HomxHO OBITH, MPOIIJIO BOCEMB JIET C TeX IOpP, KaK UMIepaTop U3[asl yKa3, MPeANuCHBAIOIIMA el 1
E YV dx10 moxenuThcs. OMHAKO OHM C HUM HUKOTMA ellle He HaXOOUIKCh Tak OJIM3KO0 OPYT K APYTY.
OHM pefKo BCTPEYAINCh, @ €CJIM ¥ BCTPEYAIUCh CIy4YaiHo, TO JINIIL HAa KpaTKuit Mur. He GblI0 HU
ry0OKOT0 BOJTHEHUS, HY HEKHOMW yNBIOKH, a JIUIIL CIIOKOMCTBHE BOOH M, MOXKET ObITh, HeOoIbIas
0eCIIoMOIITHOCTE, Befib 9TOT Opak OLLI He 10 UX J00poi BoJie.

BepOﬂTHO, EY dup YZXKe OJaBHO 3a6bIJ'I, YTO y HEro €CTh TaKad HeBeCTd, BO3MO2KHO, OH IIOMHHAIJI 3TO,
HO MOr 3&6LITL, KaK OHa BBITJIAOUT.

[Tpomiyo YyeThIpe rofia, OH OB Ha T'PAHUIIE YKe YeTHIPe Tofla, YETHIPEX JIET NOCTATOYHO, YTOOH OH
BITIOOMJICS. B APYTYIO XKEHIIUHY.

KeHmHa psmoM ¢ HUM Obljla TaKoM ocnenuTenbHor. OHUM enyT 00K 0 OOK IO yIuIle, OHU TaK
TIOOXOIAT OPYT APYTY, IPOCTO Mapa co3haHHas Ha Hebecax.

[I3su Cece 0TBepHYy/IacCh ¥ CHOBa COCPENOTOUYMIa CBOe BHUMaHME Ha Yalllke 4asi, CTOSIIeN Iepen
HeH.

I/I3YMpy;LT,HO-3€J'IeHBIe YalHBIe JTUCThS MSATKO PAaCKpPHBIBAIOTCA WU KPYyZXKaATCA B BOJIE. Ona B3s71a JalllKy
4Yad U COoejiallia I'JIOTOK, HO He 3aMEeTHUJId, 4YTO ee PYKH CJierKa TPSACIUCH.

XO0Ts ee MaTh BCerga TOBOPUIIA €M, YTO C ee 3HaHUEM nmiofel mecTtou npuHil E Y AHb onpeneneHHo
OBLT TeM, KOMY KeHIIIHHa MOTJjIa JOBEPSATH BCIO CBOIO kKM3Hb. OHAKO 3TO HE 3HAUUT, YTO OH [OIKEH
OBITb €€ MYKEM.

XoTs1 OHa IpHUBHIKJIA K TOMy, 4TO LlmHM31 Ha3kiBana ero 'y E, kK cyacThio, OHa He ycIena oTepsATh
CBOE CcepaLe.

«['ocmoxka, 4T0 3T0 3a XKeHIuHa psagoM ¢ MmouM 'y E? Kak oHa... MOXeT exaTs ¢ HUM!» - cipocuiia
LluHMa3H, yKa3bBasg Ha XEHIIMHY BepXOM Ha TEMHO-00pIOBOM ITOHHU.

Cece CHOBa IIOMHSIA TOJIOBY, ¥ UX QUTYPEI, €AyILIHe PSIIOM, UCYE3/IM U3 OKHA. B ee yIax 3Bydanu
IIary Cojar.

Cece nopgHsna ria3a u ckalana: «[[uHMaH, He Ha3bBai ero B OynymieM 'y E».

«['ocmioxa, LluuMait noHuMaeT.» I10 crierka HaxMypeHHEIM OPOBSIM X035IUKY LIMHMIi TOHSIA, YTO
oHa OblyIa He B XOpOIlleM HaCTPOEHHUN.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OHa 00s3aTeNIbHO y3HAeT, KeM Obla XKeHIMHA, KOTOPYIO [IeCTOM MPUHII
TIPUBE3 C TPAHUIIBL.



OpHako, moxoxe, LIUHM3i He HY2KHO OBIJTI0 HaMEPEHHO CIipammBaTh 00 3ToM. ITocie Toro, Kak
OTPS[ LIECTOT0 MPHUHIlA MPoIliesl MUMO, B «batrHe JIMHBI3IH» HadyaIuCh Pa3roBOpPhl. KoHEYHO,
OOIBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX OBITM CIVIETHSIMH O IIIECTOM IIPUHIIE.

