CHBI — 9TO OJHA M3 TEX Bellei, KOTopas OTIHYAeT JIIONeH OT OPYTHX CylecTB. JIrogu HaMHOTO 6ojee
YHUKAJbHEI, YeM JTI00MMBIE IPYTHe KUBLIEe CYIIeCTBa caMu 10 cebe, HO CHOBUIEHHS... — 3TO TO, YeT0
HET HU Y KOro Apyroro. 2KHBOTHHIE He BUAST CHOB, MPAKOHE HE BUOSAT CHOB... JIIOOKIE Pa3yMHbIe
Maru4ecKue CyIecTBa Tak JXXe He BUOST CHOBUAeHUs. Ho Mmooy BUOST.

Bce CHBI IPOUCXOASAT 37€eCh, B ACcTpane. IT0 MECTO He UMeeT CBOel UCTUHHOU (POPMEI, OHO LI TMKOM
¥ TIOJIHOCTBIO COCTOUT U3 JIIOACKOM QaHTa3uu U KelaHuM. 3a0aBHO, 4TO JIIONX HA CAMOM [iejie He
[OrafbIBaTLECS O TOM, YTO IIPOUCXOALIEe B UX CHaX B CAMOM [ieJle UMeeT BOIUIOLIeHHe Toe-TO TaM, 3a
IpefenaMy BHEIIHEro Mupa. JIIonyu NPUBEIKIM BOCIPAHUMATD 3TO KaK... TQJUIIONUHALIAY, KOTOPHIE
IIOPOXKJaeT UX pa3yM, U 0TYaCTU OHO Tak U eCTh, B caMoM fiesie. Ho MOpoXKaeHUs 4eI0Be4eCKOro
pa3yMa HaMHOro 0oJiee CylleCTBEeHHEI, Y4eM MOXKHO OblJI0 OB IOgyMaTh, 0COOEHHO, KOTfa gejio
KacaeTCs 4eJloBeYeCKUX CHOBULIEHUN.

Bce, 4TO HE MOKET CIYYUTHCST BO BHEIIIHEM MUPE, CITy4aeTCs 3[eCh — 3TOT MUP HE 3aBUCHM OT TOTO,
YTO IPOUCXOMNUT TaM, B HACTOSILEM, HO 0€3 HET'O €r0 CYIIeCTBOBaHKE OYIET CTOSITh II0T COMHEHUEM.
Benb ecnu B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT JIIOU ITePECTaHyT BUOETh CHEI, TO B ACTpaJie OCTAaHYTCSI TOJIBKO TaK
Ha3kIBaeMble IIPU3PAKU — TO, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT YeJI0BEYECKHX [AYII. ITO HEe HEYCIIOKOEHHEBIE OYIIH,
KaK MOXHO OBIJIO OBI TOAYMATh... 3TO TO, YTO OT AYIIX OCTAeTCs. I'me-To B rmyOruHe 3TUX MPU3PAKOB
COKPHBITA UCTUHHAS TUYHOCTD UX BiIafieNiblia, 100 YeIoBeYeCKue NyIIu BeYHH, HO B ACTpase OHU
IIPEICTaBIAIT U3 cebs mumb TeHb ce0s. OHM He MOTYT 001IaThCs TaK, KakK MOTYT O0IIaThCs
IPU3PAKH JIIOfIed BO BHEIITHEM MUpe.

AcTpan — 3T0 MecCTO, Ky[a OTIPaBISIOTCA OYIIY Jiofer. Y AcTpaia HEeT Hayaa, U y Hero HeT
KOHIIA... TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK ¥ HeT KOHI[a AyllaM, KOTOpPhIE CYIIIECTBYIOT B 3TOM HEBO3MOKHOM MECTE.
B caMoM piene, 3TO upeanbHbIM BapUaHT A7 CofepKaHUs 0€CCMEPTHRIX Oyl — OHU HE 0CO3HAIOT
cebst co00ii, OHU MTPOCTO CYIIECTBYIOT, ITOPOXKaas co00M OeCKOHeUHbIe BapUAHTEI COOBITHM, KOTOPEIE
MOTYT OBITh IIOX0KX Ha COOBITHS BO BHEILITHEM MMPE, @ MOTYT IIPEICTABISATh COO0M YTO-TO
COBEPIIEHHO HepeanbHOe. 1o KpaliHel Mepe, B TaKoM «(haHTa3uKU» OHU MOT'YT OCO3HABATh ce0sl, OHU
MOTYT He 3a0bIBaTh, YTO OHU Ha CaMOM fiejie OBIIU U eCTh JIIOOH. ..

