«Y Hac HAYETO He MOJIyYUTCA?» — IIOBTOPHUII 3a MHOM ['epakJi, cOpackiBast HOTH CO CTOJIA U
yIPOKaoIe HAKIOHSISICh Haf HUM. «O 4eM Thl TOBOPHILE?»

«JTa!» 2KaHHa HaMly/Iach, CKPECTUB IIPH 3TOM PYKH. bpoBu 3urdpuna, CTOSIINEro pPSnoM, IOTHSIIHAC
elrle BBIIIE, ¥ OH CJIeTKA yNIBIOHYJICS, YCIIBIIIAaB MO0 PeYb M pacCcTaBaHui. «TH yKe yOUBaeIlb
MOHCTPOB, Tak 1moyemy Onl Te0e He...»

«B TOM-TO U meno», — IpepBat g €€, MeAJIeHHO TOKaYuBasi royioBoi. «Mos 1emb, 3T0 He yOUBaTh
MOHCTPOB. $1 3aHUMAIOCh TEM, YTO 3AIIUIIAI0 CMEPTHBIX.

[Tonumanve IpoMesnbKHYJO Ha nule ['eopra, u [lao Llao mpocTo KuBHYI. ['epaki TOIBKO Ha4al
BRITTISATETH 371ee. «Kakas yepToBa pa3HUNA? ITO BCE OOHO U TO Xe!»

«HeT, 9T0 He Tak», — s [TOKA4aJl FOJIOBOM, XJIafHOKPOBHO BCTpeyYas ero PacTyIIYo SPOCTh CBOEH
XOJIOMHOU NOTHKOU. «IIpsaMo ceriuac Tpu Cuibl TONBKO YTO NPUHSIIM PEIleHre 0 MUPe, KOTfa Ha HUX
Harlaj KTO-TO, Y KOT'0, KaK BH TOJIbKO YTO IIPU3HAJHU, OBUIM IIJIaHBL 110 IIEPEeyCTPOMCTBY MUPa. ITOT
MUp OBIT GBI TYYIIMM IITAHCOM MaKCUMAaJIbHO YMEHBIIIUTh UX BIUSHUE Ha CMePTHBIX. OHU
COTJIACHJIMCEH C MOMMH TpeOoBaHUSIMU. M Termeps KTO-TO MBEITAETCS HAPYIIUTh 3TOT MUP, BO30OHOBUTH
BOMHY, KOTOpas BTSHET B Hee TaK MHOT'O CMEPTHHIX, a BbI IPOCTO CUANTE 3[ecCh, He 3a60TsACh 00 9TOM.
Ecnu Gbl MBI OBITM Ha OJHOM BOJIHE, BBl OB Y2Ke ObIIM TaM, TMHAs MOHCTPOB U IIPOU3BOAs Gypop
IPOTHUB 3TOM ¢ppakuuu «IIpomeix Mao». BMecTo 3TOro BH HU YepTa He fejlaeTe, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTH
3TO».

«Ckaxu MHe», — s 1oBepHYyJicA K 1Jao 1lao, — «TBl TOJIBKO 4TO IpU3HAJICH. Y BaC €CTh Kakasg-To
11eJ1b, ¥ BEI, pebsiTa, MBUTAETECh TOILKO OTHOCUTENLHO Hee. Eciu OBl MOCTHUXKEHUE 9TOM Ieu
03HAyaJI0 BOBJIEYEHNE B Hee MMOCTOPOHHUX CMEPTHBIX, €CIIM ObI 9TO MOTJIO IIPUBECTH K XKePTBaAM
Cpenou HeBUHHBIX POX0XKUX, BhI OBl BCE PABHO IPOIOJIKATIH ?»

«Jla», — cka3an MHe Llao [lao, He B3gparuBasi u He KOne0nsich, IPHU3HaBas, YTO OH JEeNCTBUTEIIHHO
TOTOB PUCKOBATh XKU3HAMU HEBUHHBIX IO pafy TOr0, YTO OH CIJIaHKMPOBas. 1 HeHafgo/Iro 3aKphil
rj1a3a, COIPOTUBIAACH KeJaHUI0 HaXMYPUTHCS, IPeXKAe 4YeM OTKPBITh UX CHOBA.

