Benas koMHaTa morjoTuia MeHs neaukoM. OHO TAHYJIOCH 0eCKOHEYHO, CTepI/IHLHHﬁ XOJICT,
HpeprBaeMBIfI JINIIb ITPOCTBIM CTOJIOM, HAa KOTOPOM CTOsJIa OBIMAIIASACS YalllKa Yasd. Motz B3I
3allelInJICAd 3a CHHIOIO I"OJ'IOl"paCbI/I‘IeCKYIO IIaHeJIb, Ha €€ IIOBEPXHOCTHU Meplallkd CJI0OBa, KOTOPEIE,
Ka3aJIOCh, HpO6I/IBaJ'II/ICb CKBO3b TyMaH MOEro 3aMellaTeIbCTBa: «Thr yMep».

I poxb nmpobekana 110 MOEH CIIMHE, XOTS 51 He MOT BCIIOMHUTB X0JI0[ CMEPTHU. BocmoMuHaHus
YCKOJB3HYJIU OT MeHS, 0CTaBUB Iocyie cebs MyCTOTY TaM, The HOJIKHO ObLIO0 OBITH MO€ IIPOIIIIIOoe.
Moii B3rnsig yman Ha GUrypy, CUAEBIIYIO B YTy, OXKUIJIOTO MYyKUYKHY, OIETOT0 B IIPOCTYI0 Oeyio
MaHTHI0. OH CUMeN], CKPECTUB HOTH, ¥ ero B3TJIAA OB YCTPEMIEH HAa MEHS C TPEBOXKHOU
HaIPAKEHHOCTHIO.

He obpamas Ha Hero BHUMAHUS, s1 BEPHYJICS K MTaHeNH, SI0HCKAs MUCbMEHHOCTh OblJla MHOCTPAHHBIM
SI3BIKOM, KOTOPBIM HaMeKasl Ha XKU3Hb, KOTOPYIO S He MOT BCIIOMHHUTD. BBIT T 5T KOTA-TO STIOHIIEM?
«3JTO0 KaKasg-To [ypHas IIyTKa?» — CIIPOCHUJI g, ¥ MO T'0JIOC 3XOM pa3HeccCs B OTPOMHOM MyCTOTeE.

CrapuK 3aroBOPHUII, €Tro TOJI0C OBIT HEXKHBIM POKOTOM. «B0ot0ch, 4TO HeT, rocoguH Takakypa. Ber
ymepinu». OH cLesnas may3y, CJI0BHO OIleHUBas MO0 PeakIuio. « ¢ meTancs mpoBecTu Tebs yepes
TBOY BOCIIOMHUHAHWUS, YTOOBI 00JIeTYUTD mepexon. KaxeTcs, Th IPUHSIT 9TO».

«CMepThb», — MOBTOPHUII SI, CJIOBO TSI2KEJI0 3aCTPSIIIO ¥ MEHS Ha SI3hIKe. «OTO IPOU3OIIIIO PAHbIIIE, YeM
0XKHUMIaI0Ch. BO3M0OKHO, BMEIIaTETbCTBO B YyXKue [ejla KMeeT CBOM MOocIeacTBusi». CTpaHHOE
6eCIoKOMCTBO TIOCEIUIOCh BO MHE. Moe Tejo Ka3aJoCh HETPOHYTHIM, HO S OIIyIlas IPUCYTCTBUE
nyIu, nperdyromiei B 3ToM 6€710M IPOCTPAHCTBE. BEIIO ST 3TO TeM, YTO 3HAUUT OBITH MEPTBBIM?

— HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO, — IIOATBEPOUJI CTAPHUK, CJIIOBHO IIPOYUTAB MOU MBICJIH.

Mou rna3sa cy3unuch. — TBl TOJIBKO YTO IPOYUTAJI MOU MBICTIU?

OH YCMEeXHYJICSI CYXHM, LIyPIIalluM 3ByKOM. — B0I0Ch, 9TO MpHBHIYKA. M0sI HEOCTOPOXKHOCTh
npuBesna Te6s cioma. OH moYecars IeKy C COKPYIIeHHHM BEIPakKeHUEM JIHIIA.

