas Mep30CThb CyIIECTBYeT, ITI0Ka He yOenunach B 9TOM COOCTBEHHBIMU
r1a3aMu.

— Ocranosucsh!

OHa yka3ana Me4oM Ha MiMnepaTopa, KOTOpHIi JIEBUTHPOBAJI B BO3[yXe, U MTHYJIa 3€MJII0, HCIIOIbL3Ys
BCIO CBOIO Maruio.

XoTsl MeXOy HAMHU U Oblfia faBHsAS U OecliolagHas BoiHa, HeHyXKHbIe yOuiicTBa — 0COOEHHO Te, B



KOTOPBIX Y4aCTBOBAJIO MHOTO HEBUHHBIX — OBITTM HEIPOCTUTEIBHEI.
Bosee Toro — ecTh ellle K0e-4To, 4ero s abCOI0THO He MpoIy...!
ToT ¢pakT, 4To OBIJIO TPYAHO CUUTATEL ETO BPAroM.

Ero maruyeckas cuia, U3Jydalolias cepeOpuCThIi 0TONECK, B3/IeTeNla K HOYHOMY Heby, 4TOOh
3AlUTUTD €T0 JIIONEN — OT OJHOTO BUA 3TOM MOIIX 3aXBaTHIBAJIO OyX.

YemMm Oorblile OHa CMOTpPeJIa Ha HeTO, TeM OYeBHIHEe CTaHOBUJIOCH, KaKasi CTOPOHA Oblia
nobefuTeNeM, a Kakas mpourpasiiei. [[OIII0 A0 TOTO, YTO OHA He MOTJIa He YOUBJIAThCS.

YToObI CBECTU K MUHUMYMY TI0TepH, MiMIiepaTop Ipu3Basl CBOUX JIIOAEN OTCTYNUTh. Ero BHEIIHUM BU
MOXKHO OBIJIO la’kKe CUUTATh BeJITMYECTBEHHBIM.

HecmoTpst Ha 3T0, OHa He MOrJjla He 3aaThCs BOIIPOCOM—
—3TO0T MIIepaTop, Kak JaBHO OH B TAKOM COCTOSHUH?

ViMmepaTop B3MaXHYJI PYKOM, CJIOBHO OTTOHSISI MYyXY, U HEBEPOSTHBIN ITOTOK Maruu ObI7T OpOIleH B
cTopoHy Mxumn. [IKu1, CTUCHYB 3yOBl, PpaCKWHYJIa PYKH U TIPUHsIa ynap. Ee Marus nepertekia B
o0e ee pyKH, KOTla OHa pa3pyllixjia Maruio, Kak O0yaTo pa36uia BO3TYIIHbIN TIAPUK.

B3pBIBHOY 3BYK, BEI3BaHHBEIM MarndyeCKUM B3PBEIBOM, TOJIBKO YCIIOKOUJI ee—

—OHa YCIIeITHO BepHYya cebe BIacTh U B Hebe, ¥ Ha 3eMIIe.

Cam MMmnepartop, He 0XKUOABLUINN 3TOT0, 00EPHYJICS C YIUBIEHHBIM BRIPaKEHUEM JIUIIA.

Bornbile HE gymasi 0 pucke cMepTH, kUi Habpaja BO3AyX B JIETKUE U 3aKpudana—

— Hamra ctopoHa npu3HaeT nmopaxenue! OTBeguTe CBOU BOMCKa!

Kpacusrie 6poBu MMniepaTopa HaXMypUJIACh, U OH TUXO CKa3all.

— Ecnu THI IpU3Haelb nopaxeHue, I0YeMy THl OTHaelllb IPUKa3bI?

Ero HeoObIYHEIM OTBET man [IKujl HageXay — BO3MOXKHO, OHa BCe ellle CMOXKeT 00pa3yMHUTh ero.

— Ecnu TH IefCTBUTEIBEHO X0Uelllb KOT0-TO IIOMYYHUTh, 51 OBl C pafloCThI0 CTasia OBl 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM.
4 6ymy TBOUM BOEHHOIJIEHHEIM. [103TOMY OTIIYCTU BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX.

VimmepaTop, KOTOPHEIY CMOTpPEN Ha [IKUIIT CBepPXy BHU3, BHITJISIAEN TaK, Kak OYATO OH CMOTpeIN Ha
CTPaHHOE CYIIEeCTBO. 3aTEM ero TOHKME I'yObl IPe3pUTEIbHO U30THYIUCE, KOTIa OH Havall Pa3HUTh
leBy BUTBEI—

— 3T0 xX0po1ee pelnenre. Ho ecTh M1 He0OXOOUMOCTb BOT TaK YHUXKATHCS repeno MHOK? OueHb
HEKPacCHUBO.

— KT0 3TO yHUKaeTcs, Thl, C/1a0blii, TPYCIUBLIN YeJI0BeUHINKa!
— Cnabmi#t, ropoputib? Ctos nepen MmmepatopoM-IIpakoHOM? XBaTUT C MeHsI. ['0TOBBCS K CMEPTH.

— Torpga, MOXKeT, pelnM, KTO CaMblid CUJIbHBIN?



Pa3pmancs cMmex, Korma yronku ryd MiMmnepaTopa IpUIIOTHSIIACE — €T0 30JI0TUCThIE, CBUPEIILIE T1a3a
TIPOH3UNMU HKUmmI.

