Iaxe mocie TOro, Kak ABeJIMHA XOPOIIEHbKO MPOCIIanack, ABTyCT BCe ellle BaIsijiCsS B XKaJTKOM
COCTOSTHHMY, HaXOMUBUIUMCS TIe-TO MeXIy CHOM U KoMmoi. Kak cTao scHO mo3gHee, ero ObII0 04eHb
po6IeMaTUYHO pa3bynuTh, a IOTOMY OBIJIO IPUHSITO PellleHre IIPOCTO XKOaTh. Tem Gornee, y
ABenuHE! OBIIO MHOTO [eJI, KOTOPEIME CTOMJIO 3aHSThCSA. HampuMep, MOYUCTUTh CKIAAHON KITUHOK OT
cOoOCTBEHHOM KPOBY U, TI0 KPallHEH Mepe, eClid He CTUPATh IIJIaThe, TO XOTS OBl CMEHUTD €70, TOTOMY
YTO XOOUTH B OKPOBABIIEHHOM OBIJIO HE COBCEM 3CTETHYHO.

W3 omexnnl y Hee ceiidac BEIOODP OB He 0C000 BEJIMK, 0CTaBal0Ch Pa3Be UTo Jierkoe Oesoe MiaThe,
KaKoe OHA HOCHJIA ellle B Te BpeMeHa, KOTjja He MOTJIa II03BOJIUTh cebe CIIUTh CBOE HEIHEIIHee.
Brnaromapsi BaMIUPU3MYy C TeUEHHEM BpeMeHU ee GpuUrypa coBceM He U3MEHUIIOCH, & IOTOMY IIJIaThe
6e3 mpo6ieM BHOBb HaJle3JI0 Ha CBOO X03511Ky. CBOE HHIHEIIHEe XK€ OfesiHue ABeJTMHA TOJBECH/IA Ha
BEIIIaJIKy PSIIOM C KPOBaThi0 ABTYCTa, TOTOMY YTO Ha MOCIIeTHEM 3Taxke 3TO Oblyla eMMHCTBEHHAS
BeIllasika B KOMHATe.

— «Hamme MecTo TaM, rfje yMUpaeT TEIUIoe CONIHIE...» — Ipomnesa cebe of HoCc ABeNruHa, CII0KUB
PYKHU 3a CIMHOM ¥ 3aKPHIB I'Jla3a, CTOSI HellofaneKy OT KpoBaTu. — «B xonogHo% nonvHe,
TIOTJIOIIEHHON TEMHBIMU HebecaMu...»

— B ToT pas, korga s mpuinen K Tebe... — BHe3anHO, ABI'YCT OYHYJICS U TYT XKe 3arOBOPHUII C
ABenuHON. — TEI TOXKE YTO-TO IIejia, YTO-TO, Yero I HUKOraa He cibliman. U cefiuac Toxe.

— Ox, He0XKUIaHHO... — OTKPHIB I'Nla3a, ABe/MHa IOoAoIIa MobauXKe K KPOBATH U HAaKJIOHUIACh BHU3,
OLIEHMBAIOIIle B3TJIIHYB Ha €ro I/Ia3Hyl0 PafilykKy. — Moe yXKacCHoe IIeHHe 3aCTaBuI0 Te0s OUHYTLCSA?

Ero rmasa oKoHYaTeIbHO U3MEHUJIUCH Ha KPOBABO-KPACHEIE, d 3HAYHUT, €TI0 IIPEeBPAllleHUuE B
IIONTHOIIEHHOI'0 BaMIIuPa OEeHCTBUTEIBHO OBITIO OKOHYEHO.

— Trl onpeneneHHO He OllepHas IeBulla, HO y Te€0S MPUSITHBIM TOJI0C, U THI TaK Ke IMPUSATHO MOEIIb...
— BBIIABUB U3 ce0s1 IETKYI0 YIIbIOKY, CKa3an oH. — [Ipyroe feno, 9YTo s COBCEM HUKOTMA HE CIIBIIIA
IIeCEeH, KOTOPHIE THI IMOEIIb. ITO BBOOUT B 3aMeIaTeTbCTRO.

— JTH IIeCHU BIIEPBHIE CIiejla MHe JJIJIM, Ta caMas JJIId, KoTopas 3allyCTHja MHe Kombe B 100. Hy,
3TO Tak, YTOYHEHUe [J1 TBOETO IOHUMaHUs... — YCMEeXHYBIINCh, ABeJIMHA Cejla Ha CTYJ PSAIOM C
KpoBaThl0. — Kak 0OHa MHe pacckasasa, Bce 9TU I1eCHHU 0epyT Hadaso U3 ee KOPOJIeBCTBa. []0BOIBHO
MUJIbIE TIECHU C POMAHTU4YeCKUM TEKCTOM, B IIJlaHe TOr'0, YTO OHU POMAHTU3UPYIOT XO0JIOf, 3UMY, U, B
KaKUX-TO MeCTax, Jaxe TbMY... B CAMbIX Pa3HBIX ee IIPOSBIIEHUS U 3HAUEHUX.

— BupuMo, uM meiCcTBUTEIbHO MHOTO JieT. Celiyac Takou MOOTEKCT Y IeCEeH... CTal COBCeM
HEIONY/ISPHEIM, JTI0IU OO0JIbIIe TIHYTCS K TEIIIY U CBETY, HeXKeJIH K X0JIONy U ThMe.

— Hy ceftuac u mony Beqb IpefeibHO YOOTUMHU CTal, He TaK JIU? — JBYCMHICIIEHHO CIIPOCHIa OHa,
3amaBasi CKOpee pUTOPUUYECKUH BOIIPOC, He Tpebyoluit Ha ce0st 0TBeTa. — Temeps S HAMHOT'0
Oonee... HEMUJIOCEPOHAS, XOPOIIIO 3TO WM IJIOXO0. f moTepsiyia YaCTh YeJI0BEYHOCTH.



— OTO HAMHOTO JIy4llle, YeM ITPOCTO YMEPETh U OCTAThCS 3aXOPOHEHHOM 1Of 3eMIIeH... —
IPUIIOHSABIINCH, ABT'YCT IIPUCETT Ha KPOBATH MPSMO HampoTuB ABenuHbl. — Korpma s Te6s B
TIOCTIeOHUY Pa3 BUENI, Ta OeBYIIKa, Hy, OJIIU, KaK pa3 HecJla TBOe TEeJI0, YTOOH IOXOPOHUTE.

— OHa OblJIa 0YEHb YOuBJi€HA, KOTOa 4 BHE3alTHO OYHYJIAaChk C HOBEIMU CHUJIAMHU. Ckasarth 110 IIpaBpoe, g
110 Ha4aJly OaXKe BCTYIINJIIa C Hell B CXBATKYy, IIOTOMY 4YTO MO€... «<CO3SHaHHUE» C(i)OpMI/IpOBaTIOCB HE
Cpa3sy. XOpOH.IO, YTO HUKTO U3 HAC II0CJIe 3TOr0 HE ITIOCTPamall.

— 3Has, Ha 4YTO TH CII0CO0Ha, faXKe YOUBUTEILHO, YTO HUKTO He IocTpafan. — Iloxkas nedamy,
no6aBus1 ABTYCT.

— OueHb IPUATHBIM KOMIIJITUMEHT, HO BCE K€ TH MOXKEH MOHUMAaTh, YTO XOTh JJIJIA Cerdac U
nuiieHa 6eCCMEPTHS, OHa BCe ellle OOUH U3 JYYLINX MEeYHUKOB BO BCEM MUPE U He MeHee UCKYCHBIN
Mar. Kak-to BuHTep cKa3asn MHe, 4TO JaXe OH YCTyIaeT el II0 MacTepCTBY.

— Ecnu oHa numeHa 6eccMepTHs, TO KaKUM 00pa3oM eif yIaeTcsl 0CTaBaThCS TAKOM 2Ke MOJIOIO0H?
Ona 4TO, TOXKe 3apaKeHa BaMIUPU3MOM? — YOUBUJICSI ABIYCT.

