«[T1CcbMO 3aBePEHO MEeYaThi0 UMIEPATOPCKOTO CEKpeTapsi»

3opaBcTByH, KpucTtuHa.

YV MeHs He XBaTaeT CMeJIOCTH CKa3aThb Bce Te0e B JIUI0, TaK YTO MPUAETCSI OTPAaHUYUTLCS MHUCHEMOM. B
KaKOM-TO CMEICJIE, 3TO faXke He IIMChMO, a HeKOe 3aBelllaHue, crelnanbio st Tebs. He Oyny nrath
— €CTh IeCTBUTENIbHO MHOTO Bellle#, 0 KOTOPHIX MHEe X0Tenoch Obl ¢ To00# moroBopuTh. Uiy, BepHee
OymeT cka3aTh, MHOTO Belllel, KOTOPBIE CTOUT IIPOSICHUTE. M Bce e s mocTapaoch ObITh Hauboree
KpaTKUM, YTOOBI He CHITIaTh COJIb Ha Ha0OJIeBIIyIO paHy.

[TepBoe u mocnegHee, B YeM s NOJIKEeH IPU3HAThCS — s He duBapy [TapKUHCOH. 1 yBepeH, YTO THI
TIOHSIJIa 3TO ellle TOTHa, KOTfa s He MpU3Haa ApTypa Kak COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA. B TOT MOMEHT MHe
OBLITO OYEHDb HEJIOBKO, U S OYEHb HUCITYTaJICs, YTO TH 3aX0Uelllb CKOMIPOMETHPOBATh MEHS BIIACTH. ..
HO THI He cTasa. f He 3Hal0, 4YTO TOOOM MBUTAET, He 3Halo, B YeM TBOs MoTuBaIus. Ho s mo-
HacTosImeMy OjarogapeH Tebe 3a 9TOT XKeCT, OT Bcei gyuru. Kak-To Tak.

4 momxeH Tebe YUTH, ¥ 110 3aKOHY UMIIEPATOPCKOU CTOJIMIIEI, BCe BIafleHUs YeJl0BeKa B TaKOM
BBICOKOM COIIaJIbHOM CTaTyCce MOTYT IlepeiTu 1ubo ero HacjlefHUKaM, 1100 caMOMy HMIIepaTopy.
[To-HacToAIEMY, Y MEHSI HET HU CYIIPYTH, HU OTIIPLICKOB, @ THI — BCETO JIUIIh CITyKaHKa, ¥ TaKoe
BHE3allHas, BHe3eMHas IIePoCTh 0T 0apoHa MOXKET HaBJieYb ITO03PEHUS.

Ho. Bcerpga ectb 00HO «HO», HE TaK JIu?

B Aptype, TBOEM ChHIHE, TeUeT KpPOBb OapoHa [lapkuHCOHa — HacTosulero 6apoHa. M mo 3akoHaM
MMIIEPATOPCKOM CTOIMIILI, OH UMEET IOJIHOE IIPABO NIPETEHI0BaTh Ha COOCTBEHHOCTh. A TOTOMY,
BMECTE C MUCHMOM, S OCTaBJISIIO 3aBelllaHKe, COTJIaCHO KOTOPOMY BCSI COOCTBEHHOCTH IIEPEX0nuUT Tebe
¥ TBOEMY CHIHY. B IepByo ouepens UMEHHO CHIHY, KOHeYHO. Temeps 3T0 ycaab0a TBOS, U
eOUHCTBEHHOe, 4TO0 5 3a0epy ¢ c000# — 3TO MOU YEPTEXKU U IPOTOTUIIHL.

Cnacu6o u npoiaii. Y 00s3aTeIbHO COXKIY MUCHMO TI0CTIE TPOYTEHNUS.

