— IMIenk.

PaHo cnenyomumM yTpoM oTell JIeoHa 0CTOPOKHO OTKPHLT IBEPIly KapeThl U BHICKOJIb3HYJI HAPYXKY,
Kak OynaTo Ol He Xejas, 9TOOR KTO-HUOYIb €eT0 3aMeTHI.

"Ypo..."

OpHako BHE3AITHO CBEPXY pa3fajiCs I'0JI0C, 3aCTABUBIINM ero KpUBO YCMEXHYThCS, B TO BpeMS KaK OH
KPETKO CXKUMaJl Be[Ipo, HalloJIHEHHOe KaJloM 1 Mo4yoi. OH HamMepeBaJicsi He3aMeTHO M30aBUTHLCS OT
HEeTO II0CJIe TOT0, KaK BCIO HOYb BBICNIYIIIMBA YIIPEKH 0T KaponuHE], HO HE 0Xuman, 4yTo JIeoH
IIOMIMaeT ero C IIOJIUYHBIM.

"A, JleoH, 4TO THI TaK paHO mOmHSAICI?"

KprBo yCMeXHYBUIUCH [TOCTIE TOTO, KaK IOHSJI, YTO JIeOH ero 3acTyKaJl, CTapuK Iodeca 3aThIJIOK,
YyBCTBYS ce0s1 HECKOIBKO CMyIleHHbIM. OH JorafsiBasics, 4To JIeoHy He HpPaBUTCS, KOTla OH
BBITIOJIHSIET TAaKyl0 YHU3UTENbHYI0 paboTy, HO Kakoil y Hero Obl1 BEIOOP? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU CEMBbSI.

“XMM"_
JleOH He OTPYHOUIICSA OTBETUTh. BMECTO 3TOr'0 OH CIPBITHYJI C BEPXHE! YaCTU KapeThl Ha 3eMJII0.
— Bym!!

HexkoTopoe BpeMs CTapuK CTOSI B II0Ke. Elle HECKONIBKO mHel Halap JIeoH OBIT UCTOIIEH U KOoXKa Ma
KOCTHU. A Tellephb OH COBepILIal TaKue MOABUTH 0€3 BUAUMBIX YCUNIHN? BEII0 OBl T0KBIO YTBEPKIATD,
YTO OH He Obl1 omrenoMieH. OgHAKO 3TO 3aMeIlaTeIbCTBO OIKUIIOCh Hemosro. OH ObT 0TIOM JIeoHa,
BCe, Yero OH XOTeJI, — 9TO ycIexa ChiHa. Kak oH 9Toro qo0heTCs, ero He BOJTHOBAJIO.

JIeoH mOfOIIENT K CTAapPUKY B IMTOTPEIaHHOM OfleXk/Ie U MPOTSAHYI PYKY, YTOOH B35ITh BEIPO.

"Het, He Oecnokoiicsi 06 9TOM. ITO MO 003aHHOCTB, S caM IoHecy. Ho ecu OBl THI XOTEJI COCTaBUTh
MHe KOMITaHU10, 1 OBl HEe OTKa3aics".

OTTONKHYB BeOpO, CTAapuK mmoMernas JIeoHy B3sTh ero. OH He X0Te ele 6obline yHU3UTh JIeoHa. OH
OBbIJT BUHOBAT B UX 00CTOSITENIbCTBAX, TIO3TOMY OH caM Oy[eT HEeCTH 9TO YHUXKEHHUe.

"Xopomo".

JleoH KHUBHYJI, ¥ BCKOpe OHU 06a OTIIPABUIKCh BOBOEM Ha OTKPHITOE MacTOuiie. I1o opore CTapuk
00JITa O IOJTUTHYECKOH CUTYallMk B KOPOJIEBCTBE, IIPEeIMeTe, C KOTOPHIM IIPexXHui JIeoH ORI
3HAKOM BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb. OOHAKO IJIs 3TOro JIeoHa Bce OBIIO B HOBUHKY, ¥ OH HACJIAXKIAJICS
Oecemom.

"YecTHO rOBOPSI, ECIU KOJIAYHBI He 00beUHATCS BOBPEMSI, HAaC YHUYTOXKAT".

Haxkonen no6paBumich [0 Jieca, CTapUK BEIOPOCUTT BEAPO U B3MOXHYI: "MEI MOXKeM CHenaTh Tak MaJio
KaK UHIUBUAYYMEL".

