Il11s1 BCero Mupa, IPOIII0 OKOJIO YETHIPEX MHEH C TeX MOP, KaK MPaBUTENb UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTOUITEI
MCUYe3, UK XKe OKOJIO ITapkl JHEH C TeX IOpP, Kak Te YeTBEPO CMOTIJIU IIOMAcTh B aCTPaIbHOE
IPOCTPaHCTBO. Ho myist HUX... Bce OBIJIO MHa4Ye. MeHblIe BCero oCcTanoch BunTepy, 60biie BCETO —
Onnu. K ToMy XKe, He cKa3aTb, YTO ABTYCT U ABeNlHa ObUIM 0C0060 PAaCCTPOEHHI TEM, YTO UM
IIPHUIIIOCH 3aCTPSATEL B AcTpase. OHM IEePeXUIN MHOTO Bellei, KOTOPhle HUKOT{Ia He CMOTJIH OBl
IIePEeKUTh B HACTOSIIEM MUPeE, HalllI1 MHOT'O CEKPETOB, KOTOPLIE TaK WJIM MHa4e BOJIHOBAIU UX
paHee, U, B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, Y3HAJIX APYT ApyTa Jyy4lie.

Yero He CKaxelllb 0 OCTaJIbHBIX ABOUX. JJIJIM BEPHYJIACh U3 ACTpajia UHOU — ee XapaKTep
M3MEHMIICS, CKJIafbIBajIoCh BIleYaT/IeHHe YTO OHa IlepecTalia foBepsTh BooOie BceM. OHa Iomasa B
COH B AcTpajie, UJIK e B COH BO CHe, YTO MOBJIEKJIO 3a C000ii BeCbMa I'yOUTeNbHEIE TTIOCTIeICTBUS —
10 cJI0BaM BuHTEpa, eMy IPHUILIOCh IPOCUAETH LETyI0 BEUHOCTh, OXPaHssa ee U JOXKUAAsACh, ITI0Ka OHa
CMOXKEeT OYHYThHCS.

HuKTO He MOMHUT, KaK UMEHHO UM yIaJioch BEIOpaThca U3 AcTpana. [la He TO, YTO BEHIOpaThCH,
OOJIBIIIMHCTBO B IPUHLIUIIE HE IOMHUT, YTO IIPOU3OIIJIO C HUMU B ACTpase, TUIb 0OPHIBUCTHIE
netanu. [IpsMo Kak B ClIydasix, KOrfga COH 3aKaHUMBaeTCd U Ha YTPO THl HE MOXKeIllb €r0 BCIIOMHUTb.
Tako# addekT HaOMOOaNCs y Bcex... Kpome Iyin. [1o ee cimoBaM, OHa TOMHUT Bce. U 1o ee Bumy
MOXKHO CKa3aTb, UTO JIy4lle Obl OHa ¥ BIPaBAy HUUEro He moMHuma. C MOMeHTa, Kak el yoamoch
BEPHYTHCS BO BHEIIHUM MUD, OHA BHITJISfesla KaK BeTepaH BOMHEI, IPOIIEeAIINN Yyepe3
HauolaCHeWIlIre CpaXXeHus — ee rjla3a COBCeM He NpUHafexkanu K aToMmy Mupy. Ho Teneps, nocne
TOTO KaK MM YHaJI0OCh BEIOPATHCS... KaXKeTCsl, HacTaJl MOMEHT, KOra OHa Obllla TOTOBA PaccKal3aTh
IIPUYHHEL

[TapagokcanbHO, HO ABryCT ¥ ABellMHa BEPHYJIACH PaHbllle BuHTepa U Ok, XOTh U II0 CJI0BaM
Bunrtepa, ox O6b1 B AcTpajie He Tak A0Jro, Kak ocTajabHbEIe. KaxkeTcs, B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT, OHU
IIPOCTO B3SIIM ¥ MIPOCHYJIUCE... I K€ OHU IIPOCTO He IMMOMHSAT, KAKUM UMEHHO 06pa3oM UM yaioch
BEIOpaThCS OTTyHa. BopoyeM, B acTpasibHOM NIPOCTPAHCTBE OHSITHE BPEMEHU 04eHb Pa3MBITO,
II03TOMY HEYIUBUTEJILHO, UTO KTO-TO U3 HUX BePHYJICA paHblle. [Ipo6ieMa ckopee B TOM, YTO UM
Teleph IOHaA00UTCS BpeMs, YTOOH IPUBHIKHYTh K 00BIYHOMY MUDPY. TPOUM U3 HUX YK TOYHO —
BuHTEpy ¥ TakK HEIJI0X0, OH GOIBIIMHCTBO BpEeMEHHU IIPOCTO OXPAHSII TEJIO JJIJIN.

— HanomHY, Kyma MBI uieM? — 03aJlaueHHO CIIPOCUII ABIYCT, Clienys 3a ABeJIMHOU 10 TOHEHbKOU
TPOIIMHKE, IIPOXOJUBIIIEH uepe3 jiec. — A TO CTpAIITHO y2Ke CTAHOBUTCS, BOPYT Thl MeHS yOUTH 3a
ropogoM cobupaensesi, YTOO y3ypIrupoBaTh TPOH U CTaTh UMIIEpaTPUIIEH.

