B orbneckax dap, mepeq riazamMu BCeX OTYETINBO BO3HUKIIN Niulla JInHb Xao 1 rpoOOBIIUKa.
Bce pazom 0CTaHOBUIHUCE.

OHu mopaxeHHO cMOTpenu Ha JInHb Xao u rpo0oBIIKKa mepen co6o.

— Heyxenu 310 0HU?!

— MoxeT OHITb...

— Harne npenmonoxenue OBIII0 BEPHEIM?

— OHU ¥ IpaBIa pacXUTUTEIN TPOOHUIT?

A BoT rocoguH BaH 0CTaHOBUIICSI BMECTE C OCTaIbHBIMHU, HO... €0 MBICIIH OBLIIH OraMeTpaJIbHO
IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOZKHHEI.

YBupes JIunb Xao, 0OH COBCEM He TOAYMaJl, YTO TOT PACXUTUTEIh TPOOHMUII.
— Mg, MOXHO CKa3aTh, CTOMM Ha BHICIIEX CTYIIEHU KUTAWCKOU apXeOJIOTUH.
— OH XKe 9KCIepPT 1Mo orpabieHuIo IPOOHHUII.

— AOGCOJTIOTHO HEBO3MOXKHO, YTOOR PACXUTUTENIb 'POOHMI] 001aan ClI0COOHOCThIO HAWTH 3TO MECTO
OBICTpEe Hac.

— Pa3 3TH [BOe 3/1eCh 0KA3aJIUCh PaHbIlle, 3HAYKUT, €CTh JBa BapHaHTa:
— Bo-mepBrIX, OHU MAaBHO 3HAIOT 00 9TOM MECTe.

— OueBHUMIHO, 3TO HEBO3MOXHO, MHAYE 3TH OBOE He MOSIBUIIKCH Obl B cpefHei yacTu XKenToi pexku, a
Cpasy HAIPaBUJIKChH CIOAA.

— 3HaA4uT, 0OCTAETCS TOIBKO BTOPOM BapUaHT...

— V 9THX IBOMX BHIJAIOIIHECS CIIOCOOHOCTH!

Kaxk pa3 Korfla Kaxmbii MpeOriBal B CBOUX MBICIISIX...

B 3TOT MOMEHT, KOTfla TpyIiIa Jifofel mopoia 6nuxe, Y TIHbYKIHL He COepzKaJICs U CIIPOCHIT:

— BmI mBO€ IpUIIIY Clofia ApaThCa? A ellle SKCIEPTHI?

JInub Xao crerka B3aporaysa. OH He 0XKUAaj, YTO ero OUMO0YHO IIOCUUTAIN PACXUTUTENIEeM TPOOHMUII.
OH HeBOJBHO IIOKaYaJl TOJIOBOM U pacCcMesycs. «Xa-Xa...»

CmMex OBIJT ITOJIOH HeIOYMeHUS ¥ ITpe3peHusi, ObIJI0 0YEBUIHO, YTO OH BCEPbe3 He BOCIPUHSIIT TUTY
PACXUTHUTEIIST TPOOHMII.

Bcnen 3a 3THM Ipo3ByYast rojoc rPpoOOBIIKKA, TOXKE HEMHOT'O ITPeHeOpeKUTe TbHBIN:
— Pacxurturenu rpoOHUI?

— Pa3Be pacxuinesue rpoOHUI MOKHO CPAaBHUThH C HAMMU?



HeCMOTpH Ha BEICOKOMEDHe 1"p060BI.T.II/IKa, OBITI0 BUIOHO, 9YTO OH TOPOUTCA.

[ToToMy 4TO Kak Obl TO HY OBINIO, OH SIBNISIETCS IPEACTAaBUTEJIEM ONHOM M3 OPEBHUX MPodeccuil u
MMeeT IIpaBo Ha CymlecTBoBaHMe. Kak OH MOXKET CPaBHUTHLCS C PACXUTUTENIMU rpodHUI? TyT
BOOOIle HET CPaBHEHUS, TafHO?!

Pacxurutenen I"p06HI/II_I HEeJIb34 IIPUYUCIINTE K OJPEBHUM, UX METOOEI Pa3Be MOT'YT OBITH TAK XKe
MOTYIIECTBEHHEI, KdK Yy I[peBHI/IX? Pa3sBe KaKOfI-HH6YHB PAaCXUTHUTEIIb 1"pO6HI/II_[ 3HaeT, KakK
HCIIOJIb30BaTh SJ'IeMeHTapHHﬁ TAaJIMCMaH OTIIYTHUBaHUA HpHBpaKOB?

