"C yeM Xke 5 00s13aH 3TUM MPUSITHLHIM BU3UTOM, 3eKel?" - IpefieCTHas 3eJIEHOBOIOCas XKEHIIUHA,
rpalro3H0 BOoCCeaawilas Ha OTPOMHOM JiepeBe, C TPEMEeTOM OKyTaHHas JIyHHBIM CUSHHUEM, CIIPOCHUIa
Ee BenuuecTBeHHBIE U3YMPYIHLIE TJIa3a OBIIN YCTPEMJIEHB Ha CBOEI'0 3HAKOMOT'O I'OCTSI, UX CUSTHUE
0TpazKaJjio 04apPOBHIBAIOIIYIO PAflOCTh HOUHOT'O Heba

B oTBET rocTh UL 3apHIYal, U3[aB arPeCCUBHEIM, TTOX0XKUHM Ha BOJTYUH, 3BYK, HECYIIUN I'PY3 CBOUX
TpeBor OH Ipoles Yepe3 OCBEleHHbIH JTYHOH JieC, BeIOMBIN MHCTUHKTOM HAUTU CBOETO JaBHETO
Apyra

3eKeJ1, yparaHHHIH BOJIK, C TIOPA3UTEJIbHON CUJION IPUCYTCTBOBAJ IOJ] CepeOpoM JIyHHOT0 cBeTa ETo
IIEePCTh Mepliaia, KaK JIYHHBIE JIyYH, @ eT0 IPO3PayHEIe JIa30PEBHIE TJ1a3a U3JIydaliid He TOJIBKO
HEYKPOTHMYI0 CBUPEIIOCTh, HO ¥ IJaPCTBEHHOE IOCTOMHCTBO, TOBOPSILEE O APEBHEH MyIPOCTH

Ceropgnst oH mpuien K Mepainbae, XpaHUTETBHUIE 3TOTO JIECHOTO IIapCTBa, 00ypeBaeMbIi
Cepbe3HBIMU 3a00TaMu O CBITOCTH UX JTIOOMMEIX BIIageHUH

“Tak 4TO0, TEI TOXKE 3TO 3aMEeTHJ, fa?" - 0TO3Bajach 3eJI€H0BONIOCass Mepaibia, BESIBIISASI CBOE OCTPOE
MTOHMMaHWEe 3TOM MPOoOIeMbI

3eKeJl 3aphlyall ellle TpoOMUe, CJIOBHO 3aaBasi Bonpoc: "Tak moueMy e Thl HUYEro He [fesaemn?"

"OcTaBb 3TOTO CYIIECTBa B IOKOE, 3€Kel," - C YMUPOTBOPEHHOU My[ApPOCThIO OTBeTUIa Mepanbaia
"XO0T$ 51 ¥ YyBCTBYIO 3JI0€ IIPHUCYTCTBHE 3a 3TUM, OHO ITI0OKa He MPeANpPUHSII0 HUKAKIX IMIPSIMBIX
OEeWCTBU MMPOTUB Jleca JTO ellle He HEeYTO, 0 YeM HaM clenyeT 0eCoKoOuThCs"

"Kak n30paHHBIE XPAHUTENIM 3TOTO BEJTMYECTBEHHOTO JIeca, Halll IOJIT - YCTPAHSTh YTPO3H], KOTOPHIE
MOTYT HapyIIUTh PAaBHOBECHE UM MPUYUHUTEL CEPhE3HbIe pa3pyLUIeHus," - BO3pa3ui 3eKel, ero
y0eXKIeHHOCTh HEeTOKoIe0nMa

Mepasnbga 0OTBEeTHIIA C TEPIENIUBLEIM IOHMMaHUEM: " He BUXKY, KaK TaKOe He3HAUUTEJIbHOE CYIIeCTBO
MOXKET IIPefCTaBIIATh YIPO3y AJjId 3TOro jeca"

"XO0Ts1 s ¥ YYBCTBYIO BEJIMKOE 3710, TasIIEeecs B er0 TEHH, ero IPUCYTCTBUE Celdac CIUIIKOM c1abo,
yTOOBI OIIPaBAATh KaKue-1ubo peluTenbHbe Mephl"

3exern 3dpbivall emle rpoMie, C HOTKaMU PAa309apPOBaHUSA B CBOEM POKOYYIIIEM OTBETE

"9TOro cymecTBa Hy2KHO YHUYTOXKUTh, Mepanbaa"

