"THl BepHUIllb, YTO B MUPE €CTh Marua?" - bpaliaH cupen 3a CTOIMKOM ¥ OKHa B Kade U CMOTpes Ha
JKEHIIUHY HalpOTHB. - "M3BUHUTE, BHI TOBOPUTE O... Maruu?" - l'epMuoHa, ogetast B CBOG0OIHYIO
TIOBCETHEBHYIO OJIeXKMY, CKJIOHKIIA TOJI0BY HAOOK, YCIIBIIIIAB 9TO, U CJIeTKAa yAUBHUIACE. - "[Ia". -
Bpattan cmenan rinotok Kode. - "Hy... y Bac oueHb 6oratoe BooOpaxkeHue". - [epMroHa HEJIOBKO, HO
BeXKJIMBO yibIOHYynachk. OHa YacTo CMOTpeJia Ha Yachl ¥ Ka3aach BCTPEBOXKEHHOM. - "3HAYUT, BH He
BEPUTeE, YTO Marus CyIIeCTBYeT B 9TOM Mupe?" - bpalaH CMOTpes B OKHO Ha TOJIIBl UAYIIUX JIIOAeN U
TPO30BHIE TYy4YU Ha Hebe. - "Kak MoxKeT OBITh Marusi B 3TOM MHUpe", - 4eTKO IporoBopuia ['epMuoHa, -
"KoHeuyHO, KBaHTOBas Gu3nKa, KOTOPYIO 51 ceiivac u3ydalo, i1 HEKOTOPHIX JII0flel Tak e Boje0Ha,
Kak 4 Marus... Ecnu Bel ©UMeeTe B BUAY 3T0..." OHa CHOBa IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha 4Yachl, ¥ B ee B3TJIAfe
YUTAJIOCh HeTepIeHue. BrIo 04eBUHO, YTO OHA He XOTejla TPATUTh BpeMs Ha MyCTyi0 OOJITOBHIO O
TaKoM 0eCII0Ie3HOM TeMe C He3HaKoMIIeM. - "Ecniu BBl TOPOIUTECH, MOXKeTe UATH". - TUX0 cKa3an
BpaiiaH, - "HeCcTHO rOBOps, MeHS 3acCTaBula Clofa IPUUTU MOsI ceMbsi". - "OX, IPOCTUTE, Y MEHS
NEUCTBUTEJILHO €CTh CPOYHOE [eJ10. 3HaeTe, POOUTEIN BCeraa MUIAT MeHs [10 3TOMY IIoBony. A
HUKAK He MOT'y BRIOpaThCst u3 nabopaTopun'. - [epMroHa KUBHYIA U CKa3ana: "[IpusiTHO ObLIO
I03HAKOMUTHCA". OHU 0OMEHSIIUCH IeJIOBLIMU PYKOIIOKATUAMU U YKe COOHMpaNuCh MOMPOIIaThC |
yuTHU. Bce 3T0 He 3aHA0 U AecsaTu MUHYT. - "O, 'epmuoHa!" - OIPUBETCTBOBAIYN €€ ABOE MYKUYMH. -
"T'appu, PoH, Kak [aBHO He BUOEeNUCh!" - pafoCTHO ITOMaxala OHa uM. - "T'appu... [appu IToTTep?" -
BpailaH no4yBCTBOBAJI, KakK €ro Cepale 0CTaHOBUJIOCE. - "30paBCTBYUTE, Bbl MeHS 3HaeTe?" - CIIPOCHUTT
MyXK4YWHa C KPYIJIBIMU OYKaMU, IS5 Ha HEro U3yMPYOHO-3€JIeHbIMU IJ1a3aMu. - 'Y Bac eCTh 1IpaM B
BHIEe MOJIHUY Ha N10y?" - bpaliaH Ha MTHOBEHME 3aMOJjT4aJll, ¥ eTo T'0JI0C CJIOBHO IIOBUC B Bo3ayxe. - 'O,
KaK BBl florafjanuch?" - rina3a ['appu MIMPOKO PACKPHIIUCEH OT YAUBIEHHS, - 'Y MeHs Oblia
aBTOMOOHUIIbHAS aBapus BCKOPE IIOCJIe MOETro POXKAEHHU..." - OH II0KayaJ TOJI0BOM, IBHO He XKeJas
