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ITo cpaBHEHUIO C OOBIYHEIM YacaMH, YacoBas OalllHs fejtana CBOM (GUPMEHHBIN «THK-TaK»
3HAUUTEILHO MefJieHHee, 100 CTpesiKa OBUTaeTCs He [0 CeKYHaM, a 10 MUHyTaM. [la ¥ caMd Yackl
IPEeICTaBIsANN COO0M IPeMyuyio CMeCh UCKITIOUUTEIFHOTO CKEJIETHOTO MeXaHW3Ma U Maruu.
HaBepHoe, 3T0 equHCTBeHHAs rTuOpUaHas YacoBas OalrHs B Mupe. ECITM OTKIIOYKUTh Maru4ecKyo
BU3yaJIM3alldio0 — CJI0XKHUTCS BIeYaTiieHue, 4To 1udepbiaT HegonenaH.

Maruyeckast Bu3yanu3anus fenaeT OallHIo I0-HaCTOSIIEMY ITOTPSICAIONed, 0COOEHHO B HOUHOE
BPEMS CYTOK — OHO CITy2KHMT SIDKMM KOHTYPOM, BBIIEJISIOMKUM 0COOeHHOCTH IudepbiaTa 1mo
CeKyHmaM. MexaHWuYecKas CTPesiKa OBUKETCS [0 MUHYTaM, ¥ ee Maru4eCcKuit KOHTYP OBUKETCS C
Hel B YHHUCOH, HO MTPUCYTCTBYET TaK JKe U Marudeckas CeKyHIHas CTpejKa, pa3Be YTO OHA JBUTAETCS
6e3 XxapaKTepHOI0 3ByKa, B OTJIUYHE OT MeXaHUYeCKOH. [I0ToMy 4TO, COGCTBEHHO, CEKYHITHOTO
MexaHM3Ma B OallrHe HeT.

TonbKo Uk 00CTyKUBAOIINH TepcoHas 6allHy U ABTYCT 3Ha/IM, KAKOW MOTPSICAOIINH BUT
OTKPHIBAETCS C 3TOM OaIlTHU HOYbI0O — CTOJIMLIA BHITJIAIUT COBEPILIEHHO MHOM, €CIM CPDAaBHUBATD €€ C
IHeBHBIM 00uureM. OcoOeHHO XOPOIIO BUIHO Pa3HULy MEeXAY «yPOBHSIMU» CTOJIUIEL — B CAMBIX
IIePBBIX 3HAUUTENIBHO MEHbIlIe Marundeckou orHeil u ¢poHapey, HexXeu B nocienyoux. Ha BTopom
YPOBHE U BOBCe (oHapeil MpaKTU4YeCKU He ObIJI0 — JIUIIb U3pefKa MOXKHO OBIIO YBUETh
MarudecKue BHIBECKHU, XOTh KO€-KaK BHIIEIAIONINEe 9TOT YPOBEHb.

Kak u B TOT pa3 — ABrycT 3abpasicsi Ha caMbiii Kpal 1udep6iara, TOJIBKO B 3TOT pa3 IIpH HeM He
ObLI0 ero BoOJIIeOHOTO IJ1allla, KOTOPHIM OH MOT ObI VKPHITH ce0s1. BripoueM, B 3TO BpeMs [HS, [a ellle
Y Ha TAaKOW BHICOTE — HUKTO ¥ BOBCE HE 00OpPATUT Ha HEro BHUMaHUS.

ABrycT 3abpascs ciofa, 4To0Bl IIPOCTO ITOAyMaTh O TOM, UTO €My CTOUT [iejlaTh ceidac, YTOOH He
yMepeTh My4YUTEIbHOM CMEPTHIO OT YAVIIEHUS U KPOBaBOTO Kamigd. U TyT Kak HU KCTaTH €371
MBICJIH O CYyHLIAJe — KaK pa3 U MeCTO IOOXOfsIlee, U aHTypaX... U COOBITHS, UTO IPEIIIeCTBOBAN
aToMy OHI0. Kak u cka3an BuHTep — ero MecTh, II0 CyTH, CBEPILUJIACH, a KUTh eMy 0OJIbIlIe 1
He3aueM, 100 OH MOJTHOCTBIO Pa304YapoBacs Kak B CTOJIUIlE, TaK U B Mupe. KOHEYHO, KaK BapuaHT
ObL710 OBl IOTIBITATHCSE U3MEHUTDH XOTS OBl 3TY CAaMy0 CTOJIUIY — HO 3TO BeOb HEBO3MOXKHO, ITpaBaa?
Kakum 06pa3oM yMHUpaIOIINi OTIIPHICK UMIIEpaTOpa MOXKET XOTh CKOIbKO-TO U3MEHUTH CTOJIUIY? ITU
BOTIPOCHL HAITPO4b OTOUBAJIK BCI0O MOTHBAIMIO.

Bynyuu ybuiitie#, CKoabKo Obl ABI'yCT HM YOHMBaI — CTOJIHIIA TOJIKOM U He MEHSIeTCS, XOThb U
TIOIOHKOB CTAaHOBUTCS MeHbIe. M0oxXHO Obl10 ObI TOMTPOOOBATH CIIAHUPOBATh YOUMCTBO CaMOT0
“MIIepaTopa, HO KTO CKa3asl, 4To fJaXke IIPU yCIlexe 3TO BO3BIMEET XOTh KaKou-To 3¢ hekT? CKopee
BCET0, Ha MEeCTO UMIIepaTopa MpUMeT elle O0IbIINY TONOHOK, a COCEIHIE KOPOJIEBCTBA 3aX0TAT
3aXBaTUTh PECYPCHI UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTOIHUITL ITPH CMeHe MpaBuTesns. HauHeTcs BOWHa, U
UMIIEpaTOPCKas CTOJIMIA eCII He MafieT, TO OyOeT OKOHYaTeIbHO UCTOLIeHa. BIipoyeM, TaxKeso
CKas3aTh, YTO JIy4llle I Hee — MPOMOIKaTh CYIIIeCTBOBATh WJIM ITAaCTh OKOHYATEIbHO, YTOOH IaTh
OPYTUM BOCCENaTh Ha TPOHE «CTOJIUIIEI BCETO MUpPa».

ABryCT IIPOCTO He MOT 3aUMETh YCIIEX, [0 KpaHel Mepe B OMMHOYKY. HyKeH OB IJ1aH, KOTOPHIH
IIPEOTBPATHUT Y2KaCHEIE ITOCIIeICTBUS T0CTle yOuMCTBa UMIIepaTopa, a OH COBCEM He pa30upaeTcs B



nonuTuke. [ HEro, ero CylaieCTBOBaHME IIEpeCTaslio UMETh CMEBICII... Id U COBCEM CKOPO OH YMDPET, U
BCe€ €ro BOSMOXKHEIE€ IIJIaHBl OKOHYATEJIbHO PYXHYT. ABenuHEI 00JIbIIIE HET, @ BMECTE C HeH u
BI/IH.IMaCTepa, BC€, 3a YeM OH IOHAJICA BC€ 3THU I'OOHIL... CTUHYJIO.

Bce OBLJI0 KOHUYEHO.

CkuHyB c ce6s1 BUHTOBKY, Ta 3BOHKO PYXHYJIa Ha 110/, ¥ ABTYCT cesa HeGOobIoH mar BIepesn,
BCTaB Ha CaMbIi Kpaii. BeTep oy HeMHOTO CUIbHEe, U, XKeJlasl OIIyTUTh ero Ha cebe, ABTyCT
CTSHYT ¢ cebs MacKy, 3aKpHIBaIOIEI0 JIUII0, ¥ OTIIPABUII €€ 110 BETPY. 3@ MaCKO# OTIIPaBHUIICS U €ro
OCHOBHOM, TEMHBIY T/alll OT KOCTIOMa, KOTOPBIM OH HOCUII IIOM CBOEH «HEBUAUMKO».

I'ma3a ABrycra 61eCHYIM KpaCcHO-KPOBABEIM, CMEIINBASICh C TONY00M pamyKKoi, ¥, HabpaB TaK MHOTO
BO3[IyXa B I'PyOb, CKOJILKO OH TOJIBKO MOT, ABTYCT BBIOOXHYJI ¥ IIPOKAIIIAICS KPOBbio. Ecu Ob
ABenuHa Oblla XK1Ba, OHa MOTJIa Obl IOMOYb MY, 3aKOHUYKB PUTYaJl BAMIUPU3Ma. YBH, celdac 3To
HEBO3MOXKHO: la’ke eC/ii ABIyCT HalieT APYyroro BaMIupa, OH He CMOXKeT 3aKOHYUTh PUTyall,
IIOTOMY YTO KPOBb J€MOHA-BAMIIMPA CIUIIKOM CHUIBHO OTJINYAETCS OT KPOBY OORIYHOTO BAMITHPA.

['nsaps Ha HOYHYIO CTOJHUIY, ABTYCT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI yMUPOTBOPEHKE, Ha MIHOBEHUE 3a0BIB 0 BCEX
cBoux nmpobneMax. BcmoMuHas 0 TOM, KaK COBCEM He[JaBHO JeMOH-BaMIIUD YHUUTOXKWII €€, BOIIJIOTUB
JKeJlaHUd JI0Oel B XK1U3Hb, OH He MOT IIOBEPUTh, YTO CTOJIUAILY IOCJE 3TOTO YOAI0Ch TaK XOPOIIIO
BOCCTAHOBUTbh. Marus Takoro mMacurraba He yKiagbelBanach y ABTyCcTa B I'OJIOBE, a T€ OBOE BOIIIOTUIIU
3TH MaCCHUBHbIE 3aKJIMHAHNE BCETr0 3a CYMTAHHBEIE MUHYTEL. B camoM fese, MOT /i OH BOOOIIIe XOTh
KakK-TO COBJIaflaTh C TEM XkKe CaMBIM KOIIbeM U CllacTy ABeNUHYy 0T cMepTu? MoxeT, nemoHa Bulia Bce
JKe MOXKHO OBIIO TTIepeyOeiuTh?

[Toka oH mymain 060 BCeM 3TOM, BHE3AITHO, IIOIIeJI CHET, ITOg00HEIH TOMY, KOTOPBIHA CIIPOBOIIMPOBAIT
[TyTemecTBeHHUK BO BpeMeHU 1ociie cBoero 3aknuHaHus. K cloBy, B 4acoBoi OalltHe OO CUX IIOp B
HEKOTOPBIX MeCTax BUCENIH JIbAUHEI, faXKe C y4eTOM TOr'0, YTO IIPOLIJIO YK€ HEeCKOJIbKO OHEU
HECKOJIbKO [JHEeU C TOT0 y2KaCHOTO UHIUAEHTA.

— CHer?.. — IporoBopus ABIyCT, IPOTSATHBAs PYKY BIEpe U TEM CaMbIM IIHITasICh TOMMaTh
Nafalollyi0 CHEXKUHKY B JIal0Hb.