— OJIJIM TOTIpOoCUIia Hac BCTPETUTHLCS Ha X0IMaXxX PSAJ0M CO CTOIUIEH, YTOOb 0OBACHUTH BCIO
CUTYaIUI0. ITO CTOMJIO CHeJIaTh C CAMOTr0 Havalla, HO, KaXXeTCsI, OHa 10 KaKOK-TO IIPUYNHE He MOTJa.
— Pa3oyapoBaHHO BHIOXHYB, ABeIMHA IPOKPYTHUIIA B TOJIOBE CaMble Pa3Hble HCXOOBl COOBITHIA, TI0
KOTOPBIM y JJUIK MOTJIa OBl OSIBUTHCS MIPUYKMHA HE PacCKa3kBaTh UM 000 BceM. Eil GBITO
HEKOM(pOPTHO OT MBICJIH, YTO OHA B MIPUHIIUIIE MOTJIa IOTEPSITh K HUM moBepue. — OHa cKa3aja, YTo
3a TOPOJOM €CTh HEUTO, UTO IIPOSICHUT BCIO CUTYaIHIO.

Ho takoe yx BnusiHus Actpana. CoObITHS B HEM HAaCTONIBKO PeasbHbl, YTO UX AeMCTBUTEILHO MOXKHO
IepenyTaTh C BHEITHUM MUPOM, IIOTEPSB JOBEpUE K HaCTOAIIeMy. BO3MOXKHO, O/I/IH 3TUM
Pa3roBOpOM X0YeT CIIPaBUTHCS C ITUM U BEPHYTh BCe Ha KPyru cBos. I1o KpaiiHell Mepe, ABeInHa
HaJleeTCss UMEHHO Ha 3TO... [IOTOMY 4YTO [YPHOe IIPEN4YyBCTBUE Y HEEe BCE XKe eCTh.



— 3aBTpa MOs... KKOPOHAITUS», KAXKEeTCS, TaK 9TO HA3hIBAETCS. — ABTYCT BBITAIIUII CBUTOK U3
KapMaHa, ¥ IPOTSHYNI ero ABenuHe. — BoT, mocMoTpH, odpuLiMaIbHBEINA JOKYMEHT. & yXKe IIOr0BOPHUII C
rBapherIiaMy, a IOCjie ¥ C COBETOM MMIIePAaTOPCKOTO 3aMKa — OHM IPHUHUMAIOT IPOU30IIeIee, 1 I
6yny o0BsiBIIeH KaK odUllaIbHEIN HaclIeqHUK IIPeCcToIa.

— W 4T0, U3 COBeTa [lake HUKTO He TIOMBITAJICS OTXKAaTh ce0e MecTedKo Moyylne? — YCMEeXHYBIIUCE,
ABenuHa pa3BepHYyJa CBUTOK. — [laii-Ka IJIsSHY, YTO TYT HaOpocasu...

CrycTs HECKOJTBKO CEeKYH]I YTeHUs, ABEJTMHA OCTAaHOBUJIACh U 3aMETHO U3MEHUJIOCH B uIle. Ha Hel
3aCTHIJIO YTO-TO CPENHEE MEXY YAUBIIEHUEM, y2KAacOM ¥ CHaCTheM ogHOBpeMeHHO. OHa Jaxe
HEMPOHUYHO IPoTepiia cebe riasa, mymas, 9YTO el celyac IPOCTO ITOKA3asioCh.

— YT0 3T0? — CcIpocusa OHa, B3rJISHYB Ha ABrycra. — YTo 3T0 Takoe, ABryCT?

— JIOKyMeHT 0 MOeM BOCXOXKJEeHUM Ha TPOH, Ha YTO JKe 3TO ellle II0X0XKe? — CaMOJ0BOIbHO
YNBIOHYBIINUCH, ABI'YCT CJI0KUJI PYKU 3@ TOJIOBOY U TOXKe 0CTaHOBUJICA. — OPUuuanbHo, 5 elle He
MMIIepaTop, HO BCe yKe IMPeKPacHO BCe MOHKUMAIOT... [I09TOMY 51 pelIuyl BOCIIOIb30BaThCSI CBOMMU
IIPUBUJIETUSIMU 3apaHee, 1 0pOPMUTI ONKMH MaJeHbKUH MOANYHKT, 663 TBOET0 coryiacus. f 3Hai, 3T0
HEYECTHO... HO y Te0sI, KaKeTcs, COBCEM HET ITpaBa BRHIOMPATS.

— «Asrycrt Kauzep III, u ero cynpyra, Asenusa Kausep IV...» — 3aunTana ABenuHa BCIyX. — ThH
4yTO, C yMa couen?! ITo Kakas-To LIyTKa, UJIU 5 BCE ellle HaXx0XYyCh BO CHE?

— Yto ynuBnset Te0st 60mbIle: MpUcBOeHHas Tebe 1udpa Uy cTaTyc Cympyru?

— 4... TH He moJzKeH OB Tak fieaTh, MOHATHO? — TKHYB B HETo IajblleM, CKa3aia ABeNMHA. —
Ho... 51... — cmaBmuch, ABenuHa Kpenko o0Hsma ABrycta. — TH 4TO, Oepelllb MeHs B KEHHI?

— Vxe B3s1. Ho, KOHEUYHO Ke, HYKHO OyIeT ChHIrpaTh CBafb0y MOCIe MOei KOpOHALUH.

