'nmaBa 1: IIpoOyxneHue.

IeHb, KOTOPOTO 5 TakK 00s7Tach, HacTan. Moe mecTHanuatunetde. OQUIMaNbHO S cTana
COBepIIeHHOJIETHEeH B KoposieBCcTBe HeduHa. BoNbIIMHCTBO [eTel ¢ HeTepIeHreM XK/Iali 9TOT0 JHS.
IleHb, KOTMIa OHHM HAKOHEII-TO CMOTYT IPHHUMATh COOCTBEHHEIE penreHus. Ho ms MeHs Takas
cB0OOIa OCTaBaJIACh JTHUINb MeUTOM. OIIeHHUK Ha MOeH Illee CITyKHUJI MMOCTOSTHHEIM HAallOMHHAHUEM O
MOeM cTaTyce paba.

f naxe He 3Hasa CBOUX popuTenerd. HUKTO HUYEro He paccKa3blBasl MHE O HUX. fl IpOCTO
npuHaaiiexasna Akagemuu Poccanvi. OHU cllenManu3upoBaIuch Ha 00y4eHUN MOJIOTBIX IEBYIIEK B
Ka4yeCTBe CITyKaHOK ¥ IIpojaxe WX [0 JOCTUXKEHUU COBePIIeHHONeTHs. IMeHHO Tyfma g celdac u
HalpaBisiack. AyKimoHHbN [JoM. Ha MHe ObIJIO AJIMHHOE YepHOe IjlaThe C OTBEPCTUEM C3afH,
9yTOOBI ITOMeEIAJICS XBOCT. bemnbii papTyK co3maBas IPUATHEIA KOHTPACT, HO 5 OBl Ipefmnodia
HEMHOI0 LIBeTa.

K coxanenuto, 61yKmaroIiye MEICIIM He CMOTJIM MeHSI I0-HaCTOSIIEMY OTBIedb. CIIMIIKOM CKOPO MBI
MIOJOIIIA K TOMY MOMEHTY, KOTTla JOJIXKHO OBIJIO peImuThcst Moe Oyayiree. 1 cTosiia Ha HeGOBIIIOM
TIOMOCTe B IIeHTpe 00JbIIoro 3aa. [Io3agu MeHsI, Y CTEHBI, CTOSIT YeJI0BEeK, Be[yIIui ayKIIuoH. B
TIOJTYKPYyTe Iepeno MHOM B yIOOHBEIX KpecaaX CUIeNH JIIONK U MOTSATUBATY HAMUTKHU. {1 Obla JTUIb
OOHUM M3 MHOTHX IIPEIMETOB, KOTOPHIE TPOJIaBauCh ceronHs. f Ob X0Tena yoexkaTh, HO 3HAIA,
KaKyI0 00JTb MOKET IPUYUHUTH MOM OIIEeHHUK.

— W Hai cnenyomui 10T - OTHOCThI0 00y4eHHas TOPHUYHAs U3 3HaMeHUTOoU AKageMun Poccamun!
— Begymuii ¢ mOMOIIBI0 Maruu MpoeLupoBa CBOM rojoc B 3ai. — Ee pocT cocrasnsier 1,59 metpa, y
Hee IIpeKpacHble YepPHBIE BOJIOCH M TOJIBKO ITIOCMOTPUTE Ha 9T NMyILIKMCTHIE yiiku! Ee Koxka
eCTeCcTBeHHO OenHasi, a puoIeToBLIe T1a3a - HaCTOSIINE, a He umio3ust! OHa OTHOCUTCST K PEIKOMY
BU[y TUCHETO POMia U COBEPIIEHHO 300poBa!l

Crost 3mech, s UCIILITHIBAJIa MHOXKECTBO 3MoIui. Cpenu HuX ObUI THEB. YTO Jajio KOMY-TO IIPaBo
BlafgeTh MHOU? PemaTh Moo cynb0y? OHM IBITAIUCh CHeaTh MEHSI KPOTKOM ¥ MHOTO pa3
HaKa3bBaiu. Ho UM He ymanoch CIOMUTE MeHs. [la 3TO U He moMorJo. J[laxe eciu OB 1 KaKUM-TO
00pa3oM OTKITIOUMIIa OIIEMHUK, BXO[ OBLII IO OXPAHOM.

BHe3anHBIY KPUK IIpepBaj Xof COOBITHH. fl OryisHyIach Ha gBeph, BEAyIIyI0 Ha ClieHy. MeHs IpoBeu
yepes Hee paHblle. B 3ae ¢ gpyroi CTOPOHK XPaHUIKUCh TPEIMETH, KOTOPHIE TT033Ke OYOyT
BBICTABJIEHHI Ha ayKIMOH. BrII0 SicHO, 4To upeT 6oit. ByneT nu mauc y0exaTh? Y HEKOTOPHIX
TIOKyIaTesiel Oblyia CBOSI 0XpaHa. MHOTHe JIIOAM B 3aJie JOCTaIu OPYKUe, HO HUKTO He JBUTAJICS.

