HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO Ha yJIMIle CBETHJIO COJIHIIE, B KOMHATE II0-IIPE2KHEMY OCTaBaJIOCh TEMHO. ,prT
rnepen opyroM Cuaeiivd OBe KEeHIITWHHI. BHe3zamnHo TUIIMHY MEXXIY HUMHU HAaPYIIUI TUXUH TOJIOC.

— Ox... ¥ Mmoero mMyxa, 3T0ro yOmnogKa, CHOBa pOMaH C TOPHUYHOM.

2KeHIMHA CpeOHUX JIeT B LUISAIKE C SPKOU Byasblo JoCTasla U3 CyMKHU OeJblii HOCOBOM ItaToK. OHa
TIIOfHECTIa ero K JIUIY, BEICMOPKasach ¥ IOCMOTpesia Ha CO0eCenHULy.

— Jltonu BpsiA U IOMMYT, KaKOW OH Ha caMoM feJie. [I711 BCeX OH U3BECTHBIY YUEHHIHM, KOTOPOTO
00T U yBaXKaloT BO BCEM MUpe. MHe HUKTO He IIOBEPUT, Aa? XOTSA Ha CaMOM fiejie OH YPOXJIUBHIM
U3BPaAllEHHBIN ceKcyanbHbEIN haHaTUK. Bce 00MaHyTH UM... Ax! CKOJIBKO pa3 3TO yKe IIOBTOPSIOCE...

ZKeHIIIMHA HAIIPOTUB HE MOTJIa CaepXkKaTh CJIe3.

— Kak MHe Teneps XKuTh? YTO MHE [elaTh C MOMMHU AETbMHU, KOTOPHE HUUEr0 He 3HAKT?

BennagoHHa HETOABUIKHO, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO COIIIa C KAPTHHEI, CUleNia Ha CTyJle U CMOTpesia Ha ee
cne3nl. Co CTOPOHBI MOT'JIO TTOKA3aThCsl, YTO OHA, YCTPEMMB B3TJISAA B II0J, TJIYOOKO 3agyMaiach 1
TIOJTHOCTBIO ITOTPY3HUIach BHYTPh ce0si. BhIIO oIyleHre, YTO OHa HAaXOOUTCS COBCEM B IPYTOM MUDE,
HeXKeIr XKeHIMHA, KOTopas CTos/Ia cerdac Iepeq Hell.

— ...Csaras? — cHoBa oOpatunach K bennagorHe maMa, HaKOHeIT IIOJTHOCThIO BEITEPEB ciie3kl. OHa
CMOTpeJia Ha He€ CBOMMHU ITeYalIbHBIMU TJIa3aMU, IIPOAOJIKAs KOMKATh B pyKax Oesiblii HOCOBOM
IJIATOK.

[Tocne HECKONIBKUX CEKYHM MOTYaHus bennagoHHa HaKOHEI] IIOCMOTpela Ha XKeHumHy. OHa
MeIJIeHHO MPUIIOHSIIA YTONKY PTa U IOCMOTpea Ha COOECeqHUILY C OCIIENMUTENIEHO KPAaCUBOM
YIIBIOKOM.

— Ax! — nu110 TOM 03apPUIOCh CBETOM, CTOUJIO TOIHKO BCTPETUTHCS CO B3rnsagoM benmamonubl. OHa
IIOJHSIJIa PYKHY U TIpUKaJja UX K rybaM, CJIOBHO YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPHIHM TOJIBKO YTO 0CO3HAJ HEUTO
BaxkHoOe.

— 4 noHsAna! — BOCKIUKHYya OHa. — BEl UMeeTe B BUAY, 4TO S MOTY BCE chenaTh cama? Ho g Takou
cnabblii YesloBeK... — I0CJie HeJOoIroro MojiYaHus OHa CHOBA Hadajla TOBOPHUTH, 3auHasACch. — Hert!
To, 4TO cKa3ana CBSTas - IpaBfa... JIydille XKUTb OHOM, Y4eM C TaKUM HUKYEMHHIM MyxkeM. HeT, y
MeHs [IBOe fieTel, TaK 4To S He ofHa! 4 Xxouy BepHYThCS U Cpa3y XKe [ofaTh Ha pa3son! U g
cobupalock cKa3aTh eMy 3T0 B nutio! f Gonblie He 6yny gesaTh HUYEro, YTO BPETUT MOeH
penyrtauuu!

