[Tocye 3TOTO HEIOBKOT'0 MOMeHTa HOBOOpayuHble, HAKOHEL!, TPUOLITN B TapafgHbIl 3a1. MMmepaTop u
UMIepaTpuIla Xaaau ux.

WmnepaTpuiia Obly1a CIUIIIKOM ITOTPSICEHA, KOTA YBUIENIa HEBECTY, KOTOPYI0 OHa momgapuia Jiu
Yzkao. OHa cpa3sy ke [TO4YyBCTBOBAJIA COXKAJIEHHE.

"¢l merCTBUTENBHO ITOAapuia eMy MOTPSICAIOIIYI0 MOJIOAYIo iegu. Ho 9T0 He BaXKHO [0 TEX MOp, II0Ka
ee HecyacTHas cynb0a JeiicTByeT Ha Hero!" - cepauTo mnogyMasia uMmmeparpuia U.

— Oren-uMniepaTop, Bail chH U ero mpuHIlecca-KOHCOPT BhIpaXxkaloT BaM yBaxkeHue, — JIu Yxkao
CJleTKa IIOKJIOHUIICS, BCJIe 3a HUM cherasia pesepaHnc Croii JIun Au.

OH HUKOTI[la He CMOTpeJ UMIlepaTpulle B ria3a. JIu Yxkao 3Has, Kak CUJIbHO CTpajajia ero MaTh
paHbiie, XoTs OTel-uMIepaTop BCerya IbITaICS 3allUIaTh ee.

— Bame BenuuecTBo, ey xKenaeT Bam qONTUX-HONTUX JIET JKU3HU U 3[M0POBbs, — B 3aJie IPalo3HO
po3Bydas Tuxuu ronoc Ciou JIux Au.

HeCMOTpH Ha HEPBO3HOCTH, OHA OelCTBUTEIIBHO X0TeNa XOpOoHIOo IIOIIPUBETCTBOBATE UMIIEPATOPA U
HMIIEPaTPUIy. Ona He mora IIPOM3BECTH IIJIOXOT'O BIIeYaTJ/IEHUS Ha CBOUX POAOCTBEHHHKOB CO
CTOPOHEI MyZKa.

— Ioub MmuHucTpa CioM, Bbl JefiCTBUTENIbHO X0poIu co6o 1 rpanuo3Hsl. Ho moyeMy s HUKOTa
paHblle He Bupien Bac Ha OankeTax? — Ero BenuuecTBy 61710 04eHB JTI000MBITHO, TIOYEMY 3Ta IOHAS
Jle[y BHE3AITHO [OSIBUIaCh UMEHHO cervac.

— Ha camomM pene g XKWBY B CenbCKOM MECTHOCTH. A BEPHYJIAaCh TOJIBKO U3-3d KOPOJIEBCKOT'O YKa3a.

Crot JIun At He X0TeJla CKphIBaTh CBOIO MCTUHHYIO MMYHOCTh. OHA He coOupasnach XKUTb TPYCIIUBO,
KaK CyIpyT4 B IpaMax.

— YTto? [Toyemy st 06 3ToM He 3Han?! Cioit b3t XyH o6manyn Mensi? Cefiyac ke II030BUTE MUHUCTPA
Croii Bo aBopern!

WmnepaTtop OBLUT B SPOCTH, Y3HaB, 4TO MUHUCTP CIOH COJITan eMy, YTO €r0 J04Yb ITPOCTO PEIKO
BBEIXOJUT U3 IOMa.

— Bame BenmuuecTtBo. Eciiu 1 €CTh KTO-TO, KOT'0 BEI JOIXKHEI BUHUTH, TaK 3TO 1. Munuctp Crou
60siyiCcst, 4TO ecnid Bel OTMEHUTE KOPOJIEBCKUY yKa3, Hallla CTpaHa CTaHeT IocMeluiieM. [10aToMy y
Hero He OBIJI0 BEIOOpPA, KPOME KaK CKPHIBATh MOE MECTOHAX0XKIeHNEe, — OHA pelllniia, YTO HeT
Heo0X0mUMOCTH 00paIaThCsi K HEMY Kak K OTIIY.



IeBy1iKa He Oblla HaMepeHa momoraTh oTity Cioi JIuH Aii. Ho oHa TakxXKe He X0Tea OBITh IPUYUHOU
rubeny HeBUHHBIX JIIOMEH.

