I'maBa 56; Mepnus llloy oTMeueH

"Het!" — cepmuTo 3apeBen MeraTpoH U MPOTSHYJT PYKY, YTOOB OCTaHOBUTH €T0.

Ho, oueBumHo, OBIJIO CIIMIITIKOM IIO3O0HO. OrHeHHHIN UCTOYHUK OBIII BREITAIIIEH HUTHIO IIayKa U IIPOIIeJI
MHUMO HeEero.

"Bax!" [Tay4bsi HUTh OTCKOYMIIa Ha3al, ¥ MepJuH B BO3IyXe BOCIIOIH30BaJICS CUTYallMeN U 0OHST
PIOK3aK B CBOMX pyKax.

OH OTKpHLI MOJIHUIO U 3aTJITHYJ BHYTPh, XU B30PY OTKPHIICS TEMHO-CUHUM SHEPreTU4eCcKuil Ky0
Py6uka.

CnepoBasimuii 3a HuM CTapK CTpaHHO ITIOCMOTPETI Ha MepnuHa, ¥ ero B3TJIAL 3afepKajcs Ha ero
TPYAU.

"Ha uT0 THI cMOTpHULIb?" CIOBHO [TIOYYBCTBOBAB HEPA3yMHBIU B3TJISA APYIOTr0 YejloBeKa, MepnuH
Hafes PIOK3aK Ha CIUHY U 00epHYJICS, YTOOBl TOCMOTPETH Ha HETO.

"ThI mOJIKeH 3HaTh, Ha YTO s cMOTpIo! A He oxupas, yto YenoBek-nayk, KUBYLIUNU B Jumj-Cuty,
Oymelib UMEHHO THI".

"Bce mymaroT, 4TO YesnoBeK-ayK — 3TO KEHIIWHA-repoii, HO Ha CaMOM feJie... My>K4MHa,
IIePeOoeThIN B KEHIUHY... HEYAUBUTEJIbHO, YTO HUKTO HE COMHEBAETCS B TBOEU JIMYHOCTHU".

"Brl, MOIObIE JIFOOY, BCE ellle 3HaeTe, Kak urpaTs’, — ykKasan CTapk Ha MayTUHHBIM [TyCKaTesIb Ha
3ansacTbe MepivHa U I10XKaoBacs.

"TIpddT!" HaTara BHe3anHO He CMOTJIa CepXKaTh CMEX.

Ero nuiio moTeMHeso, ¥ OH Hayas 00bsICHSTh: "IloXKanyicTa, Kak MOe TeJI0 MOXKeT BhIAEPKATh TaKue
WHTEHCUBHBIE OBUKEHUI?"

"MHe ero mogapuin YenoBek-layk. Y HaC C HEW XOPOIIKXe OTHOLIEHU ",

MepHI/IH He OyMaJll, 94TO €ro MaJIeHbKO€ TEeJIbII€ CMO2KET CIIPBEITHYTL CO 30aHUA, KaK I'BeH, u
BBEIITYCTUTH IIQAYTUHY, YTOORI CTa6I/IJ'II/I3I/IpOBaTB CBO€ TeJIO U ITPOOO0JIZKATh PACKAYUBATHCA.

"9T0 mpaBpa..." CTapk momHsI 6PoBH, HO MepiIuH, BO3MOXKHO, BCE CKPHII.



"MeraTpoH ¥ Opyrue UgyT 3a HUMH, oToponuck!" B 3To Bpems bam6106u Ha 3emiie moMaxal pyKoOu u
3akpuyain. B kakoi-To MoMeHT CTapCKpUM, CpaXKaBIIMICS C HUM, TPaHCHOPMUPOBAJICI B
uctpebutens F22 "Pantop" u B3neren B HEDO.

"ICTOYHUK OTHS — B pyKax ApCU U 9TOr0 4eJIoBeKa, ToMManTe ux!" MeraTpoH pa3opBall TIXKeJo
paHeHoro [IxKa3a Ha 4aCTH, a 3aTeM IOANPHITHYT B BO3AyX, MTHOBEHHO ITPEBPATUBILIKCH B OTPOMHBIN
YepHBIM cabepTPOHCKUHM PeaKTUBHBIN UCTpebuTenb. OH IOMYaJICsS B CTOPOHY MepuHa U OCTaTbHBIX
B BO31yXe.

"4 octanosmio ux!" [IBoe npecnenyeMeix CTapKOM AECENITUKOHOB BHITJISIIEIN TOPKECTBEHHO U
OBICTPO 3aKPBIIM CBOU MacKH. [Tocyie 3TOTO OHM IIPEBPATUIIUCE B OEJIBIN CBET U OPOCUIUCH K
MeraTpoHYy ¥ OCTaJIbHBIM.

"Voupaiics, Oykamka!" I'nsiga Ha mpubnuxarouierocs 2Kene3Horo yejgoBeka, MeraTpoH
IPE3PUTETHbHO (DBIPKHYII ¥ BRITYCTHI 9HEPTETUUECKYIO MYIIKY.