BCKOpe XKEeHIIMMHa BOBCE IlepecTalla IIJTaKaTh ¥ BCTaJla CO CBOETO MeCTa.

— Bnaropapio Bac, CaTas! Brl, Kak BCerga, fapure MHeE IIPOCBeTIeHue!



Ona HM3KO MOKJIOHUIACh bennamoHHe, KOTOpas BCE TakK Xke MoJda ynBIﬁaHaCB. Hepex[ TEM KdK
MEJIEHHO PAa3BEPHYTLHCA M IIOKMHYTH UCIIOBEOAIBHIO, OHaA €Ille Pa3 B3rJIAHYJIa Ha Hee O1eCTAIIUMU
OT CJIE€3 I'/Ta3aMHU U IIPON3HECIIa.

— Yro X, 51, noxanyu, nouny, Cearas. {1 HamepeHa MOJIHOCTHIO PA30pBaTh BCE CBSA3U C 3TUM
YepPTOBBEIM YOIIIOMKOM, KOTOPOTO Haxke My>KeM Ha3bIBaTh IPOTHUBHO!

[Tocrne TOro Kak KeHIMHA ITOCeTHUIa 3Ty KOMHATY, OHA CTajla BHITISAETh 00Jiee OTIOXHYBILIEH U
paccnabieHHON. ITOT 00JIUK CUIIBHO OTJIMYAJICS OT TOTO, KAKMM OH OBIJI, KOTa OHa TOJIKO IIPHUIIIa
ciofa. EnmBa oHa OTKpHIIA TSXKENYI0 OBEPh UCIIOBEJATbHY, TIOOH, JIULIA KOTOPHIX OBITA CKPBITHI
OOIBIIMMH ILIJISTIAMU, BEICTPOUIIUCH TTEPeN Hel B 0Yepeb.

OHY ITOCMOTPENTH Ha XKEHITUHY C HETTPOHUIIAEMBEIM BEIPDAXKEHUEM JIUIIA, OYITO UCIILITHIBAIYM 3aBUCTS.
OpHako OBICTPO CIIPABUIIKCH C COOOM U OTKAIIJISIIUCH.

Cnenytomuii B ouepeny, KPyIHEIM MyKYKWHA, IIOCIIEITHO OTKPHUT ABePh U Bomésn. OH OB 0O4eHb
B3BOJIHOBaH, II03TOMY, He yCIIEB laXKe CeCTh Ha CTyJI HAaIpPOTUB bemagoHHE, OTKPHII POT U
3aKpuyarl.

— Csaras! [loxanylcTa, BEICIyIIaiTe MeHs! f Tak pacCTPOEH, YTO 3TO CBOAUT MEHS C yma!

B cnepnytommee MrHOBeHE KOMHATa HAIIOJIHUJIACH ellle OJHOU TSAXKeJIOM TalHOM.
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«ITocnenuss cBsitasd AcTaHuu, 0OMeHsBIIIas I'OJI0C Ha CBAIIEHHYIO CUIY», «YNIbIOKa ACTaHUN»,
«2KuBoM mMopTpeT ACTaHMU» — TaK Ha3bIBaJld €€ NMpefdaHHbIe IOYUTATENH, BEIpaXxKas CBOE
BOCXUIIIEHNE U BEDY.

OnHako cpenu XKutejel UMIepUU JJI€0HOPH ObIIN U Te, KTO He BepuI B bora u roBopuii o Helt
cnepytoniee: «MaproHeTKa Ianbl puMCcKoro», «HecuacTHas geByIIKa, KOTOpas IoTepsya Iojoc U
0KasaJiach BTSIHYTOM B IIOJIUTUKY CBOETO MPUEMHOTO OTLA», «IMOLMOHATBHEIN MyCOPHBIH OaK
IIBOPSIH».

BennagonHy He 3a6oTumno ee uMs. Het, mpaBunbHee ObIJI0 ObI CKa3aTh, YTO el BOOOIIe OBIJIO BCe
PABHO Ha TO, KaK ee Ha3hIBaloT.

BepnyBiuch mocyie pabodero gHsS B CBOI0 KOMHATY, HaXOASAIIYIOCS B CaMO¥ JasibHel! 4acTH IallCKOTo
IBOpIIA, OeByIKa 6e33a60THO GpOCHIach Ha CBOIO IMIMPOKYI0 KPOBATh.

