Y MeHst HEeT HUKaKO# KOHKpeTHOM nHdopmarmu, I'epmrona. KoHeuHo, MOTYT OBITh KAKHE-TO HOBOCTH,
IOCTOWHbIE BHUMaHUS, ¥ BOT Ha YTO MHE HYXKHO 00pPaTUTh BHUMaHUE OajIbIle.

BpaﬁaH THUXO0 IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MaJIEHBKYIO BEAbMOYKY IIepea HUM U MATKO CKa3all. OH HUKaK He MOT
HHUYETro CKa3aThb, 3TO TOJIBKO BbIAAJIO OBl €T0 HUIn C030aJ10 OBI HpO6J'IeMBI oToy leaKo.

«ThI mEITaembCsl pa3obpaTthea co MHOM, bparian?!» ['yOrl ['epMuOHHI cierka 3agpoxanu, «Mnu Tel
MMeels B BUAY, uTO Tebe BooO1le Bce paBHO? JIioou Bpoze HAcC BCe PaBHO Ha TeOs1 He MOBNUSIOT? B
TBOUX I'JIa3aX MBI IIPOCTO... YTo, a? 'pI3HOKPOBKU?»

«He mpou3HoCH 3TO CJI0BO, ['epMUOHA, TH XKe 3Haelllb, YTO S TaK He JyMalo». bpaiaH HaXMypHIICS.
OH He MOT cKa3aTh ['epMUOHE, YTO C HEW BCce OYHET XOPOLIOo U YTO BacUIUCK ee HE TPOHET.

«JlapgHo, BpaﬁaH». repMI/IOHa YCIIOKOHUJIACh U C YI'PDIOMBIM JIMIIOM CKa3adJla, «W3BUHH, S TOJIBKO 4YTO
HEMHOI'O Pa3BOJIHOBAJIACh M OCJIOKHHUJIA Tebe XKU3Hb... ... 1 IepBadg yX0XKy».

Ona BBITEDIIA I'71a3a, B3sj1a KHUTY Ha CTOJIe U MOCIellnIia BEIUTH U3 KJlacca.
BpaiiaH CTOS B MyCTOM KJjlacCe, OHEMEBIINY KakK CTaTys.

F'epMuoHa c KHUTOM B pyKax mnobexkana o6paTHo B 061yio KoMHaTy ['puddunmopa, ee rina3a cierka
TIOKPaCHEJIH.

«Yro cnyuyunocs, 'epMroHa?» 00eCIoOKOeHHO crpocui ['appu.
«@ornedt Te0s1 3aupan?» cepauTo cupocun PoH, «f ero mpoyuy!»

«Jla HU4Yero,» 'epMuoHa riy00KO B3IOXHYJIa ¥ CIIOKOMHO CKa3ana, «JlaBaiTe ITPOOOJIKUM T'OTOBUTH
O6opoTHoOe 3embe. Ha 3aBTpalliHeM YpoKe 3ebeBapeHus Hafio OyeT BOCIIOIb30BaThCS
BO3MOXKHOCTBIO ¥ YKPaCTh UHTPEOUEHTEI IJId 3€JIbs».

«Pa3Be THI He ToBOPHUIA, 4To Ponei mpurotoui ¢piaakoH O60POTHOTO 3e/Ibsi?» CKa3asl PoH.

«Ecmu ero ykpamu, m000¥ UIUOT OOTafaeTcs, [AJis 4ero ero OyYOyT UCIOIb30BaTh!» I'Ma3a ['epMUOHE
CJIOBHO CMOTpPENHX Ha KaKOH-TO OOHOKIETOYHHIM OPraHu3M.

Bpanasn BhIIIen U3 Kjaacca U TUXO B3MOXHYII.

MarneHbKas BegbMa PeIniia, YTO OH YTO-TO 3HAET, ¥ OH HUYEero He MOXKET C 9TUM IIOfeaTh.
B03M0KHO, HEKOTOPHIE BEIK CO BpeMeHeM YHIYT B MPOIIUIOE.