Ho oH He cMor. Tak ke BHE3aIIHO, KaK MMOSBUJICS CHET, IIOAYJI U CUJIbHEIN BeTep, KOTOPHIH B
MI'HOBEHHEe OKa cOu ABTyCTa C HOT, I, BepHee, 3aCTaBUJI €T0 IIOCKOJIb3HYTHCS IPSMO Ha Kparo
mudep6iaTa. ABryCT maxe He cpa3dy 0CO3HaJI, UTO €T0 TeJIo MPSIMO celvac JeTUT BHU3 — OH
ITPOMOJIKAJT IBITAThCS IIOUMATh Ty CaMyl0 CHEXKMHKY, [TOKa OHa He 0Ka3alach CIIMIIKOM YK HaleKo.
BmecTe ¢ 3TUM 3a710KMII0 YIIK OT BETPa, a BPeMst IJIs1 HeT0 CTaJIo UATH HaMHOTo 60jiee MeIIeHHo,
HEeXKeJM paHblile, U3-3a Yero majieHrue U3pSmaHO 3aTSIHYIOCE.

OH mo¥iMan ce0s1 Ha MBICTT YTO 3TO, 110 KpalHe# Mepe, OBIIO JTydllle, HeXKeIl YMepeTh B arOHUH OT
apckoro Kanuis. Tem 6oee, eciny ObITH YeCTHBIMHM, OH M3HAYAJIbHO M IIeJI CIOAa JIUIIL 3aTeM, YTOOH
CIIPBITHYTH BHU3, @ He TOJIbKO YTOOHI IIOCMOTPETh Ha CTOJIUILY CBEPXY. ABTYCT He 3aKpUdaj OT
CTpaxa, KOrga 0CO3Hal, YTO JIETUT IIJIaCTOM BHU3 — OH CMUPUJICH.



CMmupuics Torga — cMupuics u cerdac. Kak u Bcerpa.

Ho.

HexXHble XKeHCKHEe PYKH CXBATHUIU ABTyCTa 3a IIJIEYH, ¥ CPa3y 3a 3TUM OH B3MBIT BBEPX, CJIOBHO €T0
TIOOKWHYIM MaTMUYeCKUM 3aKauHaHueM. OCTaHOBHMBIIKCE IPSIMO mepen nudhepoiaTomM,
CTIIaCUTEJIbHUI[A CAMOYOHUHIIEI pa3BEPHYJIa ero JIUIOM K ce0e ¥ MEeTHYJIa PSIMO B YaCOBYI0 OaIlIHIo, Ia
TaK, YTO €My 3a0[IHO eIlle ¥ YIIIK PAa3I0KUI0. B 3TOT MOMEHT ABI'yCT MOT IPEIJIOKUTH CBOEMY
CTIACUTEJII0 HUYEero, KPoMe OIIeIOMIIEHHOT0 B3TTIS/Ia.

Bo3Mo0kHO, ABTyCTa He TaK YK U XOTEJIM CIlacaTh, a, ObITh MOXKET, ¥ BOBCE IIPUKOHUYKUTH — €0 TeJIO
TPoOMIIO YaCcOBOM MeXaHW3M HaCKBO3b, PA3PYIIMB CaMOe ero OCHOBaHUe. JTOT MPOILECC 0Ka3asICs
BeCbMa 00JIE3HEHHEKIM, ¥ XOTh €T0 TEJI0 IIPOIIIO HACKBO3b, Ileflask Kyda IIepeioMOB Pa3HOU CTENeHU
TSIKeCTH ORlNTa TPOCTo eMy obecmeyeHa. A ecnu Obl OH He OBLIT XOTh KaK-TO [TOPaXkeH BaMIIUPU3MOM,
TO ero OBl 2KIajIi He TOJIBKO YBeubs, HO 1 MOMEHTaJIbHas CMEePTh.

ABrycCT IPOKATHUJICS II0 TI0JIy BMECTE CO CTaJIbHEIMU 37IeMeHTaMU MeXaHKu3Ma [0 CaMoro
IIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHOTO Kpas IudepbiaTa, B KOHIle KOHIIOB YIIEPIIXUCH CIIMHOM B CTEHY U YAaPUBIINChH
roJioBoii 00 Hee ke. VI3 mpaBol HOTH, Ha IIapy C JIeBO# PYKOM, Topyaya CJIoMaHHas KOCTh, a ObIXaHue
0Ka3aJioCh 3aJI02KE€HO U3-3a CUJIBHOTO yOapa JIeTKUX.

Ha ¢one yanuToxkeHHoro uudepbiaTa NOSIBUICS CUTYST OEBYLUIKY B IILIITHOM IIJIaThe U C
[IeMOHUYECKUMU KPBUIbIMU 3a CIUHOU. CTOUIIO ABI'YCTY IIONBITAThCS PACCMOTPETD €€, Kak
npubaBuiach elle OfHa HeMajloBaXHas ieTanab Ha (OHe ThMbI — IBIIAOIINE, KPOBaBO-KPaCHEIE
r71a3a, TaK CUJIbHO BHIIEJISIOIEECS B TEMHOTE. BHE BCAKUX COMHEHUM, €CIU TIEPef HUM IIPSIMO
ceryac He CTOsiJIa ABEJIMHA, TO 9TO OBUI KTO-TO, KTO OUeHb CUJIBHO Ha Hee II0X0X.

— HTak... — 3aroBopuia AeBYyIIKa, CIIPSITaB KPblIbsi. — HecyaCTHHIN MabuyuK PeLIui yOUTh CaMoro
ce0s1, 4TOOBI TOOOIBIIIE JIIOAEN OIEHUIIN eT0 IeYalbHyl0 CMepTh. — B ee rojoce SBHO
IIpOCIeXuBajach U3[eBKa, U BCe 3TO IIPUIPABIIANIOCH eJle 3aMeTHOU HOTKOU rHeBa. — ThH
OEUCTBUTEJIbHO TAKOU TYIIOW WJIX IIPOCTO IBITAEIIbCS TAKOBBIM Ka3aThCsd, ABTYCT?

— Tel — caMmas YXKacCad U IOCTEIAHAA IMPEOCMEPTHAA I'a/INIIOIAHAIINA, KOTOPYIO 1 TOJIBKO MOT
IMpeaCTaBUTh... — €JIe BEIIABUII U3 cebs ABI"YCT, IIOXPHUIIEIBASA OT HEAOCTATKa BO3yXd.

— Tl KamoK. — BriCTaBUB PYyKY nepen co0oii, eByIlKa, He BHIXOAsIIAs U3 TeHHU, coOpasach
3a4nTaTh 3aKiIuHaHue: — Curatio. Miraclum.

[Ipu BCHOBILLIKE SIPKOTO, TEIJIOTO CBETA OT 3aKJIWHAHUS, CTall0 BUOHO €€ JIUIO... U, BHE BCAKUX
COMHEHUH, 9T0 Obllla UMEeHHO ABeJIMHA, a He KTO-TO APYTOM, TOJIbKO ee JIUII0 CTaJjo elre 6omee
0y1emHBIM, BOJIOCHI elre 00jiee CEPHIMH, a Tla3a ele 00jie SPKUMK ¥ KPOBaBLHIMU. Tak XkKe Ha ee TOJI0oBe
MOXKHO OBIJIO 3aMETUTH eJie 3aMEeTHBIEe POKKHY, a Ha JIUIe TIOSIBUINCH TEMHEIE BEHO3HEIE BHIIETIEHUS
O[T KOXKEM, TaK CUJIbHO MEHSIOIINE ee BHEIIHOCTh Ha 0oJiee... «3JI0BEIYIO».



3ak/IMHAHKEe, KaK HeTPYOHO J0TafaThCs, IpeqHa3Havalioch UMEHHO ABTYCTY, U yKe CITyCTS MUHYTY
TIepEeJIOMBI Ha ero Tejle 3apOCiiy, a 3a HUMHU YIUIM CCafuHbI U yiuosl. Ceilivyac OH CTajl YyBCTBOBATh
ce0s1 HaMHOTO JIy4llle, eC/Ii CPaBHUBATh €T0 C JIENEIIKOH, B KOTOPYIO ABe/lHa caMa Xe U
IIpeBpaTuia ero, METHYB CO BCEX OYPH HECYACTHOI'O MPSIMO B MeXaHU3M OalllHHU.

— 4 — nui MEMOJIeTHOE COOBITHE B TBOEH XKM3HU, HUKTO. HeyKTo Most cMepTh ogBuria Tebs Ha
TaKWe OTYasTHHBIE JeicTBus? UYeM Tebe He KUIIOCh XKU3Hb O0raToro 6apoHa, UOUOT? — YKa3aB Ha
HETO TaJIbIleM, a 3a 3TUM U CJIOKUB PYKU Ha Py BHOBL 00paTUIach OHa.

— C 97011 60/1€3HBIO MHE BCE PaBHO OCTaBaJIOCh HEOOJITO... — IIPOKAIIABIINCH, OTBETHUII ABFYCT. —
ThI OBIIA IIeJIbI0 BCEYM MOEM KU3HH, XOTh 5 U CaM TOTO He IIOHMMaAJl, ¥ C TBROMM NCUYEe3HOBEHHEM MO€E
CyIIeCTBOBaHHE IIPOCTO OKa3aJIOCh JIUINIEHO CMEICIIA.

— Eme pa3... — marxys Brepef, 3JI0CTHO FOBOPHIIa OHA. — 4 Te6e HUKTO, ¥ THl MHE HUKTO, BOT
IPSIMO COBCeM. TaK KaKOro YepTa ThI PEIIXsI TaK MMOMyCKaTh BCEM IIBUIH B TJla3a, T0Ka3aB, KAKOHN ThI
HECYACTHHIHM U KaK K Tebe XKU3Hb HecIpaBeniuBa? f Tebe U3rOTOBUIIA IEJIBIN SITUK 3€JIHH, 10
OKOHYAHMIO KypcCa Thl HOJIZKEeH OBUI IPOMIUTE ce0e XKU3Hb XOTs OB JIeT Ha MATh. TH 4TO, mpeHebper
MOWMH 3€JIbSIMH, B KOTOPHIE 5T BKJIaBIBAJIa CBOIO TYIITY ¥ BPeMsi?

— Ecnu 4ecTHO, IoCJie TBOeH CMePTH S IICUXAHYJI ¥ Pa30uII BCe COMePKUMOe SIIUKa, TaK YTO
JIEYUTHCS MHe OBIIO 60JIhIlIE HEYEM... — BUHOBATO OTBOMAS B3TJISA[, CKa3asl oH. — M Kakoe Tebe mero
0 TOT'0, KaK 51 COOPAsICsT 3aKOHUYMTh CBOIO XKU3HbB, pa3 s [AJis TeOs HUKTO?

