Kak e MHe X0TeJI0Ch [T0eXaTh C MOeH JOPOTo¥ MOAPYToH, HO Hemb3sl. CaMoe mevyaibHOe, YTO KpoMe
mepexXHUBaHUM 3a XKU3Hb U 300POBhe KaTapuHsl, 1 0eCIIOKOMIachk 0 TOM, 4To [IxKapen OyOoeT ¢ Hell B
3TOM IIyTeIleCTBUHU.

Koneuno s rosopio o [xxapene CTooapTe, HaCleqHOM IIPHHIIE HAIIEro KOPOJIEeBCTBa. K MOMEHTY
Haurero ¢ KatapuHoii 3HaKOMCTBa, OHM y2Ke Oblla TOMOJIBJIEHE], YTO [T03BOJISLNIO [IKapeny Bcerga
KPYTUTBLCS PSIIOM CO CBOed Oymyieit HeBecTol. BpeMeHaMu MHE Ka3aJioCh, YTO IIPHUHIT 3JI0M U
JKEeCTOKUH 4esIoBeK, HO, IyMalo 51 0mu0aloch, OH BIIOJIHE HEIJIOX...

OpHako 3T0 He IoBOA 3a0upaTth y MeHsa Moo Kartapuny! f He cornacHa!

C camoro geTcTBa [XKapeq NbeITajCA 3aXBaTUTh BHUMaHUe U MBICIU KaTtapustl. [lepuoguyecku emy
3TO yAaBaJioCh, HO HEHAMONTO, 671aro B TOJI0BE MOEY MOPYTH YaCTO TY/IsSeT BeTep, BEIAYBas Jto0be
BIIeYaT/IeHUS 3a CUMTaHHbIe MUHYTH. OJHAKO B3pOcCiias XXKU3Hb [IPEeNOfHeCIa HEeIIPUITHEIE
cloprpu3kl. f y3Hama, 4To MPUHIT coOupaeTcs XKeHUThC Ha KaTapruHe cpa3y Xke M0ociie OKOHYaHUS
aKaJeMuH, a 3HA4YuT - 3TO KoHeI!

Her, HeT, u e1mie pa3 HeT! 9 mpocTo He MOTY coaThcs 6e3 605, 5 JOJIKHA YTO-TO CHeNIaTh!
[ToppmaBInch 5TOMY CTPEMJIEHUIO g 3aKJII04uia COo3 ¢ Mapu, KoTopas 4yBCTBOBAJIa 110 OTHOILIEHUIO
K [Ixapeny u KatapuHe ToxXe caMoe.

MoxeT ObITh U3-3a HallleTo BMEIIAaTeIbCTBA, @ MOXKET U3-3a BPOXKIEHHOM BeTpeHocTH, KaTapuHa
COBEPIIEHHO He 3aMeyvasia 3aurpeiBaHui [Ixkapena. Mul yx Ob1710 06paioBaIruCh, HO CIYYUIICS
npopriB. KaTaprHa y3Haa O MbIJTKKX YYBCTBAX MPHUHIA U OOJbIIE HE MOTJIA TPUKUILIBATHCS
HETIOHUMAIIKOM. [I3)Kapeq 3TO MOHSI ¥ IIPUHSIJICS aTaKOBaTh HEIIPUCTYITHEIN 6ACTHOH, TO €CTh MO0
IIOJIPYTY, C HOBLIMH CUJIAMH.

[Totomy s 1 He Haxonua cebe MecTa. Bemp ecnu [IKapen Taku Bo3bMeT KaTapuHy B XKeHBHI, TO
MOXKET CKPHITh €€ OT HaC B CBOEM 3aMKe. A s He CMOTY XUTh 06e3 Hee! 4 [omKHA YTO-TO CHOeNlaTh!

[TnaHa moka He OBIJIO, HO CAMOe COKPOBEHHOE MOe KejlaHue - 4To0b KaTapuHa cTana Moen
HEBECTKOM. Ecii 3TO IPor30MIeT, TO I CMOTY BUOETDH ee Korfa 3axouy. Mul OymeM Bceryia psimoM,
CYACTJIMBBEIE ¥ CBOOOIHLIE OT OKOB BCSIKMX IPHHIEB. OMHAKO MOM CTapIiui OpaT, Jaxe He XO4eT
MIOMBITAThCA. ..

Moii crapummit 6paT HuKOJIb HEBEPOSITHO KPaCUBHIM MOJIOfIOM YestoBeK. KpoMe TOTro, OH YyTKUH,
BHUMaTEJIbHbIM, HEKHBIN, YMHBIH, TpaKTU4YeCcKu unean. Kaxmas meByIlKa ropauiack 66 TaKUM
OpaToM, a TOBe3J10 TOIHKO MHe. bnarofgaps cBoeii KpacoTe u HeOOLYHOW aype 3araf0uYHOCTH, MOH
OpaT ObLT 0YEHb MOMYJISIPEH Y IMPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHOIO moia. Ho s To 3Hana, 4To ToNMbKO K KaTapuue oH
HCIBITEIBAET HACTOSIIINE YYBCTBA.

