"Bel, 4TO BB CO MHOU cAenanu?" - ['onoc Mepanbasl OpozxKari, CMeIInBasiCh CO CTpaxoM, THEBOM U
3aMeIaTenbCTBOM, ITI0KA OHA HAKOHEIl He CMOTJIa JOCTATOYHO cOOpaThCs, YTOOB TOBOPUTH

Eé rimasa BCTPeTHINCH C Ila3aMi AfipHaHa, METasCh HAUTH XOTh KaKKe-TO MPU3HAKH YeJI0BeUHOCTH
B 9TOM 37I00HOM CYLIECTBE IIepef Hel

['y6r1 AnpuaHa M30THYIUCE B 37I0Belell yIEIOKe, U ero ria3a 651ecTeny 0T 3I0pPafHOTO BECETIbS

"Pa3Be 3T0 He 04EBUAHO?" - HacMexaJicsl AfpuaH, HaclaXgasiCh y2KacoM, KOTOPHIY OH BHYIIAJ e’

"OTa Llenb 03HAYaeT, YTO TENEPh Thl MOSI, Xa-Xa-xa OTHBIHE THI IPUHAAJIEXKHUIIb MHE, AYLIOU U TeJI0OM
TEl HE CMOXKEIIb OCJTyIIaThbCd MOUX IIPUKA30B UJIA BOJIN"

OtuassHue Mepasnbasl moOyauio eé K gercTeuio C MpUIMBOM HafleXasl OHa OpPOCHIIach K
IIPHU3PAYHBIM IIETSM, CBSI3HIBAIOIIUM €€ C BOlel AfjpraHa, €€ IaibIlbl APOXKalIi OT PEIIUMOCTH

OHa meITanack Pa3pyIIuTh 3Ty HEECTECTBEHHYIO CBSI3b, 0CBOOOMUTEHCS OT OKOB, I'PO3UBIIUX
10paboTUTh €€ CaMyl0 CYLTHOCTb

Ho cTouo eé manbiiaM KOCHYThCS 3TUX 3(QUPHBIX 3BEHBEB, KaK €€ IMPoH3usIa 00J1b, TOm00HOM
KOTOPOM OHa HUKOT[a He UCIILITHIBAJIa, HE B Telle, a IIy00Ko B Oylile

Aronust 00bsina €€ CyLecTBO, 1 OHa MHCTUHKTUBHO Kperye cxKaja PyKy Ha I'PYOH, IIHITAsICh
00/IeTYUTDb Ty MYKY, YTO UCXOIUJIA U3HYTPHU

"Jlydliile He CONPOTUBIAKCS, KEHINWHA," - Iponel AfpraH, ero rojoc UCTo4all CafuCTCKOe
yIOBOILCTBUE, KOTTIa OH C U3BPAIEHHBIM yIOBIIETBOPEHNEM Habmonan 3a e€ 6opbOoit "Yem GoJbile
TBHI COIIPOTUBIISIEIILCSI, TeM OoyibHee Tebe OymeT"

Meparnbma, TSXKEN0 ObIIIa, €€ TeJI0 COTPSICATU IPUCTYIH 60U, 0CO3HANA, YTO HETIOKOPHOCTb HOPOT0
oboiiméTcs Eé pemuMocTh, KOTHa-TO HEeYKIIOHHAs, Oblla TOBeleHa [0 mpefena

AnpuaH, BeUHBIM KYKJI0BOJ €€ My4eHHH, TI03BOJIUJI €l Ha MTHOBEHUE MepPefbIKA Mepanbaa TSIXKeo
[bIlIaa, IEITasCh BOCCTAHOBUTDL caMoobiiaianue, e€ nyx OblI ITOOUT, HO He CIIOMIIeH

[Tocrne TOro, 4TO Ka3aloCh BEYHOCTHIO CTpafaHuy, AfpraH HaKOHeI] 3afajl BOIIPOC, ero TOH Myralolle
CIIOKOMHBIM

"Temeps, KOTHa TH IIOHUMaeIlb CBOI0 CUTYAIlNI0, CKaXKU MHE CBOE UMS"

Mepanbaa Kojebanach BCETO Ha YKACHBIN, MyUYUTEIbHEIA MOMEHT, €€ CTOHBI Pa3phIBAIA THETYIIYIO



