O¥p C TPEBOTOM 0XKHUOAJ Iepel KOPOJIEeBCKUMHU ITOKOSIMUA BMECTe C HECKOJIbLKUMHU CTPazKHUKAMH,
YUHOBHUKAMHU ¥ 071arOpPONHBIMU OpakoHaMu. OH He pelajics BOMTH B KOMHATY C TeX I0p, Kak
OTKPBIIT ABEPD, HO CIIBIIIAN CTOHH Aprofa u OBEeJIUHHI.

YecTHO TOBOPSI, OH HE 0XKMIAJ, YTO AProj He TONBbKO IOMPOCUT er0 06yYCTPOUTL TPEHUPOBOYHYIO
TIJIOIAKY, HO U CHeIaeT 3TO BMECTe C DBEeMHOM MoCie CBOeTo Mpo0yXKaeHus. ITO OblIa XOpouIast
HOBOCTb IS APAKOHBETO MJIEMEHH, HO TIOUYEeMY-TO OH BCe ellle OecroKomics 06 Aproge. DUpoH 3Hall,
yTO Aprop Bcerma GBI XOJIOJEH KO BCeM KeHIMHAM, U €0 OeCIIOKOUIIO, YOOBIETBOPUT I Apropa
3TOT IIEePBHIH OIBIT ¥ 3aCTABUT JIU OH €T0 3aX0TETh TOBTOPUTH €TI0, MIIH K€ OH OTKaXKeTCS
IIPUKACAThCS K XKEHIIUHAM, KaK PaHbIIIE.

— OWpOH, epecTaHb Tak XoOuTh. [loyeMy Thl TaK GECIIOKOUIILCS 0 KOPOJie? — cKa3all replor
Kaccuyc, onuH 13 671aropofHbIX JPaKOHOB.

9pr0H OCTAaHOBHIJICA, HO €T0 JINIIO OCTAaBaJIOCh HEBO3MYTUMEIM.

— Ero Benn4ecTBO TOMBKO 4YTO IIPOCHYIJICsA, KOHEYHO, g BOJTHYIOCE, — OTBETHUIJI OH.

— OH CcUNTbHENIINH KOPOIh IPAKOHOB. BeCIoKouTLCS 0 HeEM 6€CCMEBICTIEHHO, — ITOBTOPUJI TEPIIOT
Kaccuyc.

— 41 3Ha1w, HO... — cJI0Ba Jupa npepBanuchk. OH He MOT CKa3aTh, 4YTO AProf noTepsy CBOK CUILY
TI0CJIe CTOJIb JOJITOTO CHA, I03TOMY HCIIOIb30Ball APyTroe onpaBgaHue.

— Bboioce, 0H He YOOBJIETBOPUTCSA CBOMM II€PBEIM OIIBITOM.

I pyroit GBOPSHUH B3IOXHYIL.

— Bor mouyemy s Bcerma roBopio eMy, 4ToOBI OH B35I7T cebe elrle ogHy OYOYIIYIO XKeHYy, KpoMe
OBenuHEL. KOpomio qpakoHOB HY2KHO HECKOJIBKO JKeH, YTOOH yIOBIeTBOPUTh ero. OCO6eHHO KoTaa
HACTyTaeT monHonyHue. OH MOXKET 3aHUMAThCSI CEKCOM BCI0 HOYb 0€3 OCTAHOBKH, U HU OJHA
JKEHIIMHA C HUM He CIIPABUTCS, — CKa3aJl KaHIyep AsjaH.

— Y KOpog CBOU MBICIUA. MBI He MOXeM ero NpuHyKaaTh, — CKa3as Jup.

— Hy Huuero, no KpanHeu Mepe, 3T0 Xopollee Havyano gid Ero BenudyecTsa, — mOBTOPHUI KaHIJIED
AnnaH.

[Tpomino HeCKOIbKO MUHYT, ¥ OHU ITOYYBCTBOBAH, UTO KAaIu CIUIKoM foinro. [epror Kaccuyc
JKeCTOM BeJiesl OUpy NPOBEPUTh.

— A ut0, ecnu Ero BenmuecTBo ele He 3aKOHYHI? — 00eCIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCHIT JUP.



— Tebe IIPOCTO HYZKHO ITPOBEPHUTE 3TO U3daJIeKa, — OTBETHII TePIor Kaccuyc.