OH 6eclenbHO 6pOJII/IJ'I I10 3aMKY U KaKHUM-TO 06pa30M II0IIaJI B KOPHUOOP, rae 4aCTto OnIBasia HYHa, nu
KaK B 02KHOaJIOCh, YBUEI €€ TaM.

JIyHa BO3MJIach C KaKOW-TO CTPAHHOM MTapoy OYKOB U ITOMHSB T'OJIOBY, YIEIOHYIACh eMy.
«JlocTaemrs Myx, oHU TeOs ¥ BIPaBOy 04YeHb JII00ST», e TOH OBIJT KaK COH.

«THI cCKa3ana, ecinu y Te0sI eCTh 0YeHb BaiKHOe OeJio, HO Tkl MOXKeEIIIb IMOTEPATH I[py}Kﬁy, YTO THI
cleslaelnb?» TUXO0 CKal3all BpaﬁaH, riIdagsa Ha 3aKaT 3a OKHOM.



«He memaii aTOr0 UM CHenal mo-gpyromy». ToH JIyHb OB IETKUM, U €e cepeOpUCThIe Tla3a TyCKIIO0
cmoTpenu Ha BpaiiaHa. «4 Bcermga CYUTAl0, YTO OPY3bsI — CAMbie JPArOleHHEIe».

«A ecny 9TO OEeMCTBUTEJIPHO BasKHO?»

«Pa3 3T0 0YeHb BakHO, T0UeMy Ol He paccKa3aTh 00 3TOM CBOUM APYy3bsiM? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TBOU
OPYy3bs TeOsT MOMMyT». — CKa3asla JIyHa.

«B camom fene?» BpaifaH THX0 B3MOXHYJI ¥ [T€PECTAl AyMaTh 06 3TOM.

«Ecmu 651 OBLJIO YTO-TO THIIA ,CMEPTH” B 3aMKe, e OBl Thl AyMaellh 3TO MOTJIO OBITH?» CIIPOCHUTI OH. B
TIOCTIeHEE BPEMS OH TOXKE ITHITAJICS HAWTH TakK HA3hIBAEMYI0 «CMEPThH», HO HUTME ee He Halllell.

OH paxe TIBITAJNICS HAUTH ee B BEIpy4Yali-KOMHaTe, HO OBIJIO SICHO, YTO BEIpydal-KOMHAaTa Ha CaMOM
mene He OblsTa TOM, KOTOpas JaBajia OTBET.

«IIpuspak?» nerko ckasana JlyHa.

«HeT, 3T0 He [OMXKHO OBITH IPU3PAK».

«BOT moyemy THI CIPOCHUII IIPA3PaKa, IOTOMY YTO UCKaJ 3TO?»

«Jla».

«TIbITaembCs TO3BOJIUTh YEMY-TO HAMPABIATh Te0s1?» JIyHa HaKJIOHUTIA TOJIOBY.

«MoxeT, g Mory nornpo6oBaTh». 3amyMancs bpaiian. «f Mory mouckath GpecTpanoB U IOCMOTPETH,
CMOTYT JIU OHU IIPUBECTU MEHS K HEMY».

«EcTb (becTparsl B mkose?» rojaoc JIyHEI 3Bydan Tak, CJIOBHO OHa IIO€T.

«EcTb rpymmna B 3anpeTHOM Jiecy». bpaiian KuBHYJ, «OHU IOMOTAIOT TIHYTh KapeTy».
«XoyYeIb TOCMOTPETh Ha HUX?» CKal3an bpaiiaH.

«Xopo1io, 3To OyOeT TOYHO UHTEPECHO». YIIbIOKa MaJleHbKOW BeibMHI Obljla YUCTOM.

YKCI0 MOJIOABIX BOMIIIEOHUKOB, BXOOSIINX B KOPUIOP U BRIXOOSIINX M3 HETO, ITOCTEIIeHHO
yMeHbInajgoch. CHayasla OHM BIBOEM IIOIIJIA Ha KYXHIO, IOTOM THXO BBILIIIM M3 3aMKa U IIOIIN 110
TeppuTopuu. ITog 3aKaTHEIM CBETOM 3aXO[SIIero COHIIA 3alPeTHRIN J1eC Ka3aCs TEMHBIM U
MpPaYHEIM.