OnHy HUKOT[a He MOUMYT, YTO Ha CaMOM feJie HaXx0OaTcs Hurge. HUKorga He 0CO3HAIOT 4TO TO, YTO
OHM BUST — 3TO BCETO JUIINL UX (PaHTa3us, U Ha CaMOM fieJie B 3TOM MUPE HUYETO HET.
EnuHCTBEHHAas omopa, KOTopas nofagepxXuBaeT ACTpall — 9TO CHBEI HbIHE KUBYIIUX BO BHEIIHEM MUPE
JIIOJIeN U IIPU3PaKO0B, OYII JI0el, KOTOPhIE IIoNafaloT CIofa ocjie OKOHYaHus Xu3Hu. [1o cyTy,
acTpajbHOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO — 3TO OfUH OOJIBIION COH, ¥ IPU3PAKHU, UJTH Ke AYIIN JTIONEeH... OHU BUAT
OeCKOHEeYHBIY COH, KOTOPHIM HUKOTAA OJ1s HUX He 3aKoH4YuTCS. Y Actpan OymeT CylecTBOBaTh A0 TEX
TI0p, TTOKA €CTh KTO-TO, KTO CIIOCOO0EH BUIETh CHOBUIECHMSI.

9T0 MOXKeT 3BydYaTh yKaCHO, Oy[ITO 3TO AeMCTBUTENIbHO TIOPhMa, Koel JIIoOBUT 1 Ha3Basl acTpajibHOe
IIPOCTPAHCTBO, HO... BCE 9TO HEHACTOsIIee HaCTOJIBKO kKe, HACKOJIbKO OHO HacTosllee — It
BHEIIIHET0 MUpa JelCTBUTEINIbHO, BCe 3[eCh OyeT Ka3aThCs HEHACTOSAIIMM, HO Ha CaMOM [eJie 3TOT
MUD TaKOU Ke HaCTOSIINM, KaK ¥ BHEIIHUHU. Bce, 4TO IPOUCXOOUT 30eCh — He UIITI03U... IPOCTO
OHO KaXKeTCS TAKOBBIM IJI5T OOBIYHBIX, JKUBHIX JIIOEH.

ACTpaJ'I TIIO3BOJIAET JIIOOAM BUOETH TO, YTO XO0UYET BUOETH UX PA3YM — U XOTh [€JI0 TdK XKe KaCaeTCsd
KOIIIMapoOB, B 3TOM Hd CaMOM [eJjie HET HU4YEero IIJI0OXO0TrO. 3mech 4eI0BeYEeCKHe OyIIn MOT'YT HaBCeTda
YIIOKOUTHECA C MUPOM... 30€Ch, OHH YBUIOAT TO, YE€T'0 OHU XOTEJIN 00JIbIIIE BCETO U HHUKOI'ma HEe CMOI'JIK



OBl YBHUIOETE BO BHEIIIHEM MHUDE IIPU ZKU3HHU. HYCKafI 1 C KOIIMapaMHu.

9TO BeCbMa MUJIbIM MUD. HO XKMBBIM MIOASIM 30€Ch HE MECTO.

— Temeps 5 MoHUMal. — CfesnaB mapy IIAaroB Bepe, ABeIMHA CII0XKUIA PYKK 3@ CIIMHOH U
HArHYJIaCh BHU3, YTOORI B3TJITHYTh Ha JIMIIO ABTyCTa, BaISIOIIEroCs Ha TpaBe. — Temeph s IMOHUMAIO,
110 KaKOoMy NpuHIMNy paboTaioT yyneca. [IoHuMalo, Kyga AeBaloTcs Oyumu nociae cMeptu. C 3Toun
nHGOpMaIKeH... S CMOTY MPUAYMATh MHOTO Bellle#, KOTOPEIE TIOMOTYT MUPY.

— MeHd 00 0TKa3a 3arpy3uiii Maruiueckou SHepruer U He TONbKO, HaflesCh, 9YTO I CMOTY
BOCIIOJIb30BaThCS CTOJIb 3aMaHUYMBOM «CUJION»... HO IpaBAa B TOM, UTO KOJIIYH U3 MEeHS HUKAKOu, 1
BCe, YTO 5 MOTY — 9TO IIPOCTO XPaHUTh 3Ty CaMyl0 3HEPruio. — Pa3oyapoBaHHO B3[I0XHYB, ABTYCT
IIPOBEJI PYKOM I10 JIUITY, IIBITasiCh 0CO3HATh «PeayibHOCTh» IIPOUCXOOsIIero. — My Kak BEl TaM cebst
Ha3bBaeTe... Maru? Bonmebuuku? Kynecuuku? Bac He pa3bepelsb...

— 4 npennovuTta «Maru». — YCMexXHYBIIUCh, ABeJIMHA [IPOTSHYIa eMy pyKy. — Ho MeHs THI Bce
ellle MOXKelllb Ha3blBaTh ABeIMHOU YynecHou. Benp s TBOpIO 4yfmeca, a yymeca...

— INa-ma, yymeca — 9TO He COBCeM Marus. — [IpuHSB pyKy moMoIIM, ABTYCT Hallen B cebe CHUIT BCe
JKe BCTATh C 3eMJIH, IIPUXBATUB C COO0M PEBONBBED. — 3HAEIb, MHE OBIIO OIUHOKO.

— Ero Gonbille HET, He TaK MU? — OMYCTUB I'1a3a, Cipocuiia ABenuHa. — JIoaBuUra.