— Xopo1o... — JUp TAKEJO0 B3OOXHYJI, KOTla ero pyka Me[jIeHHO OTKphUla epen HUM OBEPb.
Y6enuBIIKCDH, UTO OT HUX HE MOHOCUTCS HU €UHOTO CTOHA, OH Hayasl MeJIEHHO BXOJUTh BHYTPb.

— Diip, 4TO THI TaM fAeflaels? Bxomu, — cKasam s, HaXMyPHUBIIUCH OT CMYIIIEHUS, KOTAa YBUOEII, YTO
OUp KpapeTcs, Kak BOp. DBeJIMHA YKe IIPUBeJia B IIOPSIAOK CBOIO OMEXKIYy U IIOMOTJIa MHE 00/TaUuThCS
B hopmy. Most popMma Obiia moxoxka Ha hopMy IUpOHa, HO ee OTIMYall KUJIET, 3aKPHIBAIOIIHAN
py0allky, ¥ BMeCTO rajicTyka — IIJIaTOK ¢ 9MOJIeMOoii 30710TO}M KOPOHHI Ha Iee. [laxke ¢ MOUM
IOJIMHHBIM XBOCTOM OBEJIMHA MOTJIa JIETKO OfETh MEHS, Bedb BCS ofiexkaa Mirukcapa Oblsia CIITUTa U3
Maru4eckKux HUTEH.

Oiip yOuBIEHHO BCKPUKHYJI U HEJIOBKO YJIBIOHYIICS.

— IIpoctute, Bame BenndecTBo. { gymari, BE ellle He 3aKOHYUIIU.

YcnpimaB 9To, 5 3aXUXUKal. DBeJliHa CMYIIeHHO OITyCTHIIa IooBy. S HeGpexkHo 0OHST ee 3a Taluio
U IIPUTSHYT K cebe.

— Te1 cnpirana? OHYU yKe 3HAKT, YTO Tl MOSI, — IIOAAPA3HUII 4.

JBenuHa CMYIIIEHHO KUBHYJIA T‘OHOBOfI, BCIIOMHUB, 4YTO MEI CAeJlalin.

— Bce roroBo, Baime BennyecTBo, — mpoinenTtana OHa.

bl OTIIyCTHII €€. Ona OTCTpaHuUJIaCh OT MEHA.

— Cmacubo.

OHa IpoTsIHyJIa OPOXKallyio PYKYy K 60Ky, 4TOOH! B35ITh CBOM 1ocoxX. Ho oHa cnuiikoM HepBHUYAIIA, €€
pyKa COCKOJIb3HYJIa U BHIOUTIA €r0 BIEpE.

[TockobKy JBeIMHA IOTepsiaa KOHIIEHTPAIIUIO, II0COX IMOTEPSIT PABHOBECHE U YYTh He ymai. f
OBICTPO ITOMMa ero.

— Bynb ocTOpoXHA. ITOT KpUCTaJI — COKPOBHUIIE IIJIEMEHU LieNIuTesied, BepHO? — f BEpHYII II0COX
OBeJIMHE.

Ona HEPBHO B3sJIa €T0.

— Cnacubo, — ee pa3yM Bce elrle OB IYCT OT TOTO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO ITPOU3OIILIO.



Oiip B3MOXHYT ¢ o6yeryenureM. [1o 3TOMy BUy OH JOTafaliCs, UTO Bce UAET X0poiro. OH IPOYUCTHIT
TOPJIO ¥ TTOKJIOHUIICS.

— Bame BenuuyecTBo, 1 TOATOTOBUII, YTO BBl ITPOCUIIH.

4 noBepHYyICA K OUpy.

— Oy4eHb XOPOLIO, — 3aTeM s IIePeBel B3I Ha DBEIUHY.

— 4 3Har0, 4YTO THI yCTajla, HO HE MOTI'JIa OBI THI COIIPOBOXKOATh MEHA CETOOHA Ha TpeHI/IpOBKe? — Ecnu
YTO-TO IIOUAET HE TakK, MHE HYXKHO 6]31)'[0, YTOOBI OHA MEHS BBIJICYHIIA.

OHa y7nBEIOHYTIaCh ¥ OTBETHTIA:

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.