"X0T4 g ¥ BUJeNa TOr0 MaJjibuiKa JIMIIb MeJIbKOM U3Majld, MOU UHCTUHKTEL TBEPAAT, YTO €r0 HyKHO
YCTpPaHUTL HEMEJIEHHO"



"Tak ThI XO4elllb TPUYNHUTH Bpe[l HEBUHHOMY 0€3 IOCTaTOYHBIX 0Ka3aTeNIbCTB?" - BO3pa3uia
Meparnbaa, ee rojioc MPOHU3aH MyAPOCTHI0 BEKOB "OTOT MajIbYMK MOXKET OBITh BCETO JIUIIh
3a0Ty MM ITOKJIOHHUKOM 3JIBIX OYXOB"

Prik 3ekesna OB UCIIONHEH pa304yapoBaHus, KOTfa OH OTBETUIT: "Heyxkenu MHOTHE BeKa ITOKOS
OMpayHuIIi TBOM paccymok, Mepanbaa? WUnu TBOM 4yBCTBa MPUTYIIUIUCH C TeYeHUEM BpeMeHU? T
3Haelllb HaBEPHAKA, UTO 3TOT MaJIb4yUK - yIpo3a, HEeT, BejiuKada yrpo3a!l fd 4yBCTBYIO 3TO; MHE He
HY2KHBI JOKa3aTe/IbCTBa, KOrJa MOM MHCTUHKTHL yKe IIpenynpexkaaT MeHsd"

Mepanbaa GBIpKHYIIA, €€ YBEPEHHOCTh HemoKoieOuma "THl IT03BOJIAEIIh CBOUM UHCTUHKTAM
ynpaBnsaTh ToO0H, 3eken & gymarna, Thl 3BOIIOLMOHUPOBAJ, IepecTaB ObITh MPOCTO 3BEPEM, U CTal
Pa3yMHBIM CYIleCTBOM BupHo, 3Beph B Tebe Bce ellle XKuB, ga?"

"Yro THI CKa3ana?" - 3apblvaj 3eKes yrpoxarolle, ero aypa UCKpUjIach COepKUBaeMOu CUJIOHN,
3aCTaByIAsl caMy aTMOCcGepy COOporaThCs, KOrga OH BEICBOOOIMI CBOIO HAKOIIJIEHHYIO 9HEPTUI0

Mepanbia coxpaHsia CIIOKOMCTBHE, HO yOpasia BOJIOCH, YTOOH BeTep He 3amyTal ux O30pHOM 6i1eCcK
B ee IJIa3ax He Mc4Ye3, KOrha OHa HabJIoana 3a IeMOHCTPaIluel CUITHL 3eKena

Mepanbna BHOBB IIOCMOTPEJIA Ha 3ekerna, IIpeajarass KOMIIPOMHCC

"Tlouemy OBl HaM He cenaTh Tak, 3eken? d Oyoy MPUCTAIbHO CIEOUTH 3a MalIbulKOM, U €CJIH
o0HapyXy faxe Majeulnie qoKa3aTellbCTBa TOTO, YTO OH MOXKeT HaBPEOUTh Jiecy, 5 gaMm Tebe
pa3pelieHue yCTpaHUTh ero

Bornee Toro, 51 maxe npucoeauHIoch K Tebe Ho eciu HU4Yero He BCIIJIEIBET, THI OCTABHUIIL 3TOT BOIIPOC
B mmokoe 4YTo crkaxkemun?"

"[JOroBOPUJIUCE," - 3apblyall 3eKesl, Corallasch, K yIuBIeHU0 Mepasbabl

"XM? BrICTpO THI cornlacunics f mymara, Tel Oymelb criopuThk 6omnbile Kak CKy4HO," - 3aMeTuna 0Ha,
HafyBasl IIeKU C UTPUBOCTHIO

3eKe NMUIIb CIeTKa 3aphiyal B 0TBeT: "THl Bce paBHO Oy[elb Haflo MHOM CMeSThCS"

"K TOMy XKe, g MOIYy4YuJI TO, Yero X0Tell, a MOM UHCTUHKTHL HY pPa3y He IMOOBOOUIIA MEHS 3a COTHU JIeT
CylLIecTBOBaHUS"

3aTeM 3eKel OBUHYIICS BIepeq, TpubiuxKasch K iepeBy, Ha KOTOPOM OThbixanla Mepanbaa Ero
ITPOH3UTEIIbHEIE JTA30PEBHIE TIa3a MPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEINH Ha Hee, TI0JTHBIE MOJTYaIMBOT0 Pa3ayMbsi