— Kaxertcs, OH HaBcerfa OCTaHeTCSd CO MHOM... — B35IB PEBOJIbBED 3a AYJIbHYI0 YacCTh, ABIYCT
II0Ka3aJl ABelMHE Marn4yecKylo IrpaBUpPOBKY ¢ uMeHeM «Jlrogsur». — Ha caMoM ferie, 1 Tak paf, 4To
THI KAKAM-TO 00pa3oM Hallllla MeHsl... IIOTOMY 4TO 5 Okl Te6si TOUHO He Hallle.

— MHe xainb, ABrycT. — BUHOBaTO CKa3aja ABeWHA, IPOUTHOPHUPOBAB YaCTh PO «Ce0sI».

— YV MeHs HET HUKAKOro XeJlaHusl 00peMeHsTh Te0s1 MOMM HHITheM. TeM 6oiee, 9YTO MO
He3a/lau/IuBLI OpaTt 9Toro caM 3axoTell. YTo 6osee BakHO... — 06paTUB BHHMaHUE Ha aMyJeT y Hee
Ha mee, ABTyCT mpomokuia: — KaxeTtcsi, T Toxke 003aBejiach KaKOH-TO 0OHOBKOM.

— Bce 3T0... — OTPOHYBIINUCH 10 aMyJieTa, 3aroBopuil ABenuHa. — He uMeeT 3HaueHUs, II0Ka MbL He
BhIOEpPEMCSt BO BHEIIHUM MUpP. KaxkeTcs, MBI 3aCTPSIIN 3[0eCh HATOITO.

— TBI HE MOXKEIIlb TaM YTO-HUOYOb HAKOJIMOBATh, YTOOK BEPHYTHCS 006paTHO? ThH XKe ABeTHHA
YynmecHasi, Kak TH caMa ce0st Ha3bIBaelllb, TaK YTO [laBal, IIopa 3a paborTy.

— [IpoGneMa B TOM, YTO ¥ MeHSI HET HU MaJielIiel uaeu 0 TOM, KaK MOXKHO OBIJIO OFHL...

OO60pBaBIIKCH Ha TIOJTYCIOBe, ABeNIMHA 3aMeTHIa, YTO MUP BOKPYT HUX PaclafaeTCs — JepPeBbs,



KaMHHU ¥ TpaBa MCYe3al0T, Jaxe HeO0 CBOMM BHIOM ITOCHITIAJIOCh, MEHSISICh Ha COBEpPIIeHHO uHoe. 1
KOTZa OH pacIaJics 0o KOHIIA, CTAJIO SICHO, YTO OHKM OKA3aJIUCh B COBEPIIEHHO IPYTrOM MECTe... B
3UMHEM TI0J1e C GOJIBLIUM CJIOEM CHEeTra, HelomaneKy OT KOTOPOro HaXOIUJICS BBICOKUH JIec ¢
XBOMHBIMU JIepeBbIMU. VIM He OBIJIO XOJIOMHO, KaK B 00BIYHOM MHUPE, OHM CKOPEe OIIyIIaau JIHIb
JIETKYIO IIPOXJIafly Ha CBOEM Teje.

3mech OBLIO BeCbMa... KPAaCUBO, HABEPHOE, OOHO U3 CAMBIX SIPKHUX MECT, KOTOPOEe MOXKHO OBLIO OB
Ha3BaTh «3UMHUM». ABT'YCT BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb IIPOBETI B CTOJIUIlE, ¥ B TON0OHOM 00CTaHOBKE OBIBAT
TOJIBKO JIUIIL HECKOJIBKO Pa3, KOT/ia BEIOMPAJICS 3UMOM Ha 3aflaHus 10 IpUKa3y LepKeu. Ho mo
CPaBHEHUIO C MECTHOCTBIO B MIMIIEPATOPCKOM CTOJIUIIE, 3TO OBLUIO TPOCTO HEUTO — 3[EeCh HUKOTO He
OBITIO y2Ke MHOTO BpEMEHH, a IIOTOMY MECTHOCTH BHITJISIIETIa COBCEM HETPOHYTOM. [laxke IMoJe PSOoM,
KaxkeTcs, ObLJI0 COBCEM 3a0pOIIEHHEIM, XOTh U ObIJIO BUTHO, YTO TO YEJIOBEYECKUX PYK €TI0 — 3[IeCh
STBHO KOTZA-TO YTO-TO BRIPAIIUBajK. PaHee.

9T0 MecTo OLIJI0O 3HAKOMO ABEJIHHE.

— Hert... — XanocTnuBo NpoTsanyna ABenrHa. — [loueMy UMEHHO 9TO MECTO... I0YeMY UMEHHO 3TO
BpeMsi rofia?.. — OTJISIAEBUINCh BOKPYT, OHA OyOTO MbITarach HAWTU KOTO-TO, HO He MOTJIa.

— I'me 9T0? — Tak e OTISAOEBIINCH BOKPYT, CIPOCKIT ABTYCT. OTO TOYHO Haxe He 6JIU3KO0 K
UMIIEPaTOPCKOY CTONUIe, HHAYe Obl OH, CKOPee BCEro, y3Haul Obl IPUMEPHOEe MEeCTONOJIOKEHUEe 9TOU
MEeCTHOCTH. [la ¥ UMIIePaTOPCKOi CTOUIIL Ha TOPU30HTE COBCEM HE BUIHEETCS.