— Wpuot! BupaTh Te0s UMIepaTop YacTO POHSII B JETCTBE, Pa3 yXK Thl BRIPOC TaKUM TYIBIM! — OT
3JI0CTH, [IePENOJIHALIell ABE/INHY, B €e PYKe IIOSIBUJICS KPOBaBbli MarudeCKuil CryCTOK Ha MOMEHT.
— Camoy6uiicTBo — 9T0 yaen cnabwix, ABryct! Ecnu TH Tak He CUMTaellb — MOTY Te0s IpsMo
celyac IPUKOHYUTH, YTOOL MUP 0ojiee He BUIEN TBOEH JKaJIKON GU3NOHOMUH!

— Ila 9TO THI MOXKeEIlb 3HaTh 00 9TOM? — 00MKEHHO KUHYJI OH, 0CO3HaBasi, YTO B €e CJIOBAx
MeMCTBUTETbHO GBI MPABOUBHIA CMBICI.

— O#, cMOTpH He 3amjayb, HecyacTHOe OuTe!.. — cOernaB ellle HeCKOJIbLKO IIaroB BIepes, OHa
OCTAHOBHUJIACH U TPOHOIKUIA: — & 3HA0 3TO, KaK HUKTO JPYTrod, IOTOMY U CaMa IbITanach
IPUKOHYUTH ce0s, elle 3amoiro no tebss. — [Tociie 3TUX CI0B, OHA 3aMEeTHO yMepHJyIa CBOM MBI U
mepellyia Ha MeHee 9MOIIMOHAJIbHbIN U CIIOKOMHBIN TOH. — Bojiee Toro, TeM e caMbIM CIIOCOO0M, YTO
Y THL... — CTHIAJINBO OTBEMs B3TJISM, IIPUTOBOPHIIA OHA, HO ITOCJIE BHOBb yCTaBUIach Ha ABrycta. — Ho
MeHS cracau. M Korpa s Torfa O4Hysach, TO IOHSTA, KaKyIo TTIYIIOCTh COBepiIuia. {1 He MoTriia
OCTaThCS B CTOPOHE, VBUIEB, KAK TBOE JKaJKOe, yBsalollee TeJIo agaeT TOMIOPUKOM BHU3, 0COOEHHO
yuuTHIBas GaKT, YTO ST K 9TOMY KOCBEHHO IIPUYACTHa.

— Ter1 BooOIIIe MEPTBA, Pa3 YK Ha TO IOMLINO... — IIOAHSB B3TJISAH, ABI'YCT YTKHYJICS T'Jla3aMU B
noTojIoK. — Ho, cKa3aTh 110 IIpaBfe... I AICKPEeHHE CYaCT/IUB, YTO MHE yOasnochk Te0s YBUOETD Meper
MO€¥ KOHUMHOM... — BHOBb I'DOMKO 3aKalllJIIB, ABTYCT OTIIIIEBAJICS KPOBBIO.

— JleBy11Ka, KOTOPYIO THl 3HalI — MepTBa. Y IeMOH, 4TO KU B HEW, TOXKe. TaK 4TO, eCJIU Th



HCIIBITHIBAJ K HEM KaKKHe-TO TEIIble YyBCTBa — HE nuTay ce0s CBOUMU PO30BEIMHU HaJeXOaMU O TOM,
4YTO 4 BHOBB OIIPAaBOAl0 TBOU OXKHOAHHA. HOTOMY YTO S HEYTO COBEPIIEHHO UHOE.

— HuKakuX TEMmIbIX YYBCTB, MMPOCTO... TH Obl/Ia JeWCTBUTENIEHO 3HAYMMBIM MOMEHTOM B MO€H XKW3HH,
XOThb ¥ CYUTAEIh ce0sT MUMOJIETHOM. Thl MPUKOHYHUIIA MOETO IIPUEMHOT0 OTIla U OpaTa, MPeBPATHUB UX
B KPOBaBOe MECHUBO M 3aCTAaBUB MEHSI HEeHAaBUOETh TeOs, HO ¥ THI XK€ [ajla MHe BTOPOM IIaHC B BUME
BAMITMPH3Ma, T03BOJIMB MHE OTCPOYUTH 00JIE3HL M CMEPTh OT MOUX K€ TOBApPHILEH B IIEPKBH,
KOTOPOM s TOTHA CITyKHUJI 107l 3HaMeHeM 6eJioro Kpecrta. f BCIo XKU3Hb XKeJlaa HauTu Tebst, YTOOH
pa3o0paThCs, UM HAUTH XOTSI OBI 9TOTO caMOTo BuiiMacTepa, KOTOPHIM ITIOMOXKET MHE HalTu Te0s...
HO ThI UM K€ ¥ OKa3ajach, ¥ TH MCIIOJHUIA COBCEM He TO XKeJlaHWue, KOTOPOoe ST 0XKUaJl... 3a0aBHO
TIOJTyYHJIOCh, ITpaBHa? B KaKOM-TO CMEBICTIE KOMUYHO.

— 4 meITanmack JOHECTH [0 TeOSI 9Ty MBICTb U PaHbllle, HO, BUAUMO, IPUOETCS CKa3aTh Tebe
HaIpsIMYyI0: KakK 5 IOHKUMalo, THl UIlellb yOUilly CBOel ceMby He OfWH I'0fl, U HY OBa, @ HAMHOTO
Oonee mmuUTeNbHOE BpeMs. Thl CYUTALIIb, UTO 9TO OBIJIA 5, HO 3aTBO3[IKA B TOM, YTO S ITOSIBU/IAChH B
MMIIePATOPCKOM CTOJIMIIE JIMIIb OBA TOfla Ha3af... 0 9TOT0 MEeHs TYT He OhLIIO.

— Hukakoii Ipyro# 3arBo3KY y MeHs He ObIsIo, KpoMe TBOero uMeHu. CrenqoBaTelib CKa3aa MHE, UTO
Moux OIM3KUX pacTep3all JeMOH-BaMIIup ABeIMHA, ¥ C CAMOTr'0 TOTO MOMEHTA 51 UCKaJl TebOst, YTOOB!
y3HaTh TBOIO MCTUHHYIO MOTUBAIMIO 3TOTO yOuiicTBa. M eciu 9TO HE THL...

— Oco3Hali, ABrycT, 4TO MHe He3aueM Te0e BpaTh, — IIpPepBaB ero, ckasana ABenuHa. — JIubo s
KaKUM-TO MaruieckuM o0pa3oMm 3a0riia, Kak Korma-To 3abpanach B UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTOJUILY U
ITOKPOMcaJlia TBOUX OIU3KuX, MO0 TOT CaMBIi CliefoBaTelb Tebe CUIIBHO ITpepBall.

— Ho 3aueM?.. — oTyassHHO cripocusi ABrycT. — 3aueM eMy OblIo BpaTh? Kakoit cMBICT?

— MoxeT, BO3bMEIIh 3TO [IJIs ceOs KaK CIeIYIOIINi BO3MOXKHBIM CMBICIT XKU3HU, YTOOR BHOBb HE
OpocaThCs TOJIOBOM BHU3 C KaKOW-HUOYIb BO3BHLIIIEHHOCTH? — C OTBPAIleHHEeM CKa3ajla OHa. —
BrpoueM, ecyiu TH ¥ BIIPABOY XOUEIllb TaK XKaJIKO CTHUTh — He Oymay Tebe MelaTs.

— Hartre 3HaKOMCTBO... CUIbHO U3MEHHUIIO MOIO KHU3Hb. Y3HAB, 4TO BCE 3TO BpeMi A 06H_[8.J'ICH C
YZXKaCHBIM JEMOHOM-BAMIIMPOM — MO€ MHEHHUE II0-HACTOsAIEMY U3MEHNIIOCH O Tebe, g rnepecran
CUMTaTh TEOS JyOOBHUIIIEM. BMmecTe ¢ 9TUM U IIOSIBUINCH MOM COMHEHHS 00 YGHIZCTBG.

— YTo TH XOUellb CKa3aTh 3TUM, YeJI0BEUUIIKa? — HaXMypHUB OPOBH, CITPOCHIIa OHa.

— ¢ mpocTo X04y CKa3aTh, YTO THL... XOPOIIas, IpaBmga. He Takas, Kakoi Te0s1 OIUCAX B JIETEHAAX...
He TaKas, KaKO! THI OIIKMCaHa B JIeTOMUCH 1iepKBu. COBCeM fpyras... — CIeOOM 3a CBOMMH CJIOBaMH,
ABTyCT 1OYyBCTBOBAJI HEMUHYEMYIO CJ1ab0CTh B Tejle, HaMeKalei Ha To, 4To 6071e3Hb TePEeXOIUT B
CBOIO ITOCJIEHEI0 CTAUI0 — B Ty, KOTHA TEJI0 YaCTHYHO IIEPECTAET BHIIONHSITL CBOU (QYHKITUH,
TiepepacTasi B OJIHOE OHEMEHUE U MOCIIeTYIOITYI0 CMEPTh.

[ITymMHO B3IOXHYB, ABeNMHa CIIpocuiia: — X04ellb yMepeTh? Miu Bce xke ellle XKejaelb T000POThCS



3a CBOI0 OTBPATHYIO XKU3Hb MaIb4KKa, CTPOSIIET0 U3 cebsi XKepTBY CyIbOHI?

— Btopoe. — CiokoiiHOU CKa3ajl ABT'yCT, B3TJIIHYB B I'Jla3a ABeMHBEL. — HaBepHoe, 1 IelCTBUTEIbHO
OBLT He TIpaB...

— Cengac gnsa Te0s eCThb JIUIIb OOWH BBIXOO — IIPEBPATUTLCA B YyJOBHIIIE, HOI[O6HO€ MmHe. Ho
nmpexnpe, 4eM s 3aKOHYY PUTYaJl... HAaBEPHO, 4 BCe XKe OOJI2KHa Tebe II0Ka3aTh, B 4E€CTh HaAlIIETO
TEIJIOT0 3HAaKOMCTBA B IIPOIIJIIOM, K€M A ABJIAIOCH Ha CaMOM [eJie U KaK TaK IIOJTYy4YHUIIOCh.

ABenuHa mofolia K ABryCTa M yIaja Ha KOJeHM, OKa3aBIIUCh IPSIMO Haf HUM. Celiyac OH MOT B
IeTasix paCCMOTPETh €€ JIUIO0 U IJIaThe, KOTOPOe TION03PUTEILHO BEITISAAEI0 HETPOHYTHIM, GyATO
€ro CIIMJIA 3aHOBO 3a 3TU HECKOJIbKO JHel ee 0TCYyTCTBUSA. CO BpeMeH UX 3HaKOMCTBA B
aJIXUMHUYECKOH JTaBKe OHO COBCEM HEe M3MEHMJIOCh, Pa3Be YTO celyac Ha Hel He OblIo ee GUpPMEHHOU
BeIbMOBCKOM IIJISTIKA ¥ MAaCKUPOBKHU, ITOJ KOTOPOM OHA MPENCTaBIISIIaCh.