— Her, B 9TOM €eli moMoraer BI/IHTep. B03MOXKHOCTB YIIPABIATE BPEMEHEM-IIPOCTPAHCTBOM II03BOJISAET
eMy IIOOOEP2KUBATE UX TeJld... Hy, B TOHYCE€, CKd2KeM TakK.

— Brl psiMo He pa3nei Boja... — C OIpefeIeHHON HOTKOY 3aBUCTHU CKa3asl ABrycTt. — [laxe
CTpAIIHO IOAYMaTh, KaK [OJIT0 BE TPOE CYIIIECTByeTEe Ha CaMOM [IeJie.

— C1okHO cKa3aTh. [Ipu onpemeneHHBIX 00CTOSTEILCTBAX MEHSI MOXKHO CYUTATh CAMOM MOJIOMOH, a
npu gpyrux — Inau. Ho, BHe BCAKKUX COMHeHUM, BUHTED cpenu HAac caMblid CTaphii. TONIBKO BOT... —
olieyasieHHO HaTAHYB Ha ce0s yneIOKy, ABennHa OMyCTHIa I'1a3a. — Bce &Ke CTOUT TOBOPUTH «OHUY», &
He «MbI». JItomu ommO0YHO MMOJIaraloT, YTO S SIBJISIach HEOTheMJIEMOM YaCThI0 KOHIIA BCET'0 MUpPa, HO
Ha CaMOM [ieJie B IIeHTpe COOBITHM OBITM TOJIBKO BuHTEp U Jrmu. MBI onipeieleHHO B O/TU3KUX
OTHOIIEHUSX, HO... 9TOT0 MaJio, pa3Be HeT?

— JT0 Tak CHJIbHO IeYauT Tebs? — 1o4yecas I'oJI0BYy, cipocusl ABryct. — TOJIBKO He TOBOPY MHE,
YTO THI BCe 9T [OJITME TOfla U BIPaBAy IIyTelllecTBOBaja ogHa? Y Tebs HaBepHsSIKa ObUIM KaKue-
HUOYyOb OpyTHe OPYy3bs, pa3d Y&, Kak TH cKa3aja, TH Oblla faneKo oT BuHTepa u OJu.

— Hy, y mens 61 Buin... — ABenrHa oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUe Ha KOTHKa, T0f00paBIIerocs K KpoBaTu U
TIPUTOTOBUBIIETOCS 3ANPHITHYTH K ABI'YCTY Ha KOJTeHU. — M OBIJT BOT 3TOT KJIaCCHBIN MTapeHsb,
KOTOPOTO 51 HEKOT[la Halll/la Ha YJIuIle, BCEr0 UCTEP3AHHOTO ¥ U3PaHEHHOTO.

— Boy! — BCKpuKHYI ABT'yCT, BCKUIbIBas PyKu BBepX, OYATO OH coaeTcs. 3a 3TUM, KOT 3alPHITHYI
IPSIMO K HeMY Ha KoJieHu. — MaTepHranbHbIl AyX KoTa? Cepbe3Ho? 4 0 mogo0HOM TOJBKO B KHHXKKaX
YyuTaJ, HUKOTfa Ol He TIOgyMall, YTO MHe ¥ BIPaBhy JOBEOETCS YBUAETh HEUTO IOJ00HOE.



— Trl ompeneneHHo moHpaBuics CaxapKy, pa3 yX OH 3alpHITHYT K Tebe Ha HOTU. — ABeJTMHA
Ipucesa Ha KOJIEHO, YTOOLI OTTIaguTh KOTHKa. — [10mpobyii, OH 0YeHb MUJIBIN.

ABFYCT HEYBEPEHHO IIOTJIaAUuJI KOTa, 4 TOT B OTBET 3BOHKO 3aMyPJIbIKAIIL. Ecnu oH KOrma-To u
IMpeacTaBIAl cebe BO3MOKHOCTb OOTPOHYTBCA OO OyXad, TO 3TOT KOTHUK OIIPENETIEHHO OIIPABAOBIBAII €TI0
OXKHWOAHUA — TaKTHUJIbHBIE OIIYIIEHUS IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIX, HO ObIIH IIpenejbHO CTPAHHBEIMMU. H_[epCTKa
KOTa HpaKTI/I‘-IeCKI/Iﬁ He 9yBCTBOBAJIdCh, a Te€IlJla, OIISATh 2Ke, He OBLTIO.

— Hcropus Caxapka, B KAKOM-TO CMEBICIIE, IT0X02Ka Ha TBOI — TOJIBKO €My II0BE3JI0 HEMHOT'0
MeHbIIe. A Tak, ero, Kak u Te0s, 5T Halllla Ha y/IuIle B MPeNCMePTHOM COCTOSIHUY, a ITOCJie CBepIluia
HaJ BaIllMMMK TeJIaMH y2KaCHOe KOJIOBCTBO, IPEBPATHUB Bac B HEUTO MHOe. Ero, KakK Clie[iCTBUE, B
myxa, a Te0st B BaMIupa. Kak-To yepecyyp MHOTO COBIAIEHUN CETOIHS. ..

— MHe 1o cen OE€Hb HEeACHO, II0YeMy THI CIlaClla MEHA. — ABTYCT IIepeBell B3rjadn C KOTUKa Ha
ABeJII/IHy, dKIIEHTHPYS €€ BHUMaHKUE Ha cebe. — B uem Onlyta TBOSI HacCTodllad MOTI/IBaI_II/IH?

— Bo3MoxkHO, T Oyfelh pa3odyapoBaH, Y3HaB IIpaBay. — BHIIPSIMUBIIKCH Ha MeCTe, ABeJIMHA B3siJia
BEIIaJIKy CO CBOMM OKPOBaBJIEHHBIM IIJIaTheM U HallpaBUJIACh K JieCTHUIlE. — Ho ThHI, BHE BCIKUX
COMHEHUY, 3aCilyKUBaelllb ee y3HaTh, TaK WM HHa4Ye. — [1omoMad K BEIXOQY U3 KOMHATH], ABe/INHa
3aKOHYMIIa CBOI0 MBICIIb, COOMPAsiCh CKPHITHCS B Kopumope: — CIycKalcsl Ha 9Tax HUXKE, ITOIbeM
Yal BMeCTe, U 5 Tebe KakK pa3 pacCKaxy UCTUHHYIO MPUYUHY TBOETO CllaceHus. f1 mogouay HEMHOTO
[I03Ke, a THl pacIojaraucs.

— JlapgHo. 91 TyT ellle HEMHOT'O MTOTJIAXKY TBOETO KOTHKA, U CITYLIYCh BHU3... — IIPOMOJIXKAs TTIaJUTh
KoTa, ABrycT HaOsofan, Kak OH CTaJl U3BUBATHCS B €TI0 PyKaxX. — XOPOIIUY MaTbYuK.

— «Msgy!» — 3BOHKO OTBETUJI EMY KOT, TOBOJIBHO 3€Basl.

[TpOBO3UBIIIKCE C KOTOM OKOJIO [IeCSTH MUHYT, ABTYCT BCe ke Halllel B ce0e CHJI BCTaTh C KPOBATH U
TIOWTH Ha 9TaXK HUXKe, KaK U OblI0 CKa3aHo. [IoHavaly y Hero mosIBUJIOCh CUITbHOE T'0JIOBOKPYXKEHHUeE,
HO OHO TIOO3PHUTEIFHO ORICTPO IIPOIIIIO, CIOBHO YTO-TO MOMAaBHIIO ero. CKopee BCero, 3To Gblyia OIHO
13 €r0 HOBOIIPHOOPETEHHAIX CIIOCOOHOCTEM BaMITHpa.