Bemyiuii OTCTYIIHI OT ABEPH, SIBHO 00ECTIOKOEHHBIN. Yero OH HUKAK He 0KHfaJj, TaK 3TO TOTO, UTO
IIPSIMO PSIOM C HUM B30pBETCS cTeHa. OH ucyes Mof rpymoi 0010MKOB. ITo ObT Mo# 1aHc! OH GBI
TeM Y€eJIOBEKOM, ¥ KOTOPOTO B JaHHHBIA MOMEHT HaXOMUJICS YIPABIISIOMINN KPUCTAT MOETO
omerHuKa. {1 mobexkana MpsMo Yepes3 ObIPY B CTEHE.

KomHaTa ¢ ipyro# cTOpoHb OblJIa HEeCTECTBEHHO TeMHOM. Kak nucuila, s mpekKpacHO BUXKY HOYbIO,
HO KakKas Obl Marus HU [IeHMCTBOBaJjIa 3[IeCh, OHa OJI0KMpoBasa Moe 3peHue. CIOTHKASACh, T OpOCUIIach
6exaThb. Bo3myx BOKpYT MeHs Ka3aJics X0IogHbIM. 4 crabena, cTaHOBUTIACH BSAJION. YTO-TO
3aleUIOCh 3a MOIO HOTY, U 1 yras. OTo Obin Tpyn. 4 He oOpaTHila Ha HETO BHUMAHUS U IOIBITAIaCh
BCTaTh. Ho s Oblta cnumkoM cnaba. Torga s Havasa Moia3TH. S YyBCTBOBAJA, KaK U3 MEeHS MEIJIEHHO
YXOOUT XKU3Hb. ... T X0TeJa XKUTb... OLITh CBOOOTHOMH. ..

Xorop memstHOM XBATKOM OXBATHJI MOe cepalle. BHe3amHo MHe CTaio He TaK CTPAIIHO. ITO OBIIO



moxoxe Ha 00bsiTUsA. Korfla B moceIHUM pa3 MeHs KTO-To oOHuMan? f octaHoBunack. Heyxenu
CMEPTh IeUCTBUTENBHO TaK cTpalHa? [Touemy s nmpopoxkana 60poThcsa? Kakas-To 4acTh MOETO
CO3HaHUS BCe ellle Kpuyasa, 4YToOH s mpomosKana. f riaymas. 3a4eM 0TBepraTh HeXXHBIEe 00BATUS
cMmeptu? 4 3aKphiia rj1a3a, ¥ MUP IIOTPY3UJICA BO TEMY.
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4 ounynacsk B moctenu. Heyxenu s ymepna? 3HaKOMOe OIyIleHHe OllleHUKa Ha IIee
IIO[CKA3bIBAJIO, UTO HeT. 4 ornspgenack. 51 Obljla OmHA B KOMHATe ¢ 0elIbIMH cTeHaMHu. OfexXabl Ha MHe
He OBII0, KpoMe HuxKHero 0esbs. Ho g Gblyla YKpHITa TOJCTEIM ofiesisioM. Ha ManeHbKOM TyMOOUYKe
CTOSI/Ta JalllKa C BOJOM. f cxBaTuia ee U BeIKIIa. Kak MHe ymanoch BEIKUTH? ¢ He CIelMaIucT II0
Maruu, HO 3TO 00J1aK0 OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha CMEpPTh.

IIBephb OTKpPHITIACh, ¥ B KOMHATY Bolilna xkeHIHa. OHa Ovlna ofieTa B Okl XanaT LHeTUTeTbHHUIIHL.
— TBI OYHYJIACh, 3TO XOpo1Io. — CKa3asa OHa,

—YT0 CO MHOU CJIy4MJIOCh? — CIIPOCHUIIA .

— Te1, KaK mypa, 6pocunack B 00J1aK0 CMEePTH. ITO YyI0, YTO THI BEIKUIIA. Kak Th ce6s YyBCTBYeIlb?
— 9M... XOpoII0?

— OTnuyHo, g mepefaM TBOEMY HOBOMY X03s1HY. OH 2KaX[IeT ITOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM.