KpuctrHa cTosiyia psiioM C BHYTPEHHE!N BXOMHOW OBEPhIo ycaahObl, UuTasd IUCHMO U Habmonas 3a
TeM, KaK CO CTOPOHHI ITOfIBaJia, B KOTOPOM PaboTas ABTYCT, TIHETCS JIETKHH ORIMOK Ha Iapy C
3aI1axoM IIOTOpeBIIel OyMaru ¥ He TOJbKO. [JoYKMTaB MUChMO [0 KOHIIA, OHA IIPOCTO CTajla XKOaTh
cBoero «b6apoHa», 4TOOBI, 0YEBUIHO, ITOOOJITATE C HUM II0 AyIIaM Iepe[ MPOIIaHNueM.

Kak u oxupnanocs, purypa ABrycra yxe dyepe3 lapy MUHYT IOsBUIach B Kopupope. OH 3abpa ¢
c000¥ TONBKO JIUIIb CBOIO JIIOOMMYIO CTaJIbHYI0 BUHTOBKY X HOBHIM ITPOTOTUII PEBOJIbBEPA, KOTOPHIH, K
COXKaJIeHUI0, BCe ellle He CTPEeJIsy, B OTIMYKE OT IIPOLIJIOr0, KOTOPOIr'0 YHECIO Pa3jIoMOM BO BpeMEHHU,
CIIPOBOLIMPOBaHHBEIM BUHTEPOM B KOHAUTEPCKOU.

Ha ynune 6sia riny6okas HOYb, ¥ BO Bcell ycamb0e coBceM He ObLIO cBeTa. TONIBKO JIUIIL CBET JIYHEI
CHApYXKM cJieTKa MpoOupascsl BO BHYTPh yCaAbObl Yepe3 MPUOTKPHITYIO IBEPh U OKHA.



— OToro MHe X0Tenoch u3bexkathb 60blIe BCET0. — B B KOpUIop, ABryCT npuMeTun Kpuctuny u
OCTaHOBUJICS. — MHe Ka3aJioCh, THl CIIUIIb.

— Tl IporHan BCi0 CTpaxy, 6apoH, U KTO KakK HU 51 OyeT CTOPOKUTD 3Ty XaJlylly HOYbI0. —
[ToBepTeB nucbMoM B pyKax, KpuctuHa chenana MakcuMaabHO HEJOBOJIbHOE JuIlo. — Ecnu xoTen
naocHO, HO ITPU 3TOM HE3aMETHO CBAJIUTh — CTOUJIO OCTABJIATH MUCHMO TIPSIMO TIePefl YXOMIOoM, a He
nepeq TeM, KaK Thl PEIINII CXKeYb HECYACTHBIM MTOMIBaJl.

— [Ia, 51 yXKe TIOHSJ CBOIO OMIMOKY... — 00epHYBLIUCEH Yepe3 I1edo, ABrycT oOpaTusl BHUMaHKe Ha
Oenblit OEIMOK m03apu cebsi. — CTEHbI TaM CTalbHBIE, HUYET0 CTPAIIHOTO He mpou3oiiaeT. [1o30Belb
KaKoro-HuOynb Mara — OoH Tebe 3a pa3 [JBa UX OUUCTUT, MOXKEIIh He BOJTHOBATHCS.

— 4 3Hama, YTO TH HEHACTOSUIMN GaPOH C CaMOT0 TOTO MOMEHTA, KakK TBOS HOTa CTYIIXJIa Ha 3TOT
nopor. — He oOpaiijas BHIMaHUS Ha cJioBa ABrycTa, Hadasna KpuctuHa. — Thl OB TOX0XK Ha HETO
BHEIITHE, HO B TO K€ caMoe BpeMsI THI Obll IpyruM. ToT ciy4yadt ¢ ApTypoM He CTall Ojis MeHs
OTKPOBEHHEM — Thl OTHOCHJICSI K HEMY HaMHOTO JIydYIlle, YeM HaCTOSIIH 6apoH.

— YTo TH UMeeIlb BBUAY? — YOUBUIICS ABIYCT, 3alyMBIBasiCh O €€ CI0BaX. — ITO KaK-TO JIUIIEHO
CMEBICTIA, HEeT?