Ona YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B MATKYIO IIOOYIIKY W TUXO0 B3OOXHYJIA.



Cel"OJIHH BHOBBb UCTOPHUHN OBITIM TSIKEJIBIMU 1 T'OJIOBOKPYXKHUTEJIbHBIMHU.

VicTopusi XKeHIIUHEL ¥ MSTOTO II0 CUETy pOMaHa ee MyKa C TOPHUYHOM.

HWcTopus 6u3HecMeHa, KOTOPHIH YKpall uielo y Opyra U HOOUICS OrPOMHOTO ycliexa C Hel.

Hcropus 6eccepmedHoro crapiiero 6paTta, KOTOPBIKA MPUCBOKI O0OraTCTBO OTIla 663 BemoMa
Myapiero opara.

U maxe HUCTOPHUA O 6HaFOpOHHOfI XKeHe, KOTOPad HEOZKHNOAHHO 3a6epeMeHena OT CBOEro JTI000BHUKA.

Kutenu uMiepun SIe0HOPH BCeTfla MOTJIM IOBEPUTH €l CBOM TallHBl M CAaMble COKPOBEHHEBIE MBICIIH,
KOTOpBIE OBITIO TPYOHO PACKPHITh ITepel OPYTUMH.

9T0 OBIJIO CBSI3aHO C TEM, YTO OHA SIBJISIJIACh €IMHCTBEHHON IPUEMHON JOYePhIO HAIlkl PEMCKOTO,
KOTOPHIM AJIs Hapofa OblUT TakK 2Ke MOTYIIeCTBEHEH, Kak uMIeparop. KpoMe Toro, eé TMYHOCTE U
XapakTep OBUIH IPEBOCXOMHEI. X0Ts 0ojlee TOUHAs IPUYKMHA 3aK/IH0YaIach B TOM, YTO...

«Yto OBl 5T HU CKa3aJl, CBITas bennmamoHHa BHCYIIaeT MeHs: 6e3 KPUTHUKHU, BEPHO?»

«CBsTas benmagoHHa HUKOMY B MUPe He PacCKaXkeT MOIO UCTOPHIO, He TaK JIu?»

Bcé aTo mpou3omio u3-3a TBEPIOH BePH JII0AeH B TO, YTO OHa — CBsATast, u3bpanHas borom. Te, Koro
Tocrnogs Tak BO3/MIOOUT, YTO B OMHY HOYb OHApPHUJI OTPOMHOM CHUJIOHN, He CIIOCOOHBI TPUYUHUTD Bpe[
npyruM. Bo3aMoxkHO, U3-3a TOTO, YTO CHUJIa 3Ta UMesa 00KeCTBEHHYIO IPUPOAY .

HeobOnymMaHHOE PacCKpHITHE YyKUX TAWH — 3TO TOXKE MTOCTYIIOK, KOTOPEIA MOXKET IPHUYNHUT JTIOISIM
Bpen. [109ToMy CBsSITOM He MOT HUKOMY pacCcKa3aTh IPaBAy, KOTOPYIO APYTHEe CTapaluCh CKPHITS.

JIrogu X0Temnu MOmEeNUThLCS C KeM-HI/I6YI[B CBOMMHU TallHaMH, U B TO XKe BpeMs OIlaCaJiuCh, 4YTO O HUX
Y3HAKOT Opyrue JIau. bennamonHa OBlIa [JIS TaKUX HACTOAIIIMM CIIaCEHHEM.

axe ecnu CBgTas He faBajia IPSIMOT0 OTBETA WM He pellasia mpobieMy, JTIIOOu HaXxOouIn
yTellleHue, IPOCTO paccKa3kbiBas eil 0 CBOMX ceKpeTaxX. HeKOTOphie laxKe BEIXOAUIIN U3 UCIIOBEalbHI
OTIOXHYBUIIMMH, IOTOMY YTO CAaMH{ HAXOIUJIU PeIIeHre CBOUX IPOo0IeM.

«CTpaHHbBIE T JIIOOU KUBYT B UMIIEPUU IJIEOHOPHI, UJIU 3TO BECh MUP TaKOB? KakK THl MOXKEIb KHUTE,
XpaHs TaKue yKaCHbEe CEKPETHI?»