— WouoT, ma Kak TH CMeelllb... KakK Thl CMeelllb TaK IMOCTYyIIaTh C JEMOHOM-BAMIIKLPOM, C CAMHUM
BI/IH.IMaCTepOM... — COBEPIIEHHO JOBOJIBHO I'OBOPHJIA OHA. — ABFYCT... crracu6o Tebe.

Kaxertcsi, cefiuac ABenuHa Oblia MO-HACTOSIIIEMY CHACTIIKMBA... ABI'YCT He COBpasl, KOTfla cKa3aJl, YTo
IIOCTapaeTCs ChellaTh Bce, YTOOBI OHA CTalla ellle CYacTiauBee. PaHbIle Okl OHA HEIIPEMEHHO
OTMaxHyJ1ach OT MOJo0HOTO, HO ceiiyac, KOTJa Bce 3aKaH4YMBAJIOCh, ¥ Hee He OBIJI0 He eOUHOM
IPUYMHBL 0TKA3kIBaThCS. Y 9TO MTHOBEHUE, BHE BCSIKUX COMHEHUM, MOTJI0 OBl IJTUTHCSI BEUHO, €CITH
OBl HE OHO «HO».

— 9, pebsiTa, BB UTO TYT Oeflain? — U3 HUOTKY/a BEICKOYUII BUHTED, KOTOPEIM, BUAUMO, TPUMETHIT
uX B jiecy Oynmyuu Hemopaneky. — O6xkKuMaeTech, 3HaYUT? A MBI BacC XJeT...

— JlagHo. — Ckasana ABeNlnHa, OTHENUBIINCE OT ABrycTta. — [IoroBopuM 00 3TOM HEMHOTO IT03XKe,



UMIIepPaTop.

— IlonipemTe co MHOU. — [IoMaHUB UX pPyKou, BuHTEp ylIen B CTOPOHY. — Brl IOYTH Ha MeCTe.

QM XKpaja ¥UX Ha... cKajie. CamMoil HacTosIel CKajle, KOTopasi yXOOula BBEICh, U C KOTOPOU
OTKpHIBAJICSA MOTPACAIOUINY BU Ha MECTHEIE OKPeCTHOCTH. [lo3agu ux XKpoajia UMIepaTopcKas
CTONNIA, & BOKPYT OBLIY Jleca, oI ¥ Hu4Yero 6oyee — IpUpoaa U ToNbKo oHa. KaxeTcs, 3Ta
MECTHOCTh COBCEM He Obllla TPOHYTa JIIOAbMHU, fake YIUTHBAs GakKT, UYTO Ha HAXONUTHCS IIOYTH YTO
PSIOM C UMIIEPaTOPCKOM CTONuUIEed. Bugumo, B ee 9KCIIIyaTaluy He ObIJI0 HyXK[IHL.

Cxkasa 6Obly1a OeNMCTBUTENBHO 00IbINOM. 3a0paBIIKMCh HA CaMyl0 BEPILIUHY, MOXKHO ObIIO 663 KaKuX-
160 MPeNnsiTCTBUY MOHAOMIONATh 3a COJTHIIEM, YTO y2Ke CIIEIINIIO 3alTH TOPU30HT, IIOTOMY YTO BpeMst
67113uII0Ch K 3aKaTy. M3-3a 3T0r0 He60 OBIJI0 HEMHOTO KPAaCHOBATHIM, YTO, B KAKOM-TO CMEICJIE,
HaIIOMUHaJ0 BuHTepy u ABenuHe 0 COOBITHSX MalbHUX BPeMEeH.

— Hrak, 3nmm, Bce B cOope, KakK TH U XOTeJna... — CKa3ajl BuHTep, momoOpaBIIuch K IJIIH, YTO XKaana
y CaMOT0 OCHOBaHUS CKaJIbl.

— OTnuuHO. — YNBEIOHYBIIKMCH, KaK HY B 4YeM He ObIBajI0, JJIIM HAKOHEII-TO J0XKOalach UX ¥ Havasa
unTH Brepen. — [loiimeMTe, s ITOKaXy BaM KOe-4TO Ha CaMOM BEpPXY.

Ckarta Obvlna 1Mo fOCTAaTOYHBEIM HAaKJIOHOM, YTOOBI Ha Hee MOXKHO OBII0 3a0paThCs MENKoM. B KakoM-
TO CMBICJIE, OHA JlaXKe BBHITJISIENIAa PACKOJIOTOM: 6yTO ee Pa3/IOMUIM Ha [IBe YaCTHU ¥ MIOBEPHYITH
00KOM TakKuM 00pPa30M, YTOOBI IT0 HEH MOXKHO OBIJIO CIIeMaIbHO XOOUTh.

YewMm BhIIE OHUM 3a0UpaIUCh, TEM, 0YEBUIHO, Ty4Ille ObIIO BUOHO MECTHOCTh BOKPYT. C TaKOM BBICOTHI
MO2KHO OBIJIO Pa3rIsifeTh CaMble HEOUEBUHbIE IETAJIN: €CJIM TaK IIOCMOTPETh, TO JIEC PSIAOM C
MMIIePaTOPCKOM CTONIUIIEN NeNCTBUTEILHO OOJIBINON, ¥ €C/IM CMOTPETh B IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOKHYIO OT Hee
CTOPOHY, OT CTOPOHEI, B KOTOPOX OHM U BOILJIKA, TO 3TOMY CaMOMY JieCy ¥ He BUAHO Kpas BoBce. Ho
IIOMUMO JIeca, eCTb KaK MaCCUBHEIE XOJIMBI, TaK ¥ POBHBIE I10JI9 TaKUX K€ BHYIIUTEIbHEIX Pa3MEPOB.
[To KpaiiHel Mepe, TOTHUMATHLCS HaBepX ObII0 HECKYYHO.