"Bax!" CTapk JIOBKO YBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY, 3aTE€M Ha €ro Ijiedye BO3HUK IIYCKOBOU IIOPT, U IIOTOK
MUKpPOpaKeT BEIPBAJICA HapyXy, KaK IIBETHL.

"Bax-0ax-0ax!!!" OgHaKo mocye Toro, Kak 3TH PakKeTHl Iomajayd B MeraTpoHa, OHM B30PBaJIMCh, KaK
TIeTapbl, BBI3BAB JIUIIb UCKPH U He TPUYMHUB HUKAKOTO yiepoa.

"Vrc!" OrpoMHBbI KOPIyC KUOEPTPOHCKOTO HCTPeOUTe s TpopPBajicsd CKBO3b Cliabblii AbIM. [laxke He
B3rNIsIHYB Ha CTapKa, OH IIOTHAJICS MPSMO B CTOPOHY MepnuHa u Apcu.

OH 6ecnioMoIIHO MOCMOTpeN Ha MeraTpoHa Baaneke. [locneqHue TPOTUBHUKY OBITM HEMHOTO HE B
cebe. He roBops yxe o ero gsne, 2KenmesnoM Brnafbike, Buepa. Ecnu 6v1 He MepruH, ero Obl yxke He
OBLI10.

Cel"OJIHH XOpOI.HI/IfI OEHb, 4 JaXKe He MOT'Y HaHECTHU HUKAKOI'O0 YPOHa.

"Oyx!" MepnuH BHE3aAMHO TOBEPHYJI PyJib CBOETO MOTOIMKIIA, YTOOB YBEPHYTHCS, U S9HEPreTHYeCKas
6om0ba IpoCBUCTENIa MUMO HETO.

B T0 ke BPEMs Padap Ha rojioBe JTJOKOMOTHBA BHE3AITHO 3a3By4Yall CUTHAJIOM TPEBOT'W U BEICTPEIIUAIL
JIa3€PHBIMU JIy4YaMH.

"Bax-0ax-0ax!!!" ITom ma3epHBIM Ty40M HECKOJILKO HAIleJIEHHBIX PaKeT OBbII ITepexXBadeHbl ’



B30OpPBAJIKCh B BO3OyXeE.

OrpoMHOe MeTaJIuYeckoe Tejao MeraTpoHa OBIJIO IT0X0XkKe Ha OrPOMHOT0 COKoJia. Korma oH
npubnuxarncs Bce 6iuxke, 1 MepnuH, 1 HaTallla MOTIM MOYyBCTBOBATh AaBJIeHNE TUTaHTa.

I[Tocrne Toro kak CTapCKpUM BHITYCTHUII PAKETY, OH cpa3mics co CTapKoM.

"MepnuH, ecnu Tak OyfeT IPOOoJIKAaTLCS, TO HAaC B KOHIIe KOHI[OB IOTOHAT. B Bo3yxe y HAaC HET
npeuMyInecTBa"”, — Harallla ornsHynach Ha MeraTpoHa, KOTOPHIM OBICTPO MpUOIMKaAICS C3afu, U
CKa3ajla TOpKEeCTBEHHBIM TOHOM.

Ee HaMepeHue OBIJIO OUEBUIHBIM: OTIIPABUTHCS Ha 3€MITI0 ¥ BOCIIOIh30BAThCSI MHOTOYKMCIIEHHBIMU
3TaHUSIMH.

HecmoTpst Ha Mogudukanuu Apcu, el Bce ellle He XBaTaeT CKOPOCTH, YTOOBI ITPOTUBOCTOSITh
Meratpony. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HEe TaK-TO IIPOCTO YPABHATH PA3HUIY MEXKIY OTHEM ¥ TEXHOJIOTHUSIMHU.

MepnuH 6pocuy B3TJISAA Ha MpUOIHKaOIIuecs ucTpedbutenu MeraTpoHa c3afiy, 3aTeM Ha XaOTUIHYIO
TOJITY SIIIEPOB Ha YJIHUIle BHU3Y.

MeratpoH B Hebe, HO KOTHa OH JOCTUTHET 3eMJTH, TaM OyyT OECKOHEUHbIE AIEPH] U NEeCENTUKOHI-
TPaHC(POPMEDEI.

B ato Bpems Ontumyc [Ipaiim u ero rpynna TpaHC(GOPMEPOB BHE3AIIHO IOSBUINCH BHU3Y. OH
B3[OXHYJI C 00/Ier4YeHreM U IPUHS PelleHue.

"Jloxuce!" — npukasan MepnuH, 1 Apcu HallpaBUIaCh IPSIMO K TOPOAY.

Ha T0, 4TOGHI GBITH TOMMAHHEIM B BO3OyXe, YUIET BCETO JIKIIL HEMHOTO BDEMEHHU, HO KaK TOJIBbKO ThI
mo6Geperbes g0 3eMIIH, IEPEMEHHBIX CTAHOBUTCS OOJIbIIIE.