«BrI crbrmanu? 4 ciplman, 4To XeHIIHHA, KOTOPas BOIJIa B TOPO C IIECTHIM MIPUHIIEM, 3TO €T0
BO3/I06IeHHas1. [0BOPSIT, YTO OfHAXK/IBI OHA CIaciia XKU3Hb YeTBEPTOMY NpuHIy. KaxeTcs, oHa
IpuHIlecca KiaHa LlgH u3 Baiiny». mpormenTtan MyK4YiHa B CEPOM 3a COCEIHUM CTOJIUKOM.

«4l crmellan, 4TO Ha 3TOT pa3 IIeCTOM IPUHI cMoT obeguTh KoponeBcTBo Ycu 6rmarofaps oMo
KoponesctBa baiiny», — mpoimentan APyroi 4eI0BeK B CUHEM.

«f TaKXKe CHBILIaJ, YTO Ha 9TOT pa3 LIEeCTOM MIPUHI COeJlaeT 3Ty XEHIIUHY CBOEU HaJIOXKHULEen!» -
3arafilouHo CKa3ajl MyXK4YKHa B CEPOM.

«[TpaBma? THl IEeHCTBUTEIHHO XOPOLIO HHGOOPMUPOBAH», — YEJIOBEK B CUHEM He TIOBEPHIIL.

«IIpaBUIIbHO, ST 3HAMEHUTHIN IIITHOH», — YeJIOBEK B CEPOM IOIHSI OOJIBIION maiell u
CaMOJOBOJILHO CKa3al.

«Ho pa3sBe y 11eCTOro NprHIla HET HaJI0KHUIEI, Ha KOTOPOY UMIIEPAaTOP Ha3HAUMJI XKEHUTHC ?
XOoTsl OHU U He XKeHaTHl, 3T0 Opak, ImoXkKaJloBaHHKIN uMiepaTopoM. [llectot [TpuHI] HE OCNTyIIAETCS
BOJIA UMIIEPATOPa, BEPHO?».

«TpymHO cka3aTh. CMOTpPH, IIECTOM ITPUHI] OCMEJIHUIICS IIPUBECTH MIPUHIIECCY B CTOJIUIY, U 9TO
OBLIO HA BUMY Y BCEX, YTO ITOKA3BIBAET, UTO ¥ HETO €CTh UYBCTBA K 9TOM JKEHIIMHE, OH CUJILHO ee
mo6ut. OH He JONIXKeH 00SIThCS HAPYIIUTh BOJIIO UMIIepaTopa...» — YeJ0BeK B CEpOM IIOHU3UII TOJIOC.

«TBI TOBOPHUIIIL €PYHAY, KaKasi CunbHas J1000Bb? He fernait crensbix JOTafioK, €CIIU He 3HAEIb», -
LluHMAH yCibIana UCKYCCUI0 MeXIY OBYMs JIIOObMU U Hadasa C HUMU CIIOPUTE.

Cece mogHsIa PyKy U BHIIXJIA Yal, KOTOPHIY iepKaya B PyKe.

«IIurmay, noupem!» L13gH Cece BCTana ¥ U3SIIHO MOILIA IPOYb CO CIIOKOMHBIM BhIpaXkKeHUEM
nuta. Kazamock, 4TO 3TH CIIyXU He UMENHU K Hel HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIEHHUS.

OHu BOBOEM CEJIH B IIOBO3KY H I10€Xaln goMoii. Kak TOIBKO OHHM BHIIIIN M3 TIOBO3KH, K HUM
IIOOOIIJIa MaJIEHbKAd T'OPHUYHAA U coo61u1/1na, YTO BTOPAA I'OCIIOZKa, IIPUTJIACHIIA Cece k cebe.

Ecnu B ocobHsiKe LI3s7H eCTh KaKKe-TO U3BECTHHIE JIIOMIX, TO BTOopas rocmoxa JIo, maTte Cece,
ompenesieHHO OOHa U3 HUX.