«BoT u BCcé», — ckaszan s eMy. Mol TOH Temepb ObUT OeIOBHIM. «f He BCTYIITIO B OPraHU3aluUIo,
KoTopas 6y[eT CO3HATENIbHO PUCKOBATh XKU3HSIMU HEBUHHBIX IIPOX0XKUX. BEI ONTyYnTe TO XKe
IIpenJiokKeHre, YTO U BCe OCTaJibHbIe. 1 He HauHY AKuXap IPOTUB Bac, pedsiTa, UK YTO-TO B 9TOM
poze, HO, eCIIU 5 YBUXKY, YTO BHI IIOBEpPraeTe OMaCHOCTA CMEPTHHIX B MOE IIPUCYTCTBUE, 1 HE
TI03BOJII0 3TOMY CIIyYMThCS ITPOCTO TaK».

«Bce, 4TO OCMeNUTCS MOTHSATH PYKY Ha CMEPTHOTO, HalleT MeHs PSIOM, TOTOBOTO OTPYOUTH €My 3Ty
PyKy. [laxke eCciu 9TO IPYroi CMepPTHEHIN», — MpoOopMoTan 3urdpum, ¥, HeCMOTPS Ha TO 4TO 5, B
o01IeM ¥ 1IeJI0M, CKa3all UM OTBaJIMTh, OH, TI0X03Ke, ObLIT BIIeYaTIeH MOUM 3asiBieHueM. «Kamp», —
IIOKayvaJsl OH TOJIOBOM, Cjlerka yibibasich. «Iymato, s OblT OB pajl, ecyid OBl KTO-TO Bpoae TeOst ObIn
Cpenu Hac».

«BB110 GBI HEIIZIOX0 UMETH ellle OOHOTO Mara», — B3TOXHYJ ['eopr, U, XOTsS OH Ka3aJcs
pPa30vyapoBaHHEIM, OH TaKXke, Ka3ajoCh, CMUPHUICS. 2KaHHa CMOTpesia MeXIy HUMHU C PACTEPSIHHEIM U
pa30vyapoBaHHKIM BEIPAXKEHUEM JIHIA, KaK O6yaTO OHa HE MOTJIa [0 KOHIIA IOHSTh, II0YEMY S
OTKa3bIBAIOCh, JazKe eCJIM OHA 3HAJa, YTO APYTHeE B ee MaJIeHbKOM TpyIIne MoHsAIU. ['epaki Havyam
pBEIYaTh, HE CIIHIITKOM XOPOIIIO BOCIIPUHUMAs OTKa3.

«[TousiTHO», — Llao Llao moHMMarOIIe KUBHYII, IpeX/e YeM clierKa yIblOHyThCs. «2Kamb. [lyMai, Mbl
¢ ToO0¥ MOTJIH OBl CTaTh APY3bIMU».



«ITomyMmait Haf CBOMM IIOBEeIeHHUEM, U, BO3MOXKHO, KOTIa-HuOymb B OymyiemM», — cKasai s emy. 4 Bce
etre OBIT HAMIPSIZKEeH, HO ero peakuus Oblna xopoinei. [1o cyTH, S TOTBKO 4TO OPOCUT My B JIHIIO
IIepyaTKy, ¥ TUITHYHON peakuuel O0IbIIMHCTBA TEHEBHIX OPraHU3aIUui Ha 9TO 0OLIYHO OBII0 “yOen
ero oraem”. Cyqs 10 peakIuy OCTAJIbHEIX, B JAHHOM KOHKPETHOM CJIy4ae MHEe, BO3MOXKHO, yIaIoCh
n30exkaTh IyJIH, HO [I7IT MEHS BCe XkKe OBbIJI0 XOpoIllel uueel mobricTpee yopaThCsa 0TCIOAA, IpeXkae
yeM OHH pelaT MCII0NIb30BaTh 60lee pacIpOCTPaHEHHEIN OTBET. «Teneps, eClIU BH He MIIaHUPYEeTe
PACKPHIBATH CBOM TAMHCTBEHHEIE 11T, YTOOR 3aCTAaBUTh MEHS ITepeayMaTh, s Obl XOTEJI, YTOObI MEeHS
II0OCKOpee OTIPaBUIU 00paTHO. BumuTe u, S TONBKO YTO Y3HAJI, YTO B afly UAET PEBOIIONUS, U 5 OB
XOTeJI COXPaHUTh HEIHELTHUH pexXuM. f He myMalo, 4YTO OMMO3UIMs OyIeT CTOMb XKe Ieapa K
CMEPTHEBIM, KaK HEIHEIITHUH PeXUM».