CrapuKy, Ka3asioch, HDaBUJIOCh TOBOPUTH Ha 9TU TEMEHL. B ero Bo3pacTe y Hero He OBUIO CIIUIIKOM
MHOT0 JIFOfiel, C KEM MOXKHO ObIIO OB TOTOBOPUTE, @ C KEHOM OBITI0 TPYAHO 00IIAThCS, TI03TOMY
TaKve MOMEHTH OBUTH [JIT HeTo 0coOeHHBIMU. [IpoOyKaeHre JIeoHa TOXKe CUJIbHO IPUAAJI0 EMY
MOpaJIbHBIX CHJI, OH JAaBHO HE YYBCTBOBAJ Ce0s TaK CYACT/IUBLIM.



ITo KpafIHefI Mepe, TakK OBITI0 OO0 TeX 0P, IIOKa OH HE 3aMETHUJI 3HAKOMBIN CHUJIY3T Ha y49aCTKe
HaCT6HU.[a He CIIMIIKOM [JaJIEKO OT HHUX.

9to Gbita ero goyb dubu, OHa JieKasa Ha TPYAU MOJIOHOTO Yesl0BeKa, KOTOPHIH HEMPUIMYHO TPOTAJ
ee 3a 3agHuLYy.

"CHosa?"

Ero muio CpPa3y XKe IIOTEMHEJIO OT THEBa ITOCIIE€ TOr'0, KaK OH YBUOEI 3TO. BCKOpe OH Ha4aJl IIaraTb
BIiepen C pa3gpaxeHneM B KaXKIOM IIare. OOrIyHas HEBO3MYTUMOCTE CTaPUKa UCYEe3Jid B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTa OH CTaJl CBUeTeIeM Hermomo6aroIero IIoBeNe s CBOe A0o49epu Ha HYGJ'II/IKG.

"Batianm! CKOIBKO pas s TOBOPHUI Te0e mepKaThCs MOHasbIiine 0T Moero pebeHka?!"

Kpuk cTaprka 9XOM pa3Heccs II0 TI0JII0, IpeaynpeauB He Tonbko ®ubu, Ho u Batianma. battaun G5
CUJIBHBIM MOJIOOBIM 4eJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH OBINT Ha3HAUYeH OXPaHHUKOM KJlaHa, ¥ 9TO caMo 110 cefe
CBHU[IETENILCTBOBAJIO O €T0 CHUJIe.

Ho toHormra 611 mteiiboeM. OH XOTUIT IO KJIAHY ¥ Pa3BieKasICsl C KPACUBLIMHU JIEIH, U €T0 0OBIYHO
cunTany npuxiaebaTeneM. U 1Mo Kakon-TO HeJIeNor NpuYuHe ero noyepu balaHmg Ka3acs
IIPUBJIEKATEIbHEIM, ¥ OHA BCErMa IOIX0NIIa K HEMY.

"OTtoyctu ee ceryac xe!"
Crapuk crpe6 cBoi pabo4uii MOJIOT ¥ OKPY2KUJI €0 KPOBABO-KPaCHOU 3HEPIUEH.

KOJ’I;E[YHLI MOTJIX UCIIOJIb30BATh MaHYy, HO TaK2K€ MOT'JIX MCIIOJIb30BATh ;:[pyrofl THUII QHEPIrun:
XKHNU3HEHHYIO 9HEPI'HUIO. 3Ty 9HEPIHUI0 MOZKHO OBITIO M3BJIEKATh U3 Opr}KaI-OH.Ieﬁ cpenrl, HO B OCHOBHOM
KOJIOYHEI I1OJIaraJIMCh Ha 2KU3HEHHYIO S9HEPIrui0 CBOMX POOOCIIOBHEIX.

B cnydae ¢ ky1aHOM 3Mel KPOBU 3TO Oblyla 9HEPTHUs, IPUNKCHIBaeMasi 3MesiM KpOoBH. [I7151 KJlaHa OpJIOB
BeTpa 9TO Obljla SHEprus, IpUIUCkIBaeMas opjaM BeTpa.

"3Mest KpOBU: YCUJIUTEND ITIOKPHITUA", — CO BCEU CUJIBI CTapukK ynapui bavaHpa.