[Tocne aToro oHa yIia, a s Hayasa BOIHOBaThCA. KTo MeHst Kynun? HeyxXenu OHU TeUCTBUTENIBLHO
3aKOHYMIIM @yKLKOH II0CJIe TOr0, YTO IIPOU301LLI0? f MMONkITanach BCIIOMHUTD, KTO IIPOSIBIIAN KO MHE
MHTepeC, HO HUKTO He BhIfIeNIACcs. [JoIro ragaTh He IPUIIIOCh, BCKOPe B KOMHATY BOLLIEN MyK4YKHA.

OH OBUT YKUCTO BHIOPUT, C KOPOTKUMHU YEePHBIMU BojiocaMu. Haj mpaBEIM I'1a30M y Hero ObL mpaM. Y
Hero OBUIM IPOH3UTEJIbHEIE 3eJIeHble I'1a3a. Ha BUf OH BRIT/ISIAEN YeJI0BEKOM CPeHUX JIeT U OYeHb
nonTAHYTEIM. Ho caMbIM HHTepeCcHEIM OblIa ero ofexnaa. Ha HeM OblIx YepHble OPIOKU C TEMHO-
cuHey mojiocou o 6okaM. Ero nupxax ObUT 3aCTETHYT Ha [IBa psifia cepeOpSHBIX IyTOBUI] CIIEPENH.
OH TakXke OBITT YepHOTro 1IBeTa. Ha meyax y Hero BUCENU 3HAKU pPa3lnyusi, KOTOpLIE S He CMOTJIa
onpepenuTst. Ho 0H SBHO OB BoeHHBIM. Heyxkenu apMus Kynuiia MeHs? Vnu 3To Oblia THYHas
IIOKYyIIKa?

— 4 maiiop ApTyp, Ha cnyxk0be y npuniieccel OnuBun. — [IpeacTaBuiCs OH.
—4... 1 Kowkwu, cap.

— UnTepecHoe uMs. KTo TBOM pogutenu?

— 4 He 3Hat0. MHe HUKTO HEe pacCKa3blBal, U I He MOTY UX BCIIOMHHUTb.

— A 9TO TBHI MOXKEITb BCIIOMHUTD?

— Huuero o mectu n1et, ¢3p. f IOMHIO TOJIBKO, KaK OKa3anach B Akagemuu Poccanus. OHU He
TIOOIIPSIJIA HUKAKMX BOIIPOCOB O MOEM IIPOIIIOM.

— XMm. Tl mpoxopuiia Kakoe-HUOyIb Marudeckoe obyueHue?

— Hert, cap. Bcex, KTo IPOSIBIISI Marn4eCcKui TallaHT, OTIPABISIN B APYTO# Kiaacc. Mbl ¢ HUMHU He
001IIIaJIUCh.



— 3HQYUT, 00 CETOONHSAIIHETO OHS TBOU TallaHT HUKOTHA He IIPOSBIIAICS?
— 4... 1 He moHUMalI0, c3p. Kakou tanaHT? UTO CIy4YUIOCh Ha ayKI[MOHE?

— Brin ykpapmeH nmpegMeT. OOuH U3 HalafaBIIuX ObUT HEKPOMaHTOM U HaKOJILoBaa 00/1aKo CMEPTH.
YToOHI BEIKUTH TaK [I0JITO, KaK TH, 0OLIYHO TpeOyeTcs M1ub0 3akIvHaHUe, TH00 Marn4eCcKui peiMeT
OJ1s1 3aIuThL. [1pu Tebe HUYEro He OBIIO HaMmeHo. CaMbIi JIOTUYHBIN BHIBOJ - IPUPOTHAS
COTIPOTHBIISIEMOCTb. ITO O3HAYAET, YTO y TeOsI eCTh CUIbHAS CKIOHHOCTb K Maruu CMepTu. Thl
3HaeIlb, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?

4 mobnemHena. MeHst HUKoOra He oOy4anu Maruu. Ho OCHOBHOe MpUMeHeHNe Maruy CMEPTH - 9TO
yOuiCcTBO. ITO HE TO, UeM X0Tenu Obl 00mamaTh padsl. [ToxoxkKe, OH He 0XKHIa OTBETA, IOTOMY 4TO
ApTyp IPOJOIIKUIIL:

— 9TO 3HAYUT, YTO MIPUHIIECCA TOTOBA MPEI0XKUTL Tebe cBoOoAYy B 00MeH Ha TBOIO CIIYXKOY.
Yro? CBobony? [Ipunuecca? f omrapalieHo ycTaBUIach Ha HETO.

— Bce ouensb mpocTo. T Oyments 0cBoOOKIeHa U MOIYYHUIIb BCe MTpaBa rpaxmanku. C Te0s CHUMYT
OLIEeWHMK. B3aMeH ThI J0JIKHA OyHelb IIOCTYIUTh B BOBHHYIO aKaJleMHI0 ¥ IIOOIHUCAaTh KOHTPAKT Ha
10 net cmyx08I, TOCTIE OKOHYAHUS.