— IlyTemecTBeHHUK BO BpeMeHu BocKpecun Te0s1, He TakK JH?.. — YCMEXHYBUIUCDH, CIIPOCHUI ABTYCT.

— Her, BuHTep TyT HY IIpH 4eM, 5 He Oblna BoCcKpelneHa. Y, K CI0By, 1 COBCeM He 3TO UMeJla BBULY,
— IIPOTSIHYB JIEBYIO PYKY BIepen, ABelrHa U3MeHUIACh B JIXLe, CTaB 0oJiee TOX0XKeEY Ha Ty ABENUHY,
KOTOpast Oblia 1oy BUAOM «Jnu3abeT» B MOMEHTH UX BPEMSIIIPOBOXKAEHNUS. — BO3bMU MO0 PYKY,
noxarsnyicra. f He X04y 3acTaBisATh TeOd HaCUJIBHO CTAHOBUTHCS STUM.

— JlapgHo, OJEMOH-BAMIIHD... — CXBATHUB €€ 3d PYKYy, OTBETHUII OH. — JZ[ep3aI7I.

ABenuHa 00OPUTENHHO KUBHYNIA, M Y ABTyCTa B TOT K€ MOMEHT ITIOMYTHEJIO B I'/ta3ax. [lepen HUM
Ha4aJio IIPOILILIBATh MHOXKECTBO SIPKUX 00pa30B, KOTOPHE OH (GU3UUECKUIN HE MOT yJIOBUTH B CBOEM
yMe, TaK Kak BCce OHM MOMEHTa/IbHO MCYe3ajii, CJIOBHO KTO-TO OY€Hb OBICTPO IPOMATHIBAET
dboToansb0M, Kak OBl TOKa3kIBasl €ro, HO He M03BOJISs OLeHUTh (PoTorpaduu.

B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT CKOPOCTh TaKOU «II€PEeMOTKH» YMEHbIINUIach, ¥ ABI'yCT 0CO3HAaJI, YTO CMOTPHUT Ha
BCe UMEHHO C I'/1a3 ABENIMHE], a He KaK ITOCTOPOHHUM HabogaTelb Uik YTO-TO B 3TOM fiyxe. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB C()OPMMPOBAJICS YeTKHUM 00pa3, C KOTOPOTo BCe X Ha4yasoCh.

ABenuHa CTOsJIa B CTPAHHOH Ielepe, OCBeIleHHOM HeCKOIbKUMU (PakelaMy U MarudeCKUMHU
chepamu. I[To mpaByio pyKy IpoTeKan HeOOIBbIION pyUyeek, a o JIeBYI0 HaX0auIach TpoMagHast
IIeHTarpaMMa Ha I0/1y, Hauep4yeHHas IIeJITMKOM U3 KpoBu. «['poMagHasi» He ObIIO0 TpeyMeHbIIEHUEM
— HeoObIYHAs MITHKOHEYHAs 3Be3/la CO CTPAHHBIMU PyHaMU IIPOTSITUBaiack Ha BCe MPOCTPAHCTBO
oJ1a B Telepe, u Ovlyla OyKBalbHO UealibHA II0 CBOEH (opMe.

B aToM mpoMexXyTKe BpeMeHu ABeiHHa Ka3alioch Oojiee MOJIOMOM, HO 3TO OBIITO CKOpee U3-3a TOTO,
YTO HA Hel OBIJI0 HAJeTo JIKIIhL OfHO 6esioe JIeTHee IIaThe, 030 BCIKUX M3BICKOB 110 CPABHEHHUIO C
TEM, YTO OHa HOCHT B HEIHENTHEM BpeMeHM. Kak u3BeCTHO, BAMIINPHI TEPSIOT BO3MOKHOCTh CTapeTh,
HO BMECTe C 9THM IprobpeTarT OeccMepTHe, XKKUBS BEUHO B CBOEM OOIHYHE C MOMEHTA IIPOKJISTHUS.
BEIBAIOT UCKITIOYEHHSI, KOTTa BHEIITHOCTh MEHSIIaCh, HO ABeJIMHA, CITyCTS CTOJIBKO JIET, OCTaBalach



BCE TAKOM XKe — ee HeJb3s ObIJI0 Ha3BaTh COBCEM pGGGHKOM, HO K B3p0CJ'IOfI XKEHITMHOM ee TOXKe
HA3BaATh SA3BIK HE IIOBOPAYUBAJICA.

HampaBuBIINCH B LIEHTP ITeHTarpaMMbl, ABeJIHa YTO-TO IIpUroBaprBaa cebe 1o HOc, OyATO ObI
IIBITasACh CHUTATH BCE€ BO3MO2KHBIE€ BAPUAHTHl PA3BUTHUA COOBITHH. ABFYCTa 9TO CHUJIBHO YOUBIIAIIO —
aHTypax ObIJI TaKOM, OyATO OHA 3TOM IMeHTarpaMMol coOupaeTcs IPU3BaTh HUKOTO HHOTO, KaK
camoro CaTaHy, U1 KOro eltle moxyxe. Kax Bapyr, o6cTaHOBKa pe3KO0 pa3psiguiach IPUCYTCTBUEM
ellle OOHOU IEPCOHHI, O CYIIeCTBOBAaHUM KOTOPOU ABIYCT yKe YCIes U 103a0kITh:

— HperaCHO, 9TO IIeHTarpaMMa, BHE BCAKHX COMHEHMUH, YCUIIUT MO€ BIIUS€HUE, IIO3BOJINB
BOCIIOJIE30BATECA MHE BCEMHU IIPEJIECTSAMHA HAIlEeT O 6YJIYH.IGFO KOHTpPAKTa. — ?)aTOBOpI/IJ'I C Hell IeMOH
BHYTPHU €€ CO3HaHMs, Oll€EHNBad €€ CTapaHus B BUI€ IIEHTar PaMMEI.

— Ia, Bumi, BHe BCSIKMIT COMHEHUH, 3TO 3aKIHHaHUe puaeTcs Tebe mo BKycy. — CKaB U pa3xkKas
KyJlauky, ABeJIMHA 3aKphljia Ila3a ¥ BO3HECIa PYKU BBEPX, [TOCTIE YeT0 B ee PyKax MIOSIBUIIOCH
HECKOJIBKO Marn4eCKuXx BhIIEJIEHUHN KPOBaBO-KPaCHOTO 1iBeTa. — HayHeM.

[TentarpamMMa He TpeGoBala IPOU3HOLIEHUS 3aKJIMHAHUSA B CIyX, TAK KakK KaTalu3aTOPOM B JaHHOM
CJIy4ae HEIIOCPEOCTBEHHO CITyXKUT caM 4epTex. A TOT (HakT, YTO OHa HauepyeHa He KaKUM-TO TaM
MeJIOM, a caMOM HacTosIel KPOBbIO, ellle 60JIbllle MOgYePKUBa BaKHOCTh 9TOTO 3aKINHAHUS.

[TenTarpaMMa 3aCBETUIIOCH SPKUM CBETOM, TaKUM, OyITO GBI KPOBH OCBSITUIM CaMU IIEPKOBHUKH, a
yepes Mapy CEeKyHI OHa ¥ BoBce oOpesia 00beMHYI0 (popMy B BUfie CBETA, MENJIEHHO IIepeOpaBIIuCh
Ha Tejlo ABeNIMHEI B BUIE eJie 3aMeTHHIX «Ilelleii», 3HaMeHysl co001 CBSI3b MeXKAY HEMOHOM U
HEIIOCPeICTBEHHO YYaCTHUIIEH CTOIh HEOORIYHOT'0 PUTYaa.

ABFYCT IIOYYyBCTBOBAII, KaK TeJI0 ABenVHB C HOT [0 TOIOBHI Hp06HpaeT OPOXKb, U BMECTE C 3TUM OH
ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK NEMOH IIBITAETCSA 3aXBATUTh €€ CO3HAHUSA BO BPEMA UCIIOTHEHU A OeuCTBUS
IeHTarpaMMEl, HO ABenuHa YIIOPHO COIIPOTHUBIIAIIACE €My, HE IIO3BOJIAA OJEMOHY B34ATh Ha[ coboit
BepX. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB BuIIl MOMBITAICSA CIIOMUThH €€ COOCTBEHHBIM 2KeJlaHueM, HO OHO OKa3aJIoCh
HaCTOJIBKO CHJIBHBIM, YTO OE€MOH IIPOCTO He CMOI COBJIagaTh C HUM.

[To utory, Bum 3acTpsn B TeOe ABENIMHEL, TaK U He IIOJIy4YUB IOJIHBIYA KOHTPOJIb, HO U ABelINHa
nepecTtana OBITh CO00M — IeHTarpaMMa cofepzkarna B ce0e He TOJIbKO IIPU3EIB IeMOHA... TaM OBII0
TaK e U 3aKJIMHaHKe, IPOBOLUPYIOIlee CO30aHue TOr0 CaMoro IIepBOPOAHOro BaMIUPU3Ma, KOTOPoe
ABenuHa HCIIONIb30Basa, IPexXae BCero, Ha caMoil cebe. Ee 3aknuHaHNe, a BMeCTe C 9TUM U
JKenaHue, ObITIO UCIIONIHEHO, HO fajibHelIne COOBITHS IIOMIIM COBCEM HEOXKUAAHHO KaK A Bua,
TaK U IJIs1 €70 HOBOUCIIEYEHHOI'0 HOCUTEIA. ..

He umes BO3MOXKHOCTD yepKaTh CUITy, TPoOyAuBILIEIOCS B Hell, ABe/lHa IpeBpaTUiIach B HEYTO
yKaCHOe, HaCUJIbHO [IJIT caMoil ce0Oe IIPUHSAB UCTUHHYIO (OPMY BaMIupa — C IJIMHHBIMU KJIBIKaMH,
KOT'TSIMU, KPBUIbSIMH, POTaMU ¥ BCEM TeM, YTO OBLIO IIPUCYILle UCTUHHOMY BaMIIupy. B3risHyB Ha
CBOM yXKaCHbIE, IPOKAIIKe PYKU C BEIPOCIIMMY KOTTSIMHU, MECTO OEUCTBUS PE3KO CMEHUIIOCH C
TIeIeps Ha CaMyio 0OBIYHY0 H30YIIKY, CTOUIIO € TONhKO MOPTHYTh. MOPTHYB ellle pa3, ABeInuHa
yBHUMeJa, YTO 0OKa3asach Ha yulle, Iepef 9Toi caMoii n360i, U mpsaMo ceityac He6o OBUIO IpenenbHO



KPACHHLIM, Ha Iapy C JIeTeHOAPHBEIM TEMHEIM COJIHIIEM, YTO TaK Ha30MJIMBO BeCejio B Hebe u
HaIoMKHaIo0 0 ToM, uTo KoHer Bpemen 6mu30k. Ho riaBoi meTasbio Ojst Hee CTajo BoBce He Hebo, a
TO, UJIA, BepHee OyaeT cKa3aTh, Te, KTO BaJISJICS MPSIMO Iepefl BXOOOM B U30YIIKY — MyXKYHHA JIEeT
COPOKAa-TISITUAECSATH U MOJIOTOM ITapeHeK.