Ho oco60 BHYIIHTEIEHO, KOHEYHO, BEITJISIENIa CaMa CTOMIIA. YUUTHIBAS, YTO OHA caMa 110 cebe
uMeeT HeoORYHYI0 (opMy, TOPOH BREIT/ISIAEN KaK OJHA OrPOMHAsS KPEIOoCTh, TIHYIIAsACS K He0y — u
Ha CaMOM BepXy HaXOMMJICS TOT CAMBIM UMIIEPATOPCKUM 3aMOK, B KOTOPOM OHHU OBLIIM COBCEM
HemaBHO. OTcioma 0co00 XOPOIIIO CTaHOBUTCS TOHSITHO, HACKOJIBKO CTOJIKIIA OOJIbIIIas.

U BOT, KOTTla OHM y2Ke MOYTH MoJoOpanuch K caMOl BEpPIIMHE...

— Iau MHe cBox Med, BunTep. — HeB3Hauau momnpocuna JJmiu.

— JIoBU. — BUHTEp CHSIJI HOXKHEI C TI0SICA ¥ KWHYJI CBOH MeY TOYHO el B PyKu. — [IOMHHIIIb, B
AcTpare s Toxe Kugan Tebe Med, KOTHa Thl TOTIPOCHIa?



— Ia... — HeOBePYMUBO NMPOTAHyNa Jnnu. [IpsmMo nepen TeM, Kak s IMOTepsiiach B HeM. — Bce Tak
JKe XOJIOJHO MPOJOJIXKKUJIa OHa. — Ho 3Haellb... 3T0, TaK U/IX MHA4Ye, IPUHECIIO CBOU IIJIOMEL.
EnwHCTBEHHOE, 4ero s ceidac 60I0Ch... 9TO TOTO, YTO BCe 3TO — BCe ellle He HacTosdmee. Ho 9To Bednb
HEBO3MOXKHO, IIpaBaa?

— 3T10 B0O3MOXKHO. — COMHEBasiCh, OTBeTHUIIA eli ABennHa. — Ha camoM [ere, Y HacC cerlyac HeT
BO3MOZXKHOCTH Y3HaATh, IIPOCHYIHUCE JIK MBI JO KOHITA UJIX HET.

— ITlonsaTtHo. — Cornacumnach ¢ Hell I, — M Bce ke 3TOT MUP KaXKeTCs MHE PeallbHBIM.

Ha camo# BepluHe ux Xpaajl IyCTOM Marn4yeCKuu Kpyr, KOTOPHIM JJIIX HauepTusia BO BpeMs
otrcyTcTBUSl BunTtepa. OORIYHO Takue KPyTH [eJiaioT, YTOOHI CHelaTh 3aTOTOBKYU M1 KaKOT0-TO
3aKknHaHuA. CTPaHHO, YTO OJIIU He HauepTUJIa BCe 3apaHee — Belb Y Hee OBIJI0 HOCTAaTOYHO
BpeMeHU. Vinu Xe... 3TOT KPYT Ha CaMOM fieJie ¥ eCTh TO, YTO e cefigac OBIJI0 HYKHO?

OcTaBanoch COBCEM HEMHOTO [I0 TOTO, KaK OHU MTOJHSIIMCH OBl K BEPIIHHE, U B 9TO BpeMs IIpuHIlecca
BCE K€ pellrya PacckasaTh UM O TOM, YTO OHa Ha CcaMoM [ejie Halllja B AcTpare.

— BEHI Beib 3HaETE, YTO HA BEpPIINHE MaruyecKuu HepapxXuu CTOUT Marud IMyCTOTHI, BepHO?

— ITa. — OtBeTuna ABenuHa. — Marus BuHTepa, Marus BpeMeHHU U IPOCTPaHCTBA, SBASIETCS II0
CBO€U IIPUPOJE YaCThIO MYCTOTHI.

— Hawm Bcerpma ObII0 MHTEPECHO, YTO HAXOOUTHCS 3a MpefielaMi Maru4ecKou nepapxuu... — IJUIH
BBITAINMIIA MeY CO 3HAKOM 6eCKOHEUHOCTH U3 HOXKEH, ¥, COOCTBEHHO, B3TJITHYJIa Ha 3Ty CaMyI0
0EeCKOHEYHOCTh B PYKOSITKe. — YTO HAXOMUTHCS 3a MpeesiaMu MycTOTh. Y 0TBeT Bcerga mist Hac OB
OHMH — HUYTO. 3a ee IpefeaMyi HUYEro HeT... ¥ TOIfIa 5 BCe IMOHsIa.

Onnu Havalla TOBOPUTH BeChMa (paHAaTUYHO, YBIEYEHHO, UYTO HE MOTJIO HE TOIBKO CMYTHUTh, HO B
UCIyraTh ee Apy3ei. [1o cyTH, B 3TOM HET HUYErO TAaKOro, BeIb OHa C BUHTEPOM [EUCTBUTEILHO
IaBHO MINET OTBET Ha 9TOT BOIIPOC, HO YTO-TO OBIIIO B €€ ToJIoCe ITyTalolllee, TaKoe, YTO MOKHO
IIPOYYBCTBOBAThH TOJIBKO YeJI0BEYECKUM HYyTPOM. by[TO TOBOPUT Ha caMOM [eJie He OHa, He Iy, a
KTO-TO JIMIIb OTHAJIEHHO II0X0XKHWH Ha Hee M3-3a Irojoca.