— Tl Tymo#? — MpsIMO CIIPOCHIIA OHA, IIOKavaB I'0JI0BOi. — BrpodeM, 3T0O Kak pa3 To, 0 4eM s Tebe
HUKOTITIa He pacCKa3blBajia... — II0TONIaB HOXKOM, KpUCTHUTHA BHIOXHYJIA ¥ IIPOMOJIKHUIa TOBOPUTE:
— 4 Bcero nuIb CIyKaHKa, He ABOPSIHCKas ocoba. Ecnmu TH mymaels, 4To pebeHOK Y Hac IOSIBUIICS
OT BEJIMKOM JTI00BU — THI ommnbaenibesi. [TapKMHCOH U3HACUIOBATl MEHS.

KpucTtrHa X0poIio mogMeTuiIa — OeHCTBUTEIbHO, OHA HUKOITIa He ToBopuia 06 aToM ABrycTy, 6o
OTIyCKas feTasu, Tu00 MPOCTO CTapasiCh He 3aBOAUTH 00 9ToM TeMy. [la ¥ caMm ABTyCT cTapascs He
OBITH HA30MIMBEIM, IOTOMY 4YTO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO OBIJIO COBCEM HE €T0 AEJO0.

— 4 He 3Han. — BUHOBATO CKa3aj ABIyCT, OIIyCKasl B3rJsg. — ITO, B KAKOM-TO CMEICJIE,
IEeNCTBUTEILHO 0OBSICHSET TO, YTO THI PEIlInia He CHaBaTh MeHS UMIIEPATOPCKOMY [BOPY.

OnoOpuTenbHO TOKWBAB I'0jI0BOM, KprCTHHA MPOIOIIXKIIIa TOBOPUTE:

— Korpa ITapkuHCOH NPUHST MeHST Ha pa00Ty B CBOI IIPeKpPaCHBIHM JOMUINKO, S TOyMasia, YTO BOT
OHO — MoOe IMKapHoe Oyayiiee ¢ Ky4eii meHer! Hy, caMm moHKMMaelb, TJIaTAI OH MHOTO — BCE JKe He
B TOCTUHUIIE CTy2KaHKOM paboTaio, a y caMoi JBOPSIHCKOM 0CcoObI Tpu uMnepaTope. Ho... Kak Th
BEPHO ITOOMETHUII B MUCbME, BCerfa eCTh HEKOe «HO», KOTOPOe BCe MEHSET.

ArpeccuBHO pacnaxHyB ABepHU ycaabObl, KpucTuHa OYKBalbHO «IIPOJIUIa» CBET Ha IIPOXOM U
yCTaBUJIaCh Ha OTPOMHYIO JIyHY B 0e300671a4HOM Hebe, IpU 9TOM BCTaB IIPSIMO B IIPOXOJie, CIIMHOM K
Asrycry. E#t XoTemoch Ha 4TO-HUOYIb OTBIEYLCS ¥ BIOXHYTh YHCTOT'O BO3AyXa IIPeXkMe, YeM OHa
IIPOMOIKUT CBOM paccKas IJIsi CBOET0 JI0KHOTO 6apoHa. ABTYCT XKe, B 3TO BPEMS, TOXKE OTOIIEN YyTh
Ianblile OT Hee, HO BMECTe C 9TUM BCTaJl IPSIMO HAIIPOTUB BHIXOJIA.



— He HyXHO OHITh TeHHEM, YTOORI TIOHSITh, YTO 5T HeHaBUaena daBapaa. OH He ObUT YyHOBUIIEM, HO
OH OBIJT JKECTOKUM U YKAaCHBIM, TOTOOHBIM TOMY, KTO Ceiiyac CHAUT Ha TPOHE UMIIepaTopa —
HaBepPHOe, UMEHHO ITI03TOMY OH M 0Ka3aJICSl Ha CBOEM MeCTe, a He KTO-TO Apyroi. OH onpeneneHHO
3HAJI CBOM CTATYyC, a IIOTOMY BJIaCTBOBAJI Tak, KaK eMy TOJIbKO 3ab6laropaccymuTcs — s
IIPOYYBCTBOBAJIa BCE €T0 CAaMOMHEHUe Ha caMou cebe.