MBI HaITpaBUIIMCh K BRIXOMY, ¥ JUp, OIYCTUB TOJIOBY, OTKPHII ABEPE. KOorma MbI BHIIIIM U3 KOMHATHI,
CTPaXXKHUKU U 6/1aropoHble APaKOHb MPEKJIOHUIN KOJIEHH, IIPUBETCTBYS MEHS:

— Jla 3gpaBCTBYeT KOpoyb Aprog!

Mou maru 0CTaHOBUIIMCDH, U MEHS OXBaTH/a HEIOBKOCTh. Ha 9TOT pa3 mepemo MHOU IMPEKIOHUIN
KOJIEHU He OJIMH-IBa YeJI0oBeKa, a 0oJiee IBaAIlaTH: CTPAXKHUKYU B UEPHBIX [I0CIIeXaX, YNHOBHUKY B
TaKoM ke popMe, Kak y J¥pa, u ABOpPsHe B popMe, momoOHOU Moeit. OTIUYUTEIEHON YepTOH OB
cepeOpsiHbINA gpakoHuM repbd [IpakoHKUCA Ha UX IJIaTKe.

<<XOpOI_T_IO... Yrto MHe TEIIepPb JIeJ'IaTB?» A momeITancs BCIIOMHUTD, Kak ﬂeﬁCTBOBaH Apl"OJI, 1 Cpa3y Xke
IIOJIy4HIJI OTBET. N3zgiao B3MaXHYB pYKOIZ, S IIPUKa3all UM BCTATk. Onu KWBHYJIN U IIOOHAJINCE.

— Cmacu60, 9TO [OXKIaIUCh MEHS ¥ IIOMOTJIH 1T03a00THUThCS O [IpakOHKUCE, — CKalasl s
oduIlaabHbIM, BIACTHLIM T'OJIOCOM.

— C GompImuM yIOBOIbCTBUEM, Balle BenuuecTBo, — OTBETUIU OHM. MIX T71a3a OpozKaiau OT BOTHEHUS
¥ PagoCTH.

4 3Ham, 4TO B UX roJ0Bax KPYTUTCA MHOZKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, HO IIPEXKOE 4YeM OHHU YCIIEJIX IIOOAaTh
T'OJIOC, 4 3arOBOPHUIJI CHOBA:

— 4 TONBKO YTO MPOCHYJICS U XOTEJI MOMAIIIaTh CBEXKUM BO3IYXOM. PacCTynuTech nmepemo MHOM, —
CKasasl s TeM ke opHUIIHaIbHEIM TOHOM. HacKomIbKO s MOMHMII, APproJ HUKOTOa He o0parancs K
JIIOASIM C MOTb0AMU, TAKUMHU KaK «I10XKaJTyHCTa, TOMOTUTE», He UCII0Ib30BaJl pyraTeibHbIE CJI0Ba,
KakK 5, ¥ pefIKo IIPOCHUJI IIpolileHusi. Bce, 4TO OH rOBOPHUJI, — 3TO IPHUKAa3kl ¥ TpeOOBaHUS.



YcnmiiaB Mou CJ10Ba, OHU IIPOTJIOTHUIIX CBOX BOIIPOCHI X OTOIIIIX B CTOPOHY, OCBO60}KJIaH MHE IIYThb.

— Cnacu6o0. {1 opranu3yio Hallly BCTpedy, KOrfa MHe CTaHeT JIy4lle, — cKasall 4.

Onu cHOBa OITYCTHIIX T'OJIOBBEI U YJ'IBIGHYJ'II/ICB, IIOCKOJIBKY OJIfd HUX 3TO OnlTa XOpoilad HOBOCTE. KOpOHB
HpO6YJII/IJIC5{ 1 3alIMETCS BCEMU STHMU [eJIaMU.

— IIa, Bame BennuecTBO, — OTBETHUIIN OHHU.

4 cnerka KMBHYJI ¥ IIPOIIE MUMO HUX BMECTE C IUPOM U DBEJIUHOM.

¢ OKMHYT B3T/ISIOOM POCKOIIHEIE KpacHEIe KOPUIOPH! ABopiia barposoro [Tnamenu. Crnyru u
CTPaXXKHUKHU CKJIOHSIIH TOJIOBEI, KOTIA 5 ITPOXOAUII MUMO HUX.

«IIpoknsaTee! Bot Tebe u Koposb!» IT0 OBIIO TAaK HEJIOBKO OIS MEHS, HO S IIOCTapasiCs MPUBHIKHYTE K
3TOMY.