"Ox, HeyxKeu TH coOKMpaeIbCst 37[eCh MoCaTh? f myMaia, Thl HeHaBUIOUIIL cTapuKa Xabaca," -



CIIPOCHUIIa Mepanbx[a, €€ I'0JIOC II0JIOH BeCEJIbAd

"Yto, 9TO IepeBo - Xabac?" - 03afaueHHO OTBETUIT 3eKen "4 mymarl, [0 ero ClenyIoIlero
IIepepoXKoeHus ele romo”

"Her, g TOXKe TakK OyMasa, HO, I0X0Xke, OH IIePePOOUICS paHbIlle 00BIYHOTO 4 celiyac Hax0XKyCh
PsIioM ¢ HUM, 4TOOBI OH OBICTPEE OKPEIl ¥ BOCCTAHOBUII TaMsTh," - MOsSICHUIa Mepasbaa

"BoT Kax," - coriacuics 3exkell

Xabac OBl He MPOCTO OOBIYHEIM JEPEBOM - OH OBII MYAPHIM U IPEBHUM CyliecTBOM, [IpeBoxomom OH
IpUHAafJIexkall K OQHOMY M3 CaMbIX PEJKUX BUOOB B UX MUPE

BmecTte ¢ Mepanmo, BeMUKUM OYXOM Jieca, ¥ 3eKejoM, BOIKOM OypH, 3TU Tpoe o0pa3oBaju
TPUYMBUPAT XpPaHUTEJIEH, OTBETCTBEHHBIX 3a 3alUTy U COXpaHEHUEe YylIeCHOU KPacOTHl U
eCTecTBeHHOr o 0ajaHca jieca

B oTnuuure oT Opyrux AByX xpaHutesnel, Xabac He MOT XKuTh O0jee cTa JIeT, Belb ero HOoJT OB B TOM,
YyTOOBI ITOKEPTBOBATh CBOEY JKM3HBIO, KOTMIa OH JOCTUTHET 3TOI'0 BO3pacTa

3T10 KEPTBOIIPUHOIIEHNE OnL10 crucial I IIOJOEP2KaHUs I1e€e49aTh Ha CyIIeCTBE HOYHM, H3BECTHOM KaK
KakimaH, KOTOPO€ ITIOKOUJIOCh B CaMOM CepAale JieCa

Kakimmas OBl CyIIeCcTBOM TaKOW CBUPENOCTH M Pa3pyLIUTENIbHON CHJIB, YTO IOTPe0O0BaIUCh UX
00beIMHEHHEBIE CUJIBI, @ TaKXkKe MTOMOIIb 3JTbGUNCKOT0 IIJIEMEHHU, JKUBYILETO B JIECY, U KOHEUHAS
kepTBa Xabaca, uTo6bl 3amevyatath ero OHU HE CMOTJIH I10-HACTOSAIEMY TOOeUTEL 3BEPS; UM JIUIIIb
yHasnoch ero cuepxkath, u60 Kakmran o6mafan yxkacamlei crioCo6HOCThIO K aflanTalluu

K cuacTtsio, Xabac o6mafan yHUKaIbHON CIIOCOOHOCTHIO K peMHKapHAlLlMK Yepe3 CBOU CEMeHa,
[IOCTEIIeHHO BOCCTAHABJIUBAs CBOU CUJIEL U BOCIIOMUHAHUS B TEUYEHHUE CBOEr0 CTOJIETHETO
JKU3HEHHOI'0 IIUKIa

W B KOHIle KOHIIOB OH MOOPOBOJILHO OTHABAJ CBOIO JKM3Hb, YTOORI MMOANEPKATh IeYaTh

9T0 OBII TPYCTHBIN ¥ YTOMUTEJIBHBIN JONT, 1 Mepanma, u 3ekes caenany Ol Bce, YTOOBI 3aHATH €T0
MecTo Ho Xabac, Kak cTapeduuii u MyIpelinuil cpeyu HUX, BCETIa HacTauBas Ha TOM, YTO eT0
OTBETCTBEHHOCTD - CeJIaTh 9TO ¥ 3aLIUTUTh CBOMX MJIQAIINX OpaThEB U CECTEp

XOTs OHM He OBIIIH CBSI3aHEI KPOBEIO, BEKa UX ley}KﬁbI CKPEIINIIA Y3bI, KOTOPHIE OBITIH Kpermyge JII00RIX
KPOBHEIX Y3 - Y3bI, U3BECTHBEIE KdK CEMbBA