CroyCcTHBIINCH Ha 3TaXk HUXKe, ABr'yCcTa BCTPETHIIA CTPAHHAS JepeBsSHHAs OBepPb, He MOaBIIasiCs
OTKPBITHI0. MOKHO OBITI0 OBl ITOIyMaTh, UTO OHA ObIJIa IIPOCTO 3aKPBITA, HO PSIOM C PYYKOM He OBII0
3aMOYHOM CKBaXKMHEI, KaK I10JIaraeTcsi OOLIYHEIM ABepsM. Pa3Be YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO MPUMETHUTD
CTPaHHYIO PYHY B BUME NATUTPAHHWKA, HAXONUBIIETOCS B IIEHTPE.

— Kakue-To mpobnems? — ycmsiman ABTyCT CO0Ky, IPOIOJIKas KOIAThCS C IBEPHIO.

— Ja, 1... — IIOBEpHYB I'0JIOBY, ABTYCT, 0KUaeMO, YBULENl ABENIUHY, HO U3-3a KPOMEIIHOW TEeMHOTEL
B KOPUZIOPE ee CBETSIINeCs Ila3a BHIIAAe I 0cob0 ycTpalaolle, YToO HEMHOTO CMYTHIIO ero. — B
o011eM, s He TIOHMMal0, KaK OTKPHITh OBEPE... KAK-TO TaK.



— Hukorpa He BUmen nBepefI, 3alevyaTaHHBIX Marueun? — HU3YyMJIEHHO CIIPOCHJIa OHA. — CTpaHHBIfI
THI.

[Moporins 6nuxke, ABe/IMHA CHellaa IJIaBHOe OBUKEHME YKa3aTeJlbHBIM IalblieM 110 JBEpPH,
OyKBaJIbHO IIpOYepUYnBas B BO3AyXe 3TOT CaMblii NATUTPaHHUK. [Toclie ee meliCcTBUM, PyHa 3aropenach
(bHOIEeTOBEIM OTTEHKOM, U BMECTE C 3TUM OTKPHLIaCh ¥ caMa ABEPh. 3a ABEPBI0 0Ka3al0Ch HEYTO, UTO
He TI0aBaioch 3aKOHOM OOBIYHOTO MUpa — 0ECKOHEYHOe IPOCTPAHCTBO, 3all0JIHEHHOE PO30BATHIMU
o0lakaM¥ U1 He UMelolllee HU CTeH, HU I0J1a.

— TloitmemM, He myraiics. — O6Gompuia ero ABenuHa, CTymas Bepeq. Korga oHU BHIIIIKM Ha CBET,
CTaJIo 3aMETHO, YTO K 3TOMY MOMEHTY OHa yKe CMeHHJIa CBOe JIETKOe TIJIaThe Ha 0OBIYHOE, HO cerndac
OHO yKe He OBbIJIO 3a/IsIIaHo ee COOCTBEHHOM KPOBbI0. — TyT MUJIO.

— Jla-a... — OCTOPOXKHO CTYNUB BIIEPe[, TPUTOBAPHBaAIl ABI'YCT, OIIAcasiCh, YTO OH MOXKET YIacCThb B
IPOIMACTh. — ITO YTO, MOPTAJ KaKOU-T0? TyT CIUIIKOM HEOOBIYHbIHM aHTypaXK, €CJIM CPABHUBATE €T0 C
IIPOIIJION KOMHATOM... la ¥ IIPOCTPaHCTBA MHOTOBATO, CKa3aTh I10 IIPaBJe...

— Mgl B IpyroM U3MEpEeHUH, eCIU TH 0 CUX IO He noHsAN. — ll[enkHyB nanbliaMu, ABeJMHa
CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJIa MOSIBJIEHNE KPYTJIOr0 AePEBIHHOT0 CTOJIMKA U IBYX CTyJibeB. Ha CTONMMKe, HapBITOT O
CKaTepPThIO, CTOSINT HEOOMbITOM (haphOpPOBHI YalHUYEK C YaeM U [BE YaIllKu. — M 3TO OTHOCUTCS HE
TOJILKO K 9TOH KOMHATe.

— [Mony4aeTcs, 37eCch BCce HeHacTosllee?.. — 00paTUBIIKCH yKe HAPSAMYIO K ABEJIMHE, CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Oryactu. — HeBO3MyTUMO HanuBasi COJEepPXKMUMOe YalHUKa B YallleukH, CKa3ana oHa. — Ho yau
TYT OIIpefesieHHO HaCTOSIIIUM, MOTY Te0e 3TO TapaHTUPOBaTh. [IprcakuBamcs.

[TpucesB Ha CTyJ, ABTYCT B35IJT YallleUKy C YaeM ¥ HEMHOTO OTHuI. Kak HU CTpaHHO, Yai
NEeNCTBUTEIHHO Ka3aJIiCs eMy HAaCTOSILIUM, UM [aXKe U BIIPaBAY SBJISJICS HACTOSIIIUM, HO
IIPOUCXO[IsAIIee BOKPYT OBIZI0 HACTOIBKO HepeaabHEIM, UTO B 3TO OBLIO TPYIHO IIOBEPUTE.

— OH c necHbIMU SiroflaMu. MHe HpaBATCA ellle U PPyKTOBLIe, Hafgo OyneT o6s3aTenbHO Tebe maTh
nornpo6oBaTh. — [TOBTOPUB 3a HUM, CKa3aia ABelrHa. — B 3TOM BpeMeHU NofsiM 00JIbIle 10 BKYCY
yIuBaThHCS OPyruMu, 60ee pe3KUMU HallUTKaMU, HexXeNnu dyaeM. f Oblyla 04eHb pa30yapoBaHHa,
KOT'Jla Jaxke He CMOTJla HAaWTH BUITHEBOTO NIKMBa B CTOJIMIIE.

— MeHs nyraeT T0, Kak THl aKKypPaTHO MTOIBOMAUIIE HAIIl Pa3roBOP K «ITHKOBOMY» MOMEHTY... —
IIPUIIOAHSB OPOBL, IPOTOBOPUI ABTYCT.

— Huyero Takoro, Ho 9TO AENUCTBUTEILHO MOXKeET Te0Os paccTpouTh. — Crenas ellle OOWH TJIOTOK,
ABenuHa cpa3sy nepenina K fgeny: — f y4eHbBIl... Hy, 110 KpaliHell Mepe, Korfa-To Orina uM. Kak pa3 B
TOT [€Hb, 51 IPOBOAMIIA UCCIEIOBAHUS HEOOBIUHOM Marnieckou aHoManuu. ITO ObLJI0 eIMHCTBEHHOU
IPUYMHOM, TI0 KOTOPO# 51 OKa3ajack B TOM MECTe U B TOT MOMEHT.



— Kakoro tumna anoManus? — 3auHTEPECOBAHO CIIPOCUII Y Hee ABrycT. — UYTo oHa u3 ceds
npencTaBiaia?

— 9t0 OBIJIa BOPOHKA, BEOyllasd B... ... — 3alMHasICh, TOBOPHUJIA OHA. — MHe CTHIIHO IPpU3HaBaTh, HO
s He 3Hal0, Ky[la OHa Bejla. 3a 3TO BPeMs MHE yJaJioCh MOHSTh, YTO OHA CIIy2KUJIa HE TOJIBKO
IIOPTAJIOM, HO ¥ HEOOBIYHEIM CTYCTKOM SHEPTHUH, BO3MOXKHO, faXke He MarudeckuM BoBce. OHO
nedhopMUpPOBaia KaK MaTepHaabHy0, GU3NIeCKy0 YacTh HAIlleTO MUPA, TaK U HeMaTepHuasbHy0, 160
PSIIOM C Hel 5T 4YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK MOS Marus yBsigaerT.

— YT0-TO TaKOE, YTO CIIOCOOHO JTHUIINUTEL TeOsT Maruu? Bupgumo, sta IOTYKa IeHCTBUTEIIHLHO
3aCJIyXKHBadJla TBOETO BHUMAdHHUS. U gto0 IIPpOMU30IIJI0 manbiie? f Kak-TO C 9TUM CBSI3aH?