HemHoro IIOBOPOYaBLIKUCH, bennamonHa IIPUIIOOHAIIACh Ha IIOCTEJIN U OI'JIdAelIaCh, IIPOBEPsid,
HaXOOUTCS JIX B KOMHATE OOHA. 3aTeM, IIPUCIYIIaBINNCh K 3BYyKaM B KOpUaope, u YoOCTOBEPUBIINCE,



YTO TOGTU30CTH HET TOPHUYHEIX, OHA TIyO0KO B3[OXHY/Ia ¥ HAKOHEIl 3aTOBOPHIIA.

— Ox, s 0e¥CTBUTEIILHO [yMaJjia, YTO MOU VI HaYHYT KPOBOTOYUTD.

CeropgHs ee MOUMYT TOJIBKO T€, KTO YaCTO 0OLIAeTCSI C OONTIUBLIMYU JIIOObMU.

[eByIIKa BEITSHYJIA II€l0 U ITOCTapasiach pacciabuThCs.

— OTO MEeHCTBUTEILHO YTOMUTEIHO — CHIETh HEIIOOBUKHO U BHIC/TYIINBATDL YyXKKMe CEKPeTHl. Eciu
BBl BHUMATEJIbHO MIPUCITYIIaeTeCh K UCTOPUSIM JIIOHEH, TO YaCTO CMOXKeTe 00HAPYXKUTh, YTO He
CTIIOCOOHBI UM COTIEPEKUBATH. f CTala HAaCTOIBKO PABHOAYIIHA K OPYTHUM JIIOASM, YTO WX UCTOPUH
KaXyTCSI MHE HEHHTEPECHBIMHU.

CeronHst OHa CHOBa cupesia 6e3y4acTHO, TOrPY3UBIIUCH B CBOM MEIC/IX. MIHOTIA, KOTHa el Gb10
CIUIIKOM CKYYHO, OHA TUXOHBKO CYUTAJIa KOITMYECTBO TPABUIIbHEIX IIECTHYTOJIPHUKOB Ha IOJIY.

— 3aTeM, He yCIieeTe Bl OTTITHYTHCS, KaK CKyYHast KICTOPUS MOJOUAET K KOHITY, ¥ €CJTH BEI
CMYILIEHHO YNIEIOHEeTEeCh, JIIOOY BAPYT BOCKIUKHYT, KakK OyITO Ha HUX CHU3OIII0 KAKOe-TO 03apeHue,
CKaXYyT, YTO JOCTUTIM ITPOCBETIEHUS, U YUIOYT, moOiarogapuB Bac.

Iaxe HEeCMOTP4A Ha TO, YTO Ha CaMOM [eJie BBl HU49Eero He caejalu.

— Kak monro MHe elre npupeTcs 9To OenaTh?

BennmamoHHa mexasa Ha CIMHE ¥ CMOTpPesia B ITOTOJIOK, Moprasi. OHa BCIIOMUHAJA JII0fIed, KOTOPhIe
TIJIaKaJid UM CePAUIIMCh, KOTTla TOBOPUIIH C Hel.

Bo3MoxkHO, cBsTas bennagonHa cMoria 6b 103a60TUTHCS O HUX: BHICIYINATD, IPOSIBUTH COUYBCTBUE
U [IaTh MyapEIid coBeT. CBOe CBSAIIEHHOW CUJION OHa MOTJIa OBl UCLENSATh OOJTbHBIX.

Ho 270 651710 OB BO3MOKHO TOJIBKO B TOM CJIy4ae, ecjiu Obl OHA ¥ ITpaBaa Oblla HACTOSIIEN CBITON
bennamonHoH.

HGBYU.IKB. MEeIOJIEHHO MOPTHYJI4, a 3aTEM 3dKphIJId I''la3d, BCIOMHHAA CO6bITI/I${, Impou3omenimne
IIoJIroga Ha3af.
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— YTo0 3T0?

Crowumno OTKPBHITE I'JIa3a U Iepen I''ia3aMiy IIpencTallid He3HaKOMEBIE MHE paHee IIOTOJIOK U KPOBATk.



Korpa s menneHHO OIIYCTHIJIA I'/la3a ¥ IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha CBOX HEJIOBKO ABUTAIOIIKMECTd KOHEYHOCTH, U
KOr'a s, HaKOHel, CMOTI'JIa IIaruyTh BIIEPEeN, YBHUOEJIa B 3€PKaJie JIMIO, II0OKa3aBilleeCsi 3HAaKOMEBIM.