Bocmonb30BaBIINCh CBOMM ITOJIOKEHUEM, JABapd U3HACKUIIOBAN KpUCTUHY — U maxke ecjiu OBl OHa
pacckasasna 00 3TOM X0Tb KOMy-HUOYIb, el ObI BCe paBHO HUKTO He MoBepuJl. [la maxe eciu
TIOBEPHUNK Obl, TO HUKTO HUYEr0 He CMOT OBl CIeNlaTh — ecJid ¥ TeOs BRICOKHI CTATyC B CTOJIMIIE, TO
MOKHO 130eXKaTh HAMHOTO 00JIee Y2KaCHHIX IPeCcTyIieHui. UMeHHO B TOT MOMeHT KpucTuHa
TIOHSIIA, YTO ee XU3Hb OYKBAIbHO OKOHYEeHa — OHa 0Ka3allach B JIOBYIIKE.

[TpocTo Tak YBOJUTHLCS He MOMy4uTCs, 0apoH OBl el He MTO3BOJIUII, a ecu Obl OHa cbexkasa, TO y Hee
He ObIIO OBl HY €UHOTIO IIaHCa ¢ pe0EHKOM — Belb OHA CTaHEeT 0eXKeHKOM, N3MEeHHHUIIeH, ITOTEePSIB
BO3MOXKHOCTh paboTaTh mmpu ABope. M maxke eciu 6Bl OHa KaKUM-TO YyIOM TIOMasia B APyroe
KOPOJIEBCTBO, WJIM IIPOCTO B IPYTO€ MECTO, TO TaM CHayaJla HyKHO ObIs10 OBl HaliTu padoTy, a ¢
peGeHKOM Ha pyKax 3TO HEBEPOSITHO TSIKeJIO.

CoBecTb He 1M03BoJIsIa KprcTrHe MpocTo u306aBUTHCS OT peGeHKa, U II03TOMY el HUYEero He
0CTaBaJIOCh, KPOME KaK MPOJOJIZKATh CIIYKUTh TP 0apOHEe — XOTh OH U OB Y2KACHBEIM, HO TaK Y Hee
XOTsI GBI OBIJT IITAHC OCTATHCS B TEPIIMMOM I10JI0XKEHUH, B KOTOPOM OHA CMOXKET BRIPACTUTH TUTS.
Hacrositmuit OgBaph, eCTECTBEHHO, COBCEM He OBIN 3aMHTEpPECOBaH B 3TOM. KpucTHHa MOHUMaa, 4To
He CTOUT Jaxke YMOJISITh 6apoHa 00paTHTh BHUMaHHUE Ha TO, UTO OH CaM XK€ ¥ COTBOPUI — U ITOTOMY
OHa MIPUHSIJIA PEIIeHNe TPOCTO XKUTh JasIbIlle, KaK U PaHbIIIE,

— W Kak-TO pa3 s 3aMeTujIa, 4YTO YTO-TO He TaK... — Pa3BepHYBIIKNCH Ha MecTe, KpuCTHHa BHOBB
TIOCMOTpesia Ha ABrycra. — bapoH BEepHYIICS U3 JONT0M KOMAaHOUPOBKY, HO YTO-TO CTAJI0 B HEM
WHBIM. MCXyman OH Kak-To, la ¥ XapaKTepoOM H3MEHUJICS, XOTh U MBITAJICS Ka3aThCS BCE TAKUM XKe
JKECTOKUM ¥ HEIIPUCTYIIHEIM, HE JKeJIalolUM 3HAThCS C MoabMu. Kak pa3 ¢ mOCIeqHUM TH U
omu0OCs... — YXMBITbHYBIINCH, KpucTHHa mpomokuia: — TH KakK-TO MHE CKa3all, YTO He KeJlaelllb
001IaTHCS U3-3a TOTO, YTO Tebe HeKOM(OPTHO C APYTUMHU JTIOAbLMHU... HO HAaCTOS MM OapoH He XKeal
001IaTHCS U3-3a CBOETO OTBPAIIEHHUS. ThI XOPOIIO CHITPAjl BCE, KPOME €r0 BEICOKOMEPHS — ¥ B 3TOM
MOMEHTE THI CPa3y IMPOKOJIOJICS.