— Jleno B TOM, YTO B TOT pa3 s BuAesna TeOs He B IEePBLIA pa3 — [0 3TOTO S TaK XkKe IBITalach
OTCJIEOUTH aKTUBHOCTb aHOMAJINY, Y MEHS 9TO II0JIy4Yanioch Oaromapsi TOMY, 4TO 5 OYKBaIbHO
YyBCTBOBAJIa MCKaXKEHNE Marn4eCcKux IOJIeH... ¥ BCerya pPsgoM C aHOMasued ObiT Thl. Kaxkgeiid pas s
BUesa Te0s ¢ IPYINOoN KaKuX-TO JTI0feH, MaTPyIUPYIOIIUX MEeCTHOCTE. He CyTh BaxKHa.

— Xouelrs CKa3aTh, 9Ta aHOMAJIMsI KaKuM-TO 00pa30oM Oblyla CBsI3aHa CO MHOW? — HETIOHMMAIOIIe
cripocust ABrycT. — f Bpofe HUYero Takoro HUKOraa He Jesal.

— JIu6o c Toboit, mubo ¢ KeM-TO, KTO HeKorma OblT B TBoe rpymme. Ho B TOT pa3 aHOMaus
OKa3ajach MPSMO 101 00PHIBOM, B KOTOPEIH Thl COOMPAIICS CIIPEITHYTh, X B KOTOPHIHA MBI TIOCJIe
BMECTE ¥ CBAJIUJIKCh... OHO OYATO ORI 3HAJIO, YTO TH 9TO COBEPILIHUIIE, TOHMMAEIIE?

— Jla, 9TO JEeUCTBUTENIBHO CTPAHHO, 1 HUYETo TaKoro PsgoM ¢ cob6oii He 3amMeyarl... —
TPU3agyMaBIINCh, TOBOPUJI ABrycT. — Iloyry4aeTcsi, TH cllacjia MEHs YUCTO U3 HayYHOT0 MHTepeca?

— Hert. — TlokuBaB ronoBo#, obmoMarsa ero ABenusa. — f cnacna Tebs u3 Mujiocepagud, HO B TOT
MOMEHT MHI [elICTBOBAJIN C BHUIllEM KakK eIMHOE I1eJI0e — M OH TOXKEe BO33KeJlad CIIaCTH Tebs1, HO IO
IIPpUYHNHE TBOETO MOT'YIIIECTBEHHOI' O XK€eJIaHUd, a He IIPOCTO U3 CBOEU IIPUXOTH.

— W3 munoceppusi? Tsxkeno B 9T0 IOBEPUTL, 0COOEHHO II0CIIe TOT0, KakK BUIIl BOCIIOIL30BaICsd MOUM
JKeJjaHueM 4YTOOBI TOAXKeYb UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CTOIHILY.

— Hy, cettuac 0wl g criacaTh TebOs He CcTajla, IOTOMY YTO MOS Iyllla Temepb 0ojiee YeM MOTHOCTHIO
IIPOTHMIIA ThMOM, JOCTABIIEHCS MHe OT Buima... HO mpolutas ABenruHa Oblyla HaMHOTO 0ojee
MSATKOTEJION, TaK YTO B TBOE CITACEHHUE BO UMSI MUJIOCEPOUS HE TaK yXK U CII0KHO ITOBEPUTH, €CIIH
CMOTPETh UMEHHO C ee TOYKM 3peHus. Tem 0ojiee, YTO ee KejaHKWe CIacTu Te0s COBIIamaso C
MOTHBalMel Builla B BUIe TBOETO XKeJaHUs — BCe IPOCTO.

— B TakoMm cnyyae... s mo-HacTosieMy 61aromapeH Tebe 3a TBoe 6€CKOPHICTHOE CIIaCeHHe, BOT.
KoHeuHO, GBIJI0 HETIPUSITHO, KOTIa BUIII Tak CUITbHO BHIBEPHYII HAIIIM JKeJIaHUST Hau3HAHKY, HO THI
HaBEPHSKa U caMa 3TOT0 COBCEM He Xkejana. Mnu Het?..



— 4 pa3ouyapoBaHa, ABrycCT... pa3o4apoBaHa B XeJlaHUM «CHOelaTh BCEX MIOAeH CYaCTIUBHIMY,
WCITOJTHUB BCe MX XKeJlaHus». MHe TaK CUJIbHO 3TOTO XOTEJI0Ch, ¥ 9TO KejaHue ObIJI0 TAKUMU
HepeaJibHBIM, YTO S JaKe He 3a4yMblBajlaCh BCEPhE3, KaKue peasibHbIe MTOCIEOCTBUS OHO MOXKET
IIOHEeCTH 3a co60i. U Temeps MHE COBCEM He XOYeTCS HUYEero momo0Horo... Mo ke BuIt mormotun
Moe JKeJlaHHe OKOHYATEeNIbHO, He 0T/laBas ero o0paTHO. Takoe TOXKe BO3MOXKHO.

— IMousiTHO. — Bups, 4To ABeuHE HE COBCEM MPUSITHO 00 3TOM TOBOPUTH, ABTYCT PEIIHI OCTAaBUTh
9Ty TEMY AJId pa3roBopa B IoKoe. [1o KparHel Mepe, Ha BpeMs. — Hy... u 4To Teneps? UTO THI
Oynmerb genaTh? [IpOmOMKHUIIL NCCTIEOBAHUS TOM Marudeckoy aHoManuu? Bymeb HCIIOMHATh
JKeJlaHUS HeCYaCTHHIX mroguiinek? Unu... IpocTo yugemsb?..

— 4 nopasuna Te6s BaMOupu3MoM, ABTycT. Y HEMPOCTHIM — NePBO3LaHHEIM BaMIILPU3MOM,
OTJIMYAIOIIEerocs 0T 00sYHOTO0. TH OyHeIb CTpafiaTh OT MIPU3HAKOB BaMIIMPHU3Ma HAMHOT'O CUIIbHEE,
YyeM JpyTHe BaMIIUPHI, HO U CUJ y Tebs OymeT Gomnbiie. BripoueM, TBoe IpeBpalleHle ellle He
3aKOHYEHO [I0 KOHIIA... XOTs Te0s y2Ke MOKHO Ha3BaTh IOJTHOIIEHHHIM BaMIIMPOM. A ITPOJOJIKATh JIN
PUTYyaJl CO MHOM — MEJI0 YKe TBOe, S ¥ TaK pelnia 3a Tebs CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

— YTo THI X0Yelllb 3TUM CKa3aTh? f He COBCeM IIOHUMAI0, K 4YeMY THI Befelllb.

— 41 He 3HAat0, YTO OBUIO [T TeOs Nydllle — yMepeTh UM CTaTh HENIIONEM, UYIOBUIIEM, KOTOPHIX THI
TaK CUJIbHO HEHABUIUIIIb... HO S HE CMOTJIA ITIPOCTO CMOTPETD, KaK THl yMuUpaelb. U pa3 yx Ta
MUIocepaHas ABe/rHa pelliuya CacTu Tebs — s He CMOTy OPOCUTh TeOs Ha MONNYTH, 9TO OygeT Kak
MUHUMYM 0€30TBETCTBEHHO. BMecTe ¢ 3THM, S He MOTY IIPOCTO YUTH, TI0 KpaliHe! Mepe, KOHKPETHO B
IaHHBIY MOMEHT, KOTHa TH TOJIbKO-TOJILKO CTaJl IIOJHOIIEHHKIM BaMIIUPOM U 6ojiee He CTPafiaelllb OT
cBoeit 6one3Hu. U... — HabpaB Bo3myxa B IPynb, ABerHA IIyMHO BBIJOXHYJIA U cKa3ana: — 4
npepnnaraio Tebe KOHTPAKT, ABIYCT.

— KonTpakT? UT0-TO BpOAe CAENIKU C ObsIBOJIOM, Ja? — YCMEXHYBIIUCE, CIIPOCUII OH. — U KaKoe ke
npensioxkeHre? Xo4elb BOCIIOIb30BaThCSA MOUMHU yCiIyraMu younns? Vnu HanpoTus, xKefaellb
VICIIOJIHUTE MO€TO XeJlaHue B 00MeH Ha fyury?