... Bce HEMHOT0 YCTIOKOUJIUCH ¥ MHOTHE IIPUILIY B Cebs.

B ToM yucrne Y TSHbYXKIHB, KOTOPHIM HE TOIBKO IIPUIIENT B ce0sT, HO U laXKe HEMHOT'O PA303/IUJICS.
Kak BHI 3HaeTe... OH XK€ PaCXUTUTEJb IPOOHUI!

Y TaHBPYKOIHD HaXMYpPUJICA U IOCMOTpelI Ha JIuee Xao. Ero ria3a neiaayd OTHEM.

— IToxoxe, 5 ommbCs.

— Pa3Be onu MHe poBHA? OHU COBceM ce0sl He yBaxkKaroT!

B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, OH ellle MOJIOf, Y HEero MaJio OIBITa, ¥ ero XxapakTep HaJjiek OT hpeasa.

OH He MOT He CTUCHYTh 3y0bl, ¥ U3-3a CKaTHIX 3yOOB BEIIABUIICS I'0JIOC, OH CEPAUTO CKa3all:
— C 4ero 3T0 BH CMOTPUTE Ha PaCXUTHUTENIeN TPOOHUI] CBEICOKA?

— Macrep!

He maB emy goroBopuTh, rocioguH BaH nepedun Y TIHBYKIHSA.

T'ocnoguu BaH KU MHOTO JIET, ¥ €r0 pa3yM U Cepflle, eCTECTBEHHO, ObINIM JTyullle, 4yeM Y Y
TaubuxkaHsa. OH r1y00Ko B3rIgHy N Ha JInHb Xao, HO y JInHb Xao BeIpaxKkeHue nulla ObII0 TaKUM XKe,
KaK 00BIYHO, HUKAKUX U3MEeHEHUH.

B To Xe BpeMsi OH MBICJIEHHO BCIIOMHMJI TO, YTO TOJIKO 4YTO cKa3an JIuHb Xao, u elle O0bIie
IIOBEPHUII B CBOE CyXK[EHHUE.

— Pa3Be M0OXKHO Ha3bIBaTh paCXUTUTEIIeN T'POOHUI] JTIIOOLMHU, KOTOPHIE Ce0s He yBaxkaoT?

OH OBEepHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ IOOMUTHYJI CJIeTKa pacCepKeHHOMY U COUTOMY C TONKY Y TSHBYK9HIO, IaB
IIOHSITh, YTOOHI TOT He IeMiCTBOBAJI HMITYILCUBHO. 3aTEM OH CHOBA ITOCMOTPes Ha JInHb Xao, Ha uile
ero Oblyia ynbeIOKa, TaKas ke ApyxkKeno0Has U BeXkK/IuBasi, Kak IIpu Ux 1epBod BcTpede. OH CKa3a:

— Oxkas3riBaeTcs, 3To Oparel] JIuHb. S TPOSIBUI CIENOTY U He Y3Hau Bac cpa3y. [Ipoimny mpoiieHus!
Ycnbias 370, BCe, KTO TOJIBKO YTO HEMHOTO IIPUIIIY B ce051, BHOBb IOTPY3UJIUCh B PACTEPSIHHOCTS.

OHu cMOTpenu Ha rocroauHa BaHa ¢ BhIpaXkKeHUSIMHU HEBepHs Ha JUIlaXx U COMHEHUS, PaCTEPSIHHOCTh
U IIOTPSICEHUE B rila3ax.

— YTo cnyyunocs ¢ rocnoguaom Barom?



— Ilouemy...

— OH BOpPYT CTaJl TaK BEXKJIUB C 3TUMU ABYMS?

— He momxHO OBITH!

— Heyxenu...

— M1 omu6aucs?

— OHU He PaCXUTUTENU IPOOHUIL?

— Ho...

"YTO TONBKO UTO CKa3all caM MucTtep Ban?"

Mructep BaH He 3Has, 4TO €ro CiIoBa Ha CaMOM [ieJie BBEJIM er0 CIYTHUKOB B CMSITEHUE.

