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[opon 5TUM BeuepoM OBII I0-HACTOSIIEMY THX.

B npouwnoM Tak ObIIO0 U3-3a MOJIUTUKY IIPEKHET0 TOPOACKOTO JIOpAa, X YyKaKU He MOTJIU BOUTH
BHYTPb rOpofa... ITU IIpaBuJja yxKe JOJIKHEL ObIIN ObITH YIIpa3gHEeHEl, HO HRIHEITH S CUTYalus Obla
He JIydlle.

Hpe}Kne, KOorga HI/IHIya BéJla HaC B IIOMECThE TOPOACKOI'O JIOpAaa, MHUMO HacC elé IIPOXOoUIIN KOe-
Kakue xutenu. Ho ¢ HaCTYIIJIEHHEM Be4depPa JIIOOU Pellaii OCTAaTbCA JoMa.

HpPI‘-IHHOfI 3TOr0 OBITT UX CTpaXx 1nepen npeBHUM MOHCTPOM.

[TpumepHo Tak ke Ob110 ¢ Terpto B 'anmuu. Te, KTo npuHamnexan Obmactu E Kazanuck
HenoOeAMMBIMU U3-3a TOTO, YTO WX MIPOTHUBHUK HOJIKEH ObUI OBITh Ha TOM K€ YPOBHE, YTOOHR HAHECTH
XOTb CKOJIBKO-TO YPOHA.

OOBIYHBIE TIOAU MOTJIN Wb yOeraTh UM IPSATAThCS, KOTa Takoe CyIeCTBO OyIeBaso BOKPYT.
AtMocdepa B ropofie OblJla TaKOW Ke, KaK ¥ B KPEIIOCTH Tiepefl aTakoil TeHpio.
«KOHEeYHO Xe, TyT HeT HU O[HOU JIaBOYKU C €0H...»

«Jlydiiime U3 HUX [OIKHBI HAXOIUTHCS BAOJb TJIaBHOW HOPOTH. Ho Temeps TH MOHMMAEIIb, YTO 5
¥MeJ B BUAY, TaK?»

«Ara, s IPOCTO CKy4alo 10 KyXHe 3TOT0 IIyCTHIHHOTO Iopoia»
«Kaxk Hac4y€éT Toro, 4To0 MoCcoOBETOBAThCS 00 3TOM C JIuIrya?»

«He, oHa yKe ¥ Tak 3aHsTa. Eif He TOJIbKO HY2KHO CIIPABIISITLCS C MP06IeMOl IpeBHEro MOHCTPa, HO
s TAK¥Ke IIOTIPOCHUTT €€ 103ab0TUTLCS 0 PoKcu. f HUKAK He MOTY IPUUTH K HEH, TOJIBKO YTOOBI
CKa3aTh, UTO X04UYy II0ECTh KyXHH, CBOMCTBEHHOX 3TOMY IOPOLY»

«Bcé B mopsioKe, Thl BOT-BOT CPA3UIILCS C APEBHUM MOHCTPOM, B KOHIIe KOHIOB. OH ¥ CTAHET
IHUPIIECTBOM»

«4] He TaKOM XaOHBIM, KaK THI»
4 crmerka moxsonan mo Mevy 2KagHOCTH, YTOOBI ITIOMOYb eMy U30aBUThCS OT 3J1a.

Korpa st més mo THXOH IJIaBHOM IOpOre, BHE3AMHO... ST IOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO CTPAHHOE B Y3KOM
IIPOXOfie CIIPaBa.

Ho g He MOr HUYero pasrisifeTh U3-3a TEMHOTEHL.
«4Yto He Tak, OouT?»
«HerT... BO3MOXKHO, 3TO IIPOCTO MOE BOOOpaxkKeHue»

Tam 6ynaTo ObI OBIJIO YTO-TO BIEKYIlee MeHS. Y MeHs He OBIJIO Ha TO CePhE3HBIX IPUYHH. & MPoCTO
YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO [OJIXKEH TyHa mouTu. Kak 6yaro 65 HEBUAMMAS CHJIa TOJKasla MEHS BIIEPEL.

«Ecnu TH TakK YyBCTBYy€IIb, TOTOA Thl HE OOJIZKEH UOTHU»



«Ho... HO 51 YYBCTBYI0, YTO JOJIKEH»

CoBertsl 2KagHOCTH TaK [IOJITO IIOMOTA/IM MHE BBIXKHBATh. M, TeM HE MeHee, 51 BCE XkKe IIOIIEN B
CTOPOHY TOM TEMHOU aJlJIeH.