6oblrie 00 3TOM TOBOPHUTE. - "JIagHo, s moumy". - cka3ana ['epMuoHa, - "¢ BCTpedyCch C BaMu II0CTIe
3aBeplIeHus 3KCIlepuMeHTa". - "[laBaii, 'epMIOHa, TH yXKe pa3 AeCATh TaK TOBOPUILL". -
IpeyBeInYeHHO cKa3as PoH, - "Boiock, YTO TBOM 3KCIIEPUMEHTH TaK U He OYOyT 3aBEpIIEeHbl IpU
TBOeu Xku3HU!" 'epMUOHa CepauTO IOCMOTpesia Ha Hero U cjierka nokpacHesna. OHa MaxHyJia PyKOH,
pacIiaTUIach MPsiMO Ha MpUJIaBKe ¥ TOPOIIUBO yiyia. Habmiogas 3a TeM, KakK 3TH TPOE YXO[ST,
Bpaiian cupen ¢ OTCYTCTBYIOIIMM BUIOM, TJISAS Ha CBOE OTpakeHue B Hallke C Kode. - " BCIOMHUI,
Ha3BaHUe TOro poMmaHa - "T'appu IlotTep"". - "[loyeMy OHU ITOABUNIUCE B MOeM Mupe?" - bpaiiaH
TIOMI2KaJ T'YORl M YIBIOHYIICS IPo ce6s. OH 3aKPHUI T'7la3a U BHIIIEN O0TCIOMA. ... - "THl BEPHUILb, YTO B
9TOM MUpe eCcTh Marug?" - bpaliad CIIpOCUJI CUAEBIIYIO0 HAaIPOTUB OEeBYIIKY. OHU CULENU B YTy
KHUKHOTO Mara3uHa, u JIyHa 6e3 BCIKOT0 CTECHEHUS CHUfiesla Ha KOPTOYKax Ha I10JIy, BHUMAaTEeJbHO
IIPOJIMCTHIBAS KAKOU-TO XKYpHAJI C IPUUYAJIUBEIMU JIMHASIMH, HapUCOBAaHHBIMU Ha 00JIOXKKE. -
"Marusa? 4 Bepro B Hee". - JlyHa ITofHsIa I'JIa3a U IOCMOTpeEsIa Ha Hero CBET/IBIMYU Ijla3aMy, II0Ce
Yero ee ToJI0C HEMHOTO 3aTyMaHUJICA. - "Marus JojizkHa ObITh B 3TOM MHUpPE, TOBCIOAY". - TPOU3HECTIA
OHa BO3BBIIIEHHEIM To10coM. Ee rojoc ObU1 TUXUM, HO siCHBIM. Bpaiian yimeIOHYICS, YYBCTBYS
HEKOTOopoe oberyenue. - "3Haemb? f Bumen Te0s paHbIe, B pOMaHe, KOTOPHIM YKUTAJl BO CHe". -
BpaiiaH npucen Ha KOPTOUKU PSAAOM C JIyHOU U paccesiHHO MOCMOTpe Biepen. JIyHa 0TinoXuma
JKypHaJl ¥ BHUMAaTEeNIbHO BRICNyIIaa. - "Bo cHe Ha3BaHue poMaHa Obu1o "['appu ITotTep”. OH 6blI O
MaJiburKe, KOTOPHIM OfHAaXKIb 00HAPYXKU, 4YTO OH BoJeOHNK. OH IOCTYIINII B IIIKOJIY Maruu IOx,
Ha3BaHMeM XO0TBapTC, YTOOH U3y4yaTh Maruio. TaM OH Iepexkus Iejioe MPUKITIOYEHNEe U CEMb JIeT
poc". - "OTo moxoxKe Ha CKa3Ky". - cka3asia JlyHa. - "[la, Ha cKa3Ky". - bpallaH Me[JIeHHO paccKa3all
HCTOPHIO. - "3Haemb 4T0? Thl TOXKe YaCTh 9TOU UCTOPHH..." - pacCKa3all OH UCTopuio JIyHEHL. - "ITO
IEeVCTBUTEJIBHO 3M0POBO, BMECTE C APY3bsIMU OTIIPABUTHLCS B Yy[AECHYIO aBaHTIOPY". - r1a3a JIyHb
HEMHOT'0 IOMYTHEJIH, - "JTO Kak pPeKpacHHI COH, KOTOPHIA MHE TaK X04eTCs UCIBITaTh. He 3Har,
OymeT M OH TaK XXe HHTepeceH MHe".