Bonee 20 et Ha3ag BoceMHaANaTUIETHSS JIo yXKe Oblsla BTOPEIM KOMaHOUPOM NMUPATOB BocTouHO-



Kuratickoro mopsi. Korma oten; Cece, LI3su dub, yemupsin Boctouno-KuTtalickoe Mope, el OBIJIO BCETO
OBadIaTh j1eT. ['0BOPST, YTO BO BpeMsI IIePBO¥ OUTBE B TOM rofly OHa ¥ LI3sH AHB SPOCTHO
CpaxKkasuch Ha Mope MojaHs. YeM Oobllle OHU CpazXKayiuch, TeM OOJIbIIe OHU BOCXUILNAIUCH APYT
opyroMm. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHa 3acTaBujia MMPATOB IPUHATE IIPeAIOKeHNe UMIIEPaTOPCKOT0 ABOPA.

['oBopsAT, 4TO, KOTAA OHa ellle He Obla 3aMyKeM 3a L[3gH dHoM, oHa Oblla ofjeTa B HEXKHOE
KpaCHOe IIJITaThe, BEPXOM Ha 0eT0CHEeKHOM JIOIIaAN, TPOHOCHIIACE 0 IIYMHBIM YTHIIAM HMIIEPCKOH
cronuubl. OHa OblJTa HEMHOT'O BJIACTHOM, HO B Hell He ObIIO HU KalleIbKK XKeCTOKOCTH, U OHa Obla
TakKas KpacuBas U sgpKas. JTa spKas KpacoTa JIMialia fapa peuu moboro, KTo ee Bumen. OHa
cnegoBarna 3a LI3sH iHoM B OMTBaX Ha MPOTIKEHUU MHOTUX JIET ¥ COBEpIINIa 6ecyrucIeHHbIEe
KOJIMYECTBO BOEHHHIX ITOABUTOB. HaKOHeIl, OHa BHIIIIa 3aMyK B 0COOHSK LI35H 1 cTalla HalOXKHUIIEH.
Xotst TUTyN MapKu3a [luHbaHs L[3sgH dHeM OblT 3aBoeBaH C GOIBIUIMM TPYIOM, IIOJIOBHHA 3aCIyT
[OJIXKHA MPUHAaAIexkaTh eu.

CeropHs B IPOCTOM OBOPHKE Pe3uOeHIInN MapKu3a [I[MHbaHsa Tocmoxka JIo CUIUT B KpPecne u
apemeT. YCbIllaB Iard, OHa MeJIEHHO OTKphIja CBOY SICHbIE YEPHBIE I'JIa3a.

JlerenmapHas XKeHIIWHA, KOTOPas B MPOIIIOM OblJIa BCEMOTYIIEH, TEIephb IMOTHOCThIO OfleTa KaK
3HATHAS I'OCII0XKaA, U BCE €e KEeCTH MOJIHH 0/1ar0POACTBa. B ee rima3ax MOXKHO 3aMETUTh OBLITYIO
OCTPOTY, KOTOpast HAallOMUHAET 0 OBIION ClaBe.

«MamMa, mocMoTpH Ha cebsi, THI ellle 0 KOHIAa He M3JIeYusIach, TOYeMy Thl CUIUIINL Ha BeTpy!» B ee
roJioce CIIbIIIANIMCh HOTKY THeBa. TeJlo ee MaTepH yXkKe He TO, UTO PaHbIle. 3a Tofbl CpaXkeHul ee
TeJI0 ObIJI0 PaHEHO MHOTO pas, ¥ MOCIEeNCTBUS 3TUX PaHEeHU IepepociIi B XPOHUYECKOe
3a0oneBaHue. X0Ts 3a IPOIIEAIINE TOOH €TI0 BEIJIEYUIIH, OHA Bce elle ciaba. Kak Tonpko mopyeT
BeTep, IMOSIBUTCS 00JIb B MOSICHUIIE.

«Cece, T TOIBKO YTO BHIXOAUJIA?» JI0o ABaXKAbI KallJITHYJIa U CIIPOCHTIA, 3aAbIXasiCh.

Cece mopor1ina, cxana PYKH B KYyJIdKH X HEZKHO IIOXJIOIIAdJIa MaTh I10 CIIMHE.

Ona npomenTana: «Mama, Cece Obla HelipaBa, B OyayiieMm Cece OyneT 0oJibille BpeMeHU
IIPOBOJUTHL CO CBOEU MaTephio!»