— KoHTpakKT c IeMOHOM, ec/ii OBITh TOYHBIM. — YXMBIIbHYBIIIMCH, OTBeTUIa ABeNnnHa. — Benb 1 —
neMoH, u Tebe COBCEM He CTOUT 00 3TOM 3abbIBaTh. A YTO [I0 YCJIOBUH, HY... pa3 s HHIHEITHUN TeMOH
JKeJaHUM, MHe ITOJIBJIaCTHO BUETHL YyXKUe XKejaHWe — U TBOe ceildac g BUXKY 06ojee 4eM OTYETIIUBO.
Teneps, momo6HO MHE, TBOE XKeJlaHNe COBEPIIEHHO UHOE.

IelCTBUTENBHO, Cei9ac ABTYCT y2Ke He YyBCTBOBaJI KeJlaHUs OCUACT/IMBUTH BCEX JTIOEU —
BO3MOXKHO, B TOT pa3 Bui gelicTBuTENIbHO O€3BO3BPATHO IOTJIOTUII UX, IPEBPATUB B UUCTYIO
Maru4decKylo 9Hepruio 4ToOH BOIJIOTUTh 3TUM CaMble KejlaHus B XKU3Hb. Celtyac ABrycT 6obiiie
BCET0 JKeJjlajl HalTH HaCTOSIIero youiilly CBoei MpueMHOM CEMbH, ¥ Cpa3y 3a 3THUM IIJIO0 ero XKejlaHue
IIPUBHECTHU IIEPEBOPOT B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO CTONHUIY, N30aBUB IO OT MIPUHYOUTETHHOT'0 KJIIaCCOBOTO
pasfeeHus U TUPaHWM HBIHENTHero nMiepartopa Kauzepa II.

Ecnu Y HEro eCThb X0Thb KaKOH-TO IITaHC HAaWTH UCTUHHOTO YGI/IfII_Iy B OOMHOYKY, TO CBEPIINUTH
IIepeBopoT B HMHepaTOpCKOIZ CTOJInLIE OJHOMY €My TOYHO He IIOJIYUYUTCA — U B TAKOM CJIy4dae



KOHTPAKT C JIeMOHOM, CHUASIIKMM IIepe HUM, TeHCTBUTEILHO HMeeT CMEICII. Bemb pagu uero ABrycrTy
BOOOIIIe KHUTh, €CJIK He Paii UCIIOTHEHHS CBOMX XKeaHui? OH COBCEM HEe TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIEe
JKejaeT BOJIOYUTH 3a co00M 6ecCMBICIIEHHOe CyllecTBOBaHue. [la ¥ Kak OBl OH 9TO HU OTPHIIAJ,
JKeJlaHue MOICOIUTh CBOEMY OTIy y HEero Bce e IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIO.

— {1 ¥CTIOMHIO 1eNbIX IBa TBOUX XKelaHus, U Thl, KOHEYHO XKe, JoragblBaellbCsl KaKuX. — ABeluHa
TIOJHSIJIA PYKY ¥ IT0Ka3aja CPeJHUM U yKa3aTeIbHBIN Iasel] B Bume «V». — B3aMeH, s mompolmy Tebs
IIOMOYb MHe Pa300paThCsl C TOM Marudyeckou aHoMmanuei. [IpocTo, mpaspa?

— Kakoii-To IIOJO3PUTEIIBHO HepaBHOHeHHBIﬁ obMeH OJIS TeMOHa KelaHuu TIIOJIY4a€TCd, HE
HaXOMUIIL? — IOYyTJIMBO TOBOPHUJI OH, HO IIOOTEKCT €ro BOIIPOCa BCe XKe OBLIT CEPBE3HEIM.

— 9 — meMoH, 9TO IpaBa, HO BO MHE TakK e 0CTaJI0Ch ¥ MHOT'0 YeJI0BeYeCKOT0, BO3MOXKHO, Maxke
IPEUMYIIECTBEHHO YeJI0BEUECKOE, a ITIOTOMY s BOJIbHA BEICTABIISTH JT00BIE ycmoBusi. K ToMy ke, Moe
BMeEIIIATeILCTBO B TBOK XKU3Hb OYKBAJIbHO BEIHYIUIIO TE0S CTAaTh BAMIIMPOM, MOMM TBOPEHHEM, a
TIOTOMY $1, B OIIpefesIeHHOM CMEICTIe, BUHOBATa Iepe ToOOoH.

ABFYCT OTBETHUII €ii MOTYaHUEM, 3aJyYMEIBAsICh O €€ CJIOBaX.

— ¢ He MOTy OCTaHOBUTHCS, HO MOTY TI03BOJIUTE ce0e maTh Tebe BHIOOP: 16O ST OCTABIIIO BCEe Kak
€CThb, Mbl MUPHO Pa30MAeMCsI, ¥ THI IIPOCTO MPOJOJIKUILIE CYIIECTBOBATh B BUI€ BAMIIHPA, JIN0O MEI
TIOMMUIIEM KOHTPAKT, KOTOPHIHA IIO3BOJIUT MHE B TIOJIHOM Mepe TBOPUTh CBOYM IeMOHUYECKUE
«IITYYKH» C TBOEH MEPCOHOM 1, BMECTE C 9TUM, OYKBAJIbHO UCIIONHSATD XKelaHus. §1 Tak ke nam tebe
BO3MOXKHOCTh OKOHYATEJIbHO IIPEeBPATUTHLCS B HACTOSIIIET0 BAMIIMPA, B TAKOT'0, KaKUM 5 caMa B
MaHHBIA MOMEHT U SIBJISIOCE.

— BTopoi BapraHT HAMHOT0 00Jiee «SIPKUU» U «pa3H000pa3HLIN», HEKEJIU IIEePBHIH, a TOTOMY BEIOOD,
KaK MHe KaXeTCs, 0Y4EeBUIEH C CAMOTO Havasa. — ABI'yCT OmoOpUTENIbHO MOKUBal. — MHe COBCEM He
HPABUTCS MEPCIEKTHBA 0 TOM, YTOOH BiIeYb 3a C000¥ OeCcCMHICIIEHHOe CyllecTBOBaHue. 1 MHe
OEeHCTBUTEILHO X0TeJIOCh OBl OTIINIATUTE TeOe 3a CllaceHue.

— Tonbko cam bor 3HaeT, 4To f7isg Te0s OO NTy4ile, ABTYCT... — HEPEIIUTEIbHO TOBOPUIIa ABETHHA,
COMHEBASICh B TPaBEeIHOCTH CBOUX AeMCTBUMN. — Ho nmagHoO, THI caM 3TO TOJBKO YTO CKa3ajl, U i
COBCeM He TsHYIa Tebs 3a SA3BIK... — YCIIOKauBasi caMmy cebsi, mobaBuia OHa.

B BO3OyXe IIOABUIICSA YUCTHIM CBUTOK, Ha KOTOPOM C Te4yeHHEM BPEMEHHU II0sABUIIACh IIEHTarpaMMa 1
HECKOJIBKO CTPOK HaIlMCaHHEIX Ha JIATUHCKOM M COOEPXKallluX B cebe YCIIOBHA 3TOT0 CaMOTI' O
KOHTpPAKTa. Sl CTPOKH COOepPKaJli XKXeJIaHuA, eClIn OBITH 060JI€E TOYHEIM.

— OOBIYHO, TAKUM KOHTPAKTOM JIIOOU NENCTBUTEILHO MMPOAAIOT AYIIY AeMOHaM... — 3aMeTHIIa
ABenuHa, TS0 Ha TO, KaK BEIPUCOBHIBAETCS COMePXKUMOe CBUTKa. — Ho B HallleM ciiy4ae KOHTPAKT
CKopee OobIlle YCIOBHBIN, 100 He UMeeT CPOKa ¥ HaKalaHUs. U Bce XkKe OH [OJIKEH CYIIeCTBOBATh,
YTOOBI IEMOHUYECKAsI Marusi CMOIJIa 3aUMeTh II0JIHOe NeHCTBHE.