Onu BOBOEM He 0co00 pasroBaprBaiu. [1o mpaBae ToBops, Y HUX ObIJIO Majo o61iero. Paublie
Bpaitany 6su10 OB He 110 cebe, HO ceiiyac eMy faxe IIOHpaBWIach Takas aTMocdepa.

— B 3amnpeTHoM secy no-IpexxHeMy O4YeHb OIIaCcHO, — Ipenynpenui bpaiaH.

— 3Haw, KOHEYHO, — TUX0 OTBeTuna JIyHa.

— U T He OOUILILCA CIOOA CO MHOM?



— Pa3 YZXK THI II03BaJI MEHA C c000ii, 3HAYUT, ThHI OOJIZKEH OBITH XOpo1Io roTos, — rojioc HYHBI
CMellaJICA C JIETKMM BEe4YEePHUM BETPOM U CTall eIlle 6osee HEPOBHEIM.

— W TH Tak MHe BepHIllb? — PaCTEPSHHO mepecnpocun bpaitad. — f e Toxe MaleHbKUU
BOJIIIEOHUK.

— IloTomMy 4TO THI MOM OpYT, — rJla3a JIyHB IXPOKO paclaxHy/IUuCh, CKOJIb3s II0 TEMHOMY JIECY, —
[ToaTomy s Tebe mOBEPSIO.

BpaﬁaH THUXO0 BBRIOJOXHYII. On JOCTaJl HECKOJIBKO OKPOBABJIEHHBIX KYCKOB MfCa U3 CYMKH, KOTOPEIE OHHN
TOJIBKO 4YTO B34JIM Ha KyXHeE.

OH B3MaxHYJI aJIOUYKOM, ¥ TIOYJI TOPHIB BeTPa, Pa3HOCs 3alaX KPOBH.

3amax KpoBH He 06sI3aTeIbHO MOT IIPUBJIEYs GecTpasioB. Bpaitan oTmyrHasm 60BIIYI0 TETY4YI0 MBIIIb
¥ OTJIYILIHJT HECKOJIbKUX CepeOPSHBIX BOJIKOB ¥ CIIYCTS IIapy MUHYT JOXKMAAJICS ABYX (HEeCTPasos.

Hx OTPOMHEIE€ KPBIJIBA, ITOX02KHKE HAa KPBIJIbA JIETYUUX MBIIIIeH, OBIJIM CIIOKEHEI 110 00KaM, a Ha
JIpaKOHOHOI[06HBIX roJIOBaX TaMHCTBEHHO OjiecTenu Oejble Ta3a.

Bpaiian mopgotesn ¢ KyCKOM Msica, 0OCTOPOKHO TIOXJIONaJ 0 KPhIJTy OOHOTO U3 (eCcTpasioB U Iepenan
emy Msico. OH Haboman, Kak ¢pecTpas B OOWH YKYC OTIPABUII MSICO B POT.

— 9T0 dpectpan? — JIyHa mOKOpPMHUIa BTOPOro gecTpasia U IPOTSIHYIA PYKY, YTOOH IIOTIagUTh
ITUHHYIO TPUBY Ha €r0 3aTHIIKe.

— ITa, X MOTYT BUAETH TOJIBKO T€, KTO BUIEJI CMePTh, — CKalasl bpaitan. — [ToaToMy 51 mymaro, 4To,
BO3MOZKHO, OHU CBSI3aHBI CO CMEPTHIO.

— KoneuHo, 3T ¢ecTpabl B IIKOJIE BCe IPUPYYEHHBl M OUYeHb IIOCNIYIIHKL. [JuKue pecTpasbl 04eHb
OTIaCHHI.

