— JlonoxuTe CUTyaluo!
Ycneias cursarn, repuor BepT NOKUHYI pe3ufeHIui0 UMIlepaTopa.
FOpkeH HeMenieHHO ofg6exKa K HeMy C OTYETOM.

— PsimoM ¢ nmarepeM mosgBUIIOCh MHOXKECTBO IeMOHOB! I10 Halllel OlleHKEe MX KOIUYECTBO
IIpUpPaBHUBAETCSA K 1leJIoMy OaTanboHy!

— Tunme?

— B 0CHOBHOM CpefgHUY U HU3LIUN YPOBEHb, TaKKMe KaK CIU3HU, O0JI0THHIE Ka0bl, MOXOBbIE TOJIEMHI,
HO, CYAs 110 MaHe, KOTOPYIO Hallli Maru YyBCTBYIOT...

— IlpwuIny meMOHE BEICOKOTO paHra, BEPHO?
Bckope nosBuics u [Juon. OH yxKe GBI TOTOB K 0010.
— KaxeTcs1, 3T CyIecTBa yJIOBUIM YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE. IT04yBCTBOBAIM pPeKUM ieNMKaTec, ga?

W3-3a BO3OENCTBUS aIKOTOJIS MU 110 KaKOK-TO OPYTo¥M IPUYKHE, JIULI0 UMIIepaTopa OBLIO clerka
KPaCHBIM.

— He Bonnyiitecs, Bame BenuuecTtBo! [ToxkanyicTa, 9BaKyupyuTech 3a BopoTa!
HecMmoTps Ha HacTOWYMBEIEe TPOCLOBI T'epliora, MyKurlHa He co0upascsa HUKyOa yXOOUTh.
BMmecTo 3TOr0 0H BHICOKO IIOAHSI PYKY U Hadasl IPOU3HOCUTH 3aKJIMHAHUE.

— dpkuit cBeT 306ABUTCS OT THMHL...

Hap ero namonbio o6pa3oBajachk Oosbiast chepa, BCKOPe MOTHSBINASICS B HE00 ¥ OCBETHBIIAS BCE
BOKPYT.

9TO0 3HAUYUTENIbHO 00/IerYusI0 MMOATOTOBKY PHIIapei K 001o.

— 4 Bce ete croco6eH GUTHCS.

Ceiiuac ero nuio ObIJI0 HAMHOTO CIIOKOMHEe, YeM PaHblIIIe.

Tyn! Tyx!

W3-mopm 3eMu e OIIyIIaluCh HEOIO3HAHHEIE BUOPALIUY.

BynTo O8I IIaraeT KakKoe-TO TUTAHTCKOE CYIIEeCTBO.

— JleMOHEHI Befib pefKo OoOHPaioTCs OIM3KO0 K HAIITUM 3€MIISIM.

— He npocTo pepko. Takoy UHIIUAEHT IPOUCXOOUT BIIEPBLIE.

BrepBhie 3a Bce BpeMsi CITyKObI TepIiora BparaM yaajioch Tak MPHUOIM3UTLCS K BOPOTAM.

— Bcs apmus HanpaBuTcs B narepb. OOBIYHBIE CITYTH JOIXKHBL OBITH HEMEOJIEHHO 9BaKyHPOBAHHI!

ITocne ero IIPpYKa3ad PhIllaPyU OBUHYJINCH HEMEOIEHHO. Henwas TPATUTh HA CEKYHOBI, KOT'Ia XKU3HU



TOBapHUllley Ha KOHY.
U mpexpe BCero, IpsiMO ceryac TaM HaXOOUTCS ChIH KOMaHOupa.

— Pa3Be TBOH CHIH HE TaM? — CIIPOCHJ UMIIEPATOp, 0CO3HAB, YTO I'ePIIOr [0 ITOCIeNHEero Moa4a 00
3TOM.

— OH [momKeH Hay4YUThCs 3aliuiaTh ce6si. Halle BHUMaHMe CTOUT 00pPaTUTh Ha IEMOHOB, a He
pebenka, Baie BenuuecTso.