3aKOHUYMB rOBOPUTH, OH 3aAyMaJiCd Ha MTHOBEHME U CHOBa CKa3asl: "bpatT JIuH, g TOJIBKO YTO
CTIBIIIAJ, KaK BhI CKA3aJId, YTO 3TO He OoJbIast rpoOHKUIIa? ITO MOTHIA KaKoro-To Koposis-gpakoHOB-
IIPU3PaKoB". ...... "

B 3To# TOYKe OH Hayall TOBOPHUTb.

3aTeM OH nmokKjoHucSA JInab Xao ¥ MOIpocui coBeta: "Ho UCX0ms u3 MOUX MHOTOIETHHUX
MCCIIeIOBaHUM, KaXKeTCsl, UTO B 3TOM T'poOHUIIE eCTh YIUKU 00 UCUEe3HYBIIeH IpeBHEN CTpaHe
JloymaHr".

"He 3HAa10, moyeMy BBl CKa3au, 4TO 3T0 Moruia Koposns-gpakoHOB-IpU3pakoB?"

"Kakoe o0bsicHeHUe Moruiie Koposns-gpakoHOB-IIPpH3paKoB?"

Yewm Gonbie Ban Jlao gyman o6 3ToM, TeM 60Jiblile OH YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO JInHb Xao OB He OOBIYHEIM
YeJI0BeKOM.

OH IIpOCTO HE MOT IOHATh €r0 TUYHOCTh U IIPOUCXOKIEHUE.
Ho aTOo HMYero He MeIaso.

Tak 4To0 TEIIePb Y HETO OBLIIH BOIIPOCEHI M XOTEJIOCh CIIPOCHUTH JInub Xao, IIO3TOMY OH H€ 3HaJI, YTO OH
3Hain. OH He CKPEIBAJI 3TOT'0, 4 ITPOCTO BBIJIO2ZKHUJI BCE 34 PaA3.

Ycnwimas 310, B rinasax JIunes Xao IIPOMEJIBKHYJIO HE3aMETHOE 3aMeIlIaTeIbCTBO.

OH mymar, 4To MucTtep BaH yxKe 3Hal, 4TO 37€Ch TOXOPOHEHO. KTO TOJIBKO YTO OUIMGOYHO TTOoyMa,
YTO 3TO OosIbInasi rpobHuUIA?

Temeps, KOTMIa s YCBIIIAN TO, YTO CeAYac CKa3al MUCTEP BaH, Kak s MOT He 3HaTh, YTO MUCTEP Bax
BOOOIIle HUYEero He 3Has?

«Kamnp»



«41 X04y 3HaTh, KaKasi 3HaMEHUTOCTh — TPYI B UKIHBX3? ...... »
«Botoch, HaM Bce ellle HYKHO 3a0paTh TeJIo, IPeXk/ie YeM MBI CMOXKEeM y3HaTh!»

Hymast 06 aToM, JIuHb Xao He X0TeJl TpaTUThL G0JIbllle CJIOB Ha MUCTepa BaHa ¥ Opyrux u xoTen
ovicTpo 3abpaTh TeJo.

He TonbKo mj1st TOro, 4T0OB pa3BesiTh COMHEHHUS B CBOEM CEPAIle, HO U OJIs TOTO, YTOOR ORICTPO
BBITTOJTHUTD 3afjaHue, YTOOH! IOTyYUTh HAarpany. YKpeIaeHue CUJIHL.

On nmocmoTpen Ha MUcTepa BaHa, KOTOPHIM C HaleKI01W CMOTPEN Ha HEro, U Clierka ImoKadail
royioBoH. Jlaxe ecCyu s CKaXy 3TO, Thl HEe II0BEPUIIb MHe U He nouMellb. Kakoil CMBICIT 3TO TOBOPUTH?

U mosTtoMy OH Me[jIeHHO IMoKayas rojosou. OH ImoKadas roJI0BOY U CIIOKOMHO CKa3all: «He HyxXKHO
Oonbllle cpallnBaTh, T BCE PABHO He IMOWMeIllb, faxe eciiu s Tebe CKaXy, BCe PaBHO 3TO He
Kitambuine, Tebe 6ecrone3Ho 3meck OpOOUTh, TydIlle BEPHUCH TOPAHbIIE»,

YcnbimaB 370, MUCTep BaH U Apyrue MeperyisiHyIuCh U clieTKa HaxMypunuch. UHTEpecHo, KTO Jan
3TOMY YeJIOBEKY TaKyl0 YBePEeHHOCTb U PEIIUTENIbHOCTh?