«®3UT, UCnonab3yu HaBelK HouHOro Bupmenus»
«fl 3HaM0, yXKe BKIIIOUYEH»

«TBI TPOCTO HE MOZKEIIb NepPKaThCsS B CTOPOHE, ecliy Te0s YTO-TO MPUBJIEKII0. [IpekpacHo, 4To 3a
IpoOJIEMHEIN ITapeHb»

«3JT0 ¥ IpaBaa nIpobieMHO, Xaxaxa»
«He cmeiicst Tak, OyOTO MBI TOBOPUM O KOM-TO OPYyrom!»
Kaxk KapmHoCTh 4 Ipensioxkusl, 1 akTusuposall «Hounoe Bunenue», mpexge 4eM IPOUTH Aasiblile.

[Tocne TOro, KaK 5 MPOIIEN YYTh BIEPEN, 51 YBUIEN ABYX MYKYUH B Y4EPHOM, KOTOPHIE HAaXOOUIUCH B
mpoliecce pa3roBopa. Mcxoms U3 uxX TEeNOCI0XKEHUS U CHapsKeHUsI, OBITIO BIIOJIHE 0YEBUIHO, YTO OHU
ObLIM BOMHAMU. MeHst BOJTHOBAJIO JIUIIL OJHO: MX OKPYKEHKe 0CTaBaJIOCh TYCKJIBIM, HE CMOTPS Ha TO,
YTO S MCIIONIb30Baa HaBEIK HouHOro Bumenus.

ITOT HABHIK Ha HUX He paboTaeT? Takoe MPOUCXOTUIIO JIUIIh OTHAXKIE.

Bcé 6bII0 TOYHO Tak e, KaK TOr{a, KOrha s IEITAJICS UCI0Ih30BaTh HABBIK OLIEHKH Ha CTaTaX MUHEL.
ITH MI0gu He OBy OOBIYHBEIMU. MHe 9TO OBIJIO OYEBHIHO.

4 ckprin cebs ¥ MPOOOJIXKUII IPUCIYIIINBATLCS K UX Pa3roBOpY.

Ho s He Mor HUYEro YCIIBIIIATE OTCIOAA. Kak y CasiTOrO PBII_Iapﬂ, Y MeHA €CTh IIPAaBO 3aAePKaThb
IMOOO3PUTEJIbHEIX THONBUOYYMOB.

IaBariTe momoiaéM mo6GIMKe U Y3HAEM, YTO OHU 3aMBIILISIOT, TOTYMall 5.
OTH [BOe 3aMEeTUJIM MeHS IIPexK[e, UYeM 5 YCIIeN YTO-Tu00 MpeanpHUHSTS.

9Ty TEMHYIO ajelo He TOJIbKO OBIJIO TPYAHO HaMTH, HO U3 Heé OBINIO TaK XkKe TPyAHO cbexaTh. Ecnu
OBl 1 BOCITOJIH30BAJICSI CBOMMHU CTaTaMM, TO CyMeJl Obl CXBATUTh MX 6€3 0COOBIX YCUTIHM.

OpuH ocTaHOBHUIICS, YTOORI 3afiepKaTh MEHs, B TO BpeMs, KakK Opyroi nmobexkan B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.
«2U, OCTAaHOBUCH!»

OH MPOUTHOPUPOBAJT MOE MIPeNyIpexXaeHNe U UCYe3 B TEMHOTE. 3@ HUM TPYAHO OBIJIO IMTOTHATHCS, TAK
KaK OVH U3 HUX Iperpaxmasl MHe IIyTh, YTOOL TOT CMOT cOeXkaTh.

«[To-nmomoxpmu, O3uT»

9T0 GBI HECKOJIBKO 3HAKOMBIi T'0J10C. Sl OCTAHOBUIICS Iepeq TeM, KTO IIperpaxpaail MHe IIyTh U
IIPUCMOTPEJICSA K CKPLITOMY JIUITy YeJI0BeKa.

Ha cekynpay Bolapuiach tumuHa. O671aK0, KOTOPOE CKPHIBAJIO IYHY, HAKOHEI COABUHYJIOCH, TIO3BOJIHB



JIVHHOMY CBETY OCBETUTh JIUI0 YeJIOBEKA.
«[Tama...»

B cromnute, Celidepre, oH 3abpan punocopckuit KaMeHb U PaliHy IpsIMO ¥ MeHs U3-T10f] HOCa.
HewnsBecTHO, YTO MPOU3OLIIO0 C HUM IIOCTIE 9TOTO.