— A B 3aMKe THI 3Haelllb, rae Oblla CMEPTh? — MSATKO cripocuit bpaiias, rinags ¢ectpana mo mee. OH
3HaJl, 4YTO 9T CYIIECTBa JOBOJIbHO YMHHI.

decTpal MOPTHYJI CUSIOIIAMH OeJILIMM T'JIa3aMHM, CJIeTKa HAKJIOHHUJICS U O3B0 BpaiiaHy
3abpaThCcs Ha cebs.

IIBa decTpana oueHb GLICTPO moOexkKaNu 10 Jiecy. JIyHa cufena Ha opyroM dectpase, KPEIKO
IepKach 3a IPUBY OBYMST PyKaMM U IIMPOKO PACKPHIB I'Jla3a, C MHTEPECOM OTJISIIBIBAIACh 10
CTOPOHAM.



OHU ITOCMOTpPENH Ha TPYIIH HECKOJBKUX XKHUBOTHBIX, HO, CY/Is 10 BCEMY, 3TO OBIJIO HE TO, YTO MCKal
Bpaitan. 3aTeM decTpas moHEC UX Yepes MOIsTHY U 00/IeTell BOKPYT 3aMKa. Bowouruil BeTep MPoOHeccs
MHKMO yIIel, 3acTaBuB bpaliaHa cunbHee CXKaTh TPUBY pecTpara.

I peBHUY 3aMOK OBIJT OKPAIIIEH B KPACHBIN 1IBET 3aXOSIIAM COJTHIIEM U BRITJISIE OYEHb BOJIIEOHEIM.
decTpas HECKOJIBKO pa3 001eTen BOKPYT 3aMKa, BhI3bIBas BOCKIUIIAHUS HECKOJTBKUX FOHBIX
BOJIIIIEOHUKOB, @ 3aTeM BEPHYJICS K Kpaio 3alPeTHOr0 jleca ¥ MITKO IIPU3EMIIMIICS Ha 3eMJII0, KaK
OynTo IPOCTO KaTal uX HEKOTOPOe BpeMsI IJIsl pa3BIeYeHUS.

BpaiiaH OblJI yBepeH, UTO OHU [OJITO BUCEIHM CHAPYKHU MIKOJILHOTO Jla3apeTa U, BO3MOXKHO, 3aMeTHIN
cocTtosiHue Kpusm.

®ecTpan bpaiiaHa MU3HYI €T0 THUIBHYI0 CTOPOHY JafOHU U IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY, MOJITO TJISOS Ha HETO
6ensiMu rna3amu. O0a ciesnu ¢ pecTpasioB 1 HaOIIOMaNM, KaK OHA Me[iJIeHHO KCYe3aloT B JIeCy.

— Kakoi uHTepEeCHBIH OIBIT, — AJIUHHEIE 30JI0THE BOJIOCH JIyHEI OBIIN ellle CUJIbHEe PacTpPenaHbl
BETPOM, U OHa, I1I0X0XKe, OblJIa B XOPOIlIeM HaCTPOEHUH.

— ITa, XOTs 1 TAK ¥ He HAIIeJ TO, YTO UCKaJl, — CKa3aJ bpaiiaH, 4yBCTBYs cebsi HAMHOTO JTydIle. —
OnHako HAC BUOETH.

— Heckonpko pa3 001eTeTs Ha HEBUAUMOM [IJIs IPYTUX CYILECTBE BOKPYT BCETO 3aMKa... — bpalian
TIoKavaJl rojioBoi, — Toraa 9To AeHCTBUTENBHO OyIeT pa3gpaxkaTh.

OHM BepHYJIUCH B 3aMOK [0 HACTYIJIEHUsS TeMHOTHL. Haflo cKa3aTh, IHU, KOTHA 3a HUMU He CIIe[uI
®ury, OLUIM MEeUCTBUTEIBPHO 3aMeYaTeIbHEIMU.

Bpaitan HaOmoman, Kak JIyHa CKPHRIBAETCS 3@ YTJIOM, IOBEPHYJICS U CITyCTHJICS II0 JIeCTHHIE, 00PaTHO
B TOCTHHYIO.