— B kpuTHYeckuyi MOMEHT, KOTa 1 HaxXOOusachk IIPU CMePTH B AcTpare, S IIOHSIa, YTO BOT OHO... —
paccTaBUB PYKU B CTOPOHEI, CJIOBHO ITOIIPOCUB 00BSATHM, DJIIU YIIBIOHYIach BO BCIO IIUPOTY. —
Hwudato. Hu4TO — 3TO TO, YTO CTOUT IIPEBEILIE IIyCTOTHI.

— BeccMmbiciuna. — Bo3myTuncsa ABryct. — HU4YTO — 3TO HUYTO, ITyCTOTA. THl HE MOXKEIlb IIPOCTO
B34Th U CHEJIaTh YTO-TO U3 HAUETO, 3TO HE UMEET CMEICIIA.

— Huuto n IIyCTOTa — 3TO HE OOHO U TO XK€, IOHBIN HMIIEPATop. U g Bam 3TO JOKaXYy.



Onnu gocTasa U3 KapMaHa CBUTOK, OKyTaHHBIM B cepeOpsHYI0 oIpaBy. PacKphIB ero, OHa
CIIPOBOLIMPOBAJla UCIONIHEHNe 3aK/IMHaHNe, Ha3HauYeHNe KOTOPOro He 3Hall HUKTO... HUKTO, KpOMe
Hee caMoro u BuHTepa, KOTOPHIH U CHeal 3TOT CBUTOK CIEIUalIbHO [J1s Hee, ellle OaBHO. 9TO OBLL...
II0JApPOK, KOTOPHEIY MOT COTBOPUTH TOJIBKO ITyTEIIeCTBEHHUK BO BDEMEHHU.

Ha mraoBenue, dnnu 6e3 ciefa ucyesya U3 Mupa, HO Yepe3 MrHOBEHME BEPHYJACh, BOTIS OT
HeCcTeprnuMoM 60711, KOTOPYIO0 OHa Cefyac UCILITHIBaIa Ha CBOEM Tejie. ITY 60Ib MOKHO OBLIO
CPaBHUThH C COXKKEHNEM Ha KOCTpe — BCe ee TeJI0 OXBaThIBaj XkKap, OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Kaxmas
YaCTHYKa KPOBH B €€ Tejle MeHSeTCs... HO OHA MOTJIA 3TO CTEPIIeTh, IIOTOMY YTO y2Ke YyBCTBOBaJla
nono6Hoe paHee. M moToMy, 4TO Tenepb, HecMOTPs Ha 001ib, et OyfeT Bce paBHO. Temeps, KaKyio OBl
001b OHa He OLIYTUJIAa — MAJIT Hee HUYEro He M3MEHUTCH.

BpeMs u TpOCTPaHCTBO MCKA3UIIOCh, BOJIOCH JJIM OKPACUIIUCH B ellle 60yiee O€T0CHEKHBIN OTTEHOK,
a ee ryasa 3allbIIUIN KPOBaBO-KPACHOW Marndeckou sHepruei. Crtano sSCHO, 4YTO TO, YTO OHa
mepxkaina y cebs B pykax OblJI0 HUYTO UHOe, KaK CBUTOK OeccMepTHsi. BUHTep crenan ero s Hee B
TOM CJTy4ae, eClii HaCTaHeT KPUTUYeCcKasi CUTyallus, KOroa MHOTO BLIXO[la ¥ Hee yKe He OymeT.
Camoe HenmpusTHOe, YTO COBCEeM He OBLIO IMOHSATHO, YTO B TAHHBIM MOMEHT CTAJI0 KaTalu3aTOPOM
BeccmepTHsi — ee CHapsIKeHUEe OCTaJI0Ch HEU3MEHHEIM.

— YTo ke TH Hafesana... — IPOrOBOPHUI BHHTeD, TSI Ha ee IpeBpauieHne. — 3aueM?..

— Bce Hamu mpo6neMbl — U3-3a Maruu... 6eccMepTre, YepHEIE OBIPH], Marndeckue CyIIecTBa,
MOHCTPBL... — IePeYrciuiIa Ju. — Tak moueMy OB MHE He IIOJIOKUTh 3TOMY KOHEII, eCJIU 5 MOTy?
[Touemy OB MHe... He 06paTUThL B Maruio HUUTO, pa3 g MOTy cebe 3TO II03BOIUTE?

OnIu pa3BepHYIach, ¥ MOCIefoBaja K BEPUINHE, K MaTu4eCKOMY KpYTY.

B TO e MTrHOBEHUe, TPOM30LUI0 HEYTO MEHee HeOXKUIaHHOe: ABEIMHA BHITSIHYA PYKY, U B HEH
MaTepUaIN30BaJICs TOT CaMblil apbaneT, KOTophi eit mogapui Anbsdpen. OHa HanpaBuia apbaneT HU
Ha KOT'0 MHOTO, KaK Ha Jyutu. ABenrHa Obllla HacTpoeHa abCOIOTHO CEPhe3HO, U OHA Obla Jaxe
BEICTPEJIUTE B CBOET0 IPyTra I0CyIe TOTO, YTO OHA TOJIBKO YTO CKa3asa.