¢ CBepHYT B CTOPOHY, IIPOXO/IS IT0 OTKPEITOMY KOPHUIOPY, B KOTOPOM OTYETJIMBO BUAHEIOCH HEOO
Hrukcapa. Mowu Imaru 0CTaHOBUJIUCS, TJIa3a PACIIMPUIIACH, @ YEJIIOCTh OTBUCHIA OT YOUBIEHUS.
BMecTo SIpKO CBETSIEr0 CONIHIIA TYCKJIO CHSITH [IBa ConHIa. OMHO U3 HUX OBITIO KPACHBIM, a IPyroe —
ronyOeiM. FIX CBET COequHSIICS U co3[aBai HexkHO-(proaeToBoe HeOO0 ¢ OeNbIMU 00IaKaMu.

«3JTO YIUBUTEIILHO...» & OTOIIEJ B CTOPOHY U IIEPEBET B3I Ha PACKUHYBIIUNCS BHU3Y T'OPOL.

IIBopen barpoBoro [TnaMeHu HaxOOUICS B IleHTPe CToNMuilkl Mmnepuu [IpakoHuC, ropoae [IpakoHun
KpecT. 310 OBl BRICOKHKI 1IECTUYTOIBHAIN IBOPEL], B KOTOPOM Iipeo0iafa KpacHHIH 1IBET, a Ha
caMO¥ BBICOKOM OalllHe KpacoBaJICs KPaCHBIM KPUCTAJIJ, CUSIONINY KaK OroOHb. BOKpyT mBOplia
pacrojarajauch TUIUYHLIE CPEIHEBEKOBEIE 3MaHUS C KPACHRIMYU KpHIIaMu. ['opo GBI 3alLIUIeH
MOIIIHOM CTEHOM, YTOORI TPEeIOTBPATUTh HallafleHue MOHCTPOB U IPYTUX IJIeMeH. YeTBepo IIaBHAIX
BOPOT PacIiojiarajuch B YeThIPeX OCHOBHAIX HaAIllpaB/IEHUSX, @ Ha I0Te Yepe3 IPOJIUB OBl IEPEKUHYT
60mbI110M MOCT. BOKPYT CTEH BO3BHIIIAIACH CTOPOXKEBLIE OAIIHU C HEOOIBIIMMHI MaruieCcKiuMu
KPHUCTaJJaM¥, KOTOPbIe CITyKUJIM 3aIUTOMN OIS TOPONCKOM OallIHMU.

BHyTpH ropopa s yBUOEN CIIeHB], KOTOPhIE, KaK MHE Ka3aJ0Ch, CYyIIEeCTBYIOT TOIbKO B UT'PaxX UIIH
(G3HTEe3UNHBIX KHUTaX. ['0poyi OBIT HAMOTHEH CYIEeCTBaMy C OCTPHIMU yIlIaMU, KakK y MeHS, C
Pa3TUYHBIMU XBOCTAaMH ¥ CTPAHHEIMU yiamu. OHU OBITH HE TOJIBKO Ha AOPOTe, HO U B Hebe, TaK Kak
Yy HEKOTOPHBIX U3 HUX OBITIM KPBUIbsS. B peke s yBUeNI HECKOJILKO PyCajloK, KOTOPBIe CHIeNH Ha
JIOJKAX, TOX0XKHUX Ha POCKOIIHLIE TIJIOTH, TIeJIN ¥ UT'PAjId HAa CTPAHHBIX MY3bIKaJIbHEIX HHCTPYMEHTAX,
IIOXO0KMX Ha apdrl. [Ipyrue cyulecTBa HabIogamy 3a HUMH U allJIONAPOBAJIH.

<<Hey}KeHI/I s cItio?» 91 3Hai, 4To He CIIII0, Bedb S TOXKe OBIIT OOHUM M3 3TUX CTPAHHEBEIX CYIIECTB.

— Barre BennyecTBo, 4TO-TO He TaK? — CIPOCUJI DU B 3aMellaTeIbCTBeE.



¢ moBepHYJICS K HEMY ¥ BEPHYJT HOPMaJIbHOE BEIPaXKeHUE JIHIIa.

— Hwuuero. [TougemTte, — cKa3asl s U IPOAOJIZKUII CBOU MYTh.
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