I1OH KMBHYJI, YCIIbIIIaB €T0 PeIIUTEeIbHEIN OTBET.
— THI DelCTBUTENILHO BEJIUKUYA UeJI0OBEK.
TeMm He MeHee, OH He 3a0BITT OTHATH MPUKA3E CBOUM JIIOSIM.

— Prinlapu umnepartopa, ciyuiaiTe BHUMaTeIbHO! MBI TpUCcOegUHUMCS K OUTBEe BMECTE C BOMCKOM
IIEPEIOBOM U CPa3uM BCeX TEMOHOB!

Myx4rHa ObIJI TOTOB JIMYHO BO3TJIAaBUTh COOCTBEHHYIO apMHUIO.

— Jla, KCTaTH, pa3Be IpUHIIECCE He CIIeAyeT cpa3y XkKe 3BaKynupOBaThCA?

— Bame BenuuecTso!

Primtaps mocmnerso mpubekan K HUM CO CTOPOHEHI 1arepsi. BeipaxkeHue nuiia 0710 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM.
— B ueMm geno?

— IIpotury mpoIieHus 3a BTOPKEHNE, HO COO0IIaeTCsl, UTO IPUHIlECCa ceiidac HaXOQUTCS B jarepe!
MyX4Y¥HB MTHOBEHHO U3MEHUJIUCH B JIULIE.

— Yto TH uMeells B BUny? [Touemy oHa Tam?

[TocKOMBKY IeBOYKA JOKHA ObIsIa OBITH B THUTY, €€ HEIHENTHEee MECTOI0I0KEeHNe BBOOUIIO B CTYIIOP.

— ECTh K0O€-KTO, C KeM OHa X0Tejla BCTPETUTLCA TUYHO, II0O3TOMY OKOJIO TPUOLATH MUHYT Ha3ad[ YIIjia
Tyoa C OXpaHHOIZ. Baiie BenugecTtBo, oHa OTIIPAaBUJIACh IIPUMEPHO TOr'Oa, KOT'Id BEI PEIIUIN
IIOTOBOPHUTE C TOCIIOOXMHOM BepTOM...

HMnepaTop cHaudasa He [I0BEPU eMy.
— K KoMy OHa Mor/1a IOMTH B TaKO€e OIlaCHOe BpeMs?!
— Kyyyyk!

JlemeHSIUH AyIly KPUK YOApUII II0 UX yIIaM, CJIOBHO HaIlOMMHAs O TOM, YTO ceidyac He BpeMs [JIs
Pa3TroOBOPOB.

Ha mepBoM MecTe fjanieko He cyab0ba ero qouyepu. Y CIOKOUBIIKCH, [I[MOH OTHaN IPUKa3:

— Ortparo cBoii MpUKa3 Kak HEIHEUTHUY mpaBuTeb MMnepunu Bycud. HemennenHo MoOunu3yiTe Bce
Hallli BOMCKa, B34Thle C 000 U YHUYTOXKbTE IEMOHOB, HalaBIIMX Ha jlareps! O6e3omackTe KU3Hb
IIPUHIIECCHI!



— HemMmepnreHHo mmepegaM Ball ykas!

Prinaps, BHICTyIIaB €70, MTHOBEHHO YOAJIUIICS.

HMnepaTop XkKe ¢ MHOTO3HAUYUTEJILHBIM BhIpaXkKeHNEeM JIUIa JOCTal Med U3 HOXKEH.
— HyxHo pa3zoOpaTbCcs ¢ HUMHU, YUIbEPC.

OT ero KJIMHKa HCXOMUII IPKHH CBET, a KOHYKK OBII HallpaBJIieH Ha MeCTO, Te PaHbIlle HaXO[HuIach
IIPUHIIECCA.

X % %
I'me-to B JieCy, HegaJIeKO OT Jiareps.

XoTs 3TO majeKo He IPsSIMOM MyTh, V HUX He Ob110 BeIOOpa. Ceiivac rpyma cTapanach aKKypaTHO
IIPOUTHU B THIIL.

[TocTaBUB B MPUOPUTET XKU3Hb MIPUHIIECCH, KraH BO3TIaBUII pHILIApe ¥ MOBEJ UX K 0e30IIaCHOMY
MECTY.