HWMeeTcs B BUAY, YTO 9TO HE Tak?

B To e BpeMs OHM TaKKe CIpalluBaiu cebs, He 3HAIOT I OHU, UTO Iepef HUMU? JINYHOCTS.
Bcerpma 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH YTO-TO CTpaHHOe!

B sToT MmoMeHT V TaHbYXKIHE CKa3al: «ECIN 9T0 He Kiianbullle, To YTO Bl 3IeCh IejlaeTe?»
YesnmoBeK U3 MaB30Jiess CEPAUTO TOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. [ToueMy Te0sl Tak BOJIHYET?»

Y THBYKIHB, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO-TO MOHSI. OH BCIOMHUII TO, YTO CIIBIIIAT PaHBIIE OT ABYX Hay4YHBIX
COTPYAHUKOB, ¥ 3HaJ, 4To JIuHb Xa0 mocTasas Beliu u3 2KenTou peKu.

OH IIpennooXUTEeIbHO CIPOCU: «BEl X0TUTe UTO-HUOYAb oWMaTh B 2KelITol peke?»

JIuub Xao OBEPHYJICS ¥ C YIUBIEHUEM IIOCMOTpeN Ha Hero. OH He 0KUAAJI, 4TO 3TOT peGeHOK
II0BOJIHO COOOPa3UTENIbHEIN, II09TOMY MHOTOT0 He cKa3aj. OH IPoCTo cerka KuBHYI: «Hemnoxo».

YV TAHBYKIHD C JTIOOOMBITCTBOM CIIPOCUIT: «YTO BE COOMpAeTeCh JIOBUTL? AHTUKBAPHUAT?»

YenoBek U3 MaB30JIes IPE3PUTEILHO CKPUBUII T'yOBI: «YTO T HECeNTh? ECIM He XOUelllb YXOOUTh,
IIPOCTO CIedu 3a coOoi. Pa3Be TH He y3Haellb, KOTIa BEIJIOBHILE?»

YV TssHbYK9HB ocTon6eHeNn. OH OHEMETT U TYT XK€ IepecTajl TOBOPHUTE.

Opyrue O6v1u B HemoyMeHuu, wondering what Lin Hao and the two were going to do.
[ToueMy BCce CTAaHOBUTCSI CTPaHHEe U CTpaHHee, yeM OoJIbllie 51 Ha 3TO CMOTPIO!
KakoBa ux nens?

«IToriMaTh 4TO-HUOYIE?»

B 9TOT MOMeHT MucTep BaH BCKPUKHYJI OT yOUBIEHUS.



OH B3TIAHYT Ha GbICTPOe TeueHue XKenTod peKH, a 3aTeM MMOCMOTPeIT BOKPYT 0e3 KaKoro-mubo
crlacaTesbHOT0 060pymoBaHusi. Ha ero muile GBIIO YIMBIEHHOE BEIpaXKeHUE, U B €0 TOJI0Be OblTa
TOJIBKO OJJHA MBIC]Th, ——

«Kak 3TO IOIy4YUuTh?»

«Kpome Toro, 94T0 OH COOMpaeTCs MOIyIUTh?»

[Tpexpe ueM Ban Jlao nogymarn o6 aToM, JInHb Xao BCKOpe Jajl OTBET.
A Bupen, uto JIuHL Xao OOMH.

OH TIOOHSJ TOJICTHIA CTBOJI IePEBA, KOTOPHIM paHblIe jexkajl Ha Oepery, U IIPOHEC ero BCETO B
HECKOJIbKUX MeTpax oT Oepera 2KEnTou peku.

Hukakux TUIIHUX TEJTOIBUKEHUM — IIPOCTO OPOCUI CTBOI AepeBa B 2KENTYIO PEKY.
"Bynteix——11"
Co cTpalHbEIM IIIYMOM yAapa O BOOYy CTBOJI iepeBa C CUJIOW YAAPUIIO MPsMO B 2KENTYIO PEKY.

prISHy'J'Ia OrpOMHA4A BOJIHA BOAERI, d CTBOJI IepEBa MIT'HOBEHHO YHECJIO BHU3 I10 PEKe 6BICprIM
TEe4YEeHHEM.