Jlo ckaszana: «THl yXKe He MajieHbKast. Tebe y:ke BoceMHaALaTh IeT. Tkl He MOXKEIIh IOCTYNaTh Tak,
Kak Te0e 3abmaropaccymuTcs. ¢ cibllliana, YTO MIECTOM IIPUHII BEPHYJCS C TpaHuUIlLl. TBOM oTel]
X04eT MOIIPOCUTH UMIIepaTopa YCTPOUTH TBOIO CBaib0y.»

Pyka Cece 3aMepiia, U ee KyJlak OCTAHOBHUJICS B Bo3myxe. OH X04eT, YTOOH OHU MOKEHUIUCE?

«YT0-TO CHy‘-II/IHOCB?» JIo 3ameTHIa 4TO-TO CTPaHHOE U CIIPOCHUJIa TUXUM I'OJIOCOM.



«Huyero!» Cece ynriOHyIach, MOBEPHYIACh K MAaTEPHU U CKa3ana: «f mymaro, 4TO MIECTOM MPUHIL
BIIEPBBIE 3@ [IOJITOE BPeMSI BEPHYJICS BO OBOPEL] ITOCJIe COBEPIIEHNST BOEHHBIX MTOJBUTOB, T09TOMY OH,
IOIXKHO OBITH, 0UEHBb 3aHAT. MOXKHO OTJI0XKUTH 3TOT OpakK, He HafIo ero TOPONUTh. f Kaaja YeTrpe
rofa, MOTY ITOIOXK/IATh ellle HECKOJIbKO THEMH.»

Ee MaTh XKUBET BO ABOPILIe ¥ HUKOTMA He CIIbIIIAia 00 OTHOIIEHUSX MEXKAY IIeCThIM MPUHIIEM U
IIPUHIIECCOM KOPOJIeBCTBa Baliny, mosToMy e nmydiiie HU4ero 06 9ToM He TOBOPUTH, UTOOH He
BOJIHOBATh MarTh.

JIo KVBHYJIA B 3HAK COTJIaCUsd.

«Bce B mopsimke. TOMBKO YTO TBOM OTEI] IIOCJIAJl KOTO-TO CKa3aTh Tebe, YTO CeroHs BO OBOPIIE
HOYHOU OaHKeT, ¥ OH X0ueT, YTOOLI TH OIejiach U IIOIIa Ha Hero», - ckasaja C J1If000BbI0 rocnoxa JIo
U IIPOTSIHY/a PYKY, YTOOHI 3aIIpaBUTh 3a YIIM pacTpelaHHble Bonock Cece.

I[Tocrne Toro, kKak JIo BhIIIIA 3aMyK B 0COOHSIK L[3ssHa, OHa CMOTJIa POOUTE TOJILKO OOHOTO pebeHKa
13-3a CBOero cj1aboro 3mopoBbs. B rima3zax oKpyxKawIuux B 9ToM peOEHKe HEeT HUYero 0Co0eHHOTO,
OHa IIPOCTO TaJlaHTIMBas OeBouyka 13 PeriueHa. TOIbKO OHa 3HAET, YTO HAaBBIKK OOEBHIX HCKYCCTB €€
[oYepu JOCTUTIIN ee COOCTBEHHOT'O YPOBHS.

9T0 cekpeT Mexny Heu u Cece, u gaxe orel] Cece HUKOrAa 3TOro He 3Hasl. [Iockoneky LI3gaH AHB
He XOTeJI T03BoJIATh Cece 3aHUMAThCS G0EBBIMU HCKYCCTBAaMU, OH CKa3all, UTO XKEeHIIUHEI,
3aHUMamwIecs 00eBEIMU UCKYCCTBAMHU, CTAHYT JUKUMHU. OH HafesICcs, 9YTO er0o OYb CMOXKET BEIUTH
3aMyX 3a 4JieHa KOPOJIEeBCKOM CeMbU U el He Hy>KHO OyneT BlageTh Me4OM.

XOTsI IIeCTOM IPUHI] Ka3aJiCs Cepbe3HBIM YeI0BEKOM, KeHUTh0a C YJIeHOM KOPOJIEBCKOW CEeMbHU
Onvlna mubo 6arocioBeHueM, MO0 MPOKIISTHEM, II0O9TOMY rocmoxa JIo TaitHO o0y4asa CBOIO J0Yb
00€eBHIM UCKYCCTBaM.

[TpocTo Ha KpalHUY ClIy4au.
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