«Twl 60ruHST Bogpl?» — B MPOCTPAHCTBE, T'e BECh MUP, KaXKeTCs, OKpallleH B YEPHHIM I[BET, TOUHEE,
Te YeJI0BEK CTOMT Ha HEBUAUMOM MIaTPOpMe, a BOKPYT HETO — ITYCTOE YEPHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO
BceneHHoM, 3aroBOpUI Y€JI0BEK 110 UMEHH MUIKap.

Ha Gesom cTyme CUOUT OeBOYKa-MIOAPOCTOK JIeT MATHAAIATH, Ha Hel roy6ast omekaa B TOH,
MaJieHbKas KOPOTKas 100Ka, KOTOpas 3aCTaBjseT YCOMHUTBCS B TOM, SIBJISIETCS JIM 9Ta OeBOYKa
JKEHITMHOM, KOTopas IIPOJiaeT CBOE TeJI0 MyXK4YWHaM, U HeT.

«Jla, mercTBUTENBHO, ST O0oruHs Bogsl», — OTBe4aeT [eBOYKA-TIOOPOCTOK C YILIOKOM, ee Gerble 3yOb!
clerka mo0IeCKUBAIOT, UlealbHO UCKPEeHHEee JIUI0 9TOH MEeBYIIKK 3aCTaBlsgeT MuIkKapa Ha
HECKOJIbKO MHHYT ITOTPY3UTHCS B CBOM MEICITH.

«AKBa?», — C HeIOBEpHEM CIpalirBaeT Munkap.

«MMeHHO Tak, MucTep Munkap, s Benukas 00ruHs Bofbl, Th yauBiIeH? ¢ He IPOTUB, €CIIU THI
Oymelb BOCXBalIsTh MEHS UM IPEKIOHUIIEL KOJIEHH, Xe-Xe», — 030pHO yiri0aeTcss AKBa, IPOTIATUBas
Murnkapy 00JbIIIO# TTajel BBEpPX.

Murnkap Ha MTHOBeHUe OpocaeT B3TJISAM Ha CBOM PYKH, IIPEX/e YeM CIJIOTHYTh CIIOHY.

«Jle#CTBUTENILHO, PUTYaJl cpaboTan», — mymaeT 1po cebsgs Munkap. Munkap OblT 4eJI0BEKOM,
JKUBYIIUM B COBPEMEHHYIO 310Xy, KaK CTaphIi HOOPHIA YUTATEIh POMaHOB, MUIKap MedTas
TIePEBOIIOTUTLCS B (IHTE3UNHOM MUDE.

[Touckas Ha ODHOM aMepUKaHCKOM (opymMe UHGPOPMALUIO O pUTyanax, CBI3aHHBIX C ATIOHCKOU
KyJIbTypOo#, MunKap HallleJl puTyas IyTellecTBUS B TI00UMBIN MUD, KOTOPHIM 3aK/I04ascs B TOM,
yTOOBI 0TPE3aTh ce0e MeHUC KYXOHHBIM HOXKOM, a 3aTeM 0eKaTh 110 KaKOH-HUOYOb YiIulle MoCpemu
HOYM, ¥ BCE 3T0 6e3 ofexK/bl, OBICTPO UCTEKast KPOBBIO M3-3a OTPE3AHHOT0 MeHKUCa U YMUpasi, He
IIOJIYYUB MEeIUIIMHCKOM TOMOIIH. (1.1m: YTo...)

Murnkap He mymaJl, YTO 9TO cpaboTaeT, MPOCTO COUeTaHWe TAaKUX CUTYallWii, KaK HeXBaTKa JIeHeT U
HeOaBHO 0OHApPYKEHHHIH pak B €r0 XXU3HM, 03HAYaJjI0, YTO Y HETO He ObIJI0 JPYTUX BaPUAHTOB.