FYCTO-KpaCHaﬂ JHEpPrusia C06paJ'[aCB Ha KOHIle ero MoyioTa. Kazanocs, 4To OguH yoap MOT JIETKO
CJIOMAaTh KOCTH.

—Kpsak

K coxanenuto, 0XpaHHUK JIETKO OTPa3uJl ygap; OH OBLI CIIUIIKOM CHUJIEH.

«THI OCMeNUICS HalacTh Ha 3alllMTHUKA KJlaHa, CTapuk? Thl IIaHUpYelb OYHT?!»
Brictpo oTTonkHyB ®ubu, BrsiHg 00HAXKUIT CBOM MeY ¥ B3MaXHYJI UM Ha CTapukKa.

(3TOT cTapshli yONMIOOOK AyMaeT, YTO MOXKET HallaCTh Ha MeHS U yUTH 6e3HaKa3aHHHIM? MeuTaTh He
BpenHo!! { Tak 9TO He OCTaBIIIO).

[Togyman nipo cebst brsan
«Yept!!»

YBUIEB, KAk MeY HalpaBlIeTCs K HeMY, CTapUK YBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY. OH He 0XKUJaJl, YTO Ha HETro



HamafeT I0Hel] KJlaHa, II03TOMY Y Hero He ObIII0 BpeMeHHU 3a0JI0KMPOBaTh yaap.
Xvm!!"

[Tocne mpoMaxa OXpaHHUK BBHIIPSIMUJICS U IPUTOTOBUJICS K CIEAYIOIIeMY HallaqeHuIo, U CTapuK
CHOBA YBEPHYJICSI.

OpHako, Ipex[e YeM OH YCIIeJl IOMbITaThCS CHOBA, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI XOJION Ha IIlee, CJIIOBHO €€
pas3pesasno JIe3BHUEM.

«Yeprt.»

B ykace 0H IPUKOCHYJICS K TOPJTy, HO KPOBY He 00Hapyxkuj. BHe3amnHo OH IIOBEPHYJICS U YBUEI
TOILEr0 MOJIOAOT0 YeJIoBeKa CO CIIOKOWHBIM BhlpaxkKeHueM nulla. (Kak oH 3mech oKasancs?), mogyMall
mpo cebs brsaup. CiieHa o3agauuia ero. Kak aToT 0HOIIA MMOOIIe He3aMeYeHHBIM? B YTO 3a
ouryiieHue ObIJIO ¥ HETO Ha Iiee?

«Hou moMoii», - CIIOKOWHO IMTPOU3HEC TOIIHMM MOJIOIOM YeI0BeK. XOTS ero rojioc ObIT TUXUM, OH
BHYIIIAJT YYBCTBO yKaca.

9To OBITa He MPOCTO yrPo3a; 3TO ObIJIO0 TPefyNpexkRaeHNe, KOTOPOe MOXKHO YCJIBIIATE T OJHAKIH
nepen TeM, KakK 3aKOHUUTCS YbsI-TO KU3Hb.

«Y... MeHs HET Ha 3T0 BpeMeHu». Co 106a ero KaTUCs 0T, BbsH[ GBICTPO Pa3BEPHYIICS U YIIeNl. ITOT
cTpax ObLT UPPAI[MOHAIBHBIM, OH JIETKO MOT OBl 3aTMHTh 9TOT'O IIeHKa, HO OH HE MOT He
OTpearupoBaTh MOIOOHKIM 00pPa3oM.

«Crapmuii BesgHA, MoXKanyicTa, He yxoguTe 03 MeHs», - To3Basa ero ®ubu, HO OH He 00paTUIl Ha
Hee BHUMaHUA U yIieJ, He 3aAyMBIBasCh.

«XMM! ITO BCe TBOS BUHA», - KpUKHYJa ®ubu cTapuky, mpexae 4yeM nobexaTh K SKUIIaXKYy.

«TBI my4Ille BEPHUCH clofia!» - KpUKHYJ CTapuK, HO OHA He IOCIyIIaach.

«B3gox!»

CpenaB rioy0OKuY BOOX, CTAPUK B3[MOXHYII C coxkajeHneM. OH [eHCTBUTENIbHO n30amoBas peOeHKa.

Ona faxe He yBaxkara ce0si, He TOBOPS y2Ke O TOM, YTOObI yBaXKaTh €Tro.
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