— JlagHo, magHo... s MPOCTo Oyay HaoesThCs, YTO Tl MEHs He 0OMaHbIBaelllb, ¥ YTO TaM B CAaMOM
mese HeT CTPOYKH, Tfie 5 MPOHAi0 CBOIO AYIY... TaK... — ABI'YCT CHSIJI C ITOSICA HOXK M ITPHUCTABHUII €70 K
0e3BIMSIHHOMY ITaJIbIly, COOMpPasiCh MPOKOI0Th. — [IOAMKUCHBATE K€ TaKOe Hafo KPOBbIO, S IIpaB?

— Jla, HO myullle YK pa3pexXb JIafoHb... I nyiero a¢dexTa, Tak cka3aTb. — BMecTe ¢ HUM,
ABenuHa focTazna CBOY CKJIAAKOU KJIWHOK ¥ IIPUCTaBUIla JIe3BUE K JIafIOHU, KaK OHA U IIPEeJIoXKuUIa
Asrycty. — [103BOJIb MHE CTATh TBOUM AEMOHOM, ABIYCT.

BHOBB 000pUTENIbHO KUBHYB, ABI'YCT CHEa Pe3K0e IBUXKEHNE HOKOM U Pa3pe3all fo KPOBH
JIafOHb, TIOCTIE YEeTO0 Ty XKe CEKYHOY IPUCIIOHU eT0 K CBUTKY U TYT XKe OfepHYyHI pykKy. [Tocre,
ABenrHa MOBEPHYJIa KOHTPAKT B CBOIO CTOPOHY ¥ IIOBTOPHJIA TOXKE CaMOe, YTO CHeial OH — TaKuM
00pa3oM IOJTyYHIICS KPOBABHIM KPECT, KOTOPHIM paBHOMEPHOE pacIpenesnuscs 10 BCeEM CUMBOJIaM Ha
CBHUTKE, OKPAIKMBAs UX B KPOBABO-0ATPOBHIH 1IBET. 3@ 3TUM, CBUTOK CTOPET.

— HUrTaxk, KOHTPAKT 3aKJIIOYEH... — OIIOBECTHJIa ABenuHa, TI905 Ha MarudecKuy mermer, che3a101_u1/11?1
IIpsAsMO B BO3OyXe. — Camoe BpeMsS Ha4aThb UCIIOJIHATHE 2KeJIaHHA.

BHe3amnHo, BCe BOKDPYT UCUY€e3JI0, ¥ OCTalach JIMIIL TEMHAs IyCTOTa. ABTYCT yIaj co CTyJa IpSMOo Ha
TI0JI, UM Ha ero 1nofobue, a ABeniuHa ycIesia IOAJIeTeTh B BEPX Ha KPBUIbAX, CPa3y 3a 9TUM
OITyCTUBIIKCH Ha 3eMJI0. KaxeTcsl, *MeHHO TaKOro MCXofia OHa 1 foOuBaach.

— MHe Ka3anock, 3To 6yneT O0bHee... — IPUTOBapPUBAJ ABTYCT, JepKach 3a TOI0BY, Kyaa
IIPENTOI0XKUTENIBHO IIPUIIENICS yaap, Ho 00U OH NeHCTBUTEIPHO He YyBCTBOBAJ, 0O TO, Te OHU
cerlyac HaXOOUIMCh MOXKHO OBIZIO CPaBHUTh HEBECOMOCTbIO, C TOW JIUIIb PA3HUIEN YTO TYT MOXKHO
OBIIO XOIUTh KaK B 0OLIYHOM Mupe. — UM pamu yero aTo OvlIo0, ABe?..

Oco3HaB, YTO Celyac OH 0KA3aJiCs B IPeie/IbHO HeyOOoOHOM II0JI0XKEHUH, ABTYCT HE CMOT laxkKe
IIOTOBOPHUTH €€ UMsI, IOTOMY YTO ABEJIMHA IPSIMO ceryac 3abpajach MPsiMO Ha HETO, TOJ00HO TOMY,
KaK OHa 3a0payiach Ha HETO B YACOBOW OalllHe, YTOOBI 3aBEPIIUTL PUTyasn BaMmupudmMa. CoOCTBEHHO,
ABrycT ¥ IofyMaJ, 4YTO OHa IIPSIMO ceiyac cOOMPaEeTCs 3aBEPIIUTh TPETHIO, TIOCTEOHEI0 CTAOHI0, HO
YTO-TO B ee I'/la3ax OblI0 onmpefeeHHO 00MaHUYMBEIM, HaMeKaloIIMM Ha TO, UTO Cefyac ee UCTUHHEIE
HaMepeHUsT COBCEM He B Iepeayy KPOBU U30 PTa B POT.

B u 6e3 Toro cmymiaomei 00CTaHOBKE, ABEIMHA IEeMOHCTPATUBHO 00JIM3HY 1A TyOHs 1 61ecHy1a
BaMIIUPCKUMHU KJIBIKAMHU. ABT'YCT BOT-BOT COOMPAJICS BO3PA3UTh, HO JEMOH-BAMITUD TYT K€ BLEMUJIICS
B ero ry0Bl Tak e, KaK U I0 9TOTO, He faBas HECUACTHOMY IIapHIO ¥ IIaHca. M Bce Ke UHTYHUIHS ero
He TOJBeJIa — ceiuac Bce OBII0 HECKOIBKO WHAve, 100 ABI'YCT COBCEM He YyBCTBOBAJ IIPUBKYCa
KPOBH, IIPUCYIIETO BCEM MPOIIIHIM Pa3aM B TaKOM OeCITOIIaHOM aKTe Haf[pyTraTeIbCTBA Hafl €T0
COOCTBEHHBIM TEJIOM. JTO OBLJI... IPOCTO MOLENYH, UMEHHO B €T0 IIePBOHAYAIBHOU hopme, 6e3
HaMepeHUM pacKyCUTh KoMy-nubo ryoy.

910 OBINIO OEWCTBUTENILHO HEOKUIAHHO [JIST HET0, HO B KAKOM-TO CMBICTIE 3TOT IIOIENTyii OB TeM,
Yero OH MO-HACTOSIIIEMY XOTeJN, HO He MOT IIPU3HAThLCS He TO YTO ABEJIMHE, HO U caMoMy cele.
VIpoHUYHO, HO IeMOH-BaMIIUP, KOTOPOTO OH HEKOIla HeHaBUMAEJ I, CTaJl IMHCTBEHHEIM, K KOMY
ABTYCT IT0-HACTOSIIIIEMY TIOYYBCTBOBAJI JI000Bb. Pe30HaHC, KOTOPHIM ITPOU30IIIeI B MOMEHT, KOra



ABryCT y3HaJ €e HaCTOSIIYI0 IMYHOCTh, ¥ €r0 COOCTBEHHAs HEYBEPEHHOCTD, He TI03BOJISI/IN eMy
IeiCTBOBATh B «JII000OBHOM» KJII0Ye KaK TOr[a, TaK ¥ ceryac.

[TpaBunwsHO M1 3T0? HeT, HaBEpHOE, 3TO ONPENeIeHHO HEIIPaBUIbHO.

Ho SaHpeTHBIIZ IIJ1I00 1 JOJI2KEH OBITDH CJIQJIKMM, TaK BEIb?

— CMero mmojaraTh, 4TO TBOE IIePBOe XKeJlaHue U3 TPeX ObIJIO UCIIOIHEHO... — OTOPBABUIUCEH OT
ABrycra, cKkasasna OHa, BeITUpas I'yorl. M Ha «Tpex» OHa 0c000 CHIIbHO aKI[eHTHPOBala BHUMAaHUE,
HaMeKas, YTO B OTHOM ITYHKTE OHa ero Bce ke oOMaHysa. — Bce Xe 51 meMoH, u 6e3 o6MaHa B
IEeMOHHNYECKOM KOHTPAKTe HUKYHA. A Teleps nepeuaeM K Oemy...