«MsI nnaHupyeM nobenuth Benukoro KpacHoro, 4ToOnl IoKa3aTh, YTO CHJIa YeJ0BeYeCTBa
IIPEBOCXOMUT CUJTy HeJtofel», — Jerko ckasan MHe Llao [ao.

4 Mopray.

«ITomoxpan», — MeOJIEHHO Hayall §, JEeMCTBUTENIbHO IIBITAsACh MOHATD, YTO S Celdac ycblma. «Thl
YTO, AEMCTBUTEILHO TOJIBKO YTO PACKPHLI MHE CBOM 3arafO4HbIe I[eJIU TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO I
BEIKJIMBO IMOMIPOCUII?»

4 nonarato, 4To XKU3Hb B besymMHOM Mupe nMeeT HEKOTOPhIE IPEUMYIECTBa, — OTMeTuIa JIa,
OYEBUMHO, KaK U f CTOJIb K€ HEMOATOTOBJIEHHAasA, K TOMY, YTO MHE TOJIBKO YTO [aJid OTBETHI, BMECTO
TOTO YTOOBI 3aCTaBIATh MEHS HCKaTh MOACKA3KYy 3a MOACKa3K0M, YTOOH! BEISICHUTH, UTO IIPOUCXOTUT.

'Tloxoxe Ha TO', — cKa3aJ s ei. — 'Ho 3T0 [ieliCTBUTENbHO COMBAET C TOJIKY, BEPHO?"'

«CTUHHBIN KPaCHBIM 00KECTBEHHBIM UMIIEPATOP APAaKOHOB, BOIUIOMIeHNe I'pé3 u Mimmo3uii, — camoe
CUJIbHOE CYII[ECTBO B MUpe», — OOCTAaTO4HO JieTKo npoposkui [lao [{ao, neHrnBo 6apabaHs maibliaMu
o Jlouruny. «Jlaxe Oduc, bor-IlpakoH becKkoHeYHOCTH, He MOXKeT mobequTh ero. C Tex mop, Kak
Benukuit Kpachelii mocenumncs B IIpocTpaHcTBe Mexay uaMmepenusmu, Oduc He Moriia BEPHYThCS».
Vnri6ka Ilao 1Tao cTana XWITHOM, BEIpaXKeHWe MPEeOBKYIIeHUs IIPOCTYIINIIO Ha er0 0 CUX 0P
criokorHoM nute. «ITomyMait 06 9ToM. YTo GBI 9TO 3HAYUIIO IJIST YeI0Be4YeCTBa, eClId OBl OHO
COBEPIINIIO YTO-TO, YETO HE CMOT chenaTh faxe bor-IpakoH? 3To ObIJI0 ObI OKOHYATETEHEIM
IOKa3aTeIbCTBOM CHUJIBI YEJIOBEUECTBA, UCTUHHBIM ITpU3BaHuEM 11000r0 I'epost».

«Benukuit KpacHei?» 4 mOBTOPHII, ONISTH XKeJlasi UMETh 00Jiee IPOYHYIO TEOPETUYECKYI0 6a3y mo
CYIIeCTBax 3TOTO Mupa. X0Th yOel, Ha3BaHKe He BBI3LIBAJIO B MAMSATH HUYETO 60Jiee yrpoKarolIero,
yeM OosblIas KpacHast cob6aka, KOTOPYIO 51 BUAEN B JETCKUX KHUTaX MOero Mupa. [Ipu 9Toi MBICTH 51
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 IBHO He B BOCTOPIe OT KOHEUHOU 11enu Pppakuuu ['epoes.

Xo3suH, JIaI, ¢ Opyro¥d CTOPOHEI, IPOIIUIIEia MATKOE IPENyNpexRIeHre B MOel rojioBe. B ee ronoce
3By4Yasio sSIBHOe 6eCIOKONCTBO, TPAHUYAIIlee C HACTOMYMBOCTHIO. S TyMaio, OHU MMeIOT B BUY
CYILECTBO, KOTOPOE HEKOTOPOEe BpeMst Ha3aj 3arHajio Hac B 9Ty PeabHOCTb.

‘3Jarsasno Hac...' — Hayal d, Ipex[e 4eM [IOHAJI, 0 YeM OHa I'OBOPHUT.