3eken B3TJISIHYNI Ha Mepaiay, B ero Jla3ypHHIX IJla3aX MeJlbKHYIa HCKOpKa 030pCTBa, IIpexk/e 4eM OH
3ar0BOPHUIT:



- Tol omuOcst, Mepanma
- 410 TH UMeelIb B BUAY? - Clipocuiia Mepasnga, 3auHTpUroBaHHas

- ¢l He HEHaBUXKY €ro, S MPOCTO HaX0XKYy eTr0 Pa3gpazKaloliuM, - OTBETUN 3eKesl C KpUBOM YIIBIOKOI,
IIpexfe YeM 3aKPHITh I'Jla3a U PaCIOIOKUTLCS Y fepeBa, YTOOL OTHOXHYTh

Mepanna He MOI'Jla COEP2KaTh CMEIIKa B OTBET Ha €r0 CJIOBa

- Heyxkenu? - nporu3Hecsa OHa JIETKUM U UTPUBLIM TOHOM

"Thl MeNCTBUTENIBHO HE MOXKEIIh OBITh YeCTHHIM, Aa?" - yCMexHyack Mepaimia

- Tak oH yXe 4TO-HUOYOb CHETaN? - CIPOCUIT 3eKeJI, B €r0 I'0JIOCE CIIBIIIANIOCH HETEPIIEHNEe, KOTHa
YTPEHHUM CBET MTPOCAYUBAJICS CKBO3b JIEC

- Her, ecnu 4T0, m0X0XKe, OH IIPOCTO HUIIET YTO-TO, - OTBETUJIA Mepanna, €e U3YMPYAHEBIE I'lIa3a ObLIN
COCPenoTOYEeHEl Ha MOJIOOOM YEeJIOBEKE, KOTOprfI HCKaJl BCIO HOYb HAIIPOJIET

3eKen He MOT' He BEICKa3aTh CBOMX OIIACEHMI:
- Y THI He HAXOOUIIL 3TO MOIO3PUTETLHEIM ?
Mepanga TEX0 paccMesinach ¥ IMoKadasa I'OJIOBOM:

- Kak 3T0 MoxkeT OBITh ITOI03PUTENbHEIM? Cephe3Ho, TH fejlaelllb U3 MyXHu CJIOHA U3-3a TaKUX
MeJiouen

3eken pa3apaxkeHHO QRIPKHYI, SBHO PACCTPOEHHLIN OeCIIeYHOCThI0 Mepabl

Co BpeMeHeM Mepanpa coobmuna 3eKeny 0 CUTyaluu:
- O, noxoXe, OH 3aCHYII
- Yro? Kak 3T0 - 3acHY/N? - C T0O0IBITCTBOM CIIPOCHTT 3eKe

- UMeHHO Tak, KakK 5 ¥ CKa3aja, - OTBeTuIa Mepasma ¢ HOTKaMu Becelbs - OH BRIOWJICS U3 CHII,
IBITAsICh HAUTHU YTO-TO BCIO HOYb, U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB YCHYJI IIPSIMO Ha 3eMJie

3eKeJl He MOT cHepKaTh CBoel 03a004eHHOCTHU:

- Kak riymno c ero ctopossl Heyxenu gukve 3Bepu €ro He aTakyoT?

Mepanma npunogHsiaa 6poBb, Ha ee rybax urpaja UTPUBas yCMeIIKa:

- Pa3Be 3T0 He TO, 4ero T x0Ten? Heyxkenu T Temephb BOJHYELILCS 3@ 3TOT0 MOJIOAOT0 YeJI0BeKa?
3eken ObICTPO MOSICHUI:

-4ro? Het! { mpocTo nepexuBalo, 4YTO JUKHE 3BEPU MOT'YT CHECTh OTPABJIEHHOE MSICO, €CJIU C HUM



YTO-TO CIIYIUTCS
Mepasnpma paccMmesiziach B OTBET Ha CJI0Ba 3eKela

- [a, ma, - cka3ana OHa UTPUBO, HacllaXkasCh UX [lepenako, TI0Ka OHU IPOAoKany HabmonaTh 3a
cUTyanuen

BpemMs 1110, HO HUYETo IO03PUTEILHOTO He Ipoucxonusio OHU MpopoKany HabmogaTh, Kak
MOJIOZOM YeJIoBeK MUPHO craj Jlec Ka3aicsl CIOKOMHEIM U HETPOHYTHIM, YTO BECbMa yIOBJIETBOPUIIO
Mepanny