ABryCT, YBUEB 3TO, TaK XKe 0€3 TEHH COMHEHUH B35JT BUHTOBKY CO CIIMHHEI ¥ HAIIPABUJI €€ Ha
[Tpunueccy. EDUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO OCTAJICS B IIOJTHOM HEIOYMEHUH, 3TO BUHTED — OH He AyMal, 4To
00CTOSTEILCTBA B IPUHIIUIIE MOTYT HOUTH [0 Takoro. OH He MOT ITOfI03peBaTh, YTO B UTOTE €T0
Ipy3bsi 00EPHYTHCSA MIPOTUB APYT ApPYyTra B ONUH yKACHBIY MOMEHT.

— Croii Ha MecTe, HHa4e g BeICTpeni0. — CKoMaHfoBasa ABenynHa, yrpoxas I, — Thl IOHWMaellb
B0OO1IIe, YTO TH CeYac cKasasa?

— 4 ckazana, 4To coOMpaCh CBECTU Maruio Ha HeT. — B3TrigHYB Ha Hee Yepes I1JIe40, OTBETHUIIA
Onnu. — He GymeT Gonblile BaMIupoB, KoH1I0B BpeMeH, YepHBIX OBIP ¥ BCETO TOTO, YTO 3a BCE BpeMs
CIIPOBOLIMPOBaia Marus. JIIoau MPomosIkKaT CBOIO XKU3Hb 0€3 Hee.



— Jltogu — 9TO HEYTO CpegHEee MeXKAY OPTaHUYECKUM CYIIEeCTBOM U MarudecKuM. — [lompaBuia ee
ABenuHa. — Ecnu Maruu He CTaHET, MUJIJTMOHHI JTtofiel TOTuOHYT. BoJibIlle TOJI0BUHBL MUpa
noruOHeT, pa3Be TH He IOHUMaelb? Marus — 3T0 Hallla HeOTheMJieMas 4acTh, I1JIoXas OHA UJIU HeT.
Thl He MOXKeIb IPOCTO BEIPBATh €€ U3 HaCc C KOHLIaMHU.

— 4 I'IOl"I/I6Hy, BI/IHTep IOTHOHET... Thl TOXe IOruOHellb, 3TO IIpaBaa. Ho Takue mogu, KakKuM OBIIT
HN3HAa4YaJIbHO ABI"YCT... OHH, BEPOSATHO, CMOT'YT BBI2KUTh. Kusnb IIPOOOJIZKUTCA 0e3 omacHO’ Maruuy,
JIIOOX HE CMOTYT YHUYTOZKATH IIE€JIbIe ropoaa I10 IMeJIYKY CBOUX IIaJIbIIEB.

— Harm mup 3amonueHn Maruedl. Bcs Hallla MeguLiiHa — 9TO Marusi. Bce BOKPYT... — 3aBEPTEBIINCH
BOKPYT, ABe/IMHA yKa3ajla PyKOH Ha BCE, YTO MX OKPYKajo. — JTO Marus.

— 9710 u ecTh nmpobnema! — Pa3031uBIIMCh, CKal3ana e dmiu. — To, 4To Marus Be3ne! Pa3Be TH He
IIOHMMaelllb, YTO JIy4Ille ee YHUUTOXKHUTD, IT0Ka JIIONU He YHUUTOXKUIN caMux ce6s?!

— {1 He mo3BoIO TeOe pa3pyMIUTh Halll MU, Inu. — CxkaB apbaseT B pyKax, IPEUCIOIHUBIINCH
YBEPEHHOCTh CKa3asia ABeJiHa.

— Mg! He o3BonuM Tebe. — JloOaBum ABTYCT.

— Bunrep... — obpaTunach K HeMy M. — 3aliMU KX, IT0Ka S 3aKOHYY 3aKJIUHAHMUE.

— Hert. — Otka3zancst Buntep. — OHu mpaBel. TH HE MOXKEIIb 3TO CHAENATh.

— Ipegatenu. — CTUCHYB 3yOHl OT 37I0CTH, 3alllUIesia OHa. — f cIpaBiioch u 6e3 Bac.

BricTpet. [TepBLIM COpBaiCs ABI'YCT — OH BBICTPEJIH IIPSIMO € B TPyOb, B IPUMEPHOE MECTO, Iie
momkHO OblI0 OBITH ee cepate. Ho 6eccMmepTue 3y He paboTalo Tak ke, Kak paboTaeT 6eccmepTure
BAMITMPOB... Jaxke ecju Okl ABI'YCT IIOPA3UII ee Cepille, BCe, YTO MPOU3O0III0 OBl — 9TO HCKaXkKEHUE
BpeMeHH, KOTOpOoe BepHYI0 Ol Teo [TpUHIIeCCH B 61aroe COCTOSHUE.