TuHy Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB HEIpeKpaliaoasics 60Jib 3acTaBUIa €€ 0TKa3aThCs OT YAaCTH CBOeH
UIeHTUYHOCTH

"M-epasnba," - MEIJIEHHO OTBETHUJIA OHA, €€ T'0JIOC HAIIPSIZKEH, YTO JaXke B CaMblii TEMHBIM YacC OHa
IeMIsgIach 3a UCKPY CBOEr0 HCTUHHOTO "5", KOTOPYI0O HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO IIOTACUTh

[Toka AgpuaH pa3MBIIUISAI Hal CUTyalllel, OH He MOT He 3aJaThCs BOIIPOCOM 0 Mepabfie U e€ ponu
B 60mbIII0N cXeMe Belleit E€ uMs HU pa3y He YIIOMUHAJIOCh B pOMaHe, KOTOPBIYA OH IIPOYUTAI,
OCTaBJISsI €r0 C BOIIPOCAMH O €€ CYIIeCTBOBAHUU

"Mepanbaa, a? TBOE UMs He YIIOMUHAJIOCH B poMaHe ViHTepecHO, He moruba ju TH, KOTha
npocHyncsa KaksaH," - 3agyM4YuBO IPOU3HEC AOpuaH BCITyX

Mepanbaa, Bcé emée B 6011 u nobexkaAEHHAs, eBa ylI0BUIa cioBa Afprada OHa IIPOCTO MOHUKIIA
TOJIOBOH, IoOexXnéHHad U Oe3HamexXHasd

Opuako ApnpuaH ObICTPO OTOPOCHUI CBOM MBICTIH, II0XKAB I1JIeYaMu

"Hy, MHe BCE paBHO," - 3asIBWI OH, BHOBb COCPEIOTOUYMBIINCH Ha HACYIITHOY 3aiadye

3aTeM OH CXBaTWII Mepabay 3a JIUI0, 3aCTAaBUB €€ MOMOPIIUTLCS OT 6ONTM, U 3aHai IMPSIMO BOIIPOC,
IIOCJIaB [IPOKb II0 €€ CIIUHE

"Tak ckaxXu MHe, TH CBSI3aHa C JIyHHHIM fiepeBoM?" ['oi0c AfpraHa Kamaj SI0BUTEIM TOHOM, SICHO
IaBas IOHSATH, YTO COIIPOTUBIIeHNE OeCII0Ie3H0

B mocnenHel MONBITKE 3alIUTUTh TalHY iepeBa, pa3yM MepaibIbl TUXOPagoyHO MBITAICs
IIPOTUBOCTOSATH paccupocaM AfipuaHa

Ho 1emu ¢ HeyMOIMMOM XBATKOM CXKa/K e€ CEepAIle U AYIIy, BEI3bIBAs HEBHIHOCUMYIO 00Jb, ¥ OHA
oco3Hasia 6e3HameKHOCTb CBOETO IIOJI0KEHUS

C mpoxamumu ry6aMu OHa HEOXOTHO OTBETHIIA:

"II-ma", MpUKyCcUB r'y0y OT pa304yapoBaHUS U TOPS

YnoBneTrBopeHue AnpuaHa OBIJIO SIBHO BUOHO Ha €ro Jivlle, ¥ 37100Has yael0Ka PacIoi3iack o ero
TIUITY

OH He 0CTaHOBUJICS Ha 9TOM, IIPOJO/IXKas JOMpallrBaTh: "Tak Thl 3HaEllb, IOe OHO HaxomuTcsa?" Ero
HEYMOJIUMEIE BOIIPOCH! 3aCTaBUIU Mepanbay 4yBCTBOBATEH Ce0st 6ECIIOMOIITHOM ¥ 3aTHAHHOM B YOI



Cnésn HaBEPHYJIUCE Ha I'JIa3a Mepaﬂbﬂbl, KOr'Ja OHa COepP2KuBajla SMOIIMH U, HAKOHEIl, COaJlaCh

"Ia," - mpu3HaNach OHa, €€ TOJIOC APOXKAJl OT TSIXKECTH e€ KanuTynsauuu OHa MOrja TOJIbKO
IIPeJCTaBUTh, KaKue yKach KOyT e€ OpaTa Xabaca, eCiii 3TO UyNOBUIIHOE BTOPXKEHUE HAUMET TO,
YTO OH HINIET