"Ila, cKkaxXyu MHe, MUD peajieH UM IOAAeNbHBIN?" — MITKO CKa3an bpaiiaH.

"II71g MeHS 3TO MeCTO peasibHO". — O0MKO cKa3asa JlyHa. — "f TakXkKe IepexuBai0 UHTEPECHBIE
IIPUKJIIOYEHUS U CTAJIKUBAKOCH C CIOPIIpU3aMU, KOTOPhIe IPETIOJHOCUT MHe KU3Hb KaXKABIU OeHb".



"MHOTOa 5 3afaloCch BOIIPOCOM, He COH JIX 3TOT Mup", — 3amena JIlyHa. — "Ecnu 3TO 0eMCTBUTEIBHO
TaK, TO HACKOJIbKO 3TO OBIII0 OB HHTEPEeCHO. MoXKeT OBITh, YMepIlKe IIPOCTO B IPYTOM MeCTe.
[TpocHyThCS Te-HUOYAb U OTIPABUTLCS B HOBOE My TEIIECTBHE..."

"CmepTh?" — mpobopmotan bpaiian. — "4YTo BH gyMaeTe, YTO 3TO Takoe?"

"3T0 MMyTeleCcTBrEe, B KOTOPOE HY2KHO OTIIPABUTHLCA. MepTBbIe IIPOCTO IIEPBBEIMHU IIPUIIIIA K KOHITY
IIyTH 1 XKOYT HAC TaM", — CcKa3aja OHa HGYCTOfIqHBBIM TOHOM.

"B camoM pene?" bpaliaH 3aKphII I'/la3a.

"Tel BonHyemubca", — JlyHa moxsonasna bpaiiaHa 1o rojioBe XXypHaioM, C YUCTOM YIEIOKOM Ha JULe.
— "Tak 6ymet myure?"

BpaiiaH 3acMessica U cKa3ail: "{ gymar, Thl CKaXKelllb, YTO 3a MHOU CJIeUT XKyK..."

"Xyxku-npecnegosatenu? UTo 3T0 TaKoe?" — MKUPOKO paclaxHyB I'Jla3a, cnpocuna JIyHa ¢
M000NBITCTBOM, BHITTISIAS OY€Hb 3aMHTEPECOBAaHHOM.

"A, 3TO MaJIeHbKOE HEBUUMOE JIeTallllee HaCeKOMO€E, KOTOPOe 3aJIeTUT JIIOAAM B MO3T Yyepe3 yIIu U
VCIIOPTUT UX MBICTIK", — MATKO CKa3as bpanas.

"Ecnu OHU IENCTBUTEILHO CYIIECTBYIOT, TO NOJIKHBI ObITh HEIPUSITHBIMU U UHTEPECHBIMU
co3maHusIMu", — ckas3ana JlyHa. — "OTo Kak Marus".

"B cremyomuii pa3 s OTIPABIIIOCh B TPOIMMYECKUIA JIeC, YTOOH! IIOMCKATh 3TO CYIIECTBO. ITO

olpeneneHHO OymeT paHTaCTAYECKOe U BOJIIeOHOe MMyTellecTBUE", — pPafloCTHO CKa3asa JIyHa,
yXOQs.

"YT0 XK, HagelCh, THl UX HaWfelb", — cKa3an bpaiaH.

"Hy, s TakKe HaeCh, YTO Thl Halflellb CBOX Maruw... ¥ peaabHOCTh", — JIyHa ImoMaxasa pyKou u
JIETKO yIITa.

"CMepTh CTaHET HOBBIM ITPUKIIOYEHUEM..." — MSTKO CKa3an bpaiiaH, risns Ha 6e300mauHoe HeDO.

"Brl BepuTe B Maruio, [lapua?"
B pecropaHe 3anagHOM KyXHU UT'pajia YCIIOKauBawoIlas My3blKa, a 3a OKHOM Tafasiy Kalljid JOXKMOS.

Hacdua Obiy1a B 00J1€TaloieM CBeTI0-T0JIy00M IIaThe, C AIUHHBIME 30JI0TUCTEIMU BOJIOCAMH,
HUCIIA[AOIKXMI Ha TPYOb, X OHA U3SIIHO ¥ YMEJIO pe3asa CTeHK.

"Marus? 4 He 3HaI0", — CIIOKOWHO CKa3ana [lapHa. — "IT0 KakK 4ymo".

"MHe KaxeTCs, BBl MHE KOT0-TO HalloMuHaeTe", — BpaiiaH cOenal riioTOK KpaCHOTO BUHa U
pacTepsiHHO mocMOTpen Ha JadHy.

"B camom pene? CTapoOMOOHEINA c110c06 HavaTh pa3roBop..." — [ladHa mpukpsia ryosl U yIbIOHYIIach,
BHITJISITS STPKOM ¥ 00asiTEIbHOM.