— A yt0?

— IIpuHIlecca MOKynaeT MHOTO PaboB C JOCTATOYHLIM MarudyecKUM Ui 6OEBEIM TAJTAHTOM U
npepsiaraeT UM nonoOHbIe crenku. Bo BpeMsi ciiy>KO0bl YaCTh TBOETO JKaJloBaHbs OyIeT
MICTIOJIb30BAThCS [IJIST TOKPHITHUS PACXONOB Ha obyueHue. Eciu THI He CcIIpaBUINbLCS, TeOe IPUmeTCs
BEPHYTH BCE NEHBI'H, KOTOPHIE IIPUHIIECCA BIOXKUIIA B TEOSI.

A atux meHer y MeHs He OymeT. Jltofeii, HeCITIOCOOHBIX BHITIIATUATDH OOJITH, OOBIYHO oOpalaay B
pabcTBo. { O6bl 3aKOHYMIIA TaM Xe, T'ie ¥ Hadana. Ho ecyu Ol 51 cClipaBUiIaCh, TO 3aCiTyKuja Obl
cBobony. 9To OBLI IIAHC.

— Cap, 4TO BHI MOXKETe paccKa3aTh MHEe 00 aKafeMuu?
— 9TO YeTHIpe rofia, B TeUeHNe KOTOPLIX Tebs OyayT o0ydaTh Maruu, 0010, CTpaTETUH U JTUOEPCTBY.
— JlugepcTBy?

— Ia, mocie OKOHYaHUS aKaJleMHUH Thl CTaHelb 0uiiepoM KOpoIeBCKOM apMuu. [TI0CKOIBKY
npuHilecca ONnuBus OKa3biBaeT Tebe CIIOHCOPCKYIO MOAMEePXKKY, OHa OyeT pelnaTth, Kyna Tebs
HAIIPABUTb.

— 4 6yny oduriepom? He mpocThIM congaTom?

— KoneuHo. Begp TH Gygemts MOMHOCTEI0 00y4eHHEIM MaroM. C TBOel CKJIOHHOCTBIO K Maruu CMepTHu
THL CTAHelIb HeKpoMaHToOM. OfiHa U3 JYYIINX JUCILUIUIMH [ MaclITaOHEIX cpaxeHuii. K Tomy xe
OHA [I0BOJIBHO pefKas.

Y MeHs ocTaBasIoCh ellle MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB. MoM 3HaHUS O MONUTHKE ObLIM BECbMa OTPAHUYEHHI.
[Tpunnecca OnuBus He OblNA MIEPBOM B OYEPEOH Ha IIPECTO, 3TO 5 3Hasla TOUHO. Ee OpaT [IxkeiMc
OBLTT KPOHIIPUHIIEM U OOJIXKEeH OB YHACIeoBaTh TPOH. 3aHUManach i ONMuBUS IPOCTO BOEHHBIMU
nenaMu 1 BepOoBKOM? XoTesna i OHa TOJYYUTh BEPHEIX CONAAT A ce6si? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, AJIs



MEHS 3TO He ©MeJio ocoboro 3HaveHusi. CBoboma! S Mory ee mony4duTs.
— 4 cormnacHa.
ApTyp yNbIOHYIICS.

— OtnuyHo. CerogHs THI OTOOXHEIIb, a 3aBTPa Te0sI MPOBOISIT B aKageMHuIo. ¢ IOAr0TOBII0 KOHTPAKT
1 BCe HEOOXOUMEBIE MaTeprankbl. Tl Oymelb 0YeHb MoJIe3Ha [Jis KOPOJIeBCTRa.

3aTeM OH yIIIesI, a g 0CTaJICs HaeIUuHEe CO CBOMMU MHICIAMU. Marus! BonbIInHCTBO Nofen
oOHapyKrBalIu CBOM TaJlaHT B BO3pacTe 0 OecsaTu jieT. [IpobyxKaeHue B IeCcTHAALATH JIET ObLIO0
HecCJIbIXaHHBIM. YTO0 9T0 03Ha4ano? Heyxenu oHM ommONIuUCh? A ellle Marus cCMepTH. ITo Oblsia
IyTarolas MbICIb. MHOTHE JTIOOU CUUTAHU ee 3710M. Ho OBIIO /T 9TO mIPaBOoM MIM IIPOCTO CTPAXOM
nepen ee cuoit? OCTaBIIMKCS IeHb S TPOBeJIa B MOCTENH, Pa3MbIIIISAS O CBOEM OyIyLIEM.
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