Onu oba He IMogaBaJld IIPU3HAKOB XKHNU3HU, 6}7}1}7‘-11/1 IIOKPBITEIMKA MAdCCUBHBIMU PaHEHUAMU, 1, Ka2KETCH,
9TH OBOE OBLITHM OYEHDb BAKHEI oJid JeMOHA-BaMIIHPA. He nmogxons K HUM 6J'II/I}KG, ABenvHa cIasa Has3af
1 BHOBE IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha CBOM PYKH, IIPDUMETHUB, YTO cewyac OHM OBLIIH IIOKPLBITEL 0OHIIEHBEIM
KOJIN4YeCTBOM KpPOBH, HaM€Kas Ha TO, YTO OHa COBCEM HeJaBHO KOI'0-TO y61/ma. Jlerko u
HENIPUHYXKOEHHO COIIOCTABUB (1)aKTbI, ABenuHa IIpHUIIia K BEIBOOY, YTO 3TO UMEHHO OHAa IMPUKOHYHIIA
MYXK4YUHY U TIaPHS, GYJIy‘-II/I B 0€CCO3HATEJIbHOM COCTOSTHHH I10CJIe MCIIOJIHEeHUS 3aKJINHAHMS.

3a MUHYTOM MOJTYaHUS IIOCJIeN0BaJl CJIE3HbIY [1J1ayb, a 3a HUM HeuyeJl0BeYeCKUU PEB OTUYASTHUS,
pas3faBIIKiCS He TO YTO Ha BCIO IePEBYIIKY, ITe 3Ta 30a U CTOsJIa, HO U Ha BCIO OKPYTy. ABenuHa
Kpudaja OT yXKaca TaK CHUJIbHO, UTO Y Hee, Ka3aioch Obl, BOT-BOT JIOTIHYT ITIEPEIIOHKU OT CBOETO XKe
Cc0OCTBEHHOTO KpHKa ¥ mnada. OTISHYBIIKCH BOKPYT, OHA 3aMEeTHJa, YTO U OCTaJIbHEIE XKUTEIN
IepeBHU MEPTBHL: Jopora OyKBaibHO Obl/Ia YCesiHa TeJlaMu, ¥ BCe C TEMH Ke KOJIOTHIMU PaHaMH, YTO
¥ y MYXKYHUHEI C TapHeM, KOTOPBIX OHa YBUAEJa IEPBLIMMU.

BCKOpe, KOrga y Hee COBCEM He OCTAJIOCh CHUIJI PEIAATh MU KPUYATh, IPU3HAKKU BaMIIMPHU3Ma U
OJEMOHHW3Ma HUCYE3JIU, U OHa OCTAJIOCh HaeJUuHE C COOCTBEHHBIM OTYASSHUEM — HaeguHe C OCO3HaHuEM
TOTr'0, 9TO 3TO, CKOP€Ee BCEero, UMEHHO OHa IIPUKOHYHIIA ONM3KUX er JIofel HEMOHSITHO paiu 9ero u
caMa TOro He 0CO3HaBas. ABelrHa BOIJIOTHIIA B XKM3Hb CBOE CaMO€ CJIOXKHOE 3aKJIMHaHMe, CO37aB
BaMIIMPHU3M, HO 3aIljlaTUJId 3d 3TO BOUCTHHY KOJIOCCAJIBHYIO TEHY, ITOZKEPTBOBAB HE TOJILKO CBOMM
TEJIOM ¥ CO3HAHWEM, HO U JIIOOUMBIMHU €10 JIIIbMHA.

Ee B3rns7, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OCTAHOBHJICS Ha THeTylieM TEMHOM COJIHIIE B Hebe — 1 Ha 9TOM
Ie9aJIbHOM MOMEHTE €€ BOCIIOMHMHaHKWEe Ha4dallo H806paTI/IMO yracath, KaK raCHyiias CIIxu4Ka.

CoBceM CKOpO, ABT'YCT BEpHYJICS B HacTos1Iee, OynTo Obl IPOOYIUBIINCH OT KOUIMapa. JIUIo
ABeMHHL 33 3TH MOMEHTH U3MEHUJIOCh: OHA «IIOTepsijia» CBOU BEHO3HEIE BEIIENIEHUS TION TIa3aMH,
la ¥ CAaMU TJla3a CTaJId CBETUTHCS HAMHOTO MeHee SIPKO, HeXKeJIM PaHbIIe.

— 970 OBIT eJII/IHCTBeHHbel pa3, Korga He TOJIBKO f IIOTEePsJia KOHTPOJIb, HO U CaM Bum — kKak
BBISICHHIIOCE II032K€, 3TO Oblsla 1 He ero WHUIIMaTHBa. Ha MOMEHT, g IIpeBPATUIIaCh B HEYTO y2XKaCHOeE,
B KHWBOTHO€E€, HUYETO HE XKaXOylllee KPOMe KalleJIbKU KPOBH, JIE[6BI YTOJIUTH T'OJIOL.

— 3HAYHUT JIX 9TO, YTO 9TO OBIIO?.. — CIIPOCHU ABTYCT, HEe JOTOBapHBas, B TO XK€ caMoe BpeMs TS
B ee IJasa.

— 9T0 OBINIA XKaXKIa KPOBU OT BAaMIIUPU3Ma, a MOs popMa UyHoOoBUILla — JIUIIE IIOC/IeACcTBUE. TeM
pacTep3aHHBIM MYXKYUHOM IIepef BXOmoM OBII MOl PUEMHBI 0Tell, @ TEM ITapHeM — MOM Ky3€H.
Onu momoOpanu MeHsI, KOTfia s BhIBAIMIIaCh U3 BPEMEHHOTI'0 Pa3jioMa, JIMIIUBIINCE CBOUX HACTOSIIAX
ponutenei. OT 0CO3HAHUS TOTO, YTO 3TO 5 UX MPUKOHYHUIIA... Y MEHS 10 CHUX IIOP IIPOXOOUT OPOXKb I10
BCEMY Teny. f1 1o ce meHb YyBCTBYIO OTBpAILEHUS OT caMoi cebsl.



— To Ovlna He TBOSI BUHA, ABenHa. ToOoM BeOb He [BUTAJIO YTO-TO Y2KACHOE, ITpaBaa?

— Het. — OGHamekeHHO CKa3ajla OHa, 0CO3HaBasl, YTO ABI'YCT JeMCTBUTEINIBHO IILITAETCS MTOHATH €€
IIPaBUILHO. — MHOI0 IBUTANIO JUIIb XKeJlaHue OJapUTh JIIOSM HEe4TO, YTO IIOMOXKET UM IIePEeXKUTh
KOHeI] CBETA... ¥ 3TUM «HEUYTO» CTaJi0 MMPOKIISiTHE BaMIIUpH3Ma.

— 91 moHUMaI0... IpaBaa MoHUMal0. ITLTal0Ch MPEOCTaBUTh, KaK Tebe ObIIO TSIXKeso... — IMPOMAaThIBas
B I'OJIOBE YBUI€HHBIE UM COOBITUS, TOBOPHUI OH. — [loy4aeTcs, TH TOXKe CHayasla II0Tepsijia CBOUX
KPOBHBIX POOUTEJNIEN, @ TOTOM JIUIINIACh ¥ IPUEMHBIX... OIIPeIeJIEHHO MPY Pa3HBIX 00CTOSITEILCTBAX,
B CPaBHEHUHU CO MHOM, HO Bce Xke. 3abaBHOe COBIAfeHus, TpaBaa?

— IIa, B 3TOM OIIpefieJIeHHO eCTh HUTh HEKOH... UDOHUU?.. — YCMEeXHYBIIKCh cebe o HOC, ABenuHa
TaK e II0CMOTpeJia ABIYCTY B I'fla3a. — ECTh U ellle K0e-4To0, UTO MOTJIO Obl CHieNiaTh Hallly KCTOPHUIO
etle 6071ee KOMUYHOM U HepeanbHOU. [laxke He 3Hal0, CTOUT JIK TOBOPUTE...

— Mnue YZ&Ke CTpaIllHO... — CKEIITUYHO CKa3aJll OH, IIOAYMaB, 4YTO OHa BCEro JIMIIb IMyTUT.

Ho ona se myTtuna.

— [Ieno B TOM, 9YTO MO€ BTOPOE UMS... — 3aIMHAACh, TOBOPHUIA OHAa, — HY, paMumus... — mocie
HeOOJIbIIIOM May3hl B Pa3roBOPe, OHAa TaKK 3aKOHYHMJIA MBICHL 10 KOHIIa: — Kai3ep. Mou KpOBHEIE
pooutenu Hocunu ¢pamunuio Kaiizep, a 3Ha4uT, 1 — ABenuHbl Kaidep. Kak ThI.

— Xa-xa... — cMmesicd ABTYCT, HO T/IAS Ha ClieTKa CMYIIEeHHOe JIUI0 ABEIUHEI, OH MOHSJI, YTO 3TO
TOJIBKO 4TO OBljIa He IIyTKa. — THl YTO, cephe3H0? Y Tebs 4To, mpaBaa Most paMumnus?..

— Ia. Hy, mo oduiinanbHEIM DOKyMEeHTaM HeT, HO THI IOJIZKeH 0CO3HAaBaTh, YTO C MOETO POXKIEHUS
IIPOIII0 6€CKOHEUHO GOJIBIIIoe KOJIMYECTBO BPEeMEHH, U Y MEHsI, CKOpPee BCEro, He MOIyYUTCS
BOCCTAHOBUTD CBOI0 (hamuinio. [Ia ¥ Ha caMOM fiejie HeT TaKoi HeoOXOMMMOCTH.

[Monyuunach MeiCTBUTENHHO 3a6aBHAS CUTYAIlHs, B KAKOM-TO CMBICTIe [la’ke HepeasibHasi. ABeNTiHa U
ABrycT ObITH CBSI3aHHBEI HA MIPOTSIKEHUH JOJITUX JIET 110 Pa3HEIM, a BTOPOM ¥ BOBCE HEHaBHU/IE
IIEPBYIO 110 HEKOTOPEIM 00CTOSITEILCTBAM. HO 10 MUTOTY, OHH OKA3aJIuCh TAK CHJIBHO IIOXO0XKHU B CBOEH
cynb0e, 4TO MOSIBUIIOCH BIiedaT/ieHne, OyaTo oOHM GpaT U cecTpa 1o HecyacThsM. [la ¥ He TOJIBKO
cynbOa Oblna II0X0XKa, YTO YK TaM FOBOPUTh — Y HUX [axke (paMUIIAU OKa3alIuCh OOMHAKOBLIMH.