— OTO 1moe, YTO HaXOOUTCSI pdAooMm C CeBepHOfI CTONUILEN. ITO... JaIeKoe IIpouiioe, ABI"YCT.

— Ilone psimoM C ceBepHOU CTONUIEN? JTO THI IIPO TY, KOTOpas IpuHaaiexana Buatepy?

— Het. — OrnsHyBIIUCH Ha J1ec, ABeNMHA 3aKOHYHIIa: — ITO TIPO Ty, I7ie S POAUIACh.

OpuH pas, B XOJIOOHBIM 3UMHME [eHeK, 0Tell ABeIMHA B35/ ee ¢ C000M, YTOOBI MOKa3aTh OKPECTHOCTH
CEeBEPHOM CTONHUIIEL. B TOT meHb, M0003HATETLHOCTh ¥ UTPUBOCTh ABEJTMHEI B3SIJIH BBEPX
OIHOBPEMEHHO, U3-3a Yero OHa MaJl0 TOr0, YTO pelusia IOUTrpaTh CO CBOMM OTI[OM B MPSATKHU, Tak elle
U yiina BriyOs neca. HaliTu ee OBIIO JOCTATOYHO JIETKO... IO TEX IOP, ITOKA HE IOoIIes 00UIbHBIN
CHEeromaj, KOTOPHIM 3aMeJI BCe ee CJIe[bl, © BMECTe C 9TUM CII0CO0 ee HaWTH.

ABenuHa yMeJsia XOpOIIO NPATAThCS, U, IOITOMY, Y €€ 0TIla He 0CTaBaJIoCh HYA eAUHOTO 1anca. M XoThb
OH U TIOIIPOCHJI TIEPECTATh €€ AYPauUThCS, IOTOMY YTO 9TO MOXKeT OBITh OTIacHO... OHa, KaK
KaHOHUYHBIHM HETIOCNYIIHEIY pebeHOK, 0OUeBUIHO, He TOCIyIIanach, ¥ pelinna nomyTuTs. llyTka
[0IIIJIa OO TOTO, YTO OHA MOTEePsIach, ¥ TEIEPh yKe HU OHa caMa, HU ee OTel] He MOTJIU IIOHATh, TOe
OHa ceuvac HaxoguTcs. Eii rpo3usa cMepTesibHas OIaCHOCTb.

— ABenuHa! ABenuHa-a-a! — Kpuya ee 0Tell, Tpo6upasiCh CKBO3b MIOTHEIE CYTPOGEL.



O0tayeHHBIH B CTABHOM HOCIIEX C 0€JIOCHeXKHEIM MEXOM Me[IBe[s Ha IIJleYax, ee OTell IeJI BIepe,
MeX[y JIECOM M II0JIeM, TTEITasCh BEICTIEIUTh CBOIO MOUYYPKY. M X0Th ABe/IMHaA CHelaia 3TO caMa, OH
BCe ke 0eCKOHEYHO CUIbHO BUHUII ce0s1 B TOM, YTO He YCJIeUII 3a Hel 1 BOOOIIe TT03BOIUI
IeicTBOBaTh Tak 6e3pacCyqHO 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K cebe. MEICIIEHHO, OH yXKe B T'0JI0BE ITPOKPYYHBaIl
HaUXyMILINe BapUaHTH, HO B TOJI0OBE TBEPHuUI cebe, UTO ero JoYb YMHA ¥ Haf[eK Ikl TePSITh He CTOUT. Y
Hero etre OBIJIO BpeMsi, YTOOBI HAWTH ee BOBPEMs.

ABenuHa ¥ BIpaBay Obl/Ia TOBOJIBHO HETJIYIIOW B METCTBE, HO ceiyac, KaK 9TO TOBOPUTHCS, IITHIIO B
3a[IHUIE 3aUTPAJIO, ¥ OHA PeIllrjia UCIHITAaTh HEPBE CBOETO OTI[Aa CAMBIX H30IIPEHHEIM CII0COO0M, He
TIOM03PeBasi, YTO OHA CaMa IT0 UTOTY He TOJIBKO CaMa OKaXKeTcsl B GOIBIIOM OMMaCHOCTH, HO U
TIOCTABUT TIOJ COMHEHUE CYLIeCTBOBAHUE UX CEMbH. Beflb eCiii OHa yMpeT... HY, IPeACTaBbTe, KAaKOTo
OymeT ee POOMTENISIM, U, B YaCTHOCTH OTIy, KOTOPEIK COOOIIUT 00 3TOM ee MaTepHu. UX XKU3Hb
OykBasbHO OymeT OKOHUYeHa. [leTel Helb3s ITPOCTO 3aMEHUTb.

Huxkoro u3 61u3Kux J'IIOI[GIZ HEeJIb3s IIPOCTO B34ATh U 3aMEHUTE.

— OW BHI, [BOe! — KPUKHYJI ee OTell, MPUKPHIBasCh PYKOU OT CHera. — Bel He BUAENU AEBOUKY? B
3UMHeH ofjeKKe, B CaloxkKax... ¢ 6eJIBIMK BOJIOCAaMU ¥ KPaCHLIMHU TJla3aMu!