— TwI rOBOpHIIIB, YTO MOSI CMEPTh — TBOS BUHA? [leTasny Hayaid BCTaBaTh Ha CBOM MeCTa. ITOT
CTapUK C eT0 MATKUM IIOBeleHNEM U TPEBOXKHOM 0CO3HAHHOCTLIO He OBbIJT OOBIYHBIM CyIeCTBOM. OH
611 60rOM, GUTYPOH IPSIMO U3 TeX PaHTACTUUYECKUX JIETKUX POMAHOB, KOTOPHIE 5T YUTAJl.

— [la, — npu3HanCcs OH, Clerka IOKJIOHUBIINUCE. « BBl HAampaBisaIiCh Ha LIEPEMOHUIO IIOCTYIITIEHUS B
Tokuickuii yHuBepcuteT». OH Ha4yal COUMHSATH pacCKa3 O MOUX IIOCJIEOHUX MUHYTaX, UCTOPUIO
CJIy4alHBIX BCTpeY U HelpeOBUIEeHHLIX Tpareauu. [loub MOTyIleCTBEeHHOU KOPIIOPAaLUH,
npecnengyeMas 6aHOUTaMU, CllaCeHHas He3HAKOMIIeM - MHOM. Moe BMellaTeIbCTBO
HellpefHaMepPEeHHO IPUBEJI0 K MOel KOHUYWHE, CMEPTEIbHOMY CIIOTEHIKAHUIO Ha KeJIe3HOJOPOXKHEIX
Iy TSX.

— Yux, — mpoLIenTast g, ¥ B MOEM T'0JI0Ce MTPO3ByYaso HeJoBepue. «4 yMmep oT unxanus?» Bo MHe
BCIIBIXHYJI THEB, KOTOPBIYA OBICTPO CMEHUJICS BOJTHOM YCTalIOTO CMUPEHUS.



Bor mpekJIoHUT KOJIEH!U IIepPefio MHOM, BEIpaXKeHue ero ulla OBUIO HalloJTHEHO packasHueM. « £
VICKpEHHEe coxaseio 00 9ToM. d IPUHOIIY CBOM U3BUHEHUS HEIIOCPELCTBEHHO BaM. To, YTO CHeaHo,
He MOXKeT ObITh 0TMeHeH0». OH OCTaHOBUJICS, €T0 B3TJIAN OBUI Cephe3HEIM. «BOT mouemy s mpuBen
Te0s1 crofa, B 9TO MPOCTPAHCTBO, BMECTO TOT0, YTOOHI II03BOJIUTH TBOEH AYILE IEPEUTH MPSMO B
3arpo0HyI0 KU3Hb».

Ero MCKpEeHHOCTh TPOHYJIa MEHS, U 5 IOYYBCTBOBAJa, 4YTO cMArdyaiochk. «Ilo KpaliHel Mepe, g
IIPUHKMAIO0 TBOU U3BUHEHUSI», — CKa3all s yxKe 00jiee CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM. «¢1 BCcerma Bepuil B pai,
Iaxke ecjy 9TO BCETo JIMINb IJIOM Halllero BooOpaxkeHus. M B am Toxke».

Ha ero nuiie mpomenbkHY0 obmeryenue. OH CHOBA MOKJIOHUJICS, ero 0ejlasi MaHTHUS Pa3BeBasach
BOKpPYT Hero. beyast KOMHaTa Temepb Ka3anach MeHee CTePUIIbHOM, HallOJTHEHHON OpeMeHeM Moel
CMEPTHOCTH ¥ HEOXKHUIAaHHOU m0OpOoTOH O0ra, KOTOPEIM IIPUBEJI MEHS CIOa, B 9TO CTPAHHOe
IIPOMEXKYTOUYHOE MECTO.