— bBpatian, s Bugen tebs! C aToil cymacuiefiiel neBUoOHKoN! — momaxan eMy breiis. — Kak Twl
YMYIOPHUIICS JIETATh 10 BO3AYXY?

MHuorue TIIOBEPHYJIN K HEMY T'OJIOBEI U C JII000TIBEITCTBOM IIOCMOTPEIIN Ha HETO.

— Jla HMYero oco6eHHOTO, TPOCTO GecTpabl, — cKa3aln BpaiiaH.

«JlagHO, YECTHO TOBOPS, THI TAK CTPAHHO JIETAEIIb, YTO 3TO BEI3EIBAET CMYIIEeHKE». [[paKo MOmaBuII
yneIOKY U cKa3all: «Ecmu Ol 9TO ORI 51, 1 OBl HUKOTA He CTall TakK JIeTaTh Ha JIIOISIX».

«ThI TOKe 3TO BUAen?» bpaiad u3oruyn OpoBu. He Tak MHOTO Jiofiel HOMKHBI OBIJIA 9TO BUOETS.

«0, Brieit3 cuenan as Te0s HECKOJIBKO CHUMKOB», — IIPOTSHYI [Ipako.



TonpKo Torma BpaiiaH 3aMeTHII, YTO HA UX CTOJIe JIeKallo HeCKONMbKo GoTorpaduii. Ha dpoTorpadusx
TIBa YeyloBeKa JIeTe TN B BO3AyXe Ha YEPHOM Ilerace, ux BOJIOCH ¥ MaHTHM Pa3BEBAJIUCH HA BETPY.
Ecmu He o6pamaTh BHUMaHUS Ha (HeCTpasoB, CUALIIMX Ha HUX, X 036 OHU NeHCTBUTENTEHO
KaXyTCs IPEYBETNYEHHBIMY 1 3a0aBHBIMH.

«Ilorogu-ka», — bpaiiaH BHUMaTeIbHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha ¢hoTorpadun, — «3a4ueM OH cpoTorpadupoBal
dbecTpano?»

decTpasl UMET CBOMCTBO, KOTOPOE IIO3BOJISIET BUAETH UX TOJIBKO TE€M, KTO BULEJ cMepTh. bpaian
BCerpga AyMajl, YTO OHM IIPOCTO HEBUAMMEI, HO JIIOAX, KOTOPEIE COOTBETCTBOBAJIU YCIIOBUSM, MOTJIN
BUJETH UX II0BEPX 3TOX HEBUIUMOCTH.

Ho yBunes dboTtorpaduu, bpaiian mousi, 4To omudasncs. Ecnu Obl OH IeHCTBUTENBHO TPUOEPKUBATICS
cBoelt uneu, Y Ly He momkeH OB OBITH 3amedatiieH Ha GoTorpaduu. KamMeps! He JOIXKHE UMETh
BO3MOXKHOCTHU 3alledaTieTh HEeBUAUMEbIE 00BHEKTHL.

«3HauuT, pecTpan He HEBUAUM», — IIpobopmoTasn bpaiiaH, — «OH OeWCTBUTENIBHO TaM, HO JTIOU
3aKpBIBAIOT Ha HEro I1a3a, I0TOMY YTO He COOTBETCTBYIOT YCIIOBUSAM...»

«Tax, To ke caMoe KacaeTcsi U «CMePTU»?»

«OHa Bcerfia TaM, HUKOI'[ja He CKPBIBAETCs, HO Te, KTO HE COOTBETCTBYeT YCJIOBUAM, HUKOITIa €€ He
HaUgyT».

«KT0 9710? [Touemy Konun Kpusu?»
«B uém ero 0co6eHHOCTE?»
Cnacu6o A Csiocy 3a Harpany B 500 cTapToBbix MOHET U TaH FOaHI0aHb, y4aCTHUKY KOHKypCa

«IToTok co3HaHusA», 3a Harpaay B 100 crapToBelx MOHeT. biiarogapro Bac.
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