[TpoMOTaB B TOJT0BE CKa3aHHOE €10, ABTYCT movyecas Iog00poooK ¥ HETPOMKO yCMexXHyIIcs. Takoro
Pa3BUTHS COORITHE OH IPENANOJI0XKUTh He MOT, IOTOMY YTO B UMIIEPATOPCKOM TOKYMEHTAIIU! TaKHe
OIPOOHOCTH TUYHOCTU OapoHa COBCEM He YTOUHSIIIUCH.

— Teneps TH NOHUMaeMb? — B I71a3ax KpucTuHs 071€CHYTI OTOHEK, U, IIOOHSB PYKU Ha YPOBHE
TOJIOBEI, OHA CXKaJjla WX B KyJaku, Oymyun B30ymopakeHHOM 0T COOCTBEHHBIX C10B. — Korma s
0CO3Hasa, YTo 3TO Hefopa3yMeHNe He BepHeTCs — s Oblla IPOCTO B BOCTOPTre! OTO OBUT Ty4Innit
MOMEHT Moe kKu3Hu! MomeHT, Korga KpucTtrHa JHOWINNUIIL MOTJIa 3J10pafCcTBOBATh!..

KpI/ICTI/IHa BOT-BOT XOT€eJIa 3aX0X0TaTh, KAK HCTUHHBIN 3)'[02181;1, HO BCe€ 2X€ He CTaJla.



— ...’ BOT THI BHE3AIIHO YXOOHUIllb, BO32K€EJIaB OCTABUTh MEHS 0e3 pa60T1;1. — CerCTI/IB PYKH Ha
T'PDyOdHu, OHa KPEIIKO BCTalla IOCPEeOHU IMPOX0odad, HaMeKas, 4TO He JaCT eMYy HpOfITPI. — He mymy.

— IIa nagHO, — mopmoMas OnuzKe, ABIyCT BCTal IPSIMO psifoM ¢ KpuctuHoi. — Bcest 9Ta, Kak TH
CKasala, «xajyla», CTaHeT TBOoel — mpopaii ee 1 Tebe [0 KOHIIA XKM3HU He NpupeTcs paboratb. —
[IyTnuBO TOBOPUI OH, CTapasiCh He HaKaJsaTb 0OCTAHOBKY.

— 4 He my4y. — HaxMypuBIIKUCE, OTBETUJIA OHA. — f HE X04Y, UTO Thl YXOOUJL.

Pa3ovapoBaHO BEIIOXHYB, ABI'YCT OCTYIIHJICS Ha3aj U HOCTAJ XOPOLIO CIIPSATAaHHBIN MTUCTOIB,
3aKpenseHHb Ha peMHe. [Tof namom ero 6bUI0 IPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO 3aMETHUTh, U3-3a 4ero
KpucTuHa CUIbHO yOUBUIaCh. MTHOBEHUE CITyCTS, ABI'YCT B3BEJI KYPOK U HalpaBUJI OPyKuUe IIPSIMO
Ha CJIy2KaHKY, BHITSIHYB PYKY BIlepe[i, 13-3a Yero CTBOJI UyTh JIX He Kacasics ee Jba.

I[To Teny KpucCTHHEI IIPOIIUIa APOXKb Ha APy C XOJOTHLIM IIOTOM, a 3a 9THM ee TeJI0 U BOBCE
3apoxXKaso oT cTpaxa. OTHECTPEeNbHOEe OPYKKe OJHO U3 CaMbIX TPO3HBIX, U, €CJIH ABTYCT
NEeNCTBUTEILHO HaUAeT B cebe MOOIOCTH BHICTPENIUTh B Hee — y Hee He OyeT HUKaKuX IIaHCOB. XOTh
Aptyp u OBLN HEXKeaTelbHEIM pebeHKOM, KpucTrHa Bcerfa cTapanach pacTUTh €ro C J1I000BbI0, U,
€CJTU ceryac ee XHU3Hb 000PBETCS... OH OCTAHETCSI COBCEM OMMH.