[Ter yBEpEH, UTO CTOUT BOT TakK cOeraTb?] — c cCOMHeHHeM cipocuiia Keiipam, maps B BO3TyXe.
— M&I cTaHEM TOIBKO ITOMEXO0M, €C/IM HaYHeM CpaXKaThCs TaM.
[A Te miomu CIIpaBSTCS caMu?]

— Jlaxe ecyu TaM JeMOHBI BEICOKOT'0 YPOBHS, UM He yIacTcs YOUTh phillapel mepenoBoi. Kak Tompko
npulbyneT NOoJKpeIsieHne ¢ Thijla, OMTBa OymeT OKOHYEeHa.

Omuny, fo 3Toro o0orHaBInas MeHs, 00epHyIach U CIIpOCHIa:
— MorJtopoii TOCIIOAUH, YTO BH TaM 6opMoueTe?
¢ xKecToM cKa3ajl el He BOJIHOBATLCS M MPOHOJIXKUTH IBUKEHHE,

[To mepe npubnuKeHUs: 0EMOHOB, TPUPaBHEHHBIX K 6aTalboHY, MBI HE MOTJIU CULIETh CJI0XKa PYKH B
najaTke.

YunteiBas BEPOATHOCTDb MacInTabHBIX pa3pyLueHI/1171, JIOTU4YHEE YBECTU KaK MOZKHO HOaJlbIlle MUPHOE
HacCeJiIeHue.

— C prinlapsimMu Bce OymeT B mopsigke?
— He Bomnuy#iTecs, Bamie BricouecTBo! OHM MTHOBEHHO 1103a60TATCS 00 YPOO/IUBHIX IeMOHAaXx!

Kakoi Obl HeBeKeCTBEHHOM HM Ka3aJlaCh MO rOpHUYHA, €ee IIPUCYTCTBHE OBIIIO CTPAaHHO
yTelldlIUM B TaKUX OTBPATUTEJIbHBIX CUTYyadllUAX.

— Bamre BricouecTBO cunmbHO 06eCrioKoeHo, na? OcTaHbTech Brl B TBIITY, HU4YEero Ol He IIPpOM30IIJIO...

— Huckomnbko, Bamie BricogecTBo! 3T0... moHUMaeTe... UHOTa m0Ie3H0 IPOMTUCH TIepe CHOM,
BepHO? BepHo! Prillapu gymaioT Takxke, He Tak JIu?

BOHpeKI/I CJIOBaM OMMUIIH, BBEIPAKEHUA JINL OKPYXKAIOIINX OBIIH OaJIEKH OT CIIOKOMCTBHSI.



Ecnu uyTo-HMOymb TPOU30UIET C MPUHIIECCOH, TaKas omnOKa OyaeT CTOUTb UM XKU3HMU.
[TosTomy uHOTa HEOCBEAOMJIEHHOCTh MOEY FTOPHUYHOM MOXKET IIOUTH Ha I0JIb3Y.
Tyn!

W3 TeMHOTHI pa3fascs 3BYK TSKeJIbIX I1aros.

Bce 3amepnu Ha MecCTe, YCIIBIIIAB €T0.

Tyn! Tyn!

Korma onu ctanu eile 671uxe, prillapu 00HAXKUIIA MEYH.

— 9T0... IeMOoH?

OTTONKHYB 3aCTHIBIIYIO IPUHIIECCY HAa3a[, S LIAarHyJs BIepeq.

OMuUnY yKe gaBHO CIpsTaNach M03aau.

— B-Bce B nopsagke! 3T0... HaBepHIKa KaKHe-TO TeMOHBI HA3IIEro paHra!l
Husmero?

Takue BuOpaIuy MOTYT IPUHAMJIEXKATh KAK MUHUMYM CPeIHEeMY 3BepIo.

A yuuTHIBasi, HACKOJILKO TPOMKHMIA IITyM OH H3[AeT, Iepel HaMHU [0JIKEeH IMOSIBUTHCS JeMOH BEICOKOTO
paHra.