— MEI Tak CUJIBHO 3arOBOPHUIINCE, YTO A Y2K€ U HaUYWHAI0 SaGBIBaTb, YTO MHE II0pPa Ha TOT CBET... —
nogepras pYKOI;I, ABI"YCT 3dMETHJI, YTO OHAa HaYMHAET MEIJIEHHO HEMETh.

— AgenuHa u Bum noru6mnu, Oynydu 3afeTsl KOIIbEM, IPONIUTAHHLIM Maruel U3 CBUTKA, YTO
OKa3aJiCs CIoCco0eH e CTBUTEIBHO YOUTh IEMOHA... — IIPUTOBapuBajia ABeNuHa, TSI Ha PYKY
ABryCTa, BMECTe C 3THM OIIeHUBAas MEPCIEKTHUBE €T0 He3aBUAHOM y4acTH. — S — TO, YTO OT HUX
ocTtasock. YenoBek, 6yKBATbHO CKPEIIEHHHIN C IEMOHOM... CYIIECTBO, TUIIEHHOE KeJTaHU! 1 YyBCTB.



W ecnu THI COTTIACHUIIILCS, THI CTAHEIb BOMCTHUHY IIOX02KMM Ha MEH.

Ecnm paHbIlle co3HaHrWe ABeTWHE U Bullla 4YepeqoBanuch, pa3fenss OOHO TENO0, TO Celddac OHU
OyKBaJIbHO CTaJId €MUHBIM. [1efiCTBUTENIbHO, IIPSIMO cedac repen ABryCcTOM He HaxXxofuiaach ABenuHa,
KOTOPYIO OH 3HAaJI, HO Ilepef HUM B TO Ke CaMOe BpeMs He HaXOOUJICS U JeMOH, C KOTOPEIM eMy TOXe
yaanoch MOBUAATHCS 3a onpeaeneHHoe BpeMs. [IpsiMo celiyac mped HUM MIPEeACTaio HeUYTO CpefHee,
COBEPIIEHHO UHOE... TaK CUJIBHO MI0X0XKee Ha HUX, HO Apyroe. He 1eMOH ¢ BaMIUPOM B OMHOM TeJIe,
KakK paHbllle, a HaCTOSLINY, IePBO30aHHbIN JeMOH-BaMIIUP.

— 4 COTJIaIIyCh XOTHA OBl pagu TOrO, YTOOLI BEYHO MOTAThCS pdaooMm C T0OO¥M 1 HAallOMUHATh Tebe 0
TOM, KTO ThHI €CTh Ha CaMOM [eJie. YT0o0HI TH He 3a0BIBajia O CBOEH YEJI0BEYHOCTH.

— 4 yxXe He yenoBek, ABryct. — BrigaBuB u3 ce0si HEPBHBIM CMEIIOK, CKa3alia OHa. — M HUKorma uM
Oosnblile He CTaHy.

— OT10 He Tak. Cenyac... Tl IOYTU HAUYEM He OTINYaelIbCd OT TOX ABEIMHEI, KOTOPYIO 5 3HAIL.

OTH CJI0Ba ONpeMeNieHHO 3aiefii ee, MOCTUTHYB CaMEIX TIyOUH ee Co3HaHus. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO
OHA MEeHCTBUTENbHO CeHlYac SBIsIaCh HEKEM MHHIM, KaK IeMOHOM-BAMIIUPOM, ABI'YCT BCe PaBHO
CKa3all ei 0 TOM, YTO Y Hee BCe ellle UMeeTCsI YeJI0BEYHOCTh OT TOM caMoi ABenuHEL. B riybuHe
[yuIx 9T0 OBUIa KaK pa3 TO, YTO OHA XOTeJIa YCIIBIIATh — II0TOMY YTO €i COBCEM HE XOTEJIOCh H
BIIPABY TEPSITH BCE, YTO OHA KOTHA-TO MOTJIa OB Ha3BaTh «COOOM».

ABenuHa OblIa OIMPENeIeHHO HEeIIPOCTEIM YeJI0BEKOM XOTsI OBl IIOTOMY, YTO € yIarioch MPHUHSTH B
ce0s1 meMOHa ¥ He OTHATh CBOE CO3HAHUE B €T0 IOJIHOe paclopsixkeHue. M KOHKPEeTHO ceryac, B 3TOT
MOMEHT, OHa y2Ke He UMeJjia XeJlaHus COesaTh BCeX JII0el CYaCTIUBEIMU — 9TO XKeJlaHhe CTHHYIIO B
TOT MOMEHT, KOTTa Buir mokasait eit Bce y2Kachl 4YeJI0BEUECKUX JKeJaHui. B KaKOM-TO CMEICIIe, OH
TIOTJIOTHJI 9TO JKeJlaHue U He BepHYJ. HecMOTps Ha CBOI0 HETUIIMYHOCTH, OHA BCE JKe 0CTaBalach
TOTTIa YeJI0BEKOM. M 3TOro Xe el X0ueTcs ceiiyac — ObITh YeJIoBeYHOM. MuIocepaHoi. B momHom
Mepe 9TO yKe HeBO3MOXKHO. ..

Ho et Bce ke OBIII0 IPUSITHO YCIIBIIIIATH 9TO OT YeJI0BeKa, YMUPAIOIIero mepey Hell.

— Tot BtoOuICs B ABenuHy, ABryCT? — MSATKO YIBIOHYBIIUCE, CIIPOCHIA OHA. — Bmro6Gusics B MeHs?
Wy s Bcero NuIb omudaich, ¥ OCTATKKA OT MOEH 4eJIOBeYHOCTH XOTST MHE COBPATh?

— 4... — HeyBepeHHO Hayan ABryct. — CKopee HET, YeM [a... BEpHEe, s BCe XKe NMobiio Te0s1, HO He
KaK... Hy, CYIIpyTa, a UMEHHO KakK 4eJioBeKa, 61IM3KOro MHe I10 AyILe, BOT...

— Tako¥ HEOOHO3HAYHEIM OTBET... 03afjaYMBaEeT MEHs, 10 IIpaBe roBopsi. — He mpekparmias
ynbIbaThCs, TOBOPUTIa OHA. — f HUKOT[a He YyBCTBOBAJI TAKOT'0 SIPKOTO YYBCTBA BI€UYEHUS K IPYTUM
JIIOMISIM, KaK y OCTaJIbHBIX, HO OHO BCe Ke OBII0, TaK WM WHaue. MHe TSXKeJo MOHSTh.



CxBaTuB ABrycTa 3a IJIeYH, I'Ta3a ABEJIMHEI BHOBb BOCIIBUTAIM SIPKMM KPOBaBO-KPACHEIM CBEYEHUEM,
a 3a HUMH Ha JIUIlEe TaK XKe MMOSBUJIUCh TEMHbIE, BEHO3HbIE KPOBOIIOATEKH, HO B 9TOT Pa3 OHU ObLIN
HaMHOTO MeHee 3aMeTHBIMHU, HeXKeJIu paHblle. BrpouewM, ux ctano 6ombire. [IpocTo «mmoxkaTueM»
TJ1eY BCe He OTpPaHUYKIIach: ABeJIMHA BIEMKIIach B TyObl ABTyCTa, HO 3TO OBIJT BOBCE He IIOLENyH, a
npoiiecc oOMeHa KpOBbIo, TO0OHO TOMY, KaK OHa fiejlajia 3TO B MOMEHT, Korga ABI'YCT OKa3aJICs Mof
ee PyKoii BO BpeMsi MPUCTYTa KpoBu. TONBKO B 3TOT pa3 OHa coOMpaach He IIPOCTO HACKHITUThL CaMy
ce0s1, a CKopee HaCHITUTh ABTYCTa, B IIPSIMOM CMBICJIE CIIPOBOLIMPOBAB €r0 PACKyCUTh el ry0y oT 6omu
Y BEIHYOUB TEM CAMbIM ITUTH KPOBE.

VcnuB KpoBu ABenuHE, ABI'YCT IOUYBCTBOBaJI, KaK TeJI0 BHOBb HAUMHAET €ro CIyIIaThCs, HO BMECTe
C 3TUM OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEORIBAIOE TOJIOBOKPYXKEHHE, M3-3a YETO0 OPUEHTUPOBATLCS B IIPOCTPAHCTBE
CTaJIo Yepecuyp npobaeMaTuyHo. ITO OIpefeIeHHO OTCPOYUTh €eT0 CMEPTh, HO 9TOTO BCe elrle OBII0
MaJio, YTOOH IPEBPATUTh €TI0 B MOJIHOLIEHHOT'0 BaMIIUpa.

— ITocTaBnio BOIPOC HEMHOI'0 HHAaye... — CBEPKHYB I'jla3aMHy, cKa3aa OHa. — Thl X0uelllb MeH4,
Asryct? [IpsimMo ceryac?

— Y-4yT0, IPOCTHU?.. — HE XKeJlask BEPUTH B YCIIBIIIAHHOE, CIIPOCUII OH. — HeT?.. — HeyBEepEeHHEIM,
TUXHAM TOJI0COM 106aBUJT ABTYCT IIOf KOHEL.

— Ilouemy-TO MHe KaxXeTCs, YTO THl Harjo0 XKellb MHE, YeJIOBeUUIllKa. — PaCCTErHyB IIyTOBULIBI Ha
rpynou, ABesMHa OroJIMiia 4acCTh CBoel rpymu. — CKasaTh 10 MpaBae, 6ymeT HeMHOTr0 O0JIbHO, IIOTOMY
YTO 51 COOUPAIOCh COBEPIINUTD TOJTHEIM PUTYaJl BaMIMPU3Ma 3a OOUH pa3, HO 3T0 Haubojee OLICTPHIN 1
3¢ dekTUBHBIN Ccr10Cc0o6 IMpeBpalleHus... Kak pa3 TO YTO HyKHO, YTOOBI THI OCTaJICS B XKUBHIX. Hy, ecnu
Thl KOHEYHO BBIJEPXKHUIIb HATPYy3KYy...

— AKT CeKCyalbHOT0 HaCHUJIAS Hafl0 MHO¥M BXOIOUT B TBOIO 3aMedaTe/IbHYI0 IIPOTrpaMMy I10
OKOHYaTeIbHOMY IIPEBpaIlleHHI0 B BaMIIMpa? — HEIIOHKWMAIOIlle CIIPOCUI ABTyCT, HE B CHJIaX
Pa3TmeTh CBOETO «HACUTbHUKA» B BUOY CUITBHOTO TONIOBOKPYXKeHUSI. — A?..