Hactpoenue Anpuana, Ka3ajioch, YIIYYIIXJIOCH, KOT'Ma OH HacCjlaXKOaJICsA CBOUM YCIIEXOM

"Xopo1mo, Xopo11o," - 37I0Belle XOXOTHYJI OH

"¢l 3HaJ, YTO IPaBUJIbHO CHEall, PEIINB OCTAaBUTh TeOs B XKUBHIX Y MeHS faxe eCTh O0OHYC B BUE
IyXa, XOTs Halll KOHTPAKT HEMHOTO OTJIMYaeTCs OT 00BIYHOTO, Xa-xa-xa" ETo Becenbe OT CUTyalluu
OBLIO JIeIEeHIIUM

C XeCTOKOU YXMBIJIKOU Ha nulle AgpraH OTAasl [IOCIeIHUN IIpUKa3

"Teneps, Beou MeHS K MeCTy, I'le HaXOOUTCA JIYHHOE [epeBo," - IpuKa3all OH, He ocTaBigasa Mepasbae
OPyroro BeIOOPa, KpoMe KaK IMOMUYMHUTHCS

[ToGexnéHHas U u3MydeHHasi, Mepanba He OKa3kBajla HUKAKOT'0 COIIPOTUBJIEHHSI, KOTa II0BeJa
ApnpuaHa riiy06Ke B JIec, €€ cepalle TSIKesno 0T OpeMeHHU e€ BrIOopa U 37I0Belleil CyAb0bl, 0KHOa0Ien
CBSIIIIEHHOE MePeBo, KOTOPOe OHA MOKJISIACh 3alUINATh

"Ou, moyemy THI TaK MHOTO Ijlayelb? He BOIHYyNCS, 1 He IPUUNHIO I€pPEeBy HUKAKOT0 Bpena," -
ycrnokousn Mepanbay AopuaH B TOHE, KOTOPBIM, Ka3al0Ch, OB UCKPEHHEe yTeluTeIbHEIM OgHaKo ero
CJI0Ba He CMOTJIM YHSATh €€ BHYTPEeHHIOI0 Oypio

Meparnmga moyyBCTBOBasIa cebsi B IIOJTHOW PACTEPSIHHOCTH AOpHaH TOJIBKO YTO Moo6eman He
IPUYMHSTH Bpeda CBAIIEHHOMY IepeBy IIPHU JIyHHOM CBETe, HO II0CJIE BCEeX pa3pyIIeHUH, KOTOPhIe OHA
Ha0Jofana, OHa He MOTJIa IIPOCTO MPUHSATH ero c10B0 CKENMTHUIM3M ¥ CTPax BCe ellle TPHI3JIHU ee
Cepale, 3acTaBiss ee 6pocaTh HEHABUASIIMI B3r/ISA] Ha YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM Pa3pyIIUII ee MUD

AnpuaH, He 3aTPOHYTHIN ee BpaxkaeOHOCThIO, TPOCTO T0KaJl IJiedaMy B OTBET Ha ee HeJloBepHe
Kaszanoch, OH IPUBBIK OBITH 3/I0€E€M B 9TOM ITIOBECTBOBAHUU

"OMU, oTIpaBh MeHS Tyma ObICTpee Y MeHs 0CTajlach TOJIBKO 3Ta HOYb B KAUYECTBE ONpaBHaHUS [JIS
IIPOIyCKa IIKOJIBL", - IpUKa3ajl AfpuaH, B ero rojioce 3Bydajia HOTKa CPOYHOCTHU

OH 3HaJ, 4YTO ero INChbMO-U3BUHEHNE NEeNCTBUTEILHO TOJILKO JIBA [HS, ¥ €CJIM OH He BEPHETCA B
O6H.Ie}KI/ITI/Ie OO PaCCBeTa, ero XOyT O0IBIITHe HEIIPUATHOCTHU CO IIKOJIbHBIMU BJIACTAMU

Kpome Toro0, OH He coo0uIuI Apur 0 CBOEM BHE3AITHOM 0THE3[Ie, 0COOEHHO C ero 6€CCMBICTIEHHBIM
OTIpaBHOaHWEM CeMeHHHIX [IelT