Ilyay__ll
Bce HabmomaBinue Ha 6epery MrHOBEHHO ITPOIPOTIIH.

Onn 3aJp0XKallk BCEM TEJIOM U ITOJIHOCTBIO ITPOCHYJIUCE. I'na3a, KOTOPEIMH OHK CMOTPEJIN Ha JIuHb
Xao, OBLITH TTOJTHEL YOUBJIEHU .

"9T10 XKe yenosek? ?"

"CTBOJ 3TOr0 fepeBa II0 KpaHel Mepe MeTpa IS9Th B AJINHY, BEPHO?"
"Takou TomCThIN!"

"CKOIIBKO K€ OH BeCcur?"

"OH 4TO, caM IIOAHSJI TaKOU CTBOJ AepeBa?!”

"ITa ellé u Tak ganeko 3a0pocuTs?!"

"Vxac!"

He To 4TOOHI 3TH NTIOOY HUKOTHA He BUEIHN CUIy4el.

Ho takoro, xak JIuabs Xao, OHY BUEIX BIIEPBHIE!

Pasymeertcs, JIunb Xao He OBUIO [eJia [0 YyKOT'0 BOCXUIIEHUS. B 9TOT MOMEHT OH CMOTpPEN Ha CTBOJI
IlepeBa, C KOTOPOTo CTeKasla Bofa, ¥ 6opMoTan cebe IOf HOC:

"TeueHue cIUIKOM OBICTPOE"



"Bpocus, a OHO YILIBIIO, 4 JaKe HAUYEero He yCIes caenaTs”

"TToxoxe..."

"MHe 0CTaéTCs TOJIBLKO IeNMCTBOBATh MEIJIEHHO U HaBepHSIKa"

JInab Xao BIepBble IPUMEHSTT Ha MMPAaKTUKE CBOM METOI, TIO3TOMY OH OBIJT He CIIMIIKOM OIIBITEH.

OpmHako, mocjie TOJIBKO YTO IIPOU30IIeNIIero IIPoBaia OH OBIT ITOJIOH YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO CMOXKET
cIoenaTh BCE 3a OOUH pas.

Ho kak pas Korga oH cobupasics MOgHSATh BTOPOM CTBOJI IepeBa, A0 ero yInen HoHECCs
BCTPEBOKEHHEIN TOJI0C MUCTepa Bana: "Mamsi#t JIuH, nmoctour-ka!!!"

Okasaoch, 4To Korfa Muctep BaH ycrmbiman o ToM, 4To JIuabs Xao cobupaeTcs IOJHUMATh
COKPOBHIIIA, OH 3aX0TEJI €T0 OCTAHOBUTh.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB...
JIuHb Xao IMoKa YTO HUYEro He 0ObACHUII.

OH u caM B rinyOuHe Oyurd He Obin yoexxkmeH. OH Mo-IIpe:kHeMy BePHUJI B HOOBITEIE MM 3a I'OJbl JaHHBIE
¥ IyMaJl, YTO 3TO HEIPEMEHHO [OIXKHO OBITh TO MECTO, ITle HaXOOUTCS TPOOHMIIA, XPaHSIIas CEKpPeT
1CYe3HOBEHU IpeBHEro Hapoaa. Ho Kak pa3 Korfa OH co0upascs oCTaHOBUTE JIMHbL Xao, OH YBUOET,
KaK TOT COBEPIIUJI MMOTPSCAIOIINY TPIOK, ITIOTHSAB TAKOW TOJCTHIM U OJIMHHBIA CTBOII IepeBa, ¥ 3aCThIN
B OIIIEJIOMJIEHUH.

A korpa mpuién B cebs, To yBupmen, uto JInabs Xao yxke Opocui CTBOJ fiepeBa B 2KENTYIO0 pekKy.

OH BHEe3aITHO OXBAaTHJIa ITaHKKA, BeIb OH OOSIJICS, YTO CTBOJI AepeBa, OporneHHbH JInHL Xa0, MOXKET
yOapUThCS 0 TPOOHUILY ITOM PYCJIOM PEKHU U MOBPEOUTh YTO-HUOYMIb LIeHHOE.

Y kak pa3 Korma oH coOuparcs OblJI0 B3MOXHYTh, OH yBHUAEN, 4To JIHL Xao, moxoxe, cobupaeTcs
IIOJHSTH BTOPOX CTBOJI iepeBa.