ABTryCTy TOJIBKO ¥ OCTaBaJ0Ch CMOTPETh 3a TeM, KaK I10-HOBOMY pa3pe3aeT cebe J1afmoHb, HO B 3TOT
pa3 He IS MOAIUCAHUS KOHTPAKTa, a AJi TOro, YTOOB HAllOUTh HECYACTHOTO B 0YEPETHOMN pa3
cBoel KpoBbio. Ho uHOTO crioco6a HET — CTaTh OOBIYHBIM BAMIIMPOM MOXKHO U IIPOCTO
«3apa3uBLIUCL», HO ABeNMHa Oblzla MHOU, U CIIOCOOH! y Hee ObLIM COBEPIIEHHO MHBEIMHU.

Ipyroe merno, 4To aGCOMIOTHO HESICHO, TIOYEMY OHA He chesana ABrycta OObIYHBIM BaMIIUPOM B TOT
pa3 — BO3MOXKHO, 3aKTMHAHNE BaMIIUPU3Ma OBIJIO CIUIIKOM MacIITaOHBIM, MU XK€ BOBCE HbIHE
HEJOCTYTHEIM [/l Hee. B peanusx yrpo3sl XKU3HU OHa CTapajach AeMCTBOBaTh MaKCUMaIbHO OBICTPO,
U Telephb eyl IPUIeTCs MPUHATH Ha ce0s1 0TBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a 3TO.

— Xopot111o, 4TO 5 M€ KOHTPOJIUPOBATh IUPKYIAINIO KPOBH, a TO OBl 9TO 3aTSHY/IOCh Ha IO/ITHE
Yackl... — TS5 Ha pa3pe3aHHylo JagoHb, roBopuiia oHa. — CKopo Tebe 3TO HAYHET Jaxe
HPaBUTHCS, oberraio. — [ITPUCIOHUB PYKY KO PTY ABryCcTa, OHa 3aCTaBUJIa €r0 UCIIUTh CBOEH KPOBU. —
[Teit... ecu xouelrb XKuTb. — [IIyMHO pacCMesIBIIKCh, CKa3ajla OHa, OTCHIJIast Ha CBOU COOCTBEHHEIE
CIJI0Ba, KOTOPBIE OHA CKa3asa IIpPY MEPBOM UX BCTPEYE.

XBaTHUJIO0 BCETO MUHYTHI, YTOOBI ABI'YCT HACHITHIICS, TIOCTIe Yero ABenvHa ybpasa pyky, faB eMy B
MepY OTHBIIIATHCS. 3a 3TUM, OHa BCTajla IPSIMO Hafl HUM U YCTaBUIaCh Ha €T0 YTOMJIEHHOE JIULIO,
TJISiOs1 CBepXy-BHU3. HecuacTHEIN ABIYCT XK€, TeM BpeMeHEeM, IIBITAJICS OTAbIIIATHCS.

— CKkasaThb 110 IpaBfe, TH HaYMHAEIlb MEHS IIyraTh CBOUMHU OENUCTBUSIMHU... — TOBOPUII OH,
TIOKYChIBast T'yOwI, 4TOOBI yOpaTh C HUX OCTAaTKU €€ KPOBHU.

— 4 — mepBO37aHHKIN NEMOH-BAMIIND, KOHEUHO 5 [0IKHa Te0S MyraTh. — YXMBIIASACH, TOBOPUIIA
oHa. — W MoXKeIb gaxke He CMOTPETh MHE ITOf] 100Ky — pa3odapyelnbcs. Bmpouem, ecnu Tebs
B030YXKIAIOT ITAHTAJIOHEL... — 3allelUB TKAHb IIaThs, ABeJIMHA CJIerKa IPUIIOIHSIIA eT0, HO BCEro
JIUIITH PafiX U3IEeBKH, IIOTOMY UTO [laXKe TaK TaM HUYEro Hejb3s OBIJI0 YBUOETS.

— 41 ¥ He TIBITAJICS, €CJIK YECTHO... — TIOBEPHYB TOJIOBY B €€ CTOPOHY, ABI'YCT BCE K€ BOJIBHO-
HEBOJILHO 3aTTISTHYII K Hel moj] 100Ky, HO TKaHb TaK CHJIHO BCE 3aT€MHsIJIa BHYTPH, UTO HUYETO HE
ObI710 BUIHO. BipoueM, MOKHO OBIIO MOM060BATHCS €€ MUIOBUIHEIMYU UylKaMu. — WHOTa g He
TIOHKMMalo0, 4TO y Tebs BooObIe mpoucxoguT B ronoBe. OcobeHHO ceryac.



— MozxeIb CYUTATh 3TO XKECTOM MOeH 6/1arofapHOCTH, — HaTHYBIUKCD, OHA MPOTSHYJA PYKY, YTOOH!
TIOMOYb €My BCTaTh Ha HOTU. — Celyac THl He [OJIXKEH OTK/IIOUUTHCS, TIOTOMY YTO BO BTOPOH pa3 s
cnerka nepeb6opuuia. Boo6ile, yoUBUTEILHO, YTO ThI BhIAEPKAl HArPy3KY... ObITh MOXKET, THI
TIepeHeC BCE TaK JIETKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO MHI B APYTOM U3MEPEHUH.

— XO0po1110, 5 IOBEPIOCh TBOUM OXKUAAHUSIM U TBOEMY KOMIIIUMEHTY... — IIPUHSB PYKY IIOMOIIIH,
ABTyCT BCTAJl Ha HOTH C €e TIOMOIIIbI0, VIUBUBIIKCH OT TOTO, KaK JIETKO OH MPUTSIHYJA ero K cebe,
Oynmy4u TakoM XpYIKO# Ha BUL AeByLUIKoNW. — Cuibl Tebe He 3aHUMATh, Oa?

— HeMmHOTO0, — OTIyCTUB €T0 PYKY, ABe/IMHA Pa3BEPHYJIACh Ha MECTE ¥ MEMJIEHHO 3allarasa B
CTOPOHY BEIXO#a. — Tebe Temeps, KCTaTH, ToXKe. — [IOCMOTPEB Ha HETO Yepes IIeYo, ABeJIMHA
nobasuna: — [loiimeM, meMoH-BaMnup Maamui. Jo6paThcs 0o uMmnepaTopa OymeT TSIKKO.

— OTkypna TH BOOOIlle M3Ha4YaIbHO y3Hasa, 4To 1 — OacTapd uMmnepaTopa?.. — rnogbexkan cOOKY K
ABenuHe, CIIPOCUJI OH Y IIPOMIOJIZKMJI IIATaTh 3a Hel.

— 3Haelllb, HEMOHEI CITOCOOHBI BUIETH JTI0[Ie# HAaCKBO3b, — CJIOKUB PYKM 3a CIIMHOM, OHa ITOBEPHYIIA
TOJIOBY B €T0 CTOPOHY, He IIpeKpalras uaTu. — MHorga OyKBaibHO.

— 0, HY... 3TO MHOT0€ 00BSICHSIET, [a... — 03aJaYUBILIKUCh OTBETOM, PaCTepsasHHO CKa3aJll OH.

OcCTaHOBUBIINCE IPSIMO TIePeN BEIXOIOM, ABeNIMHA pa3BepHYyIach Ha MeCTe U B3syia ABr'ycTa 3a PYyKH,
TIOMOTaB UX TO BJIEBO, TO BIIPaBo. [Tociie, OHa OLIEHWBAIOIE OCMOTPEIA €T0 JIUI0, 0CO3HABAs, YTO
ceivyac OH IOJIHOCTHIO IIEPEHSII MPU3HAKKM BaMIIMPA, U TEIeph YK eMy TOYHO 0e3 Maruu OymeT He
000MTHCH, ECITU OH BCE K€ 3aX0UeTCs T0Ka3aThCs B CTOJIULIE.