— I'ppoap...
CKBO3b I'yCTHIE IEPEBBS MOSIBUIIACH €T0 (QHUTypa.

PocT HE MeHee Tpex MeTPOB, IIMPUHOU C ABYX B3POCILIX MyKuMH. Koxka oKpallleHa B 3eJIeHOBATHIN
OTTEHOK U MOKPHITA TYCTOM CIIHU3BIO.

[uraHTCKUil 3BepPhb, HA3hIBAEMEBIN «TPOJITIEM», @ TaKXKe 00HMTaIOMNi UCKITIOUUTEIHHO B 00JI0Tax.
— JleMOH BBICOKOTO paHra?..

[TpuHLleCcCca ApHH, OMUJIHU U JaXKe PhILlapy UMIIepaTopa He CMOTJIN CKPBITh CBOETO U3yMJIEHUS.
OHu mymanu, 4To nepen HuMu OyHeT yrpo3a YpOBHS Orpa, a He 3TO.

HpI/I‘-IeM cerlyac ux OKPY2KAKT JIIOU, OaJIEKKHE OT YPDOBHSA d)pOHTOBI/IKOB, d 3HAYHUT OIIBITa 60pb6bI C
TaKMMH YYOOBHUIIIaMU HE OBLITO.

Tpomnne BHUMAaTEIFHO pacCMaTpUBal HaC CBOMMH IIPOTHBHLIMHU I'Jla3aMu 0e3 3pavyKoB.
IlyMar... OH CMOTPHUT Ha MeHS.
Wnu MHe IPOCTO KaxeTcs?

— KyBaaak!



C rpoMKUM peBOM [IEMOH OPOCHIICS Ha HaC C HEBEPOSTHON CKOPOCTHIO.
— 3amuTUTh IpUHIECCY!

Prilfapy pa3BepHY/U ClelUaNbHBIY 3aUTHEN IOPSAN0K, HO TakKKe CTpaTeruu pegko cpabaTeBaOT
IIPOTUB CUJIbHBLIX 3BEPEU.

Tyn!

JIerko OTMaxHYBIIKUChH OT HUX, TPOJUIb IIPOAOJIKUII ABUTATHCS KO MHE, II03TOMY 51 OTTOJIKHYJI J€BOYKY
1 OMUJIH, TI0CJie Yero OPOCUIICS B IPOTUBOIIOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.

Bawm!

3eMJIs IPOTrHYJIach OI MOTYYHUM KyJIaKoM IeMOHa.

Ecnu GbI 1Tof HEro monast OOLIYHBIN YeJI0BEK, eT0 KOCTH OblIM ObI MTHOBEHHO Pa3mpo6IeHH.
— I'pppp...

OH Bce elrle CMOTPUT Ha MEHS.

Keiipam, HaOmnionas 3a 6UTBOM, YCMEXHYBIINCH 3aMeTHIa:

[[Taxke 3TOT 6€3MO3rJI0€ KUBOTHOE YYBCTBYET TBOU apoMart, fia?]

— MHe cnefnyeT Mob30BaThCS KAKUM-TO BOJIIIEOHEIM OfIEKOJIOHOM YTO JIU?

CoMHEeBaloCh, YTO CPEHX MOSBUBIIMXCS IeMOHOB TPOJI/Ib €IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO HAlle/IUJICS Ha MEHS.
Iymato, HalaBIIue Ha Jarepb TaKxXKe MPHUIIUIH 110 MO0 OYIIy.

Ecnu He pemruM mpo61eMy KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, UX CTaHeT TOJIbKO OOoJIbIIe.

— 9munu! Bepu npunieccy u 6eru!

— YTt0?!

— ITo KaKoM-TO IpUYMHE celiyac ero HHTepecyio UMeHHO 5! [Toka BEIUTpEIBaIO BpeMsi, Oeru B
Oe3omacHyi0 30HY!

— Ox, mouana Bac, momomo# rocmonu!

OHa oTBetuna 6e3 maneiero konebanusi. Kak Obl 1 HU LIeHWI ee TOCTyIllaHue, T0YeMy-TO BO PTY
BCE€ PAaBHO 4yBCTBOBajacCh rOpeyk..