— 4 mpocTo mogyMarta, 4YTo ceiyac caMoe BpeMs MPOYyBCTBOBATEL Ha cebe, YTO TaM UMAET Aajbllle 3a
HEBUHHBIMHU TIOIETYSIMU... — CEB Ha 00€CCUIIEHHOTO ABI'yCTa BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI CTOSAThH Ha KOJIEHSX,
ABenuHa pa3Bsizana rojay0oii 6aHT Ha CBOEH Iilee, 0 KOHI[A OT0JIMB BepPXHEI0 YacTh CBOETr0 TOpca. —
ITo3BOJIL MHE TIOOLITH TBOMM IEMOHOM, JIaAHO?

— THI Bemb ceriyac HeCEPLE3HO, MpaBaa’?..

— Bces penecTs B TOM, YTO THI BEb He MOXKeIllb Y3HATh HaBepHsAKa. — Bcreq 3a yXMBIUIKOU,
o0pa30BaBIIENCS Ha ee Nulle, ABEJIMHA BHTSIHYJA PYKY B CTOPOHY, TIOCTIE Yero U3 HUOTKyHa
MaTepHuasn30BaJICS OCTPHIM CKIAagKOM KIMHOK, MOJOOHKIN ATMHHOM KuHXKany. — Ho eciu ObITh

CepBLEe3HOH, TO 51 MOTYy CKa3aTh Tebe JIUIIb TO, YTO, ecyii Tebe BKYC KPOBU He II0 BKYCY... — F'OBOPS 3TO
ABenuHa BOOJIb pa3pe3asa BeHH Ha COOCTBEHHEIX PyKaX, a 3a 3TUM U BOBCe IIOfiBeJa Jie3Bue KJIMHKa
K CBOell 1lee. — ...TO ceryac OymeT NelCTBUTEILHO HEIPUATHO.

3a mocnenHe# $hpa3oi MocaenoBano Pe3Koe JBUKEHHe, KOTOPEIM OHA II0pa3uiia He TOIBKO ropyio, HO



1 COHHYIO apTepHuIo, CIIpOBOIXMPOBAB 00MIBLHOE KpPOBOTEYEHNE U3 CcOOCTBEHHOTO Tea. HpaBI/IHOCb 3TO
ABI"YCTY HJIM HET, HO OH BOJIbHO-HEBOJIBHO OBIJI BEIHY2K[IE€H I'JIOTATh €€ KPOBE. BCKOpe OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK HArpy3Ka Ha €ro TeJi0 BO3PaCTa€T — 3TO 3HaMEHOBAJIO co00ii TO, YTO mmpoiecc
CTAHOBJIEHHNA BaMIIMPOM IIPOOOJIZKAJICSA KOJIOCCAJIBHEIMU IIaraMH.

B ocoberHOCTH OBIIO CTPAHHO, KOTa ABENTMHA PeIlria OMSITh ero IOoLeI0BaTh, U, B 9TOT pas,
KaxeTcs, maxe 6e3 yKyca... TO eCTh, II0-HacCToseMy, 663 BCIKUX TaM INTy4YeK. BrpoueMm, el u
He3a4yeM OBIJI0 ero KycaTb — C TaKUM-TO OOUJIbHBIM KPOBOTeUEHUEM, BCe 1 6€3 9TOr0 MPeKpacHo
IIPOTEKAJIO0 U30 PTa B POT. Tak YTO BOCIPHHUMATE 3TO KaK «XKeCT» JTI00BU HE CTOUIIO, celdac y Hee
Ha yMe OBIJIO JIUIID JKeJIaHUe IIOMOYb ABI'YCTY MIPUHSTH IIPOKIISITHE.

ABTyCT IpoOfoJIKan 3ax1e0bBaTECS KPOBBIO POBHO IO TOT'O MOMEHTA, KaK IOpPe3kl Ha TeJle IeMOHa-
BaMIIMpa He 3aXKUJIM, U, OTOPBABIIKCH OT €T0 I'y0, OHA HAaKOHEeI-TO 0CBOOOMKIIa ero OT CBOUX
coOCTBeHHBIX OKOB. [IprueM caMa ABeNlMHa HUYYTh He U3MEHUIIaCh — MOI00HOE «M3BEepXKEHUE»
KPOBHY COBCEM He BHI3HIBAJIO Y Hee AUCKOM(pOpTa, He TOBOPS yXKe 0 4ueM-To 6oyee cephe3HoM. Pa3se
YTO IIOCJIE 9TOTO Y Hee TMOSIBUIIOCH JIETKOE TOJIOBOKPYKEHHNE, KOTOPOE 10 CMEITHOTO OBICTPO IIPOIILIIO.
C AsrycrToM ke Bce OBIJIO HEMHOTO IIedaabHee — IIOMUMO TOTO, YTO BCE BOKPYT OBIJIO 3aII0THEHO
KPOBBIO, BKJTIOYast €ro JIUIO ¥ OfeXK/y, OH ITPOCTO B3SIT U OTKJTIOYMIICS OT Oeccunusi. PamoBas TOT
($hakT, 9YTO OH BCE XK€ MPOO0JIZKa ABIIaTh... 10 KpaliHe! Mepe, 9T0 OBbIJT XOPOIIKWH 3HaK, HAMEeKaOIIi
Ha TO, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, PUTYyaJl IIpoies ycnenrHo. CoBceM HeJaBHO OH cOOMpasCs IPOCTO YMEPETD,
yTmaB ¢ 0alltHy, Tak 4YTO B JIFOOOM Clly4ae IMOJy4YnJIOCh BeChMa HEIlJIoX0 ¥ OYeHb laxke
00HageKuBalIIe.

[TogusBIIMCH HA HOTH, ABeMHa rofobpara C moja ¢ 1moja CBoIo rojy0yio TeHTOYKY ¥ BHOBb 3aBsi3asa
ee, TIOITyTHO 3aCTerXBas IMyroBUIIH Ha 0/1y3Ke. BCTPsXHYB roI0BOM, OHa pacpaBuia BOJIOCH U
MCII0/Ih30BaJla 3aKJIMHAHKE, KOTOPOE, C IIEPBOTO B3TJISA, OYHUCTUIIO €€ OfeK/Ibl OT KPOBH, HO Ha
CcaMoM fieJie OHa MPOCTO HaJI0XKUJIa ITOBEePX 0OBIYHOM OeK bl Maru4eckyt. [TomoOHbIe TPIOKU OHA
BBITBOPSIJIAa BO BpeMeHa, KOTfia Y Hee He ObIJIO IeHeT Ha TO, YTOOB CUIUTh cebe 3TO camoe TIIaThe,
KOTOPOE OHa HOCHUT Ha cebe 110 ceil eHb.

OcMOTpeBMIKCh BOKPYT, IEeMOH-BaMIIUP TakK XkKe 1ofo0pal BUHTOBKY ABIyCTa, @ 3a BUHTOBKOU U €T0
camoro, 61aro Hefl0XXUHHAsA BaMIIUPCKas CUa II03BOJISATIa ef TaKyl0 «poCcKolib». [ToBecus cebe
BUHTOBKY Ha HeaKKypaTHO CeJlaHHBEIN PEMEIIOK U3 MONPYYHHIX CPENCTB, ABennHa noynobHee
yCTpOUJia OTKJIIOYEHHOTO ABTyCTa B CBOMX pYyKax, IIOCJIe Yero 3alllaraia BIepen, K pa3dburomy
JacoBOMy MexaHu3My OamHu. Ha ymulle npopomnkan UATH JIETKUHM CHEXKO0K, IPefCTaBUB IeMOHa-
BaMIIMPY 3aBOpaxkKuBalOIIKY BUJ, KOTOPHEIM OHa paHee He 3aMedasia. Ho momo60BaThCSA CTONMULIEH el
He yIaJoCh, TOTOMY YTO 3@ 9TUM OHa YCJIBIIIaia TOMOT BO BHYTPEHHEH yacTu OamrHu. Bugumo,
JIIOfleN BCe XKe CMYTHUJIO Pe3K0e YHUUYTOXKEeHNe MeXaHu3Ma.

CpenaB mar Bunepeq, ABenrHa HEBO3MYTHMO yIiaja Cc OalltHu BMecTe ¢ ABTyCTOM, HO, He HOoJIeTast Io
3eMJIH, TIPSIMO TI0[ Hel OTKPHIICS IMOPTAJl, BeAyIIUi B 3aTyMaHEeHHYI0 MeCTHOCTh. Cpa3sy mociie
mepexofa, MOPTasl B Ty XKe CEeKYHAY 3aredaTascs, He T03BOJIsIs HUKOMY 60Jiee MonacTh BO BHYTPb.
ITaxke caMble BHUMATEIbHEIE JIIOU B CTOJIKIIE, CKOPee BCEro, He YCIIeIn HUYEero 3aMeTHUTh, a eCITH U
OBl yCITeNu, TO He CMOTJIM ObI IIOHSTh, YTO 3TO TaKoe OBITIO.

PaCHaXHYB KPBIJIbA, ABenuHa 3aBHuCIa B BO3OyXxe Imocpegu 6€CHpOCBeTH01"O TyMadHa. EI[PIHCTBGHHBIfI
BO3MOXKHHIHA OPHEHTHUD B IIPOCTPAHCTBE, KOTOpI:IfI TOJIBKO MOKHO OBIJIO 3aMETUTb — 3TO ﬂpKI/Iﬁ CBEeT



Yero-To, YTO OYeHb CUJILHO OBIJIO ITOX0XKe Ha OTOHb Maska. Kak mmo3:ke 0Ka3ajoch, TaKoe
IIPEeAIIoIozKeHne OKa3aJloCk O4YEHb ONMU3KUM K IIpaBOe — IIpaBda 3TO BCE XKe OBl;Ia MacCHUBHASI
KaMeHHas OallHs, a He IIPOCTO MasiK B IPHUBBIYHOM IIOHNMAHHUH.

[Tpr3eMIUBIINCh Ha 3eMJTI0 IIPSMO Tiepef BXogoM B OalliHio, ABe/lHa aKKypaTHO IPHUOTKPHLIa
IEPEBSHHYIO IBEPD, CTApasiCh He OTIyCKaTb ABrycTa, 6/1aro OamHs oKa3ajaach He 3allepTa. 3auas BO
BHYTPb, OHa Cpa3y XkKe CTajla IOAHUMAaThLCS BBEPX 10 CIUPAJIbHOW IECTHUIIE, XOTSA BHYTPH Llapuia
KPOMeEIITHAsI TEMHOTA, B KOTOPOM COBCEM HMYEro He OBIIO BUAHO. 3a0paBIITNCh Ha CaMbI¥M IOCIETHUH
3TaX, ABeNiMHa NIPOK3HECTIa BCIIyX IIPOCTOE 3aK/IMHAHUE CBET ¥ aKTUBHPOBaia BCE MarndecKue
cepsrl, Kakue TONbKO HaXOOUIUCh B IOMEIIEHUH.