Tonoc cTapuKa, HEXKHBIN CKPEeXKeT B THUIIMHE, TPOPBAJICS CKBO3b OEHIMKY MOET0 3aMeIllaTeIbCTBa.
«Crmacu00», — CKa3aJl OH, ero rjasa, [peBHUE U MOHKMaloIlKe, OCTAaHOBUIMCH Ha MHe. « TBOS myIia
6onee mobpoxkesnaTesbHa, YeM Y OPYTUX, KOTOPHIX S IPUBOMUII CIOTA B MIPOIITIOM >,

HpO}KB Hp06e}Kana 1mo moel cuuHe. «Kak BB, BO3MOXKHO, JOTafaInuch, — IIPOAOJIZKHUII OH, B €T0
B3rJISAME IINIsicalia TeHb Becesbs, — I — bor umny, 1mo KpafIHefI Mepe, OOUH U3 HHUX. A CKIIOHSAI0Ch K
HUTAM XKHU3HU U CMEPTH, CYXKY OYIIHN II0 UX [eJIaM U HallpaBb KX K MECTY UX BEYHOTI'O IIOKOA - K palo
UK K agy».

OH cpenan maya3y, II03BOJIsisi CBOMM CJI0BaM 0CO3HATh ce0si. «HecuacTHbIe CTydau, ITOK0OHbIE
Balllei», CKa3asl OH, HeOMPeeIeHHO XKEeCTUKYIUPYS, «9aCTO IPUBOASIT Clofa AyIiu. B 3aBucuMocTu
OT UX KapMBI KM JAeTCsI BTOPO# IIIAaHC Ha JKU3Hb.

MeHs 3ax1€CTHYJIA BOJIHA MoHUMaHus. [leByimka CalipeHIXKY, BUIHAS GUIrypa B 001IeCTBE, ee
CMEPTE... BCe BCTAJI0 HA CBOM MECTa. — JTO MHOT0e 00bSICHSET, — MpoOOpMOTa s. «YYUTHIBAS ee
BIIUSTHUE, 5, MOMKHO OBITh, CAM HAKOIIUJI HeMajI0oe KOJIN4YeCTBO KapMbl. S ObI He CKa3asl, 4To s OBl
CBSTBIM, HO 51 3aHKMMaJl BakHOe T10JI0KEeHUe, TI0JIb30BaJICs O0raTCTBOM U CBSI3SIMU. [IpoCcTO 0O6UIHO
OCTaBJIAThL BCE 9TO MO3aAH».

Ha moewMm mnuiie IIPOMEJIEKHYIIA BCIIBIIIKA Y3HABAHUS. «Ms aTOM OEBYILIKH... KaXKETCA 3HAKOMBIM...»

CTapuk yCMexXHYJICS, HU3KUU T'yJI, KOTOPHIM, KAa3aloch, HallleJl OTKJIMK B CaMOM MO€eM CYILeCTBe.
«Barre Te10 yOUBUTETHEHO CBOOOTHO OT rpexa», — 3aMeTHUJI OH. «IIOCTYIUTE B OOWH U3 SJTUTHBIX
YHUBEPCUTETOB AMOHUY - HeMasbli mogBur». OH HaKJIOHUJICS BIIepe[, ero ria3a 0ecTeny noyYyTu
XUITHBIM JII000IEITCTBOM. «UTO KacaeTcsl pparMeHTUPOBaHHBEIX BOCTIOMUHAHUM, CMEPTh OKA3bIBaeT
OTPOMHYI0 Harpy3Ky Ha pa3yM, 3acCTaBJIsis ero 3alluiliaTh OnpenesieHHbe 001acTi. MOXKHO CKa3aTh,
3aIUTHBIM MeXaHu3M. f Mor Obl, KOHEYHO, UMIIAHTUPOBATh 3T BOCIIOMUHAHUS IIPSIMO B Ballly
OyIIy, HO 9TO GBIJI0 OB CPOMHU CHOBA YMepeTh. ['0TOBEI JTU BBl IIEPEKUTH TAKyI0 Cyap0y?»

Mens oxBaTusIa BOJIHA HEIIOBUHOBEHU. «Xa!» f ycMexHynach, BCTPETUB €ro B3rjaf IpsaMo. «Pa3se g



IIOX0ZXK Ha 4YeJIOBEKad, KOTOPOMY HPABUTCA YMHUPATH JIBa}KI[BI? AOGCOJIIOTHO HET!»

Ero Becenbe yCUIHUIIOCH, C TY0 COPBAJICS TUXUM CMEIIOK.
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