HeB03M0XkHO... I HY 3a 4TO He MOT IIpefyrafaTh, YTO MbI BCTPETUMCS 30€eCh.
[TomaBuB CBOM BCKOJIBIXHYBIIHECS 3MOIMY, I OTIPHITHYNI B CTOPOHY, Pa30pPBaB JUCTAHITUIO.
«9M, 31, 4TO Takoe? [TloueMy ThHl OTHANIAEIILCA?»

«B KakoM cmriciie, moyeMy. ['me PaitHa? YTo TH coenan ¢ ¢punocohckuM KaMHeM? WM 4To TH fefan
TOJIBKO 4YTO?»

4 3abpocan ero BOpocaMu, BEITACKUBas HapyXKy 2KagHOCTb.
«He 6ymb TaKUM HeTepIieauBeic. Celyac elne Houb»
«[Tama!»

OH mae He CTaj [OCTaBATh CBOE KOMbE U3 HUOTKYMA, KaK ITPEK/e, PEIIUB UCII0Ih30BaTh OJHY JIUIIb
CBOIO PYKY, YTOOHI IHITAThCS EePKaTh MOM YEPHHIN MeY Ha paccTostHuu. OH OB TaK CIIOKOEH,
BO3MOXHO, TOTOMY YTO IO CUX IIOpP BUMEN BO MHE peOEHKa.

«Hy, ycnokoricsi. B mepByo ouepenb, MOKEIL OBITh CIIOKOEH, PaiiHa X0pOIIo 3aluiieHa»
«Kakas emie 3ammTa?! Tl TpaKTUYECKH IOXUTHUIT e€!»

«IIpoctH, uTO BOT Tak 3abpan e€. Ho Teneps Bcé nHaye. OHa COracuiach IeHCTBOBATh BMECTE C
HaMM»

«YT0 3TO BOOOIIE O3HAYAET...»
«IIpocTOo HAIllM MHTEPECH COBIAAIOT»

Tak OH X04eT cKa3aTh, YTO PaitHa Temeps paboTaeT BMeECTe C mamoi?.. Bums, 94To OH BCE eIlé MOXKeT
yOemuTh MeHs, UCXOMs U3 MOEro ITepeMeHUBIIeroCcs Julla, 0Tel] IIPOJOJIKIII:

«JTO BCE, UTO I MOTY CKa3aTh. A 94TO Hac4YeT puUI0COPCKOTro KaMHs, faxke I He 3Hal0, YTO C HUM
Temnephb CTano»

«Orer!»

OH fmaxe He CTaJl MeHs ciyinaTh. He cMOTpst Ha TO, 4TO 51 pa3MaxuBai 2ZKaJHOCTBIO, OH CITOKOHMHO
PUOIU3UIICS, TIOKA MsI He IPOIIIA MUMO OPYyT OpyTa.

«D3UT, 1 mpenynpenun Tebst, HO Thl BCE PABHO CIOfa MIPHUIIETT»
«MHe HyKHO KOe-4TO CHejaTh. 91 MPOCTO He MOT'Y OCTaBaThCS B CTOJIUIIE»
«TTOHSATHO... IPOIIIJIO YKe ISTh JIeT... HeT, IIOYTH LIEeCTh JIET C TeX Mop...»

ITama, OTBEPHYBIIXUCE OT ME€HA, CIIETKa PACCMESIICS.



«TOT MyCTEIHHEIN MOHCTD, HE TPOTau ero»
«[Touemy?»

«ToT mapeHs, Ha CaMOM [iefie, OH UMeeT KO MHE HeIlOCPeICTBEHHOE OTHOIIEHHUE. ITO CIUIIKOM
TKenas Hoila ana daiita»

«Bcé He Tak, s TOXe HapaBHE C HUM»

«O6nacte E? Torga Te HOMIKeH MOHUMATh 3T0. C 3TOro MoMeHTa HabupaTh OOJIbIIEe CTATOB -
6ecmone3no. Bcé meno B KauecTBe HAaBHIKOB U TOM, KaK XOPOIIIO YEJI0BEK UM YIIPABIISIET»

«Jlaxe ecnu U Tak...»

«Torpma magHo. OfMHAKO TBOW HABBHIK MMOXKUPAHUS IIOTJIONIAET AYLIN TE€X, KOTO Thl YHUYTOXWII, U
3abupaet y HUX BCE. C 3TOTO MOMeEHTa 3T0 OyAyT cpaxenus: mexny Ob6macTsio E. Tl Oymensb
CTpafaTh CUJIbHEE, YEM MOXKeIlb ce0e mpefcTaBuTh. HEKOHTPOIUPyEMbIe CTATH TaKkKe B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB BMEIIAIOTCS B TBOM HABLIKU»

B aToT pa3 s pa3BepHYJICA U MONLITANICT NPUOIU3UThCA K HeMy. Ho oTel, 3Hag 3T0, TOXe Crefian
1Iar, YToOkl COXPAHSATh UCTAHIIHIO.