Korpa meHp KJIOHHUIICS K 3aKaTy, a COJIHIIE HAYaJi0 OMyCKAThCS K TOPU30HTY, MOJIOHOM YeJI0BEeK
HaKOHeI] Tpo0yauscs 0T cBoero cHa OH OTJISIHYJICS, TPOBEPUIT CBOIO CYMKY, @ 3aTeM HallpaBUJICS
royOxe B JieC

- Bupgus, s xe Te0Oe roBopuia, YTO HUYET0 He CIIyUUuTCs, - ¢ TpuyMdoM obpaTunack Mepanga K
3ekeny

Ho 3eken ocTaBancs HEIIPEKJIOHHBIM, €ETO HHCTHHKTEI BCE €eIlle OBLITH Ha BHICOTE

- Her, )Z[aBafI IIPpOOoJIZKaTh CIIEJUTh Mou UHCTUHKTEI BCe ellle KpHU4YaT, YTO MBI JOJIZKHEI HEMEJJIEHHO
YCTPAHUTH 3TOT'0 MAJIBYUIIKY

Mepanna yxe cobupanack BO3pa3uTh, KOTHa BOPYT 3eMJId 04 HUMHU e[iBa 3aMeTHO 3afipoxKaia, ¥ Ha
HUX OIIyCTUJIOCH THETYIlee faBlieHre JTOo ObUIO OIyIleHKe, CIUIIKOM XOPOIIO UM 3HaKOMOe -
npucyTcrBue 3Bepsa Houu, Kakiana

- Yro? Kak? ITouemy oH nmpoOyKpgaeTcs Tak BHe3anHo? Benb Xabac ellle He OCTUT CTa JIET! - TAHUKA
Mepanbl OblTa 0YEeBUAHA

[Tpexkme yeM OHa ycCIiejla OTpearupoBaTh Jasiblile, BOTYUHN BOM IIPOH3MUII J1eC, ¥ 9TO OB BOM I'HEBa U
CPOYHOCTH 3€KeJI PEIUTI B3SITh eJI0 B CBOM PYKHU U Y2Ke IIOMYAaJICSI K MeCTy, TTie HaXOOUJICS MOJIO[OU
YeJI0BeK, B COIIPOBOKAEHUY BOJIKOB, KOTOPHIX OH ITPU3Ball

- [Tomoxmu, 3eken! [laBali cHa4asa OIEHUM CUTyaluio! - 3aKpruyana Mepanma, HO ee OpaT OB yKe
CJIMILIKOM flajieKo, 4ToOH! ycbIaTh ee E€ 6ecrnokoiicTBo 3a 3ekena OblJI0 O4EBUNHBIM U
€CTeCTBeHHBIM, Be[lb OHO IIPUCYTCTBHE MOJIOOTO Yel0BeKa 0Ka3asioCh HOCTAaTOYHBIM, YTOORI
nIpoOyOUTh OTIaCHOTO 3BepS

"OH CNIUIIKOM OnaceH aJis 3ekena”, - mogyMana Mepasbia, YKpemsasach B CBOeM pelienuu He
pas3myMBIBasi OBaXKAbl, OHa B3MbIIa B HE0O, ee U3yMpyIHbIE BOJIOCH pa3BeBa/IMCh 3a Hel, Korya oHa
neTena, YTOOBI TOMOYb CBOEMY MMITyIbCUBHOMY OpaTy Ho, yxopsi, oHa He Moryia He OpPOCUTh
BCTPEBOKEHHHIH B3TJISA Ha3ajl, Ha JepeBo, roe Haxomuics Xabac



"TIpoctu, Xabac MbI BepHEMCS TT03XKe", - TPOIIIeNTala OHa IePEBY, €e CepAlle OTSIKees0 OT 3HAHUS,
4yT0 6€30MaCHOCTh UX CTAPIIEro GpaTa HaXOMUTCS MO YTPO30i

C HemoKkoe0MMOM PeIIMMOCThI0 Mepasbfja YCTPEMUIIACh K IIYHKTY Ha3HAuUeHUs, ee pa3yM ObIl
COCPefoTOYEH Ha 3afade - Tpo0yXKAeHNN HafBUTa0Ielcsl yIpo3kl, KoTopoii Ovin KakinaH, 3Bepb
Houu
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