"Bax!" Apcu cnerka BCTPSAAXHYJIaCh, U 3aTe€M ABYyM LIMHAMU YBEPEHHO IIPU3EMJIUIIach Ha YJIULE.

Hararmra 3aBuciia B BO3IyXe, YTOOH 3aIUTHTL MepirHa.

B TOoT MOMEHT, Kora MepiuH IPU3eMIIUIICS, SIIePOJIIoNY, e IINe M0 YIullaM 1 B30upaoumecs Ha
3[aHUS, TOXKE YBUIEH €ro.

"3710... Mepnus Csao!"



"Mepnun Hloy!!!"

“ToT mapeHb 13 3agaHusd?"

"9T0 oH! He omubemnibcsi. Y HEro CHIBOPOTKA B pyKe. EMy Hemnb3s1 M03BOIUTh J00paThcs oo GarmHu!"

"PsaB!" fmepouenoBek, KapaOKaIIKUKCS 10 3laHKI0, KaK 00e3bsHa, BHE3AIIHO ITI0OCMOTPEIT Ha He0o u
B3PEBeJI.

HemepnmeHHo, KakK 110 IEMTHOM peaKLU#, PEB CTall pacIpoCTPaHATLECS. Bo Bcex 3maHUsAX M Ha BCeX
yIHIIax SIeposiofu CMOTpeNnu Ha He6o u peBenu. OOUH 3a IPYTUM, [TOKa BCS yIKIla He 3al0JTHUIIACH
KpPHKaMHU SIIIEPOTIONEH.

"Yppa-a-a!!l"

[(Braumanue! Yenosek MepnuH Illoy oTMe4YeH HOBEIM 4YeJIOBEUYECKUM JlarepeM![]

Ha pexnmaMHBIX ITUTAX ¥ PA3IMYHOM KOMMYHHUKAIIMOHHOM 000PYIOBAaHUY CIleHa Cpa3y ke Oblla
IIOKa3aHa B IPAMOM 3dupe.

"3-3..." MepnuH yCMEXHYJICS, I0YYBCTBOBAB IJIOTHHIM XOJION U arpeCCUBHEBIE B3TJISObI BOKPYT HETO.

[Tapel 3e7€HBIX OTOHBKOB I'yCTO HAOMINUCH Ha TYCKJIBIX yNIUIAX, & OUKUY U TJIyX0U peB OBUI TOXO0XK Ha
packaTHl IPUTIIYIIEHHOT 0 I'POMa.

Bormen B 10T0BO AIIEPOB.

Tenn HakpeIu He00. B Hebe MeraTpoH TakXKe TpaHC(HOPMUPOBAJICS B UeJI0BeUYECKYI0 (hopMy U
CTPEMUTEJIBHO IIafial K HeMY, CJIOBHO METEOPUT. Ero orpoMHoe Teso, Ka3auoch, pa3fgaBuT ero.

"Oro! 9to Becemno!" I'nsAAsa Ha OKPYKaBILIKX €ro SALIEePOJIIofel, KOTOPEle BOT-BOT Pa30pBYT €Tr0 Ha
YacTH, ¥ MeraTpoHa HaJ HUM, er0 3pauyky Hadajld COKpAIlaThCs IO BIUSHUEM KpalHero
BO30yKIEHHUS, a afpeHauH B ero Tejie 3a0ypIuIl.

"Bxuk!!" Apcu, KaxeTcs, I04yBCTBOBasla HacCTpoeHue MepiuHa. [[BUraTes BHYTPU Hee 3apeBed], a
3a[iHNe KoJjieca 3allleBe/ININCh Ha MecCTe.

TeHb OBICTPO PACHUIMPSIIACh, ¥ OKPYXKAIOIIUE SIIePOJTIONN MOTJIH HaKe OIIYTUTh CBUCT BO3MYIIHBIX
IIOTOKOB.



"Kombe!" Bo BpeMs BCIIEIIIKY MOJIHUY IIepefHee K0JIecOo ApCU BHE3allHO HaKJIOHUJIOCh BBEPX U,
CJIOBHO CTpeJia, COPBaBIIAsACS C TETUBHI, IPEBPATUIIOCh B KPACHAIM (paHTOM U BHE3AIMTHO BEICKOUMIIO!

"Babax!" MaccuBHOe Teno MeraTpoHa yIajio Ha yIully, ¥ TBephas lieMeHTHas [opora Iof ero
HOTaMM pa3JieTelach Bapebe3ru!

Apcu yxke oTBe3nia MepiuHa K I'pymie SIeposogen.

Paccrosuue MeXOy HUMHU CTaHOBHUIJIOChE BC€ MEHBIIIE U MEHBIIE, XU OJUH AIIEePOY€e/IOBEK, HAKOHEeI, HE
BBIJEP2KAJI, JIET Ha 3€eMJII0 U PBAHYJICA BIIEPE.
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