Mos yentocTh pU3NYECKU OTBHUCIIA, U S JIUIIL OTHAIEHHO YCIIbIIIIaN 3X0 CBOETO CTy/a, KOT{la BCKOYHUI
Ha Hory, 00e PYKH XJIOMHYJIU II0 CTOJTy Iepeno MHOM. BHE3amTHOCTh MOeTo IBUKEHUS BRI3BaJIa
MHOKECTBO HAIPSIXKEHHBIX ¥ IIOTEHIMAILHO OIACHBIX PEaKIWH, HO 5T ObIT CITHIIKOM 3aHSIT,
ycTaBusBIIuCh Ha [ao Llao.

«ITomoxkau», — HA4all 5, CraThIBasi C BHE3AIHO MEPECOXIINM ropiaoM. «Benukuit KpacHbIN. 3TO
CIIly4allHO He, Hy He 3Halo, Tapy COTEH SIpOOB B AJIMHY, OTPOMHBIN XBOCT U KPBUIbS, KOT'TU U KJIBIKH,



CTEPEOTUITHBIN APaKOoH? JleTaeT 1o MyCcToTe, He MI00UT KoMIlaHK0? ITOT Benukuit KpacHbIi?»

«0x?» Lao 1lao HAKJIOHUJICS BIIEPEN, U B €r0 I'/la3ax [OIBUJICS BHE3AIHBIN UHTEPEC, C KOTOPHIM OH
n3ydan MeHs. «Ecnu OBl 1 He 3Ha/I HUYero Jiydiie, s OBl CKa3asl, YTO Tl TOYTH 3BYUUILb TakK OYATO
3HaKOM C HUM...»

«3HaKOM?» Mo Toyi0c, BO3MOXKHO, OBIJT B HEMHOT'O BBICOKOM TOHAJIBHOCTH B 3TOT MOMEHT. «3JTa
YyepToBa TBaphb MbITanach MeHsd coxpaTh! [Touemy? [ToueMy, 4epT BO3bMHU, Tl XOYEIllb CPazKaThCs C
3THM MOHCTPOM? AQICKHe KOJIOKOJIa, V Hee 3yOnl Gosblie, 4eM s B BEICOTY! Bombine, ueM s! ITogymait
00 atom!» 4 momHSAN PyKy, 4TOOB IOOYEPKHYTh, UTO Mia, S HE COBCEM MaJeHbKUMU YeJIOBEK, U,
HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO HaYMHAJI BHIJIAETh PACTEPSIHHBEIM U 37IBIM, ['epaksl XMBIKHYI OT 3TOT0 3peJuile.
«OH pa3MepoM c mom0aHHOE OCTPOBHOE TOCYOAPCTBO, U, eClii Obl OH OBbLI ODHUM M3 HUX, €r0 TTTaBHLIM
9KCIIOPTHBEIM TOBapOM Obiyia Obl yKacHasi Tubenb! Y ThI X04elb BCTYIUTDL C HUM B 00i? ThI
CyMacCIlefIui UIu IIPOCTO TIIYIIBIN ?»

«Ox?» T'eopr ToXe HAKJIOHUJICS BIepe[, a 3Uurdpuy BEIMPSIMHUIICS, HO S OB CIMIIKOM COCPeIOTOYeH
Ha [Tao ITao, yToOH Mmo-HacTosIIEMYy o0pallaTh Ha HUX BHUMaHUe MIPSIMO ceryac.

«3HaAYuUT, TH ¥ BOPSIMb BcTpeyasn Benmukoro Kpacuoro», — yneibka Llao L{ao crana mupe.

<<1'queMy ThBI 3006me X04genib C HUM Cpa}KaTBCﬂ?» A IIPOAOJIZKHUII, BCE ellle CIIMIIKOM OITIeJIOMJIEHHBIN
HEOOBSITHOCTHIO ZKaX[bl CMEPTH 3THUX UOHNOTOB. «Bce 4TO OH fienaeT — JIeTaeT, pacnyruBas...»

4 3amep.
4 BHIIPAMUIICS.

Mou rnasa CY3HUJIUCh, 1 BCE, 9YTO A YyBCTBOBAJI, PE3KO CTaJI0 HEBAXKHO. 3uMa ITpOHECIIaCh CKBO3b
MEH, ¥ Ha 3TOT Pa3 4 He IOTPYOUJICA €€ COepPXKaTk.

«JIamr», MHe He Hy>KHO OBIJI0 TOBOPUTH HUYETO EIIIE.
4 monumaro, 'appu, oHa IOHsIa MeHs U 6e3 9TOTo.