CTOHIIO UM TOJIBKO JIUIIb MOPTHYTh, KaK JIIJIK TYT Ke Wc4Ye3jia U3 MoJis 3peHus. Korma oHu MOHSIH,
r7e OHa OKa3aslack — OBbIJIO yKe CIIUIIKOM MO37HO. [IepBEIM, KTO [TOMa 1oy ynap Oiuid, 65Ut ABTYCT
— OHa pelluia OTOMCTUTh MY 3a CTOJIb HarJIbIi BHICTPEJI, BOH3WJIA Med B €0 CIIUHY, B MECTO, T/ie
TaK K€ IPEI0I0KUTETFHO HAaX0OUIOCh eT0 CEPAIlE, U JIe3BHe IPOLUI0 HaCKBO3b. OHA MPOTONKHYIIA
€ro TaK [aJIeKo, YTO OHO [axKe 3afielio CuHy ABenuHbl. Ho 3a/1e710 HeJOCTaTOYHO CUITBHO, YTOOEI
HaHECTH el CYIIeCTBeHHBIN IIOBPeXKIEeHNUS.

— 4 obpamly Bac B HUUTO. — BrIIepHYB Me4 13 ABI'yCTa, IIpoIIelTana OHa.

Co CTOpPOHEI DM IPOIIIa MOIIHAS BOJIHA, KOTOPas moiaTHyna Buntepy u ABenuny. OHU
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO MaruyeckKue CUJIbI TOCTENIEHHO MMOKUAI0T UX, ¥ TaK Kak oHu 06a gaxe GOJibllle,
YyeM HaIl0JIOBUHY COCTOSIJIM U3 Maruy, 3TO CUJILHO OTPa3UJIOCh Ha UX COCTOSTHUU. TakKuM 00pa3om,



SN OTHSIIA Y HUX BO3MO2XKHOCTBb OuTHCS B IIOJIHYIO CHIIYy, YTO ABTOMATHYECKHH OaBaJIo en OrpOMHOE
IMpenMyIIeCTBO Imepeng CBOUMU OPY3bsIMHU. Hu BI/IHTep, HM ABennHa 00JIbIlle He MOTJIM KCII0JIb30BaTh
Maruio B IPHUHIIUIIE.

CoBepIiuB CKa4oK, 663 TEHH COMHEHUST JJIIM CXBaTUIa BUHTepa 3a meyu U BEIKMHYIA €0 C
00phIBa, TIOCTIE YETO B TOT K€ MOMEHT BEPHYJIach, YTOOH MIPUKOHUYUTH ABENTUHY. ITO He Oblla Marus
BpeMeHH, HO Marus IpoCTPaHCTBa — OHa MCIIOJIb30Bajla ee Tak OBICTPO, UTO Ka3anoch OyoTO OHA U
BIPSIMb OCTaHABNIUBAET BpeMsi. BUHTED ellle He yCIIeNl MOTePsSITh U3 MO 3peHUs ABENUHY, a JJIU
yxe Obljla 3a ee CIIMHOM — OHa BCepbe3 HaCTpoeHa YOUTH UX.

ABrycT ynasn no3afu ABeJIMHH, HO OHa He Hama B cebe cuil 00epHYTLCS — OHa He X0Tesla
obopayuBaThCs, IOTOMY 4TO He XKejlala IPUHUMATh PeanbHOCTh. JJIU Habpocunach Ha Hee,
cobupasick JoOUTh, HO ABeNlMHA BOBpEMs [I0LCTaBuIa apOaeT IO ee yaap, ¥ OH IOCIIyXKUTI el Kak
muT. CTans apbaneTa IPOTHYJACh, U OH pa3/ieTeNiCs B ENKH OT ee yaapa — JJK Obljla HaCTOJIBKO
ceryac CUJIbHA, YTO ObllIa CIIOCOOHO TaK IIPOCTO YHUUYTOXKUTH €T0.

OcTpshIli 0CKOJIOK OT ap6asieTa MpoIlest MonepekK Trila ABeTMHbL, OCTABUB TJIyOOKUH IIpaM U JIUIIUB
ee mpaBoro riasa. Y XoTh TUIIKUTHCS TI1a3a ObII0 HaMHOT0 6oiee 601e3HEHHO, YeM BO0OIIIe MOXKHO
cebe mpencTaBuTh, ABenrHa COKyCHPOBalach Ha aTakywomel [IpuHIlecce U TPUTrOTOBUIACh HAHECTH
yaoap. Bonb Memana e Tak, Kak HUKOTa PaHbIIle, HO, ECJTM OHA Celdac IO3BONIUT ce6e OTBIIEUhCH. ..
BCe MMPUHECEHHBIE XKEePTBH OyIyT HAIIPACHHL.

— IMpupu TO, YTO MOOEXKAAET BCe! — BOIIPEKHU MPOUIOLIEIIEMY, pyKa ABETMHbI 3aCBETHUIIACS,
3HaMeHys 0 TOM, YTO OHa BCe ellle MOXKeT MCIO0JIb30BaTh Marui. — 4Uy...

Ho ona cHoBa He cMoria. CHavasa, Iiu oTpyOuia e pyKy ¢ CaMoro OCHOBAHMS, U CPa3y 3a 9TUM
IIPOH3MJIa TOPJIO, pa3pyLIuB JIe3BUeM Meda aMyJjieT, KOTOPBIYA OHa mojiyuusia B Actpane. [laxe
HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4TO ABeJIMHA BCe ellle MOTJIa UCII0JIb30BaTh Yyfeca... OHa He ycIena.

— Tw HUKOTTIA He 3aKOHYHIIb 9TO 3aKJIMHaHUe. — [IpolrenTana e Ha yxo Jnnu. — Hukorga.