OcraBanoch nu60 XKaaTh MyYUTETHHON U MEIJIEHHON CMePTH, 100 monpo6oBaTh IIPOBECTH HEJIETIbIH
PHUTYyaJ, T03TOMY MMUJIKAp BHITUT AECATH YalleK Kode, BKOJIOJ cebe Kydy 3ampelleHHEIX BEIIECTB,
YTOOBI YMEHBIIUTE 00Ib, B351JI KyXOHHBIM HOXK, aMITyTUPOBa cebe eHuC 1 mobexkaj IoJIbIM 110
yJIUIIaM CBOET0 ropofa MoCpeny HOYH.

Teneps Munkap crout nepep 6oruaelt Bogsl KoHOCYOHL.
Opuako Mumnkap ckpunesn 3y6aMu OT ITOflaBIseMOM SPOCTH.

«YepT, 51 gonkeH OBLI peMHKAPHUPOBATh B Mupe Benmukoro Koposs [[eMOHOB, ToYeMy ke 3TOT MUP
Konocy0a unu Kak OH TaM Ha3blBaeTCsi», — MUIKap CKpumesn 3y6amMu B IOJaB/IsieMOi SIPOCTH.

Mwup, B KOTOPHIM OH XOTeJ monacTh, Ob Benmukum Koposem [IeMOHOB, OH XOTeJI 3aMeHHUTh bpuiaHTa,
TOTO, KTO M3Ha4Ya/lbHO peMHKapHUpOBal KakK XaHsb 1llyo, HauaTh KyJIbTUBUPOBATh LIy, cTaTh
apxumarom u youts otia Pupenue ®aHHu, a 3aTeM NbITaTh PaHHU C YIRIOKOM Ha JULIE.

OpHako OH MPHUIIEN B 3TOT MU, ITie HET YAUBUTEIbHEIX CBEPXCIIOCOOHOCTEM, I'le HENlb3s
KyIbTUBUPOBATE LU, HENIb3s YBETUYUTD ITPONOIKUTETLHOCTD XKU3HHU, HEJTb35T CTPEMUTHCS K
0ecCcMepTHIO ¥ JIIOIH He MOTYT JOCTHYhL YPOBHS Oora.



Ha camoMm [fienie B 9TOT MOMEHT U3 T'Jla3 MUIKapa BHIPBAIOCh HECKOJIBKO MaJIEHBKHUX CIIE3UHOK, U C
KpariHe 00MKEeHHBIM JTUIOM Munkap Habmroman 3a 60ruHed BOOBl, CTOSIIEH eper HUM.

«3M, 31, TH X0YEIllb IEPEBOMIJIOTUTHCS B IPYTOM MUPE?» — C YIIBIOKOM TOBOPUT AKBa, HafyBas I'PY[b,
B pe3yjbTaTe Yero gBe 0OJbIINe MacCH IJIOTH Ha ee TPYAU ClieTKa HauMHAIOT JBUTAThCS.

9TO HEMPOU3BOJIbHOE COOJIa3HUTENbHOE OBUXKEHNE AKBBI MOTJI0 OBl COOIa3HUTEL KOTO YTOOHO, HO B
OaHHBIM MOMEHT MuJjKap HaCTOJIbKO Pa3bsapeH, YTO BPSAM I MOXKET AyMaTh O YEM-TO IIOXOTIIMBOM.

«[la, pa3Be THI HE OOJIZKHA MCIIOJIHUTH MO€ XKejaHue?» — cKalal MI/IJ'[Kap, IIOOaBJisAd HaPAaCTAKIIYI0
APOCTh, AxBa IIpoOBeJia MaJjblieM 10 CBOMM KPaCHBIM FYGaM, IIpexnae 4eM KUBHYTb TOJIOBOH.

«J1erCTBUTENBHO, MACTEeP MuIKap, Bbl 4Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPHIM Cpa3y IePeXOnuT K Oeny, He Tepss
BPEMEHH, a [eBYIIKaM HPaBATCS IPSIMOJIMHENHbIe My KUMHEI, UTaK, KaKOBO Ballle XXKeJlaHue?» —
ynbibaeTcss AKBa, MOIMUTHBasE MUIKapy.