OH He MOT yCHTIETh Ha MeCTe, II03TOMY HEBOJIBHO 3aKpuyasl, ocTaHaB/uBas JIuHb Xao.
"bparten JIuHb, He cremuTe"
Crapuk Bau mombexar prictioi K JIuHb Xao.

OH OKMHYJI B3TJISIOM CJIerKa HaxMypeHHble 6poBu JInab Xao u OpICTPO nosicHun: "Bpatel] JIuHb, Bh
1ojlaraeTe, YTO BHU3Y HET HUKAKOW I'POOHUIIBI, HO OTKa3kBaeTeCh BCE pacCcKas3aTh, OMHAKO MHe
KaXkeTCsl, YTO BHU3Y HaXOOUTCS He Kakas-To Oombiuas rpobHuia. Tak modyemy Obl BaM He TIOIIPOCUTH
KOT0-HUOYIb MPUHATH, YTOOH 00CIeg0BaTh €€?"

CKasaB 9T0, OH OKMHYJI CTapUKa BOCXUILEHHLIM B3TJIAA0M U IIPEACTaBU: "4 JaBHO 3HAKOM C OOHUM
crapukoM. OH C JeTCTBa ¥ 0O CTAPOCTU XKUBET Y 2KENTOM PEKHU U IMIPeKpacHO 3HAeT CBOMCTBA BOJH B
Hell. OH MOXKeT MPOIJILITh eIllé JTy4dile phIOb!"

"OTOT CTapuK XKUBET HEHANIEKO OT UCTOKa 2KENTOM peKu. S MOTy MOMPOCUTL €ro IPURTH Clofia 1
ocMoTpeThcs. Kak BEl myMaerte, Opatelt JInHB?"

YcnmimaB cinoBa MHCTEpa BaHa, BCe BHE3amHO OKDPYTJIAJIXA T'lIa3a OT YOUBIIECHU .



OHu OKUABIBANIK OPYT ApyTa B3T/IsAAaMy U BIOJIT00ca Hadyaau 00CyXKaaTh:

"[axxe y MucTepa BaHa HET UHOTO BEIXO[la, KPOME KaK Ha3blBaTh €r0 CTAPEUIINHOK?"

"KTo 9TOT CcTapuk?"

"KaxeTcs, 1 HIKOTla He CHIBIIIal O TaKOM BaXKHOU IepcoHe?"

He TonbKO Bce OHM, HO U caM JIuHb Xao OblJT 3aMHTPUTOBAH.

OH OBIJIO HE 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS CTAPUKOM U COOUpACs 0TKa3aThCs.

OpnHako 1ocle CJIoB IIpefCcTaBeHus MucTepa Bana...

OH BHe3aIHO NOJHSI OPOBY, a BEIpaXkeHHe ero Julja 4yTh U3MEHUII0Ch, CJIOBHO OH YTO-TO MOHSJI.
Ecnu BEI yraganu, mony, KOTOPEIE IPUAYT, HEUCTBUTENIBHO CMOTYT BaM IIOMOYb.

B KoHIle KOHII0B, BOCKPECUTH TPYIIEL B 2KenTou peke HenpocTo. MOXKHO faXe CcKa3aTh, YTO 3TO
TPYOHO chenaThk. Ecnu Bel cMoxkeTe 6e3 0COOBIX YCUITHM BHITIOJIHUTH 9Ty 3afady, 3TO, eCTECTBEHHO,
OymeT X0poIIIo.

" JTr000IIEITHO"

"Bo BCSIKOM ClIy4dae, g XXUBY B BEPXOBbsX 2KeITOM peKH, I09TOMY Ha II0e30KY He JOJIKHO YUTHU MHOTO
BpeMeHu."

"Hemnoxasa ugess — MO3BOHUTH U 3arJISHYThH!"

[Togymas 06 sToM, JInH Xao KUBHYJI U COTJIacUIICA: "XOpOIIOo, TOTHAa Bbl MOXKETe IT03BOHUTL MHE"
"Bes mpobiem!"

Korpma muctep Baur yBupmen, yto JIue Xao COTIacuics, OH B3OOXHYII C 00Ier4YeHNEM.

OH [elCTBUTEIBHO IepexuBal, 4To JInH Xao cedyac He COTIaCUTCA.

"OH TONBKO YTO CaM IIOMHSJ CTBOM [AEPEBa......
"KT0 nmocmeet 3ToMy IoMemnaTs?"