— Bupums? — crpocun ABrycCT, II0CJIe Yero MPOKPYTUII IIUCTOMIb TaK, YTO €ro pykKa yaepxKupajia
CTBOJI, & PYKOSITKa OKa3ayiaCh CO CTOPOHEI KpuCTUHEL. — BHICTpENnu B MeHs — U 51 COBCEM He
paccTpoioch, IpaBaa. A BoT Tebe ellle eCTh UTO TEPSTh.

— Mae... cTeigHO. — OMyCTHB TOJIOBY, CKa3ajla OHa. — B KaKON-TO MOMEHT 5 ITOfyMasa, YTO Thl
IeNCTBUTEILHO COOMPAEIITLCS B MEHS BEICTPEIIUTD. S MCIyTraach.

ABTYCT IPHHYIUTETHHO 3aCTABUII €€ B3STh MUCTOJIb, U BMECTE C 9THM OH CHSII C ce0si CBOM CTPAHHBIN
OeJIblii IJTAll], TO KCYE3AOIIHH, TO BHOBb IPHOOPETAIOIINI eCTeCTBeHHEIE 1IBeTa. IToKa OHa
paccMaTpuBala ITUCTOJIb, OH aKKypaTHO Hamen ofgesHue Ha Kpuctuny, obpalias ee BHUMaHue Ha TO,
KaK ee TeJI0 Ha rja3ax UCYe3aeT U CIIMBAeTCS C OKPYKEHHEM BOKPYT.

— JTO — eOWHCTBEHHAs MaruydecKas BeIIddYKa, KOTOPYIO s HOCUT ¢ co6oi. [Toxkamny#, OT Hee Toxke
CTOUT U30ABUTHLCS MEepe[ TeM, Kak 5 Yy, HO MPOCTO BEIOPACKBATE OBIIO OBI TJIYIIO.

— MaHTHu4... HeT, MIalll-HeBUAUMKA?.. — IIOTYKe 3aBsi3aB y3JIbl B palioHe mIen, KpucTuHa 1eTOHBKO
3aKpyKHUJIach Ha MeCTe, CJIOBHO OHA IIPUMePsifia MjaTthe. — ¢ He gyMaia, 4To MomoOHbIe BEIU U
BIIPABMY MOTYT CYIIIECTBOBATh... TAKOW, HABEPHOE, I1eJI0€ COCTOSTHUE CTOUT...

— KoHKpeTHO 3TOT — BO3MOXKHO, HO BOOOIIIe, MOXKHO HAlTH U NofellIeByie. — YbIOHYBIINCH, ABTYCT
CTSHYJI MacKy CO CBOEeTO Julla, ToKa3aB KpucTtuHne cBou OrenHble, 00IbHEIE TYOB. — f yMupaio,
00J1e3HL HACTyIaeT MHE Ha ISITKU. [IpOIIoN HOYbO S 3aABIXaJICs, @ ITOTOM 3aKalllJIsii BeCh IOBaI
KPOBBIO. B KaKo#-TO MOMEHT MHe [laxKe IT0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 5T BOT-BOT BBIIIJIIOHY COOCTBEHHEIE JIETKHE,
HO, K CHACTBIO UJIU COXKaJIeHUI0, 9TOTO HE CIIy4YMJIOCh.



— Heyxenu 3amnac 3e1ui IOOOIIeN K KOHIY? — 00eCIIOKOeHHO crpocuna KpucTuHa. — Pa3Be BH He
MOJKeTe IMOMPOCHUTh Ty JEBYILIKY CHelaTh BaM elre?

— Tolt meByIIKY, K COXaJleHu1o... 0onbile HeT. — OnedaneHo cKasasi ABIYCT, TTIAAS Ha JIYHY [103aAu
Kpuctunsl. — Tak 4To s mpoiry Tebst oT Bced gy, KpucTrHa... maii MHe YUTH.