ITpsiMo cefigac, ee oTell oOpalrancs Kak pa3 K ABenuHe U ABTYCTY, KOTOPHIE CTOSITTA HEIIO[alleKy.
[ToHayvay OHU IOTYMaJld, YTO PSIOM C HUMHU €CTh ellle KTO-TO, HO, KaK 0Ka3aJioCh, HUKOTO KpoMe
HUX 3[IeCh HET, ¥ ee OTell TOYHO 00pallaeTcs: K HUM.

OHM [TOHKMAJIX, YTO OHHM Celuac HaXOOATCS B ACTpase, ¥ 9T0, CKOpee BCero, He MMeeT HUKAKOIo
OTHOIIEHHS K PEasbHOCTH, HO MIJIsi ABEJIMHE 9TO OBIJIO CJIOBHO IyTEIIECTBUEM BO BPDEMEHH. .. KaK
Oynro BuHTep B35 U IIepeHec ee Ciofa, Ha MHOTO JIeT Ha3aj. Bompoc ee oTIja BOTHAJI €€ B CTYIOp, U
OHA He MOTJIa PEeIIUThLCS, CTOUT JIM eMy BOOOIIE YTO-TO OTBEYaTh.

3aMeTuB, 4YTO Te [IBOe MepPerIsOrBAIOTCS, ee OTell KpUKHYII elre pa3: — IloxkayicTa, sT yMOJISO Bac!
Ecnu BB BULEH €€, MO0 MOYb... CKaXKUTe MHe... IOMOTUTE ee HalTH.

— ABH, 4 He 3Ha0... — TUXO IIPOrOBOPUJI ABIYCT, I'Idfd Ha ABenuny. — ...

— OHa Ha riaBHO#M gopore. — Tak ke TUX0 OTBeTHJIa ABeIMHA, Halifs B cebe CUJI IIOCMOTPETh Ha
cBoero oTia. — OHa Ha I'JTaBHOM IOpOre, KOTOpas BeJeT B CEBEPHYIO CTONULY! — CKa3ajla OHa yXke
rpoMue, TEM CaMbIM IT03BOJIMB CBOEMY OTIIY XOPOIIIO PACCIIHIIIATL €6 CKBO3b METEb.

— Ha rnaBHOM gopore? Brl yBepeHS, 4TO 3TO Oblsia OHa? Mos foub Ovlna ofeTa B...

— Benbiil TKaHeBHIH mapd, YepHbe CamlokKKY, AbIPSBHIE TePUYaTKU... CepeOpUCThie BOJIOCH U KpacHLIe
r7nasa, IpsIMO KaK y IPOKJIATHX OeccMepTueM. — Ilepeuncinuiia ABenuHa.

— ITa! — pamoCTHO BOCKIIUKHYII ee oTell. — ITo oHa! Cracubo Bam!



Pa3BepHYyBIIKCEH, €€ OTell T0OeKajl YTO €CTh CUJIH IPSMO Ha TJIaBHYIO AOPOTY, Ky[la ero U HalpaBuia
ABenuHa. ITo OBINIA MTPaBAa — OHA MIPEKPACHO MOMHHUIIA, TOe HaXOOUIach B TOT MOMEHT, [a ellle U
Tak, 6yaTo 3TO OLIIO BYepa. OTO OB OOUH U3 CAMBIX COKPOBEHHEIX MOMEHTOB, CKPHITEIX €€ B AyIIe
10T TOHHO#M IPYTHX BOCIIOMUHAHUMN. ITO BOCIIOMUHAHME OBIJIO JOPOTO €if, KaK HUYTO APYToe, Bedb
MMEHHO TOT'a OHa IIOHsJIA, KaK BajkKHa CeMbs B JKHM3HU.

Kaxk TOJIBKO ee OTell CKPBUICS B MeTeJId, OHa He CcOepzKajlach U FOpbKo 3amiakana. Ciie3sl TeKJIU caMu
1o cebe, OHa HMYEro He Morja ¢ co00¥ ImofieNaTh — II0 Havaly, OHa Jake He II0YYyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO 3TO
IpoucxoauT. TOMBKO NUIb 03aadyeHHbIN B3T/IAN ABryCcTa ITO3BOIUI €1 IIOHATH, YTO C €€ JTULI0OM
IIPOMCXOOUT IBHO HenagHoe. Ho Korfia K Hell IPUIIUIO OCO3HaHMe, OHa COBCEM YXK He CAepxKasack:
Temnepb 3TO OBIJIO He MTPOCTO 0€33BYYHOE PhHIJaHUe, a CaMbIM HACTOSIINM IE€TCKUM 11aub, KOTOPHIT
OBIIO CTIBIIITHO Ha OJTMKAUIINX KMJIIOMETD YK TOYHO.

— YTo0 3TO TaKoe?.. — 3aKpHIB JINLI0 PyKaMH, CIIPOCHJIa y caMol ce0s ABenmuHa. — f 4To, ycTpousa
BPEMEHHOM apafokc? 3arHana camy ce6s BO BpeMEHHYIO IIETIII0?..