"K cyacTnlo, s coryacuuacs!”

"B IPOTUBHOM CJly4yae g OeUCTBUTEJILHO He 3Hal0, 4TO JeaTh!"

[TogymaB 06 aToM, Muctep Baur GeICTPO BHITAIIMI CBOM TenledoH, onmacasich, yTo JIuH Xao moxaneer
00 9TOM Ha CJefy oyl CEKYHY.

HaxxaB HECKOJILKO KHOIIOK, OH B3J TeJ'Ie(l)OH obenMu PYKaMH U IIOJHEC K yXY.

[TomoxxpaB HECKOJIBKO CEKYH, OH BHE3alHO CJIerKa HaKJIOHWUJI BEPXHIOI 4acCTh TeJla ¥ IOUYTUTENIbHO
npousHec: "CTapuiui, s 30ecs..."



Muctep BaHT KOPOTKO H3II0XKUIT CBOI KCTOPUIO U OBICTPO 06BSICHUI CUTYAIHIO.

3aKOHYMB TOBOPUTH, YIHIOKA Ha JTUIEe MUCTEPA BaHra He Mc4Ye3na, CIOBHO OH CHIYIIaJ, YTO CTapHK
TOBOPHUT 110 TeNnedhoHy.

[TomozkmaB HEMHOT'0, OH HAaKJIOHUJI BEPXHIO YaCTh TeJla ellle HUXKe U ele 00j1ee MOYTUTETLHO
CKa3ain: "Xopo1o, CTapiiuy, s MOJ0XKAY Bac 34ech!"

Cxka3saB 3T0, OH Me[iJIeHHO yOparn TenedoH U NoBepHYyJCcA K HeMy. OH IOCMOTpEJT Ha OCTaIbHBIX U
TIOJEeJIUIICS HOBOCTBIO: "TaK MOIy4YuIoch, YTO 3TOT CTapUK HAXONUTCA Hellofaneky u OynmeT 30ech
yepe3 MUHYTY!"

Ha aTomM, oH cHOBa mocMoTpet Ha JIud Xao u cka3san ¢ yasl0Ko#: "bBparer JIuH, MOm0XIUTEe HEMHOTO"
JIva Xao HUYero He CKa3aJl, IPOCTO KUBHYIL.

Ha MraoBeHue HUKTO He IPOPOHUII HU CJIOBA.

Kpome nocTossHHOTO peBa 2KenTol peku, BOKPYT He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX APYTUX 3BYKOB.

OpgHa MUHHYTA... [B€ MUHYTEL.. TOU MUHYTHI...

BpeMs upeTr MUHYTa 38 MUHYTOM.

[Iporno 0KOJI0 AeCATA MUHYT.

BrezanHo!

Ha OypHO# peke mOsiBUIaCh YepHas TeHb!

Bce GBICTPO TOCMOTPENH TyfaA.

[lon sipKUM JIYHHBEIM CBETOM Ha IJIOTY B moporax 2KeynToy peKu MOSIBUJICS TOLIUYU CTapUK.
CTapuky OBIJIO OKOJIO CEMUECSATH UJTK BOCBMUECSTH JIET, KOXKa Ha ero Teje HEMHOTO 00BUCTIA.

Ero nmu1o moKpeITO MOPIIMHAMH, TOX0XKKMMHU Ha OBPAr#, BO3MOXKHO, IIOTOMY, YTO OH MOPIIUT JIUIIO BO
BpeMs paboTHl. BHYTpY MOPIIUHEI XKEJTHE, & CHAapyKU OHU TEMHEIE.

Bomnochl Ha To0Be 0YEHb KOPOTKHE U IIBIITHEIE, HX OOHOI'O YEePHOI'0O BOJIOCKA HE BUIHO.

Ha BepxHell 4aCTH Tejla OH HOCUJI TOJIbKO I'PYObIY [TOJIOTHSHBIM XKUJIET, a Ha HUXHell — rpyoOsle
IIOJIOTHSIHEIE [IeBATUNIOVMOBEIE IITaHEL.