«®3#T, I03BOJIb MHE CKa3aTh, €CJIU Thl HACTAaWBaEIllh HAa TOM, UYTOOBI CPAa3UThCS C HUM. TO, C YEM THI

cobupaembCcsi CPa3UThCS, IBISETCS 0COOBIM CO3MaHueM o[ Ha3BaHueM CBsilleHHbIN 3Bepb. M u3-3a
CBATOTO 6/1aroCI0OBeHHs, aXKe... JlaxkKe TBOE OPyXKHue CMEPTHOTO I'pexa He CMOXKEeT IollapanaTh ero.

Kaxk Hacuét Takoro? Bcé eé HacTanBaeIb Ha OuTBe?»

«4 BCcé paBHO 6ymy cpaxkaThcsi. [I0TOMY 4TO 9TO MOE pellleHue»

«IToHATHO... TOorma nagHo. f cibiman ot Painel. Tl mobemut TeHpio B TPOKIATHIX 3emitsax [amnmuu. C
TAKUM JOCTHKEHHEeM, 4To Ol 1 HM CKa3aJjl, He U3MEeHUT TBOEero pelleHus... Ho He mepeycepacTByH.
TBoE Teno Hauajo MEHATLCS, He Tak JIU?»

«...JTO THI TOXKE yC/IBIIIAaN 0T PaiHEI?»
«Omna 6ecmiokoutcs o Tede, O3rT. U g Toxke»
Orel MeIJIEHHO MPOIOJIKUIT YXOOUTb.

OH He cobupasics MO3BOJISAThE MHE cpaxkaThCs. OH XOTeJl OCTAHOBUTH MEHS C IIOMOIIBI0 CuJIkl. Korma s
TaK MomyMar,

«41 mpocTo xo4y, 4TOOE MOM PeOEHOK BEN cebsl, KaK PeOEHOK»

«ITama!»

Cxka3zaB 3T0, OH BHITAIIXJI U3 IIYCTOTHl YEPHOE KOIIbE, B IIPOLIECCE BHITOXHYB XOJIONHBINA BO3MIYX.
Ho oH He cTas HanagaTh Ha MeHSI, HAIIPOTUB, OH MPOJOJIXKUJI CTOSITh KO MHE CITUHOM.

«Ecmu MBI HQUHEM CEPLE3HO CPaXKaThCS BHYTPH 3TOT0 TOPOa, KakK Thl JyMaellb, YTO IPOU30UTET?..
TeI IPEKpacHO 3TO 3HAEIb, TaK?»



«Jlaxe Tak, Thl BCE PABHO ITPOOOJIXKUIIIE?»

«.L YTX»

«XOpomui Manb4uK»

¢l HUKaK He MOT 0TKa3aThCs, KOTHa OH B3I B 3aJI0KHUKY II€JIBIA TOPOL.

Korpga oTerr 3a6pas OHOBPEMEHHO ¥ KaMeHb, ¥ PaliHy, OH 3aMOPO31JI MHOXKECTBO yTofei. TeM He
MeHee, OH HUKOT0 U3 HUX He yOus. HanpoTus, OH BEITYCTHUI UX, KaK TOJIBKO CyMeJ YCKOJIb3HYTh
IIPOYb.

Takol yenoBek, maxe eciiyd OBl OH HayaJl celi'yac Co MHOM CpaxKaThCsi, OH Obl He [iajl APYTUM JIIOOIM
IIOTIACTE IIOM TIEPEKPECTHRIN OT'OHb.

Ho, BO3M0XKHO, HaCTOsIIIeH TPUYMHOM, 110 KOTOPOK g cHajcs, Obljla CHSAIOIIas TaTyHPOBKa Ha JIHIIe
OTIIa... OHA OKa3hIBajla Ha MEHS TaKOe HaBJIeHME, YTO Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO MOU MHLICTIEHHBIE ITPOIIECCH
3aMeJIJINIINCD.

«Hy 4T0 X, y Hac 3akaHuuBaeTcs BpeMd. [Toka, ®auT»

3aTeM OTell WCcue3, PaCTBOPUBIINCE B TeHb, KOTOPYIO HEJIb3s1 OBIJI0O paCCMOTPETD Aaike C IIOMOIIIBIO
HOYHOTO 3PeHus.