Ha mocnegHeM 3Taxke uX xkfajia HeoObIYHass KOMHATA KPYroBoi (POPMEI, YTO OUYEeHb COOTBETCTBOBAJIO,
KaK HU CTpaHHO, GopMe camoit OamrHu. OHa HarmoMKHaMa pabouyio 30Hy MaTeporo alxuMuKa-Hepya,
160 BCce BOKPYT OBLI 3aIlI0JIHEHO PA3IMYHEIMU aIXUMHUYEeCKUMU IIPUCIOCOOIEHUSIMH U 1IeJI0N Kydei
TOJICTEHHBIX KHUT, Ha U3y4YeHHEe KOTOPHIX TPeGOBaIoCh SBHO HEOIOKUHHOE KOIMYECTBO BPEMEHH.
Maruyeckue cepsl 0THaBald TEIIBIMUA OTTEHKAMHU, ITOO00HO eCTeCTBEHHBIX HCTOYHHKAM CBeTa
BPOfIe JIaMII, HATIOIHSS KOMHATY TEIJIOM M YIOTOM.

3nechb OBUIO IO-HACTOSLIEMY 0OJIbIIOE KOTUUECTBO He TOJIBKO KHUKHBIX ITOJIOK, 3aIl0THEHHEIX
KHUTaMH{, HO ¥ CBUTKOB, JIN00 aKKypaTHO CJI0KEHHBHIX, 100 MPOBUCAIOIIKMX Ha CTeHaX, Ha mapy C
HeOOBIYHBIMU KapTUHAMHU, Ha O0IBIIMHCTBE U3 KOTOPHIX OBLIN IU0O0 Iei3axu, TU00 IPOCTO
JKUBONUCHOe He0O, MpeuMyIeCTBEHHO HOUHOE U HaIlOJIHEHHOe 3Be3fgaMu. Eciu XxopoIro
IIPUCMOTPETHLCS, Ha OOHOM U3 IOJIOTEH MOXKHO OBIIO YBUAETh U KapTuHy «YepHoro ConHLIa» — TOTO
CaMoro, 4TO 3HaMEHOBAJI0 CBOMM NIPUCYTCTBUEM npubnuxkenrve «Konua Bpemen». Bo3aMoXHO, rae-To
3mech ObIT KapTHHA U caMoro «KoHila Bpemen».

ABenuHa nonoxuia ABrycTa Ha TUIIMYHYI0 OOGHOCIIAJIbHYIO KPOBaTh Y CTEHHI, U Cpa3y 3a 3TUM
IIPUTAIKIIA K Hel IepeBIHHBINA CTYN Hemomaneky. Heynasimuiics camoyOuiiiia Bce elre OBl IOKPHIT
IIeJIBIM CJI0EM ee COOCTBEHHOM KPOBH, a MIOTOMY €l IpeficTosina 6obinas paboTa 1Mo OUnIIeHUI0 KaK
MUHUMYM €r0 MUAJIOBUTHOIO Tu4uKa. Ha CTonmuKe psmoM ¢ KpOBaThl0 HAXOAUIOCh HECKOJIBKO
BOCKOBHIX CBeY€K, U ABeJIMHa MOCIelnnsia 3aKeyb UX cpa3y MOoCce TOro, KakK Halllla MeCTO [JIs
BUHTOBKY CTONTMYHOT0 YOUMIIE], IIOCTABUB €€ B BePTHKAIbHOE II0JI0KEHHNE K KPOBATH.

XJI0IHYB B JafOIIK, TEM CaMBIM II0Ka3aB caMoi cebe, 9To mopa cobpaThCsi C MBICSIMU, OHA
CIIyCTHJIaCh BHU3 Ha MMapy MUHYT ¥ BEPHYJACh YK€ C YUCTOHU TPSIOYKOM U HEOONBIIUM Ta3UKOM C
TEeIIo% Bomo#. OKYHYB TPSIKY B BOAY U XOPOIIEHBLKO OTXKaB ee, ABe/InHa aKKypaTHO CTajla CMBIBATh
KPOBb C €Tr0 JIMIla, HACTOJIBKO aKKyPaTHO, YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO OB TPOBECTH IapasIjiesib MeXOy Hel U
MaTepbio C KOTEHKOM, KOTOPOTO OHA BHITU3LIBAET, CTapasich He Pa30ymuTh. KCcTaTh 0 KOTSTax...

[Tog HoraMu ABeNUWHEI TPOOEeKa KOTUK, HO HEOOBIYHEIN KOTHK, @ COCTOSIIITUN TOJIBKO JIUIIL U3
Maru4ecKoy MaTepUHU, OTHAIOIIel 3eJIeHBIM OTTEHKOM — BepHee OymeT CKa3aTh, UTO 3TO OBLT AyX
KOTHKA, KOTOPBIM HEKOTa CyIIeCTBOBA B 3TOM MUPE, HO HEIHE SBJISJICS MepPTBBIM. Korma-To JaBHO
ABenuHa BOCKpPeCHUJIa er0 TaKUM HEeOOBIYHKIM 00pa3oM, ¥ C TeX IOP OH KU TYT.

— IIpusert, Caxapok... — o6paTuach OHa K KOTUKY, oOpalas Ha Hero BHUMaHue. — [IaBHO He
BU[IEJTUCH.



KoTuk ke, B CBOIO o4depenb, IIOHAa4Yally C OTPOMHBIM ITIOOO3PEHNEM OTHECCHA K ABenuHe, CBSI3aHO 3TO
OB C TEM, UTO celiyac OHa CTajla MHBIM CyaieCTBOM, 6}7):[}7‘-11/1 JINIIL BHEIHE ITOX0XKeHN Ha caMy ce0s.
Ho Bce xe <<C8.X8.pOK>> IIpU3HAJ €€, U, ClIagKO 3€BHYB, TEM CaMEIM OIIPaBObIBasi CBO€ MM/, IIPBITHYII
IIpsiMO el Ha KoJeHH. B oTnuyne oT 0OBIYHEIX KOTHKOB, OT €r0 TeJla He II0CIeI0Balio HUKAKOu
TaKTUJIbHOM OTHA4H, HO BCe Ke ABeNrHa MOTria IOTIaguTh eTo IIpU KeJIaHWH, XU 3TO OTIINYaJIO €ro OT
OOBIYHBIX OYX0B, 1O KOTOPBEIX COBCEM HHUKAK HE IMMOTYYUTCA OOTPOHYTHCA.

[Ipogomnkasa BeITUPaTh ABrycra, ABe/lHa 3a4yuTalia 3aKJIMHaHue, C KOTOPBIM IIPOLIeCC MOIIe
HEMHOT0 OBICTpee: TPSAIKa CTasa 0co00 XOPOIIO MOTJIoIIaTh KPOBb, & Bofla CTasa 6oee pe3KoH,
CPaBHUMO C TeM, KaK ecjiu Obl ABrycTa ceriyac o0faBaiu Yepes3 BOASHYIO KOJIOHKY TIOf CUIbHBIM
HarnopoM. K Tomy ke, 6e3 3aKIUHaAHUS He TONYYUIIOCh OBl TaK XOPOIIO OYUCTUTh €TI0 BOJIOCH — OHU
OBl TaK ¥ OCTAJIUCh KPOBABO-OEIIHIMH.

OcTaBuB Ta3uK B CTOPOHY, ABeIMHA IIpeke BCEero POoBepHIa KJIBIKU B €r0 POTOBOM IIOJIOCTU — II0
CPaBHEHMUIO C TEMH, YTO OBLIM Y HETO PaHbIIE, OHU JeHCTBUTEIBHO CcTamu 6orbine. OTTEHOK KOXKY TaK
JKe cTaj HaMHOro 0ojiee GIeIHBIM, @ BOJIOCH TETIEPh ¥ BOBCE JIUIIIL HEHAMHOTO YCTYIIaIX 10 CBOEH
«BenocHexRkHOCTU» ABenuHbl. ONpeeieHHO, OH U3MEHUJICS, TPUOTU3UBIIICE K CBOEMY
HOBOIIPUOOPETEHHOMY «BaMIIUPCKOMY» HYTPY.

B KaKO¥i-TO MOMEHT OHa coOupasiach IPOBEPSATh PAAYKKY IJla3, HO BCe K€ He CTasla, I060SBLUINCh
pa3bynuTh ero paHble BpeMeHu. CKOpee Bcero, ABI'yCT ITepeHeceT 3TOT IpoLecc 60JIe3HEHHO, a
TIOTOMY ¥ BIIPABAY JIy4YIlle HE IHITATHCS OYOUTH €T0 pPaHbIIle BPEMEHH.

— Bennwiii, 6egHBIN ABTYCT... — IIOTOBapXBaja OHa BCITyX caMol cele, TS Ha CBOETO «TallieHTa».
— OTO HaBepHSIKa COBCEM HE TO, YTO ThI XOTeN. Ho mo-apyromMy HUKaK.

Y6paB CTyJ B CTOPOHY, ABe/rHa B3sijla KOTHKA U HalpaBUiach K 60IBIIOMY KPECy, YTO CTOSITIO
nepen pabo4uM CTOJIOM B IIPOTHBOIIOIOKHOM CTOPOHE KOMHATH. Pa3BepHYB ero K KpoBaTu ABIYCTa,
OHA C MPEBEIMKKUM yI0BOIbCTBUEM ILTIOXHYIACh Ha HETO U YKPHUTACh TEIJIRIM I1JIEIOM, YKPBIB
Maru4ecKoro KOTuka y cebs Ha rpyau. JIMIIb ero rojaoBa Temeph BRICOBHIBAIACH U3-TIOM TIJIeia,
HaMeKas Ha TO, UTO Y Hee TaM CUJUT IIeJI0e CyIeCTBO.

— Kak kanp, 4TO g He MOTy II0O4yBCTBOBaTh TBOEro Temia, Caxapok. — CKa3asa OHa, IorjaaxuBas
KOTHKa 1of mienoM. — [1o KpaiiHell Mepe, 1 MOTy [0 TeOsI JoTparuBaThCs.

B oTBeT, KOTHK OIleYaieHHO IIPOMAYKaJl, a 3a 3THM IIPOOOJIZKNUII YMUPOTBOPEHHO Myp4aTh.

— He Bonmyiics, naxe Tak, Thl CAMbI{ JIy4IINi KOT BO BCEM MUDe, U 5 00110 TeOs 6osble BCeX. —
PacnsiBumucs B yneiOKe, ABeniuHa 3aKphljla IJla3a ¥ HaKJIOHUIIA rojoBy. — [loXaiy#, MHE CTOUT
COBCEM HEMHOT'0 II0CIIaTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Y MEeHS BBIAAJICS HEIIPOCTOH [EHE...
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