— Bamre BenuuecTBo, XOTS 51 ¥ KuUja B CEJIbCKOM MECTHOCTH, § CJIbIIIaa, YTO Bel 611aropomHbIi,
MUJIOCEPAHBIN ¥ TOCTEIIPUUMHEBIM ITPaBUTelb. [l0XKanylcTa, Ha 3TOT pa3 MPOCTUTE Hallly OmuoKy. 7
rOTOBa OTKA3aThCA OT TUTYJIa IIPUHLIECCH-KOHCOPTa, eC/Iu Ballle BeIMUeCTBO COUYTET, UTO I
He[0CTOMHA 9TOT0, — YBEPEHHO cKa3asna Ciou JIun Au.

Ona OBlsTa KOPOJIEBOM IpaMbl B CTapIel mKosie. Bo3MoXHO, OHa Maso 4To 3HaeT 00 ucrtopuu. Ho oHa
MIOTIBITAETCS NOOUTHCST PACIIONIOKEHUS ITPABUTES.

Hesnakomui Croit JInH Al 4eJIOBEK IONITOE BpeMs CMOTPEN IpsaMo Ha Hee. OH 37HUJICS Ha CBOIO MaTh
3a TO, YTO OHA OTHajla TaKylo YBepeHHYI0 B cebe ey ero BTOpoMy Oparty.

[Tpexne 4yeM uMIEepaTop yCIesa OTBETUTD e, pa3fascs riay0oKui XpUIIJIOBATHIN TOJI0C.

— Croii JIun Al - M0s1 3aKOHHAas KeHa. HUKTO He cMeeT oTpuniath ee TUTYI, — JIu Ykao roBopun
POBHO, HO C IpefynpeXaeHNeM.

— Pa3sBe Ee BenmnuecTBo He pa3y3Haja crepBa 00 ee mpoucxoxaeHuu? — mobasun JIu Yxkao 6e3
MaJIeHIIero ciaefa cTpaxa B rojoce.

— Baitre Benn4ecTBo, 9TO IeWCTBUTENLHO MOS BUHA. 41 He IpoBepHiia ee mpoiioe. Baiie
BenuuecTBo, mmoxKanyicTa, mpoctute Bamy MmnepaTpuily, — y ee BemuuecTBa He Ob110 BEIOOPA,
KpOMe KaK IPUTBOPUTHCS, YTO 3TO €€ BHUHA.

— XBaTuT. XBaTuT. [I0CKONIBKY B 9TOM BHHOBATH BCe, HaM 00JIbIlle HE HY>KHO 9TO 00CykKaaTh, —
MMIIEPATOP He X0Tesl, YT00HI 00 9TOM mpobieMe yCbIIamy B Apyrux ctpaHax, — Cioi JIun A¥,
TIOCKOJIBKY caM repiior Cy TOTOB IPUHATH Bac B KaueCcTBe CBOEM MPUHIIECCHI-KOHCOPTa, MHE 60Jblie
Hedero CKas3aTk.

Ha camowm mene, Ero BenuuectBo He cobupancs ornyckaTh Ciol JIun Ali. OHa niepBasi Jiefu,
COTJIaCHBIIIASCS BHIMTH 3aMyK 3a €ro ChiHa 6e3 Kakux-nubo KoneGaHu.

— Bame BenuuectBo, Brl feiicTBUTENBHO BeTUKOAYIIHEL. biarogapioo Bac munnuosn pa3, — Crou JIun
AV HU3KO NOKJIOHUJIACh UMIIEPATOPY.

— OT0 11030p, 4TO0 MUHUCTP CIOM 0TOCIAJ IPOYb TAKyI0 YMHYIO U TIOYTUTEJIBHYIO JIely, KakK Bel. 4
Hanmercs, Brl mo3abotuTeck 0 Yxkao.

VimnepaTop o4eHb 3a6oTuncs o JIu YkKao, TOCKOIBKY OH OBIJT CBIHOM €T0 CaMOU TI00MMOU KEHIITUHEL.



— JaBaiiTe YyCTPOUM MHUP, — PALOCTHO CKa3all UMIIepaTop.

Ho JIu Yxao oTkas3asncs.