B To ke BpeMs KU yKa3ala OCTPUEM CBOET0 Meda MPSMO Ha 9TH 3PadKH.
— JlokaXu MHe, 4TO Tl He GONTYH ¥ Ha CaMOM [iefie CUIbHee MeHs !

Ha MuMoneTHBIM MUT B 30JI0THIX I'JTa3aX 3a0Pe3:Kujl HUHTEpPecC, HO IIOTOM OHK BHOBBL 00peIH
CIIOKOICTBUE.

— Temeps MHe CKy4HO. BolicKa, OTCTymaeMm.

Ero ronoc, monHbIM CKyKH, OTHaBaJl IPUKa3aHUS.

I>Ku1, KoTopas Ha caMoM fiejie HUKOTla He yMajia O TOM, YTOOBl COaThCs, 3aKpHyaria.

— T&I cornacumbcs ¢ TeM, YTO BCe TaK 3aKOHYMJIIOCH !? Pa3Be ThI He X04elllb IOMMaTh MeHd !?
— THI HEZOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIA.

HWMnepaTtop ucdes, Kak MupaxK, 0CTaBUB [I2KUJIT C pa3UHYTHIM PTOM.

[Tocne aToro marudeckas cuna MMiepaTopa pe3Ko BCIBIXHYJIA, KaK B3Max KphlibeB 6ab0uku. Bes
KapartenbHas Opurama MMnepckoi apMuu Takxke Ucde3Ja.

9T0 OB 0OYeHb OCKOPOUTETHHEBIN ITOBOPOT.
ApocTts B ceppue XU He MOrJla yTUXHYThb—
— 4, roBOpuUIlL, HEJOCTATOYHO XOpOoIa?

Bce mogunHeHHbIe KU HaYalKk ee YCIIOKauBaTh — ¥ 9TO OBIIIO 3@ IeHb N0 TOT0, KaK OHa Oklla
3afiepxKaHa 110 puKa3sy [Kepabo.

Yepe3s 1MeCTh JIeT [I0CIIe BCTPEUH.

9T0 OBIJIO TONMBKO BUYEpa.... M BOPYT s epeHecach Ha IIeCTh JIET PaHbIlle, YeM BCEe 3TO IIPOU3O0III0?
TMonXHo OBIT, I CILIIO... a, 3TO, MOJIZKHO OBITE, COH....

OHa xoTesa OBl IPOCHYThCI—
—oOHa X0Tesa Obl MPOCHYTHCS U YOEOUTHCS, YTO BCE ellle KUBA U [IBIIINT.

OHa Hafesach, 4YTO MPOU30MAET HEBEPOSATHO IIa0I0HHOE pPa3BUTHE COOBITUN — HaIpUMep, OHa
YyoecHBIM 00pa30M 3allelUTCS 3a BETKY [€peBa, UTO IIPEOTBPATUT €€ CMePTeNlbHOe nafeHue. Briio
OBl HEIIJIOXO, ecli OBl ee JIeUTeHAHT, KOTOPBIM BBIKUII, CTy4alHO ITIPOXOAUIT MUMO U CIIac ee.

Mecro, Ha KOTOPOM OHa ceyyac cmasa, ObIJIO TEIJIBIM U IIeJTKOBUCTHIM. ..
... HAKOHEI], OHa ITOJIHOCTEIO IIPHUIIlJIa B CO3HAHHE. Ona HeMeqJIeHHO ceNla Ha KpPOBATH—

— B TO ke BpeMs 00JIbIIION, CBEXKUH IIBETOK, KOTOPHIN OBIJT IPUKPEIIEH K ee BOJIocaM, yIaJll C ee
neva. OHa yBUeNa CBOIO JTafloHb, KOTOpas Obljla BCe TaKOM XKe MaJIeHbKOM, KaK ¥ paHblIIe.

Ee HOTH, YTOIIaBII¥€ B MAJIMHOBOM IIYXOBOM OAesiJie, paCIIuTOM 30JI0TOM HUTHIO, OBIIIM TAKMMHU Ke



KOPOTEHBKNMH, KdK U PAHBIIIE.

HOT-IYBCTBOBaB OYHOBEHHE BETEPKA, OHA BCTaJla C KPDOBATH. Ona 3arjfdHyIla 3a OKHO, IIPOITyCKaIIIee
COJIHEYHEBIE JIYYH B IIOMEIEeHrne Yepe3 3a30PHI B IIJIOTHRIX IITOPAX. ,]:[BOp ITIOKa3aJICsi 3HAaKOMBEIM...

— ...9TO ITOX0XKe Ha KOpPoJeBCKui 3aMoK? ['ocTeBast KOMHaTa?

— Hy HakoHeuU-T1o. TEl IPOCHYIACE.

YernoBexk, BOIIeAINY B KOMHATY, OBIJT TEM, KOTO OHA BUZIEJIa B CBOEM IIPEeAbIAYIIEM CHE.
Xapuc Teoc Peus.

Ero HBIHEIIHSIS BHEIIHOCTE OblJIa MOJIOXKE, YeM Ta, KOTOPYIO OHA BH[IeNla BO CHE, OMHAKO, 3TO OBII
6e3ommbouHo OH. [TpekpacHbl MiMnepaTop cocemaero KoponescTea PeiiB.

OHa 6ecco3HaTEeNIbHO CKala 00e PYKU B KyJlaKi.
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