B neBoii pyke OH gepzkaj O0/IbIIyIO OJILIHD, B IPaBoil — OOJIBIIYI0 TPYOKY, BO PTY ABIMUIICS OBIM.
Ero Oochle HOTH, Ka3a/10Ch, OBIIN IIOKPLITH KJIeeM, OH KPEIIKO CTOSTI Ha IIJIOTY.
HezaBucumo oT TOro, Kak ObICTPO TeUeT peKa, OH OCTAaeTCsI HEeIIOABUKHEIM
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YBupges 310, KpoMe Muctepa Banra, JIun Xao u mrofein U3 MaB30J1es.
Y mpyrux nwoofey BHe3amHO PaCLUIMPUIUCE T/la3a, ¥ OHU 3aTau/ld [bIXaHUe.

K TOMY BPEMEHHU OHHU YK€ NOranaincChb, YTO 3TOT CTAPUK OBLI CTAapPHUKOM, IIPUTTIallIEHHBIM MHCTEPOM
BaHrom, HO OHU He MOTJIM IOHSTh, IMo4YeMy €T0 IIOsSBJIIEHNE OBIJIO HACTOJIBKO BII€eYaTJIAIOIINM.

"Kak ato caenaHo?"

"Bolock, Y UeMIIMOHa MHUpa 10 cepPUHTY HET TaKUX CIIOCOOHOCTEMN, BepHO?"
"KT0 3TOT CcTapuk?"

"9TO HEBEPOATHO!"

Y mucTtepa Baura B 9T0 BpeMs ToxKe ObIJI0 B3BOJITHOBAHHOE BhIPAXKEHUE JIHIIA.
OH yXKe BHUfeN OSBJIEHUE CTapUKa paHbllle, HO JIUIIb HECKOJIBKO pa3.

XO0Ts 3TO OIlIpeneJIEeHHO He OBLIJIO TAKUM MIOKUPYIOIINM, KaK Yy OIPYT'UX, KOTOPBIE BUOEIIN 3TO BIIEPBEIE,
HO IIOCJie IIPOYTEHHA OH BCE €llle UCIIEIThIBAE€T CUJIBHBIE IMOIIMU

"Crapsle TaMephl, CTapele TauMepsl!"
"On npuen."

Crapslii Banr O5ICTpO IOfoOIIIeN K Oepery, 4ToOH IIOIIPUBETCTBOBATH €r0, SPOCTHO ITOMaXxal CTapuKy,
KOTOPBIM KaTajCd Ha BOJIHAX, U B3BOJTHOBAHHO KPUKHY: "CTaplIui, Ciofa, Cloga! YBuUmes a1y ClLeHy,
Jlur Xao moBepHYJI I'OJIOBY U B3IJISHYJ Ha YelloBeKa B MaB3oiiee U cupocuni: "Tot, k1o 3abpasn Tpym?"

Oxka3zanocs, yBUIEB CTapuKa B IIEPBHI pas,

JInub Xao, BepPOSTHO, TIOATBEPOU CBOIO IIPEAbIAYIIYI0 OTafAKy, COTJIaCHO 3alMCsM B TEXHUKE
M3TrHAHUS TPYIIOB.

[IpocTo... KaK y CTpaXKHUKaA.

Opmexpa cTapuka Oblyla TTOX0XKa Ha OfleXXAY JIIOMeH, TOBUBIIUX TPYIE B 2KeToi peke, 3alllCaHHYIO B
TEeXHHKe U3TrHaHUs TPYIOB, HO BCe XKe HEMHOT0 OT/IMYanach.

[ToaTOMY OH He OBIJT Ha CTO MIPOIIEHTOB YBEPEH, IT03TOMY PEIINII CIIPOCUTh 3TOT'0 MaJIeHbKOT0
9KCIepTa B UAeHTU(UKALIUY JTI0JIe — MaB30JIEHHOT0 YeI0BeKa.

"TlomoxKOu-Ka, 5 eIne pa3 IoCMOTPIo".
MaB30eliHbIN YeI0BeK He 0TBeTUs JInHb Xao cpasy xe.

OH el1le HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IPUCTaIbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha CTapuKa Ha IJIOTY, KOTOPBIYA MPUOIUKancs K
HeMy Bce OymKe, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTpell Ha JIuHb Xao, mogyMasB, YTo ceiiyac IPOU30UIET YTO-TO
xoporiee!

MagB3oJieHEIY YeJI0BeK Me[iJIeHHO KUBHYII U C YABIOKOM cKa3ait: "[la, OH IeHdCTBUTEILHO JIOBEI]
TpynoB ¢ 2Kenrtou peku!"
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