Ecnu ero APY3bs BOAPYT HAYHYT PaCCIIPaIlMBATh ApI/IIO 0 eT0 CUTyalliHt, 3TO MOXKET IIPUBECTHU K €Ille
OO0JIBIIHM OCJIOZKHEHHAM, OJHa TOJIBKO MEICJIb 00 9TOM BEI3LIBAET Y HEero rojioBHeie 6o

Mepanpga, HaxodsCh MOI KOHTPOJieM AfipriaHa, He MOT/Ia MPOTUBOCTOSTEL ero mpuka3am C
PelIUTEeNIbHOM PEIIUMOCTEIO0 OHA YCKOPHIIA MOJIET K IepeBy IIpU JIYHHOM CBeTe, ¥ AgpuaH IoCIenoBal
3a He’

VM noHagoOuiI0ch HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, YTOOBI 4OOPaThCS N0 MecTa Ha3HAaueHuUs I10CJie YCKOPeHus

“Tak BOT 9TO M €CTb AePeBO IIPHU JIYHHOM CBeTe, a? [[0/1KeH CKa3aTh, OHO BBITTISIOUAT IIOMCTUHE
BEJIMUYECTBEHHO", - 3aMeTuJ1 AfpuaH, He CBOA I'Jla3 € JepeBa Ha mepBbId B3TJISAA OHO Ka3aaoCh
OOBIYHBIM JIEPEBOM, HO UyeM OJIKe OHM K HeMY ITOAXOOuIH, TeM 0ojiee BeTMueCTBEHHEIM OHO
CTaHOBUJIOCH

Mepasnmga, HeCMOTPS Ha CBOM BHYTPEHHHUE TeP3aHUs, He MOTJIa He TOYYBCTBOBATh UCKPY
YOOBJIETBOPEHUS, KOTHa AfpraH IIOXBaJIuI IePeBo pHu JIyHHOM cBeTe OHa GBICTPO caMa cebst
OTpyrajia 3a TaK{e MBIC/IM, HAlIOMKUHAs cebe, YTO OH He GOJIbIlle, YeM MOHCTD B YEJI0BEYECKOH KOXKe

AnpuaH cHOBa 00paTH/I CBOE€ BHUMAaHUE Ha JIEPEBO, MOJI0KUB IIPABYI0 PYKY Ha CTBOJI, 0XKHUIas KaKOu-
TO peakIiuu BpeMs 1110 - CeKYHIBI TPEeBPATUIINCh B MUHYTHI, ¥ Yepe3 ISITh MUHYT BCe ellle He ObII0
HUKAKOU peakIInu

"Yro He Tak ¢ 3TUM AepeBoM? [ToueMy 0OHO He pearupyet?" - BEIpa3ul CBOIO 03alau€HHOCTh AlpuaH

3aTeM OH IOBEPHYJICS K Mepainme, oxupgast o0bsicHeHus "I1, Mepainma, 4To He TaK C 3TUM OepeBOM?
[ToueMy oHO He pearupyeT?"

Mepanma B3MOXHYJIa, B €e TOJI0Ce CIIBIIIAINCh HOTKYM pa3odyapoBanus "¢ He 3HA0, KaKyl0 PeaKIuio
TBI 0XKUIAJT, HO TIOJTyYUTh PEeaKIuIo OT JepeBa IpU JIYyHHOM CBeTe IoKa HeBOo3MOXHO OHO Bce elle
MoJjiomoe u ciuT Jaxe ecnu s Oyay psmoM, 4ToOb YCKOPUTD ero npolyxkueHue, Tebe Bce paBHO
TIOHAmOOSTCST MECSIIBI MU GOJIbIe", - OTBETHIIA OHA, HAlesCh YHSTh HeTepleHue AnpruaHa

"Yro? {d He MOTy X[aTh Tak A0Jro Kak e MHe TOrfa [OJIy4YUTh HOYHYI0 HAaKUOKy?" - C
pa3ppaxkeHueM IIpou3Hec AnpuaH, ero HeTepneHue pocio OH 3afyMUYUBO Pa3MBILUISAI IPO CeOs:

"HaBepHoe, mo3ToMy TpUCTaH MOIYYUI HAKUIKY TT03Ke, TaK YTO MOMIBITKA IOJYYUTD €€ TIEPBEIM
Onlna oOpeyeHa Ha IpoBai, ma?"