«$1 xouy GBITH BCEMOTYIIMM, BCE3HAIOIIUM U BEe3NECYIIUM», — JIUII0 AKBEI CJIeTKa MEHSeTCs, KOoTaa
OHa CJIBIIIUT CJI0Ba MUJKapa, MoKa3biBas CBOEe 3aMelllaTeNbCTBO, AKBa ITOHUMAaeT OPOBH, TTIIAS Ha
Murnkapa.

«DTO HE MOXKeT OBITh... HEBO3MOXKHO», — F'OBOPUT AKBa, €e Cephe3H0e JINII0 CMOTPUT Ha MHUJKapa,
KaxeTcs, AKBa HEMHOT0 pa3gpaxeHa.

«Torma 51 X04y MOJYYUTh TalaHT 0€CCMEPTHOTO KyIbTUBHPOBAHUS, X0UY HUMETh BO3MOKHOCTD
KynbTuBUpOBaTh Ly 0o craguu BeccmepTHOro», — Munkap KuBaeT rOJI0BOK.

«X04elb ITOIYYUTh YTO AJIS 4ero?» — AKBa NPUIIyPUBaET I'jla3a, OHa He IOHSIa HU OOHOTO CJIOBa,
CKa3aHHOro MujIKapoM paHee, TOnyOble r1a3a AKBE CMOTPSAT MUIKapy B I'/1a3a.

«THI 4TO, He 3Haelllb, YTO TaKoe OecCMepTHAs Ky/IbTUBALIKS?» — OKEH JOTalaThCA 5, 9T YEPTOBHI
TyTIble STIOHIIEL He 3HAIOT HU4Yero, KpoMe cBoer poMaHTUuKY U NTR, — Murnkap mitoercs c
HEHaBUCTHIO U SOOM B rOJIOCeE.

Murnkap, Kak aMepuKaHell C XOPOIIKMHU BKycaMu, UMeeT OOJIbIIne KeJlaHus ObITh 6eCCMEPTHHIM U
BCEMOTYIIUM, ONHAKO ANOHCKAas KyJlIbTypa — 3TO CKOpee POMaHTHKA UJIU YTO-TO BPOLE U3MEH
MYKbSIM.

BwmecTto sToro MI/IJ'[Kap IIpeanoyuTaeT KHTaﬁCKYIO KOHIIEIIITUIO 6eCCMepTI/IH — OBITh 6eCCMepTHHM u
BCEMOT'YLIUM.

AxBa [eylaeT [Ba Iara Ha3ap, ee rjla3a HAOJIHSITCS XKaJIOCThI0, KOTAa OHa CMOTPUT Ha MuJIKapa, a
3aTeM OBICTPO uzeT 06paTHO K HEMY.

«4TO THI ,uenaemb?» — C JMI00OIBITCTBOM CIIpallnBaeT MI/IJ'IKap, Korma AkKBa HpI/I6J'II/I}KaeTC$I K HEMY.

AKBa BCTaeT Ha LBIIOYKY U TJIafUT MI/IHKapa I10 TOJIOBE C ITPUKOCHOBEHHUEM HIO6HH.I€I;I MaTepH, ee
JINIIO BEIPA2KA€ET IIOHUMaHUE U COYYBCTBHE.

«BemHsKKa, THl YMCTBEHHO OTCTAJ/IBIN, KaK U APyTHe MapHHU, KOTOPhIe TOBOPYIIM O KYJTbTHBUPOBAHUY
06eccMepTHs U O TOM, UTO OHM KYJIbTHBATOPHI 30JI0TOTO SIIPA UJIK YTO-TO B 9TOM pofe. Kakoii mo3op»,
— AKBa IIpoNKIIa HECKOJIBKO CI€3UHOK, TS Ha MunKapa Tak, Kak MaTh CMOTPUT Ha pe0OeHKa,
POIUBIIETOCS C YPOLCTBOM.