Ho nipu aTOM, OH flaxke He norpo6oBas o4apoBaTth ee! A Benb 51 aBCOMIOTHO YBEpeHa, YTO C ero
CITOCOOHOCTSIMU OH MOXKET 3aBOEBATh Cepplle 000 IeBymKY. [laxke MOel MOAPYTd, HaCKOIbKO OB
BETpPeHoi oHa He Ovlta. Ho oH He xoTen! CkoabKo O 5T HE ITPOCHIIa U He HacTauBaja, Moaydaia OguH
HEU3MEHHBIN OTBET:



- Codusi, 3TO HEYMECTHO. Y Hee yXKe eCTh [TapeHb.

HecMmoTps Ha NpHBlIeKaTENIbHYIO BHEITHOCTH, MOM OpaT ObLI 04eHb CEPLE3HBIM I0HOIIEN. UTO He
MelIllajo eMy, IepUOgUYeCKHy, TOBOPUTE rnynoctu. Hy Kakou napens? [la, ecnu cripocuTs [Kapena,
OH KOHEYHO Xe ITIOATBEPOUT 3THU clioBa. BoT TonbKO cama KaTapuHa, BpAA-Iu AyMana O IpUHIe, Kak
0 CBOeM “mapHe”. Y moKa OHa He U3MeHHUJIa CBOET0 MHEHU s, HYKHO [elCTBOBaTh!

KarapuHa co BceMu Oblla MaKCUMaIbHO OTKPHITA, foOpa 1 Musna. EcTecTBeHHO, OHa BCeM HpaBUJIacCh.
A HEKOTOpHIM [aXke Yepecuyp, U3-3a 4ero INOCTOSHHO Nollafana B epenpsaru. Cama xke OHa 3TOTO,
II0X0XKe, COBEPIIEHHO He 0CO3HaBasa. [laxe [[xKapeny, KOTOPHIH OblI ee 0pUIaTbHIM KEHUXO0M,
TIOHaI0OMI0Ch MHOTO JIET yXaXKUBaHUM, YTOObI COBUHYTH €€ OYJIBIXKHUK HEBO3MYTUMOCTH C JTF0OMMOTO
MeCTa.

- 4 Bcero-nuib GUKTUBHAS HeBecTa InpuHIa [I>Kapena. OH BeiOpan MeHs, Habbl OTBaiUTh
IIPETEH/IEHTOK Ha CBOE CepAlie, AYIIy U KOPOJIEBCTBO.

JT:0601 ameKBaTHBIM YeJIOBEK MOHSII Obl, UTO 3TO MoiHenmas uyms. Ho He KatapuHa. Bel OBl TOJTBKO
BUJIEJTM HACKOJIbKO CEPHE3HO €€ JIUII0, KOTa OHa MPOU3HOCUT 3TH CIIOBA.

KaTtapuHa o60xkara mo60BHbE poMaHkl. COOCTBEHHO TaK MBI ¥ IIO3HAKOMUIIUCH. OHa MpoYsia
MHOKECTBO HeBEPOSITHEIX UCTOPUH, C CAMBIMU PA3HBIMU CIOKETaMH, IIOTOM MPUXOAUTIa KO MHE U MBI
00CyX[Iaiy Tepoes, CIIOPUIIH...9X, BOCXUTUTE/IbHEIE BOCIIOMUHAHMUS.

- Kakon O‘-I&pOB&TE‘J'[BHBIfI IKEHTJIbMEH! - TrOBOpHUJIa KaTapHHa IIociie O‘-IGpGJIHOfI KHUTH: - AX, 3TOT
IIPpUHII, HY KaK HE BIIIOOMTHCSI B TAKOI'O H?II.T.IKY'P

Kazarnoch Ovl, OHa [1oKHa OBITh OMBITHOM B JTIOOOBHEIX [lefiax, XOTs ObI B Teopuu. Ho Kak TOJIBKO [Ies0
MOXOMUIIO 10 PealbHOM KU3HH...

- 9X, MHEe COBCeM He Be3eT C JTI000BbI0, POMAHTHUKOM ¥ TPoyuM. Hy BBl IOHMMAETE..., - BhIflalia OHa
OJIHAX[bl, K ICKPEHHEMY YIUBJIEHUIO APY3€H.

OpHaxXOwl S CIIPDOCHUJIa, ITIOYEMY OHA TdK CHUTAET. Ha ugto KaTapHHa OTBETHUJIA:

- Hy, s Bemp 3mopenika.
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