— ITO TaK IevyanbHO... — CXKaB KyJlak#, CKa3ana Kpuctuna. — 9 xouy Tebe moMoub, HO HE MOTY... He
3Hal0, KaK II0MOYb, TOHUMAEIIh? ITO 3aCTaBIIET MeHs YyBCTBOBATh Ce0sl... 0ECIIOMOIIIHOM.

Ceituac Asryct y3Han B Kpucture cebs. Ce0st, KOTOPBI HUKAK He MOT PEIIUTh, YTO OH XOUET OT
IeMOHa-BaMITHpa, KOTOPHIH TaK CUIBHO U3MEHHUJI €T0 XKU3Hb KaK B IIPOIIIOM, TaK ¥ B HACTOSIIIEM.
Iaxke B 3TOT MOMEHT OH KaJIeeT, YTO BCe, Ha YTO er0 XBATUJIO — 3TO BHICTPENIUTh B MAarn4ecKyio
meyvaTh, YTOOBI OCBOOOMIUTH €€ OT OKOB IIEPKBU. A Belb OH HaBepHsSIKa MOT OBl TIOMOYb €l 1 BOBCE
CKPHITBCS OT CTPAXKH, JaxKe He MOIMYCTUB ee MouMKu. OH MOT BMEIIaThCs.

Ho ne cran. OH 0vl1 1 ocTancst 6eCIIOMOIIHEIM A1l camoro ce6si. Ho Mexny HUMM ecTh O0JIbIas
pa3Huila — KpucTHHa Mo-HACTOsmEeMy OeCIIOMOIIHA, TOTOMY YTO OY€Hb [jajieKa OT TaKuX
(baHTacTUYECKUX COOBITHI KaK 3HAKOMCTBO C IIpefBecTHUKaMu «TeMHoro CosHIa», ABTYCT XKe
HaIIPOTHUB, B IIOCJIEOHEE BPEMS OBUI MaKCHUMaJIbHO 0JIU30K K HUM, [Id ¥ HE CKa3aTh, YTO Y HETO HE
OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTEH ¥ PECYPCOB UCIIOIHUTL CBOU KEJIaHUS B KU3Hb.

Temnepb, KOHEYHO, YTO-TO [leJIaTh YKe MO3[HO.

— Tu1 He 6ecrioMoIniHa. T ¥ He 00s13aHa ObljIa MHE BOBCE IIOMOT...

KpucTtuna 00Hs71a ABI'yCTa, TeM CaMBIM IIPEePHIBasi €ro CJI0Ba, ¥ CPa3y 3a 9THM Y Hee MOJIUITUCH
CTe3Hl... CIe3kl OT 00UALl Ha caMy ce0Osi ¥ Ha MUP, KOTOPHIH IIPOCTO COOMPAsICs I03BOJIUTh MY
yMepeTh. B KakoM-TO CMbICTTe ABI'YCT CTasl [AJis HEe CaMBbIM HACTOSIIIIUM Meccuel, n36aBuBILEH ee OT
6apona [TapkuHCOHA, B KOMIIaHUM KOTOPOro OHa Obiyla o6peyeHa paboTaTe. M Temeps, BCe, UTO OHA
MOXKET — 3TO IIPOCTO MPOIYCTUTH €ro BIiepel], UCIOIHUB ero XKeJlaHue.

— MHe HEUHTEPECHO, KaK Thl BOOOIIle CMOT ITOMEHUTh OapoHa... — MpofonIKas oOHUMaTh ABTYCTa,
3aroBOpuJia OHA. — YTOIWII JIU TH €r0 TeJI0 B KUCJIOTe, UJIU 3aK0majl 3a CTONULEeH... MHe 0e3
pa3uuusl, npasga. Ho... Bcerga 661710 nHTEPECHO, Kak Tebs 30ByT. [To-HacTosmeMy.

— Asrycrt. Ecu 651 51 3Ha/ TBOIO HACTOSIIYI0 MOTUBALMIO, 1 OBl CKa3aJl 9T0 HaMHOTO paHbIIIe.