— H-HeT... — BeIpOHUI U3 ce0st ABTyCT, IOTPOHYBIIKCH [I0 €€ Ijieda. — ITO HEBO3MOXKHO, TO, YTO MBI
celyac BUOUM, HE UMEeeT HUKAKOr0 OTHOLIEHHUS K PeabHOCTH, ABH.

— Korpa oTell BepHYJICS... OH CKa3aJjl, YTO My ITIOMOTJIM [IBa YeJIoBeKa, IIapeHb U MeBYIIKa... OH
3aMEeTHJI, YTO KOCTIOM HapHs OBl 6yITO U3 OPYroro BpeMeHHU, IIOTOMY YTO OH HMKOTHa TAaKoro He
BHUJIEJI, a J-IeBYIIKa... ee IaThe... OH paccKa3al MHe 0 ee MPeKPacCHOM, KpaCHBOM IlTaThe. Tormaa,
KOTTa 5 YCIIBIIIana o6 9ToM, s Cpa3y 3axoTella Takoe Xe... M BOT 5 3MecCh.

[TpekpacHoe Oero-cuHee maaThe ¢ 67y3K0H U GpapTykKoM. Takoe, KakKoe HUKTO He BUOBIBAJI paHee —
BeJIb OHO TOYHO TaK e BHITJISAENIO0 TaK, OyATO CO3JaHO He B 9TOM BpeMeHH, Tom00HO TOMY, KaK
CUJIbHO ceryac BeIAessnach opma ABrycTa st COOBITHIN TaKOM IaBHOCTH.

Korga ABenuHa yCIbIIIaza 0 HEM, OHa Cpa3y IPefCcTaBuiia ero B rOJI0Be U 3aX0Tesa. BCio CBO
JKM3Hb OHA CTPEMHUIIACh K TOMY, YTOOHBI 3aIl0IYYUTh €r0 — CHadaja OHa CO3Majia ero C IIOMOIIBIO
Maruu, HO OHO OBIIIO HEHACTOSIIUM. A ITOTOM, KOTHa e¥ YOaoCh 3al0IyYUTh HyKHbEIEe MaTePHAaJILL...
OHa CIIIMJIAa €ro, CHeJiaB €r0 TOYHO TAKKMM, KAKHM OHA eT0 U IPejCTaBIsaia. EqUHCTBEHHOTO, Yero
TOTMA HE XBATalo — 3T0 GapTyKa C y30paMHu.

®dapTyKa, KOTOPHIM OHA CIIKJIa COBCEM HEIaBHO.

— Xa-xa-xa-Xa... Xa-xa-xa-xa! — Paccmesnack OHa, IIPU TOM, UTO IIJIaKaTh-TO OHA ellle U He
3aKOHYHMIIa. — TakK BOT UTO 9TO TAKO€... TAK BOT, KAKOBa Ccuja AcTparna... TOCIOMM. ..

Ilns AcTpasa He CyIIEeCTBYeT TaKOro IOHATHUS, KaK «BpeMs». B AcTpane HeT BpeMeHu. HeT rpanul,
KaKye eCTh BO BHEIIHEM MUPE... IMEHHO II03TOMY I'paHb MeX[y aCTPaIbHBIM IIPOCTPAHCTBOM U
BHEIIHKM MUPOM [0JIKHa ObITH Bcerga. Hade mpou3ongeT KaTacTpoda.

— Hawm nyxHo untu, ABu. — IIpuoOHSB ee, cka3an ABTYCT.



— OH CcKa3zaJ, 4TO Y TO JeByLIKK OBUIM MMPEeKpAaCHbIe T1a3a, TakK CUIIBHO MTOX0XKKe Ha MOH... —
yIEIOHYBIIUCH, CKa3asla 0Ha. — Ho moToM oH mo6aBuy, 4TO MOU BCe PaBHO KpacuBee.

— 970 BcCe elife MOryI0 OBITH coBIageHue. [0MKHO e ObITh YTO-TO, UYTO U3HAYAJIbHO IIPUBETIO Tebs K
TE€M COOBITHSM... HOJIZKHO OBIII0 OBITH YTO-TO, YTO IIO3BOJIMJIO TBOEMY OTIy HAaUTH Tebs.

— BuHTep Kak-ToO CKa3aJl MHe, YTO 3a IpefeiaMyi BUAUMOT0 KOCMOCa HaXOOATCS... IPyTHUe
BCEJIEHHHIE, TIOBTOPSIONINE Hally. BeckoHeuHbIe BCEJIEHHbIE, B KOTOPHIX YTO-TO, fla HEMHOTO
OTNIMYAETCs OT MpeabiayIneii. HaBepHoe, rme-To eCTh BCeJIeHHAas, TIe OH HalleJ MeHs u 0e3 3TOoro...
BCeJIeHHas, TIe OH HallleJ MeHs 6e3 Moero BMeInaTenscTBa. Ho ogHO g 3Hai0 To4HO... Takux
COBIAJEHUM MPOCTO He ObIBaeT, ABrycT. Bce B3aMOCBSI3aHHO MeXOy COOO.