¢4 GblyTa Tak MOTPSICEHA, YTO MaxKe 3a0blja 3aKPUYaTh.

— 910 4T0, CBATag? — cupocunia .

Kpacusrle cusiiolye ria3a, HalloMUHAOIIAe TonyOble gparoleHHble KaMHHU, U CepeOprCThie BOIOCHI,
OCJIEIIUTEIILHO CHUSIOIINe Ha COIHIe. YepTH IMIla HACTOJIBKO YeTKKMe U OCTPHIE, YTO JI000#, XOTh pa3
YBUIEBIINH uX, OyIeT oyapoBaH.

B 3epkarne oTpaxkarnack npekpacHas bennmagorHa. XoTs g BUesa €€ JIUIIb HECKOJIBKO pa3 u3aaleka,
3TO JIUII0 HaBCerfa 3alevyaTyiesioch B MOe [TaMsATH.

¢ MenyIeHHO MOTHSIa PYKX U JOTPOHYJIACH 10 CBOEro 6ej10ro OKpyTiIoro TUYUKa.

— Pa3Be 3170 He MeuTa? Koxka Takas HexXHas Ha OIIYIIb...

¢ — Ge3bIMsIHHAS XKEHIIKWHA, [04Yb oueHb OemHOro epmMepa, CTpafaBias Ha MPOTIKEHUY ABAAIATH
JIeT U, HaKOHell, yMepIlas OT HEeM3BECTHOU JIUXOPagKH.

[Touemy s ctama CBSATOM, KOTa CHOBa OTKPhHI/Ia r'a3a?

IeBylIlKa, IIOYYBCTBOBAB C1a00CTh B HOTaX, OIYCTUJIACh Ha IMIMPOKUN KOBEDP, YTO-TO OECCBI3HO
6opmoua. OHa TolIeBenINiIa IIMHHEIMY TTa/IbllaMU U MIPUKOCHYJIACh K MATKOMY BOPCY.

<<KpOMe TOTO, 1 MOT'Y TOBOPHUTL...»

CasTasi, KOTOPYIO OHa 3Haljla — HacTosAlas cBATasd bennagoHHa — BEIpOC/Ia B MOHACTHIPE. B panHeM
BO3pACTe OHA MTepeHecsIa HeU3BECTHYIO 00JI€3Hb, ITOCTIE KOTOPOM BHE3AMMHO 00pesia CBSIIIEHHEIE CUJTHL.
OmHakKo 3a 9TO HaBCETMa JIMIIUIACh TOI0CA U C TEX ITOP He MOTJIa MPOU3HECTH HU CJIOBA.

HecMmoTpst Ha CBOM IPEKPACHHIN U CBATOM 00NIHK, M3-3a HEMOTH OHA ITPOMU3BOMIIA BIIeYaT/IEHNe
TAaWHCTBEHHOM ¥ BHI3BIBAJIa Y JIIOfieH KanocTh. OfHAKO, ee IyXOBHAS CHJIa, IpeBOCXoasiias cobom
ybi0-T00 APYTYI0, BCKOPE 3aBOeBasia OBEpPUE U JTI000BhL OKpYyKaloIux. benagoHy moYnuTany Kak
MCTUHHYIO CBSITYIO0 HOBOM 3II0XH.

— Ho mouyemy Mot T00C 3BYy4YUT TakK OTYETNIMBO? YTO BCE 3TO 3HAUUT? — TUXO IIPOU3HECIIA
BennmaponHa. K ToMy Xe, s He Jymar, 4TO Y MeHS €CTh KaKue-TO CBAThHIE CUJIHL... { HUYEero He
YyBCTBYIO...

[eByIKa omycTusa rojaoBy, IOCMOTPEB Ha CBOU PYKH.



Kaxkoe-To BpeMs OHa Cuaejia HEeIIOOBHU2KHO. BHe3amHo grIxaHNe CTalo Oosee 3aTPYOHUTEJIbHBIM, U HE
B CHJIaX CMUPUTHCA C HEOXKHUTaHHOU PealbHOCTEIO, OHA yIIajida HAaB3HUYb, IIOTEPSAB CO3HAHUE.
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