Ho s Kakoe-TO BpeMs He MOT TIOIIEBEIUThCS fJaxe Mocye 3Toro. f caenan rimy00Kuii B30X, YTOOR
YCIIOKOUTH CBOE CJIeTKa YCKOPHUBIIIEECS cepaLedueHue.

«HeB03MOKHO... 3TO OB TBOK OTEIl. ITO 3aCTaBIsIeT MEHS 3aqyMaThCs, X0poInas y Te0s HHTYULIKS,
HJIN XKe IIJIoXas»

«Ara, 9TO TOXKe MeHS YOUBHUIIO. Ho X0pPOoIII0, 9YTO MEI BCTPETUJINCE. Tenepb g 3Hal0, 9YTO MEI
IIPOTHUBOCTOUM CBAIIEHHOMY 3BEPIO»

«CBsiIeHHBIN 3BepPB, fa?.. ITo OymeT agCcKuu yios...»

«Orerr cka3ai, 4To maxe 2KagHOCTh HE CMOXKET PAHUTh TOTO CBSIIEHHOTO 3Beps. Y Te0s BCE B
IOPSIIKE C 3TUM?»

«Xaa? f?! ...Hy, 1 IPOCTO OpyXkHe, TaK YTO BCE 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, YTO YIIPABIIsIeT MHOU. [IpyrumMu
CJIOBaMHU...»

«2TO 3aBUCHUT OT MEHI?»

«Tak u ecTb. MacTepcTBO TpebyeT TAKENOM paboThl. UTO K, 9TO IIpaBfa, YTO OJHON MOek
HETIOBTOPUMOCTH HE XBATUT, YTOOHI TOMOYb Te0e modenuTh. CpaxkeHue C 9TUM CBSIIEHHLIM 3BEPEM
COBEPIIIEHHO TOYHO I03BOJUT P3UTy HAYUYUTHCS YEMY-TO, aXKe eCJIA Mbl HE CMOXKeM IT00eOuTh ero»

«HacuéT aToro, s He X049y MPOUTPHIBATh. [I0TOMY YTO, €CJTU MBI IIPOUTPAEM, TOTMA 3Ta TEPPUTOPHUS
BCE PaBHO, YTO UCYE3HET»

«41 3nat0. 4 mpocTo rosopio Tebe 06yMaTh BCE XOPOIIeHbKO. EC/IM TH OCTYIHUIILCS, TO MOXKEIIhL B
UTOTEe TIOTEePSITh KOT0-TO BaxkHOTo TeOe. He 3abyb, TH ceiiyac cpaXkaelrbcs He B OMUHOYKY»

«Jla...»



A mopHsn B3rIAn BBEDX, IJIOTHHIE obJjaka, CKPEIBaBIIIKE JIYHY, ITI0X02XKe€, Kyad-TO UCIIaPUIIUCE.
HyHa Onla XOpOoIIIo BUOHA, X JaXKe 3Ta TEMHas ajes cTaja OOBOJIBHO HEIIJIOXO OCBEIIEHA.

IIo nmonyHOo4H elllé OblJI0 HEMHOTO BpeMeHU. MI3Ha4asnbHO 51 XOTeJl MPOTYIAThCS 110 TOPOAY, YTOOH!
OTBJIEYBCS, TAK YTO, IOXKAJIyH, TPOBEIEM 37I€ChH €II[€ HEMHOTO BPEMEHH.

«MHOT0 BCET0 MPOU3011IJI0. X0UYelllb BHIIUTEL YTO-HUOYIH?»

«Tak He moumeT. MHI ITOCTIe 3TOTO COOMPAeMCs CpaXkaThCs CO CBSIIEHHEIM 3BepeM. OTO He TO, C YeM
s MOTY CIIPaBUThCS, OYOy4YX B HETPE3BOM COCTOSIHKHU. ThHI 3Ha€Illb, YTO V¥ MeHS OyAyT mMpo0IeMbl, eCu
TaKoe IIPOU30UIET»

«Hy, Opuc Oymert 31a, a Pokcu, ckopee Bcero, mobseT Te0s1. 1 MuMup BHIIILET TBOIO KPOBL. Xaxaxa»
«He cmerics Tak!»

[TpekpacHO, OH COBEPILIEHHO He YyBCTBYyeT HanpskeHus, ga? Ho 2KagHocTs GBI IPOCTO OPYXKHUEM,
TaK YTO HUYETO He Iofeaellb.

Bcé 3aBUCHUT OT MEHS, TOTO, YTO YIIPABIISIET UM.
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