ABenuHa CIIO/IHA OIIyTHIa 60/Ih, HECKOHYAEeMBIN 3Kap, KOTOPHIM 0XBAaTUII €€ TeJI0 POBHO B TeX MeCTaXx,
10 KOTOPHIM JJITM ¥ HaHecsa yaap. Ho oHa He Kpuyana oT 6071, Kak momo6aeT HOpMaaIbHOMY
Yyel0BeKy — ABejIMHA ymaja Moj4a. TpymHo ObIIO 0CO3HATh, YTO BCE 3TO He IjIoxas ITyTKa, a
CypOBasi peajbHOCTh. JJIJIX B OMMH MOMEHT CBeJla Ha HeT BECh UX Maru4eCKUi MMOTEeHITHAI,
BOCITO/Ib30BABIIKCE UX JoBepreM. OHa II0Ka3aia, HAaCKOJIbKO OeCIIOMOIITHE JIIOK, He BiIafelolre
Maruei B CpaBHEHUHU C TEMHU, KOTOPBIE BIAEIOT e10.

AmyneT pacracs, Ho mpexfe, Y4eM pa3jIeTeThCsl BO BCe CTOPOHBI, OH UCLIENIUIT PaHEHUE Ha ee Iee —
¥ XOTh 9TO He BEPHET e PYKY, BO3MOXKHO, 9TO HacT ABejIMHe IIaHC YTO-HUOYOb IPUAYMATh IIPexXe,
yeM OHa YMpEeT OT oTepu KpoBu. Ho, mpobrema Orlna B TOM...

YTo OHA He MOorIa.



— ABTYCT... — MPOTSIHYB OCTABIIEIOCS PYKY K TeIy ABTyCTa, YTO CKAaTHUJIOCh BHU3, KAJTOCTIIMBO
IPOTsSHYyNa oHa. — OTBETh MHE, ABTYCT...

BmecTo Toro, 4TOOH IpUAYMaTh KaK BEIOpaThCS U3 3TOTO I0JI0KEeHUs, ABenunHa cobpasa Bce CBOU
CHJIBL IJIS1 TOTO, YTOOHI IIPOCTO [OTOJI3TH OO HEro — B IIyOMHe OYIIN OHa Hafessach, 4YTo ABTYCT BCe
ellle XKWB, Be[b OHU BEIOMPANIUCh U3 HAaMHOT'0 XYOIIEN CUTyalldd. B3sITh TOT XKe TOT Cliy4all B
MMIIePaTOPCKOM 3aMKe, KOTfla X PacCTPESIsIii — 10 CPaBHEHHUIO C 39TUM, ee HbIHEeIlIHNe PaHeHus
HUYTO... 10 KpaiHel Mepe, UMEHHO TakK OHa JyMaja.

IToka He BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO UX TOJIBKO YTO JIUIINIIN Maruu.

— Tl He MoxXKeIb Too6emaTh MHE CBaib0y U TYT K€ yMepeTh... — B35IB €r0 3a PyKy, CKa3aJia OHa. —
He moxe1sb... yMepeTs... cenyac...

HepeBepHYBH.II/ICb B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, OHA HaME€THUJIda BUHTOBKY ABFYCTa U IIOIIBITAJIaCh JO HEe
OOIIOJI3TH, YTOOBI choejlaThb BEICTPEII. Bo3M0X&HO, OHa HAUAEeT B cebe cun BEICTPEJIUTE B HEE...

Ho, mepeBepHYyBIINCEL Ha CIUHY, ABeJIMHA TIOHSJIA, YTO CUJI Y Hee OOJIbIle HeT.

2Kap ucues, u ABesrHa TOUYBCTBOBaIa HECKOHYAaeMEIH X001, He Tako#, OT KOTOPOTO MOXKHO OB
IIOJTy4YXUTh 0OMOPOXKEHUE... & TOT, KOTOPHIH JIIOOY OIIYIIAi0T, KOTMla OHU 3aXO[AT B TEMHEIE NIEIEPH,
uny Xke nonsansl. CEIPOX X0JI0f, KOTOPHIM BEI3BIBAET MypPAIIKY 110 BCEMY Telly. ABeNMHa 4yBCTBOBala
B CBOEU XU3HU TaKOe JIUIIb HECKOJIBKO Pa3 — KOrAa BHUII 3aKkIII04mI C Hel KPOBHBIM KOHTPAKT, U
KOI'7la pa3fioM BO BpeMeHH 3a0pall ee faneKo-faneko oT ceMbU. Ho X0/10M, KOTOPHIM OHA YyBCTBOBAJIa
ceryac... OH ObIJT CAMBIM SIBHBIM, CAMBIM SIDKUM U3 BCEX.

Mup pacTasii B ee Tla3ax 3a 0qHO MrHoBeHHE. OHa 00JIbIlle He YyBCTBOBAIA 60U OT PaHEHUH, JIUIITh
YyBCTBO... HEIIOHUMaHWUS IIPECIENOBAJIO € N0 CAMOT0 KOHIIa. M BOT KOT]a OHA IIOHSIJIM, YTO 3TO
KOHEII... KOT[la OHa MOHsJIa, YTO Aajblle yXKe Hu4ero He OymeT — el cTajo cTpairHo. Eif XoTenoch
KpUuaTh OT cTpaxa. Ho OHa yKe He MOrIJa, IOTOMY 4TO GblJla MepTBa.

OHa oKa3ajoCh B TOM CaMoOii IyCTOTe, U3 KOTOPOU He OBIJIO BEIXOfIA.

Ona npourparna.
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