ABenuHa 3aMo0JT4asa, I03BOJIUB cebe MePEeBECTH [bIXaHKe. YIIepIINCch HOCOM B IPyAb ABIyCTa, OHa
OynTo HaxoOuia B HEM CBOe CllaceHKWe — OHa YyBCTBOBasa cebs crokoiiHee. Ecnu Owl ceiigac
ABenuHa OBlla OfIHA, OHA, HABEPHOE, He BhIIepXKasa Obl U pofoskana 6e3 KOHIIa PhIoaTh.
CsepHynach Obl 37eCh Kala4uKoM, U Jiexasa OB 10 TexX II0p, II0Ka He yMepIa.

Ho cefiuac oHa Orlnia He ofHA.

[TpUTHYBIIKCE TIEPEN Hel, ABTyCT ITOICTaBUII CBOIO CIIMHY ¥ ITOXJIONAJI II0 Hel, He MHOTO3HAYHO
HaMeKas Ha To, 4ToOb ABenuHa 3abpajach Ha Hero. Hy uiy OH peLIu He B CaMBIX OIXOSIINN
MOMEHT ITOIIPOCUTEh Maccax, He uHaye. X0Ts, ABe/IMHa 110 Hayasly ¥ BIIpaBAy He MOHSIIA, 3a4YeM OH
3TO CHenaj, IM03TOMYy ABryCTy IIPUIUIOCH CKa3aTh € IPSIMO.

— 3ane3ail. BHITh MOXKET, MBI TYT C TOOOY HaBEYHO 3aCTPSIM, TaK IIPOBEMEIIL BPEMS C
yIOOBOJILCTBUEM — IIOKaTal Te0s Ha cebe CKBO3b 3UMHUE CYTPOOHL.

— Twt gypak? — ABrycT mobuscs UMeHHO Toro 3geKra, KOTOPOTo U X0TeNl N3HadyaIbHO: Ha ee JIUIe
TIosIBUJIaCh yIbIOKa, a He cyie3bl. — Tebe OymeT OueHb TAXKeN0 UOTH.

— 9t0 OymyT yKe Mou npobemsl. [JaBaii, 3ae3aii, HaloeJo yKe CULETh.

ABenvHa He CcTana 3&6I/IpaTbCH K HEMY Ha IIJie4YH, OHa JIMIOb IIOBUCJIA Y HEr'0o Ha Iiee I103aH, a ABI"YCT
IIOAXBATHUII €€ 3a HOTH U CHEJIaJl U3 3TOI'0 «OIIOPYy» AJId HEe. Bnaronaps{ MaHUIIYIAIIUAM C TEJIOM, B
IMOCNIEeNCTBUU KOTOPEIX OH CTAaHOBHUIJICA BaMIIMPDOM, EMY OBITIO COBCEM HE TSXKeJIO.

Korma pyku ABrycTa KOCHY/IMCH ee HOT, ABe/liHa 3aMeTHO IOKpPacHesa, XOTh ABI'YCT 3TOT0 U He
BHU[IETI, @ KaKue-11u60 MPU3HAKU TOT0, UTO COBCEM He[JaBHO OHa HepBHMYAJIa U IJlaKajla ¥ BOBCE
ucyesnu. Temeps, BCS ee TojioBa Oblia 3a0KTa 0 TOM, YTO ee CMyIaeT momobHoe monoxenue. Ho
OTKa3kIBAThLCS OBITIO TO3MHO, a TOTOMY OHA pellnyia HaclaguThCs MOMEHTOM.

— Yro Mbi OyfieM menaTh, eCIM MBI ¥ BIIPABAY 3[€Ch HABCETMa, JEMOH-BAMITUP? — CIIPOCHIT ABTYCT,
IpomokKasi IpodupaThCs CKBO3b CYTPOOH.



— He 3Hamw... — YTKHYBIIKNCH HOCOM €MY B CIINHY, ABenuHa 3aKphJIa I'lla3a. — Bo BcskoMm ClIy4dae, THEI
€MMHCTBEHHBIN YEJIOBEK, C KOTOPEIM 4 XO0TeJla OBl IIPOBECTH LIE€JIYIO BEYHOCTh.

— Torpa, MOXeT, HaYHEM CO CHEXKKOB? — IIPEeNI0KHUI ABTYCT.

— Co CHEXKOB, T‘OBOpI/IH.IB?.. — XHUTPO YJ'IBI6HYBH.II/ICB, CIIPDOCHIIa ABenuHa.

[TpunoxkuB Bce yCUIus, KOTOphle OHa MorJjia cefe I03BOJIUTh, ABeNIMHA IOTSHYIa ABr'yCcTa Ha3af,
3aCTaBUB €T0 CBAJIUTLCS BMeCTe ¢ Hel. Kak TOJIbKO OHM PYXHYINH B Cyrpo0, OHa Hayasla JIEUTh
CHEXKH U3 CHera ¥ I0-BapBapCKu, abCOMIOTHO HEYECTHO KUAaTh UX eMy B JIHuI0. Bce aTo
IIPUITPABIISITIOCH €€ UCKPEHHUM, IEeTCKUM CMEXOM, U3-3a KOTOPOr0 ABTYCTY TOJIKOM U 3JTUTHCS-TO HE
X0TeJI0Cch. Ho TaKoro yHUKEHUS OH CTEePIIETh He MOT, a ITOTOMY ObIJIO IPUHSATO pelleHre OTKATUThCS
B CTOPOHY U TaK ke HanenuTh cebe «boe3amnaca» Ha BCIO KQTYIIKY.