Ho noMuMo 3TOr0 ee 6eCIIOKOMIIO U ellle KOe-4TOo: caMa BHEITHOCTh, IIPUCYIas BaMIupaM.
M3HayanmpHO 3TO HE IIaHMPOBAJIOCh KAK HEOOXOMUMBIN PE3YJIbTAT, TAKUEe U3MEHEHUS BO BHEIIIHOCTH
cTanmu, ckopee, 1000YHBIM 3()(HEeKTOM, BEICTYIAIOIIUM B BUIE HEKOW M3[EeBKY Bullla, KOTOPHIN 3HA,
yT0 OO0JIbIIE BCEX B XKU3HU ABEJIMHEI €€ BOCXUIAJa JJIIH.

— 3Haelb, 1 C caMOro Hayasa OblJla TaKOW, — yKa3aB Ha CBOe JIUI0, CKa3ana ABennHa. — C camoro
POXIeHUs y MeHs Oy Oellble BOJIOCH, KaK ¥ KpaCHBIE T'la3a... Kak 1 O1egHas KoxKa, BRITISASIAs
HACTOJIbKO HEeCTECTBEHHO, YTO OT MEHS JIIOOYU IIOPOH ITapaxaiauch. [IoqoOHEIX MHE HAa3hIBAJIA
anp0MHOCAMHM, HO B T€ BpeMeHa MeHsI CKOpee CPaBHUBAJIK C 66CCMEPTHREIMH.

— Ilomo6Hast BHEIIHOCTb... He [eflaeT Tebs XyxKe, HO 5 TOHUMAl0, KakK CUIBHO 3TO MOTJIO TOMEIIIATh
Tebe B XKU3HU.

— IIa, oHO Me1Iano. M s 4epTOBCKUYM BOCXHUINANIACh TeM, KaK Jiu, Oyaydu Takou ke, Bcerga 6e3
TeHU COMHEHHUH IIjIa BIepe[, He TT03BOJIAS TI0OIM HacMeXaThbCsl Hafl CBOel BHEIIHOCTLIO. f cuuTana
ee IIPeKPaCHOM, ¥ XOTeJla CTaTh TAKOM Ke... 9TO BRIJIUIIOCH B TO, UTO S 3aCTaBujIa He TOJLKO cels, HO
U OPYTHUX JIOflel, 3apakeHHBIX BaMIIMPHU3MOM, CTaTh IIOX0XKMMHU Ha Hac. B KAKOM-TO CMEICTIE 5
TIOBTOPHJIA MIPOKIISiTUE GeccMepTusi, ¥ 3T0 OBIIO IIPOCTO YXKACHO.



— BeCCMepTHBIe ¥ BAMIIUPEI, BHE BCAKHX COMHEHMH, TI0X0KHU... OHH B IIPSAMOM CMBICJI€ BREITJTIAOAT KaK
6paTB${ 1 CECTPHI, Pa3B€ YTO Y BaMIIMPOB 3TO BRIPAZKEHHO MeHee HeeCTEeCTBEHHO. Hy, I1o KpaﬁHefI
Mepe, MHe TakK BCerja Ka3aJlocChb...

— I'ma3a He HACTOJIBKO SIPKME U KPaCHble, KOXKa He HACTOJIbKO OyiefiHast, BOJIOCH 0OJIbIIe
cepebpsHbIe, HeXenu Oeble... a, B 9TOM OecCMepTHBIE ¥ BaMIIUPHL ¥ BIpaBhy pa3nudaioTcs. Ho He
CUJIBHO, BCE OJHO U TO XKe, MHaye OBl UX He IyTasly, IIpaBia? — BUHOBATO YIHIOHYBIINCE,
IIPOrOBOPUJIA OHA, BHOBb IIOMOTAB €T0 PyKaMU BJIEBO-BIIPABO.

— THI... XO4eIIb YTO-TO CIIPDOCHUTDH Y MEHs, HE TdK JIN?.. — COMHEBASCh, CIIPOCHII OH.

— Ia, s X04y... — B3[OXHYB, ABeJIMHa IPOAOJIKMUIIa: — & HpaBmock TeOe, ABryct? Hpasimioch nu s
Tebe BHemHe? Wy Te0e MPOTUBHO BCE, YTO CBSI3aHO C BAMIIMPAMU U UM IOIO00HBIMHU?

— 9T0 BeChbMa CUIBHO CMYIIAeT, YTOOHI TH 3HAJA, HO Pa3 YK ThI CIIPOCHUJIA... — ITPOKAIISBILIUCS,
ABTryCT OTBEeTUJI: — THl OHA U3 CaMBIX KPACUBHIX AEBYIIEK, KOTOPHIX S IIOBCTPeYasl 3a CBOIO XKU3Hb.
BrITE MOXKET, Jaxe caMasi KpacuBasi. Pa3Be 4To MeHsI HEMHOT'O CMYIIIaeT TOT GakT, YTo Oymyun
TaKOU B3POCIIOH, THI BCE €Ille BRITTISOUIID KaK...

— ...IOJIPOCTOK, fa, 5 3Hato. CTapyxa B Teje pebeHKa... 3a6aBHas IIyTKa, MpaBHa?.. —
pPa304yapoBaHHO CKa3ajia OHA, OMyCTHUB PYKH.

— Hert! — 3ampoTecToBan ABTyCT, B35B ee 3a IJIeYd. — Thl He BBRITJISIOUIID KaK MOOPOCTOK, U YK TEM
6onee He Kak pebeHOK! CKopee, KaK MMPOCTO OUeHb MOJIOHast JeBYIIKa.

— IIpomnas ABenuHa, BHe BCIKUX COMHEHMH, Oblia OBl Ha cembMOM Hebe OT CYACThsI, €CIIH OB
yCIbllllana 4YTo-HuOynb nmomoOHoe oT Tebs. — Cka3asia OHa, HaMsIIuB Ha ce0s ynbrOKy, HO 110 ee
ria3aM OBIJIO BUHO, YTO pa304yapoBaHUE BHYTPU Hee HUKYa He geoch. — Ilocye Toro, Kak s
yBH[Ie/Ia, YTO COTBOPHUIIOCH C BHEITHOCTHIO OIPYTUX JIIOeN — s TOHSJIA, YTO OYeHb 3PS MMBITaach ObITh
II0X0XKeU Ha IJu. f 0Co3Hasa, KaK BaKHa UHOUBUAYAJIbHOCTb.

— HecMmoTps Ha TO, YTO THI ITOX0XKA HA APYTHUX BAMIUPOB ¥ 6€CCMEPTHHIX BHEIIHE, BHYTPHU THI
OCTaeIbCs COBEPUIEHHO APYTMM YeJI0BEKOM... Ia ¥ HEe TOJIBKO THI, HO ¥ BCE OCTaJIbHHEIE. THl
MHAUBU[YaJIbHA 110-CBoeMy. TeM Goiee, Temeph Thl 3HAEIb, KaK BaXHO OBITH caMOil COBOIA.

— Cnacubo, Asryct. TBoU CJ0OBa... YCIIOKOUIA MeHS TaK, KaK HUYTO Opyroe. — BcTaB Ha HOCOYKY,
ABenuHa HOTSHYNIack Ty0aMu 1o meKu ABrycTa ¥ YMOKHYJIa ero. — HaBepHOe, 3TO KakK pa3 To, 4TO g
TaK CUJILHO XOTeJla YCIIBIIaTh, YTOOR MMPOOOJIKATh UATHU Hallbllle.

— ITO BOT TOJIBKO YTO... OHO TOXKE BXOMUIIO B OOHO U3 MOUX XKeJIaHUM?.. — IOTPOHYBIINUCH 10 MECTA,
KyZla ero YMOKHYJIa ABeJIMHA, CIIPOCUII OH.

— Het. — Pa3BepHYBIIKCH K BEIXOY, CAMOJIOBOJILHO YTBEPAUIIa OHA. — JTO Oblla MOSI MHUITHATHRA.



Moe... — 3aIlITHYBIIMCh Ha MOMEHT, ABenuHa BCe K€ 3aKOHYMJIa MEIC/IL. — KenaHue.
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