«Hro?» — IIPUITYPUTICA MI/IJ'IKap, CJIerKa CrJIOTHYB, KOT'la €r0 OXBaTHUJIO 9YyBCTBO O6I/I,'E[bI. Boruns,
HM3BECTHAs CBOEH 66CHOH63HOCTBI-O, TellepPhb XKaJjlejia €ro0 ¥ Ha3biBajla YMCTBEHHO OTCTAJIBIM.

<<1'queMy MHE TakK XOpOH.IO?» — OOHaKO MI/IJ'IKap HE YGpaJ'[ PYKY AKBHI OT TIOTJIaKUBAHUS €TI0 BOJIOC;
HaO60pOT, OH KCIIBITEIBAJI CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO YIOOBOJILCTBHUA OT HpI/IKOCHOBeHI/Iﬁ AKBEI.

<<Hy, Xe-Xe, Thl BCerga MOZK€EIIb BI:I6paTb OOYH U3 3TUX TAJIaHTOB...» — AKBa IrnepecTaeT Ir'’IafuTh
MHnKapa I10 TOJIOBE, IIPOTATHBAET PYKH, U B HUX IIOABJIAE€TCA CTOIIKA 6YMal".

I'nanos Ha CTOIIKY GYMal" C HallMCaHHBIMH Ha HUX PA3JIMYHBIMHU CHOCOGHOCTHMI/I, MI/ITIKap CJIETKa
IIPUOTKPHIBAET I'lla3ad, B HUX 3aTaUJICA HaM€EK Ha IIPEBKYIIEHUE.

«Mucc AKBa, MOTY JI¥ 51 HallicaTh CIIOCOOHOCTH, KOTOPYIO X04Y B3ATh C COO0M B APYrof MUP?» —
CMUPUBIIKCH, MunIKap KuBaeT U JyMaeT, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, He TaK YK U IIJIOXO IIEPEBOIJIOTUTHCS B
mupe «KoHOCyObI».

«A, TPUMEPHO Tak, Ia, IPX YCJIIOBHUHU, YTO TBOSI CIIOCOOHOCTE He MpefrnojaraeT BCeMOTYIeCTBa UK
Yero-To Momo0HOro», — KUBAaeT AKBa, U B IPOCTPAHCTBE Iepen MHUIKapOM IOSBISETCS YHUCTHIH JIUCT
Ofymaru ¢ KapaHaallioM.

Yneibka Munkapa ucuye3aeT, CMEHSISICh CEPbe3HBIM BhIpaKeHUEeM JIUIIa.
«BcemorymiectBo?» — mymaeT Musnkap, OBICTPO 3anuChBas Ha UCTe GyMaru.

HeckombKo MTHOBEHUY CITyCTs1 AKBa 4MTaeT Oymary, Ha KOTOpo# nucan Munkap, ee IO MPOXOAUT
yepes pa3uYHbe BHIpaXKeHUs, TI0Ka He 3aKaHYMBAETCs ClleTKa HaXMypPeHHBIMU OPOBSIMHU.

«beccMepTHas KynbTUBaLMg? IDTO 3HAYHUT... 30JI0TOE AAPO? 3apOXKAamIasics Ayla? — 3BY4uT
3a0aBHO. ITO UCHoNIb3yeT LIy BOKpyT Tebsi, YTOOBI yCOBEPIIEHCTBOBATh €€ B TBOEM TeJle, H... THl
xoyelrs KoHCcTuTyuio HebecHoro [IpakoHa u Teno YucTtoro AH?» — AKBa efjBa MOHUMAET, YTO
Hamucan Munkap Ha 6ymare, HO, CTPEMSICh IPOABUHYTD AEJI0 Jasibllle, 3Has, YTO ellle MHOTO AYII
XKMOyT, AKBa KMBAeT, TyMasi, UTO 3Ta CIIOCOOHOCTh He CIIUIITKOM MOIIHAs.
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