— IIpomy npouenus, OTel-uMIIepaTop, HO Balll ChiH ¥ MPUHIIECCAa-KOHCOPT MOKUHYT Bac mepBrIMU.
Mzl cHOBa OKaxKeM BaM yBaxKeHue B APYTOX pas.

JIz Ykao He XOTeJ 0CTaBaThCsA BO ABOPIle CAUIIKOM momnro. Ciou JIuH Al ToXe clesana peBepaHC
nepep yxogoMm. O6epHYBIINCH, OHa yBHUe/Ia 0UeHb 3HAKOMOE JIHIIO.

"O Boxe! 4 crmio? Cso Yxkaub!" OHa Obla CIUIIIKOM ITOpaXkKeHa. ITO OB OH.

CroBa He MOTJIH CJIETETH C ee T'y@ XO0Ts OHa U IIOoCcelana ero KOHIEPTHI PaHbIlle, HO HE MOT'JIa
BCTPETUTHCA C HUM JIMIIOM K JIMITY, TaK KdK Onlna HeOoraTa U OOLIYHO IIOKYyIIaJla MeCTO IIOAaJIbIIe OT
CLEHBEI.

Ho ceiigac oHa cTOs1a, BEPOSITHO, BCETO B IIeCTU (pyTax. Ero BHEITHOCTL CHOBa IIOTPsACHa ee. [laxe
IJIMHHBIN ITapUK He MOT CKPHITh €T0 KpacuBoe Iullo. [Ipuyecka upeanbHO eMy IOOXOAMUIA.

JIr Ykao BHe3amHo ocTaHOBUIICA, 0TYyero Ciou JIuH Al HeMHOI'0 CIIOTKHYJIaCh ¥ Bpe3ajach eMy B
cruHy. JIu YKao OBICTPO CXBATHUII €€ 3a TOHKYIO TaJIHIo.

— WMnepaTpuiia Y, mpoBephTe 3TO KaK CliefyeT, — HaMePeHHO TPOMKO OOBSIBUII OH, YTOORI
MMIIepPaTPHUIa €T YCIbIIIaa.

EBHYX IIO/Iy4YUII OT HEr0 MaJIeHbKYIO TPAMNOUYKY. 3aTeM OH Pa3BEpHYJICA U yIlel], IepXKa ee B pyKax.
Ho Croit JIun A#i Bce elrle He 0TBOMMIIA OT HEro Ijias.

Ona moTepsma gap peuu u oneneHena. [laxe kKorga JIu YkKao moramum ee, OHa IIPOCTO IMO3BOIAIA
eMy. Ee KoneHU CJI0BHO TOTOBHI ObI/IM MTOAOTHYTHCS.

Ha gpyrom KoHIle 3ajia BCe, KTO YCJIBIIIAJ eT0 3asBleHre, IPSIMO-TakKu MoKpacHenu. OHY He MOTJIH
IIOBEPUTH, YTO repuor Cy MoxkeT ObITh TAKUM OECCTBITHBIM.

— Bropomy Gpaty, KaxkeTcs, HpaBUTCS HeBeCTKa, — JIu YKy MUH mepBhIil HapyIIUI MOTYaHUeE.

— 4 myman, 94TO eMy He HPaBSATCS KeHIUHLL. Ho 1M0X0xke, OH TOXKe UCIBITHIBAET BOXKEIEHNE K
KpaCHUBEIM [laMaM, — CapKaCTU4YHO cKalan JIu 113toHs U.

— 3Hayuur, [TepBriit OpaT IpU3HAET, YTO OHA KPACcUBA? — CIIOKOWHO crpocun JIu Yxu MuH.



JIu 1I3t0Hb Y TONTBKO CEPOUTO IIOCMOTPEN Ha CcBoero TpeTbero Opara.

"To 4TO OHa yzKe BHIIIIA 3aMyX 3a JIu Yxkao He uMeeT 3HaueHUs1. To, YTO eCTh Y HETO, [OIKHO OBIThH
1y MeHs" - 3100HO ITofiyMar OH.

JIu 1I3toub U Bcerpa momy4arn no0yio iefu, Kakyio 3axodeT. OH TaKXKe JTI00UI UTPaTh C XKEHIMHAMH.
OH cobuparncs 3amnony4uth Cioit JITun At BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTaJIO.
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