HecMoTps Ha CBOI TPSA3HBIN X0, KOTOPHIH, K TOMY e, ellle ObIT ¥ IIEPBHIN — ABeJIMHa IIPOUTpaia.
Tak-To oOHa CTpessieT BeCbMa HeIIoX0, HO ABI'YCTY OHa Obljla He POBHS, BCe e OH CTPEJIOK — OH
nIpenyrafbiBajl TPAEKTOPUIO HAMHOT0 00Jiee UCKYCHO, YeM JIeMOH-BaMIIUp. Pa3rpoMHEIM CHEKOK
YTO[UII IPSIMO B TUII0 ABENIMHEI, ¥ OHA yIlasa 00paTHO Ha CHeET.

HaBHCHYB CBepXy, ABTYCT CXBATHUJI €€ 3a PYKH, He T03BOJISIS TeM CaMBIM JIEIIUTh HOBbIE CHEXKKH.
TakuMm o6pa3oM, ABenuHa Oblla IIEIMKOM U TTOJTHOCTBIO pa3TPOMIIeHa B IyX U Mpax. Bce, 4To el
0CTaBaJIOCh — 9TO MOMYUHUTHLCS TIO0OEMUTEIIO... BEIIOIHUT €r0 IH000€ KelaHue.

— ToI mpourpana... — TSIXKKO B3[bIXasi, CKa3alnl ABTYCT, He OTIyCKas ee pyku. — Tebe He X0IMOmHO?

— O HerT, 4TO XKe CO MHOM Temepsb OyHgeT?.. — HaUTPaHHO CKa3ajla OHa, IIOMOTaB I'OJIOBOM BJIEBO-
BIIPaBO, TEM CaMbIM [laBasi €My IIOHSTh, UTO €ii COBCEM He XOJIOTHO.

— Hudgero. — OTnycTuB ee, ABryCT IOBAJIUJICS PAAOM, YCTPEMUBIIUCE B3rJIAA0M BBEICE. — I XKe He
BapBap KaKou-To, MomoOHEIN Tebe, YTOOH elle ¥ H3MEIBAThCS Hajl Mo0eguTeeM.

He cTepneB cTOb PE3KOT0 YHUXKEHNUS, ABeJIMHA TYT K€ CJIeNuIa ellle OfNUH CHEXKOK ¥ pa3Ma3asia ero
10 MUJIOBUTHOMY JTMYUKY ABTYCTy. I B OTBET OHA IONy4nyIa... HUUero, KakK u Obl1o obermano. Hy erre
¥ TIOTOMY, YTO €€ IPOTUBHUK HEMHOTO IIOAYCTAJ OT OOPHOEL.

— 4 xouy ymepeTs, ABrycT. — Haugymnas ero pyky, ABelrHa IIMPOKO YIBIOHYIaCh. — YMepeTh IPSMO
cewyac, ¥ HUKorma 0oJblile He OYHYTHCS.

— V-ymepets?.. Trl yero ato Bapyr? Tebs 4TO-TO PaCCTPOUTIO? — YIUBUIICS TOT.

— OTO UOeasbHBIU KOHEL, IOHUMaelllb? — IIOBEPHYB I'0JI0BY B €r0 CTOPOHY, CIIpOCUJIa OHa. — Jlydire
3TOT0 B MOEM XKHU3HU yKe HUYero He OymeT. S xouy, 4ToOH MOs XKU3Hb KOHYMIACh IPSIMO ceiyac...
TakKuM 00pa3oM, 5 He CMOTY MCIIOPTUTH BIedyaTiieHue. S yMpy c4aCTIUBOH.



— Jansie 6y116T TOJIBKO JIy4IlI€E... — IIepeBeOs ObIXaHKWe, OH IIPOOOJIZKHUII: — 4 coenaio Bce, YTOOHI THI
BCKOpPE€ II0KaJiejla O CBOUX CJIOBAX. 4 He mo3BomI0 TEDE YMEDPETH, AsBu.

— Torpga st X049y ocTaThCs 30eCh, HaBCerga... ¢ ToOou, ABryct Kaiizep. CoenaTh BpeMeHHYIO IIETIII0, B
KOTOpPOU g Oymy BeCelnuThCs ¢ To00M CHOBa M CHOBa. — CiKaB PyKy ABr'yCTa TakK KPenko, Kak TOIbKO
MOXKHO, OHa Jo0aBuia: — HensaMeHHO 1 0€CKOHEYHO.

— Bor kak. — CxaB ee PyKy B OTBET, ycMexHycs ABrycT. — Torga s 0oCTaHyCh 3[iech, C TOOOM.
Hasgcerma.

— HeunsmeHnHO U 6ECKOHEUHO?

— HeusmenHo U 6eCKOHEUHO.
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