"Ila, s He [OJKeH ObITH C BAMU 3HAKOM, HO BHI IIOX0XKU Ha CTaporo gpyra", — nmpobopmoran Bpatian



npo ce6si. — "IJT0 He Ta, YTO B poMaHe, He Ta, UTO celdac, HO BBl TaK 3HAKOMHL..."
"Kak 6ynTo mpaBfa [elCTBUTENbHO CKPHITA", — KaXKoe CI0BO Ipou3Hocunl bpaiiaH.

"Hy, THl HEMHOTO CTpPaHHBIN", — MATKO CKa3ana [ladpra. — "KaxeTcs, BbI HAXOOUTECh BHE MUPaA, YTO
MHE He OYeHb HpaBUTCA".

"BrI BCe ellle TaK OTKPOBEHHHBI", — BHIMaMUI bpaiiaH, HO ocTonOeHel.
"T'oBopH Tak, Kak Oy[ATO MBI JaBHO 3HaeM ApYT Apyra...", — npobopmorana [JadHa, cnerka
ITOKPACHEB.

"Brl cKa3anu, 9YTO TaKOe CMEePTh...?" — BHe3amHo crpocun bpaiaH.

"CmepTth?" — JadHa mocMoTpesia Ha HEro C HEKOTOPHIM 3aMeNlaTeIbCTBOM U CKa3asla: "MHe 9Ta
TeMa He 04eHb HpaBUTCA. {1 myMalo, 94TO 3TO ellfe JajeKo OT HacC, XOTs OHa BCerfa IPUXOOUT
HEeOXHUOaHHO".

"Her, 3T0 0o4eHb 6113K0..." — cKa3an bpaiian. OH npucTtanbHo mocMoTpen Ha [adHy.
HadHa pasrnaguaa CBOM 30JI0TUCTEIE BOIOCH, BHITIISIAS HECYACTHOM.
"TIpoctuTte, 5 BhIIIen u3 ceds", — Bpaiian mpuinesn B ce6s ¥ MATKO CKa3all.

"Hugero ctpamsoro”, — orsetuna [ladHa coepKaHHO U BeXJIUBO. — "KaxXeTcs, TH 0 4eM-TO
0eCIOKOUIIbLCS, I03TOMY TH PaccesiH. f mymalo, 4TO He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, UTO IIPOUCXOTUT, BEPIO,
YTO THI BCETOa CMOXKEIIlb HAaWTU OTBET".

"Bel B 3T0 BepuTte? [louemy BH B 3TO BepuTe?" — cKa3asl bparaH. Ka3anocs, 0H BCIOMHUII KOT0-TO,
KTO KOTa-To roBopun emy: "IloBeps B cebs".

"Hy... 9TO 4yBCTBO BCerga MPUXOAUT U3 HUOTKyAa", — cKa3ana [ladHa, moI0KUB PYKy Ha
OO0 POIOK.

B KoHIIE TPAIl€3bl OHW BEXKIJIMBO U OTUY2XKINEHHO KUBHYJIX OPYT OPYTY, B34JIX 30HTH U IIOMIININ B
IIPOTHBOIIOJIOZKHEIX HAIIPaBJIEHUAX.

"o cBunauus, bpaitan", — obepHynack u ynbiOHynack JadHa.

BpaitaH 0CTaHOBUIICS, U €T0 Jafl0HU CXKaNuCh B KyJaku. OH 00epHYJICS U XPUILIBIM OJIOCOM CKa3al:
"Mens 30ByT bpanan?"

"Ila, TBOE aHTIUICKOe UM", — MATKO yiaeI0HYIach JadHa.

B ronose y Hero BHe3anHo 4TO-TO B30pBaioch. OH IOLWIATHYIICS, U €ro 30HT yIiasl Ha 3eMiit0. OH
CTOSUJI IO IIPOJIUBHEIM JOXKIEM, ¥ KallJIi CTPYUIUCH 110 ero jauly. HakphIB IUI0 pyKaMu, OH
yneIOHyICS: «MeHs 30ByT Bpaiian».

«C ToboM Bce B mopsmke?» [JadhHa HaKJIOHUIIACh M PACKpPHITIa Hafl HUM 30HT, TS Ha HEero ¢
TPEBOT 0.

«Het, 6maromapio Te6s1, [TladbHa». bpaitaH BeXKJIMBO U MSTKO YIIBIOHYIICS.
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