"W K yeMy Torfa OBIJIO BCE 3TO TSAXKEJIOe UCIIBITAaHNE, KOTOPOe S 30eCh MPOXOMU, 3X?" - OH C
pa3ppakeHueM B3[OXHYII

JTro6omeiTcTBO Mepasasl Ob1I0 BO30YKIEHO, KOT{Ia OHA YCJIBIIIaa, KaK OH YIIOMSHYJ HOUHYIO
HakuOKy "HouyHas Hakugka?" - 9XOM 0TO3BajaCh OHA, €e T0JI0C OBIJT ITOJIOH JTII0O0IBITCTBA U 3HAHUM 00



3TOM IIPEIMETe

"Ila, THI 3HAEIb, Te OHa? MoXKellb 1aTh ee MHe, HET, OTHal ee MHe", - C HeTepIeHueM noTpedoBar
Appuas, ero HafiexXja BCIIBIXHYJIa CHOBa

"¢l H4Yero He 3HaI0 00 3TOM HOYHON HAKHUOKE, O KOTOPOM TH TOBOPHUIIb, HO ¥ HAC €CTh KOJIJIEKIIUS
HAKUJOK, KOTOPBIE MBI COXPAHUJIU OT OXOTHUKOB U MCKaTeJel MPUKITIOYeHNH), KOTOPHIX YOUIH, KOrma
OHM CIMIIKOM 01M3KO0 mopmobpanuch K gepeBy", - 00bsacHUIa Mepaiaa, ee CMyIleH’e POCIIOo

"0, mokaxu MHe UX BCe", - C BOCTOPTOM BOCKIUKHYI AflpuaH, ele O60blle 3amyTaB Mepanny

[TockonpKy Mepasa He TOHMMAJIa, TouyeMy AOpuaH TaK 3aMHTEePeCcOBaH B HaKUKe, OHA He MOrJjia He
IOCMeSThCS IIPo cebst Hafl WpoHuei cutyauuu OHa He MOTJIa IIOCTUYh, YTO BECh 3TOT XaoC U
KPOBOTIPOJIUTHE ObITA Pafy MPOCTOM HAKUIKU

Vicmonb3yst CBOI0 BETPOBYIO Maruio, Mepajsma MOOHSa HAKUIKY, CIIpSITaHHBEIE BHYTPHU AepeBa M3
IIeHTpPa JepeBa UCXOOUIT CBETSIIUNCS IPO3PaYHbIM 3eJIeHbIM CBET, IPeXae YeM HaKUOKU Hadallu
BBIJIETATh BCET0 MOSIBUIIOCH BOCEMBb HAKUMIOK, HO AOpuaH cpa3y Ke y3Hal Ty, KOTOPYIO UCKall

"Hakupgka, yepHasi, Kak camMas TeMHas HOYb, U IIpeKpacHas, Kak camMasl TeMHas XXeM4yyKuHa", -
npobopMoTan AmpraH, BCIOMHUHAS ONMMCAaHNe HOYHOM HAaKUIKH U3 poMaHa Ha ero nuie pacisesna
IKUpPOKas yIbi0Ka, KOTa OH CXBATUII HOYHYIO HAaKUKY

3aTtem AfpuaH IOBEPHYJCS K Mepase ¥ BHPA3ui el CBOI0 6/1arogapHOCTh

"Cnacu0o0, Ha 3TOT pa3 3TO AeMCTBUTENIHHO IIpaBaa”, - clierka pacCMessicsi OH, 0OCTaBUB Mepaay Bce
ellle TTHITAIOIENCS OCMBICIIUTL CTPAHHBIN ITOBOPOT COOBITHH

"Ho cepbe3Ho, KTO ObI MOT TIOAYyMaTh, YTO UCTUHHOM HArpago#, KOTOpyi0 TpuCTaH MOMYYUIT OT
IepeBa, YeCTHO OTBETHUB Ha BCE €0 BOIPOCH, Obl/Ia MPOCTO HarpaOieHHas Bellb, COOpaHHas C
OXOTHUKOB M HCKaTeJlel MPUKITIOUeHUH", - pa3MBIIIIISI IPo cebss AopuaH

"Xa-xa-xa" - OH He MOT cfiepXkKaTh CEPAEYHOT0 CMeXa, Haxos aOCypOHOCTh CUTYaIluu HEBEPOSITHO
3abaBHOM
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