Panbire MBI 00CyKIaau, YTO UMEHHO 03HA4YaeT 3TOT OTPOMHBIM IpakoH, Benukuit KpacHbli, Kak s
Teleph 3Haj, ero 30ByT. O TOM, 4TO 3TO ObIJIO, O TOM, KaK MBI OKa3aauch B 3TOM TBOpeHUU. MHI He
OBLIM TOTOBHI K CYIIIECTBOBAHUIO YET0-TO IIOX0KET0 Ha MUD, IIPUTOOHBIN O XKU3HHU, C 3TOM CTOPOHEI
Bremnux Bpat. MoxkHO0 ObI710 ObI TOTyMaTh, 4YTO ¥ TBOPEeHUS €CTh 3aluTa 0T MHBIX, Kak HallpUMeD,
Hainy BHelnHue BpaTa. BMecTo 9TOT0 MBI €[jBa 1M He C IIMHKA 3alllJid B 3TO TBOpPEHUe.

W Me1 IIPHUIIIINX K BEIBOOY, YTO, BOSMOXKHO, Y 3TOTO MHPaA €CTh npyroﬂ METO 3alUTH OT UHEIX.

«To, yero 6ouMcs gaxe MbI», — Tak cka3an ToT, Kto Upet CnemoMm, Korma Benukuii KpacHbri
npPUOIUKAICS K HaM.

Bo3MoxkHO, y 9TOro TBOpeHus He 6b710 BHeurHux BpaT, MOTOMY 4TO y HETo OBLIO YTO-TO TOPA3mo
6ornee apdexTrBHOE, YTOOH! 3AUUTUTE €r0. BO3MOKHO, TPOCTO BO3MOXKHO, 3TO TBOpEHUE OBIIO
3aIUIeH0 YeM-TO ropas3no 60ee akTUBHEIM, ropa3no Oojiee arpecCUBHEIM, YeM Hamy Bpara.

Kak HaAIIpEMEDP OI'POMHBIM Y€PTOBBEIM KPACHBIM OPAKOHOM CMEPTH.

ITo GombIeit YaCTH 9TO OBUIM TPOCTO MPEANOoToKeHus . [Ipa3gHoe MOOOIKITCTBO C HAIlIEH CTOPOHHI.
Ho ecmu 651 9T0 OBIIO TPABOM. ..



Torpma aTa rpymmnka geTeil HaMmepeBajaach YHHUTOXKUTh €TUHCTBEHHYIO 3aIUTY 3TOTO MUpPa OT I1yCcToH
Houu. ITpsiMmo cefivac, 6e3 maybHEHIIUX UCCIIEIOBAaHUY, 51 He MOT CKa3aTh, OblIa JIX 3Ta Lejb YEM-TO,
Ha YTO OHY PELIMJIACE 10 He3HAHWIO, UJIM HA HUX, KAaK OBIBAJI0 B MOEM CTAapPOM TBOPEHUH, IIOBJIUSITIO
4TO-TO O0Jiee 37I0HAMEepPEHHOe.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO HE UMeJI0 3HaueHus. KakoBa Obl HU Obljla MPUYKHHA 9TOTO, aXKe eCJIH 3TO OBLIN
BCETr0 JIMIIb MTPEAIO0IOKEeHUS, TaXKe eCJIu S ounu0ascs, 1 He MOT IIPOCTO ITO3BOJIUTh UM ITOMBITAThCS.

4 Bupmen, Kak omHO TBOpeHUe UyTh He Morubs10. bByab s IPOKIAT, B IPSIMOM U ITIePEHOCHOM CMEICIIE,
€CJIY TT03BOJII0 ApyromMy TBOpeHHI0 Korfa-Tu0o gaxe OOMyCTUTh PUCK TOTO XkKe CaMOoTo.

«YTO XK, 3TO HEOXKHUOAHHBIN ITOBOPOT COORITHI», — mpoOopmoTan [lao ITao, Toxke BcTaBas ¢ Konbem
JloHTMHa B pyKaX, Kpenko cxkuMas ero. OctanbHas 4acTh KOMHATH TOXKE Hadasla IIeBeIUThCS.

«IIpenmoxeHue, KOTOpoe S coefal paHee, OBIJI0 OTMEHEHO», — 3asIBUII 51, © MOM CJI0Ba ObLIN
OTMEeYeHH IneidoM nuHesl.

A moTOM MBI BCe Ha4aslu IEITaThCs YOUTH OPYT OpyTa.
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