— Tak ToxXe COMpeT... — 0TOpPBaBUIUCE OT Hero, KpucTuHa 3amuia o6paTHO B I0M, Kak Obl HaMeKas
€My, YTO OH MOXKeT YUTU. — ABTYCT.

— Ecnu TBoe i Xu3HU OyHeT yrpoxKaTh OMaCHOCTh — UCIIONb3YH IIAIll ¥ MUCTOIb, YTOOH! YUTH OT
00MIYHUKOB, KEM Obl OHUM HY OBITH. — Pa3BepPHYBIIKNCH U CTYIIMB HECKOJIBKO IIIar0B 3a IOPOT, ABI'YCT
moOaBui: — XOTh CaM UMITEPaTOP.



— 4 ucnomnp3yio uX M0 Ha3HAYEHUI0, eciu OyoeT Heo0X0OUMOCTb... — KpUCTHHA OKIOHUTIACS,
BBIpaxasi 9TUM K€eCTOM TO, YTO OHA ITPOBOXKaeT ABTycCTa B opory. — Bo3Bpartmaiics, ABIYCT.

— Katizep. — Ha3Bas cBoI0 (paMunuio, OH MeJJIeHHO TOIIe BIepel, MaxXasi pyKou U He
o0opauuBasicb. — Moe monHoe uMs — ABTycT Katizep.

Victopust KpuCTUHE 4eM-TO HalloOMMHAaJja ABTYCTY HCTOPHUIO €T0 MaTepyu — Ta TOXe Oblla CITyKaHKOH
IIPY UMIIEPATOPCKOM JIBOPE, U ee TOXKe UCIO0JIb30Bajla IMYHOCTh HMIIEPaTOPCKOM BaxKHOCTH, 100 Ha
ToT MOMeHT Kaiizep II, KoTophIli, COOCTBEHHO, U SIBJIIETCS 3TOM TMYHOCTHIO, ellle He OB IIpaBUTeIeM
CTOIUILEL U KOPOJIEBCTB IIpUJiaramwllen K Heii. TOJIBKO B clly4ae ABryCTa OH BMECTE C MaTephI0
OKa3aJjics Ha ynuie, a ApTyp ¢ KpuCTUHOM MpomoIKany XKuTh 0e3 JIUIIeH!s BCEBO3MOKHbIX
IIPUBHUJIETHN. ITa CXO0XKECTh BbI3Bajla COCTpafilaHue B ero cepaile.

Brauarne, KpuctuHa faXe He IOHSIa, YTO OH MMeJl BBULY, IOTOMY 4TO (amunus Karsep cerdac y
BCeX Ha CJIyXy — Be[b OHa MPUHAMJIEKUT CaMOMY UMIIEpPaTOPCKOMY pony. B Kako#i-TO MOMEHT
XOMIUJIU CIIyXH, UTO APYTUM JIIOASM U BOBCE 3arpelieHo 6paTh pamunuio Kaiizep npu perucrpanuu
rpaXkgaHCTBa B CToNULe. M JeliCTBUTENIBHO, 3TO IO-HACTOSALIIEMY PefKas paMunus UMeHHO B
MMIIepPaTOPCKOM CcTonune. BipoyeM, caM uMIiepaTop 3TO HEKOrna OTpULal.

Korpma KpuctuHa oco3Hana cka3aHHOE — OBITIO y2Ke TO3OHO, IOTOMY YTO OH CKPHIICS 3a (PoOHTaHOM
Ha y4JacTKe, a IIOTOM ¥ BOBCE 3a BOpOTaMu. BripoueM, el GbIJI0 HeUero eMy ckasaTh — OHa He 3Hajla
HUKAKOTO ABI'yCTa, KOTOPHIH Kora-nubo OblI TPy ABOPE, HO caMa 3Ta (haMuIus mogpa3yMeBaa, 4YTo
OH, TaK UM WHAYe, OTHOCHUJICS K UMIIEPATOPCKOMY POY.

[TomaxaB PyKoO# B TyCTOTY, CIy2KaHKa Pa3BePHYJIach U 3aKphIja IBEPU YCAObOHI.
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