— O ueMm THI? He B3gymau!
A BOT ynpsiMasi ApYH Tak IIPOCTO 9TO HE IIPUMET.
Xots ee 6eCIIOKOMCTBO OLIEHEHO II0 JOCTOMHCTBY, TAKOE BMeIIaTeIbCTBO HE UMEEeT CMBICTIA.

— 41 Begb roBOpUN yKe, BepHO? ECu He MOXKeTe IIOMOYb, TO He MellaiTech nox HoraMmu! Jlyuinein
TIOMOIIIbI0 ¢ Bamet cTopons! 6ymet cOexkaTh 0TCIOfla Kak MOXKHO ObicTpee!



— Ho...

[Toxa meBoukKa Konebanach, TOpHUYHas OBICTPO B3s71a €e Ha PyKH.

— TloGer mpexme Bcero, Bamre BricouecTBo! I'ocmoguH HaugeT CIIoC00 BRIXKUTE!

— Kakoii B aToM cMeIcn? Kak TeI coOupaeIbess OUTLCS C 9TUM OeMOHOM!

— 4 pazbepycs! Beperure cebst, Baie BricouecTro!

X0oTs 5 ¥ CKa3al Tak, OTKy/a B3s/1ach 3Ta Hajleka YBUAETh, KAaK OHU OCTAIOTCS PSIOOM?
Phintapu Takke OBICTPO CITIOXBAaTUIIMCH U MTOOEKANIKM BMECTE C ITPUHIIECCOM.

4 e pa3BEPHYJICS U HANPABUJICS B IPOTUBOIOJIOKHYIO CTOPOHY, U3-3a Yero TPOJIb, 3aphiyaB, CTaJl
TIPECTIel0BaTh MEHs.

— Kunun!
9To 3By4asio KakK KaKOMi-TO OTYasTHHBIN 30B, HO 1 He 06paTui 0c060T0 BHUMaHUS.
«JTomxHO cpaboTaTh»

Kak ToNbKO MHE IT0Ka3aJIoChk, YTO OBITIO MPEO00JIeHO JOCTAaTOYHOe PACCTOSHHE, MOE TeJI0
TIOBEPHYJIOCH K YYTOBHIILY.

[A certuac? HyKHa MOs IOMOIIIb?]
— 4 He mogHaMcs Ha TBOM YJIOBKY OBaXKIEL.

Xots mpoTtuB Yepsst CMepTH 3aX0TEIOCH IIOOLITPATh €1, ceyac B 3TOM HET He0OXOIUMOCTH.
OTAapIIaBIIKCE, S HAIIPaBUJI APEMIIIOLIYI0O BHYTPU MeHS MaHy B KeripaM.

CBepk!

YepHHBIN CBET Ha CEKYHAY 3a0/1eCcTelt 1o BceMy KIUHKY. [1oaroToBka K yOUNCTBY TPOJIIS 3aBeplIeHa.
— Hy 49T0, mompo6yeM KpoBb BEICOKOPAHTOBOTO 3BEPSI?

OH cHOBa yrpozKalolre MOJHSJ CBOM 3[0POBEHHBI KylaK. Ha yCIelHyio aTaky XBaTUT CEKYH[IHL.
OpHako y Hero He OBITIO faxe ee.

bawm!

Bompeku onacHOM MO3UIMY, KyJIaK TPOJIJIA yian 6e3 0co00i CHUIIH, TIOCIIe Yero XKYTKUU B3I
MOHCTPa OIIYCTUJICS HUXKE.

Pyka nexaia Ha 3eMJie ¥ He cobupanach JBUTaThCS.
[Ipu BUpe 3TOU y2KaCHOU CLIEHBI €r0 JIUI0 UCKA3UJIOCh B arOHUMU.
— Aaaprx!

OH Xa0THYHO METaJICS OT 60J'II/I, IIBITasACh OCTAHOBUTE KPOBOTEYEHHE.



OpnHako nocpenn JOoXKOsdA TaHeIl KIIMHKaA ITPOOO0JIZKaJICA 0e3 IIePEenbIKH.
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