«'epMHOHA, — CKa3all OH, — S BRITJIAXKY Tak, Oy[TO U3 MEHS BHICOCAJIM AYIIY. ITO HE TaK yXK U
IIJIOX0, HEe TaK JIN?»

«Her... He coBceM, — oTBeTuna oHa. — CHpPUyC, — OHa CTNIOTHYNa, — CUPHUYC, OHU AyMAIOT, YTO 3TO
TBL. THL... XpaHUTEJb TAWHEL.. BCE TyMAIOT, YTO 3TO ThI, TH JIy4IInii ApyT [IKeiiMca, HO... HO BCe He
Tak. THl 3acTaBul UxX BeIOpaTh [Iutepa. UmeanbHbIl 651ed, Kak TH 3TO Ha3Bal. Ho OH IIMHOH - OH UX
BBITAJT. THL... THI BRICTIEZKUBAJT [I€TTUTPIO U... ¥ OH IOTHSI KPUK, YTOOBI BCE YCIIBIIIAIM, YTO ThI OBII
XpaHUTEJIeM CeKpeTa. MUHHCTEPCTBO... THl Hallaja Ha Hero, OHK mocaguiay Te0s B A3kaOaH»

Cupnyc nobnepnnen. 'Ha CKOIbKO?' — CEPAUTO CIIpOCH OH. «Kak ckopo [1aM0Imop CKaXkeT UM
npasny? Kak ckopo onu mouMaroT YepBexBocTa? ['0BHIOK U IpenaTtens!» Ero spocTs HaNOJHATA €ro,
KaK KUIAIAas BoJa B XKUBOTE, PACIIPOCTPAHSIACh 10 €T0 YJieHaM ¥ 00KuTrajia ero u3HyTpu — OH
HUKOTa He 4yBCTBOBas cebs Tak: «Ilocne Bcero, uto [Ixkemc caemnan s Hero! JJecsiTh 4epTOBHIX
netT gpyxkObt! AToT mBynuKuM yomogok, 4 YEbIO ET'O!» Ero pyku gpozaiu, Korma oH riTy0oKo
B3MOXHYI. «4 He MoTy B 3T0 noBeputh! 'epmuona! Kak monro s Tam npo6sin? [ToxkanyiicTa, CKaxku
MHe, 4YTO 51 IIO¥Mar0 ero 3a 39TO, UJIA ITO caesaeT JIyHaTUuk».

«On ymep, Ho Cupuyc — JamOamop He 3HAeT — OH TOXKe AyMaeT, UTO Thl XpaHUTEIb cekpeTa. Y Te0s
He OymeT cynma. Tebsi IPOCTO TOCAASAT».

'Kak Hamonro?' - KpUKHYJ OH eil. «CKOJIbKO BpEMEHHU MPOHfeT, mpexkye yeM s yObio 3TOTo yOsIonKa ¢
KPBICUHOU MOPAOU?» [IUTep, THL 4EPTOB TPYC B OTUYAsIHUU nogyMan Cupuyc.

'Ha gBeHagmaTs jieT.'

['epMuOHa cKa3aja 3TO TakK TUXO, YTO OH efiBa YCJIBIIIAJ ee M3-3a IIyMa MalllWH Ha y/Iulle BHU3Y.
JIuno ee Ov110 G71€0HO, TTIa3a MKUPOKO PACKPHITH; OH BeJl ce0s KakK CyMacIIe[IIuy U 3HaJl 3TO, HO YTO-
TO BHYTPY HEro 060pBajioCk... XBOCT, €ro 1oxkaseny, IoOMornu eMy... [Ixkenmc yoepun Cupuyca naTh
eMy IIaHC, ¥ BOT 4yeM [Tutep ornmatun emy? Kak on mor?

«Cupuyc, — cKasasa oHa, — [[xkewMc u JIumu B 6e30macHOCTH. MBI coOupaeMcst 00eCIIeYuThb ux
0e30I1aCHOCTbD».

«3JTO HEe MeHsIeT TOTO0, YTO OH cpenasn!» Cupuyc 3aphda Ha Hee.

«4 3Haw, Cupuyc, HoO UMEHHO U3-3a 3TOr'0, — OHa yKa3aja Ha Hero, — 13-3a 9TOTr0 THeBa OHU
IyMaloT, 4TO 3TO ThL. THI COLIEN C yMa, KOTrfa y3HaJl, YTO OH CAesal, U 4a, Thl OUeHb CTapaelbCs ero
youth. Tebe Hy?KHO KOHTPOIUPOBaTh ceOs1. Thl HEe CMOXKeIIb TOMOYb [IKenMCy, ecnu TeOSI OCIensaeT
SIPOCTB>.

Cupuyc riy00oKo OBIIIa, ObITasiCh IOJABUTh OyPIIAIIyI0, OCTPYI0O HEHABUCTh, OXBaTUBILYIO €TO0.
Haxkomer, cxXaB KyJaK4 TakK CUJIbHO, YTO OH JyMaJl, UTO V HETO CJIOMAIOTCSI MaJIbIlbl, €My yIaloCh
CIIDOCHUTbH CIIOKOMHEIM T'0OJIOCOM, KOTOPHIN yAuUBUT ero: «Heyxkenu 51 comten ¢ yma?» OH 3HAJ, 4TO
MOKET CIIYYUTHCS C JIIOAbMU, €CIM OHU IIOJBEPTalOTCs BO3[EHCTBUIO IEMEHTOPOB B TeUEeHNE



OJIMTEJIbHOTI'O TIIeproda BPEMEHHU. «H IIO3TOMY A BRITTIAXKY TAaKUM paCTepHHHBIM?» OH He Mor
TOBOPHUTH O HHTepe, HHaYe CHOBA Haydaj OBl KPHU4YaTh.

«Trr yOeraerrs, Kak co6aka, BOT KaK TH BEIXKHMBAEIIb, I09TOMY Thl He 3TTUIILCS. Cy/si IO TOMY, YTO THI
HaM paccKasall, ThHl MHOTO BpeMeHH HaxXOOuiIcs B popMe aHMMara. B 9ToM CMEICIe HeMEeHTOPH He TaK
CHUJILHO Ha TeOs IOBIUIINY.

CupHyC CTOSIJI TaM, 3aCTHIB B yXKace OT ee CJIOB, IPOCTh KUIIeNIa 0 eT0 TIaTeIbHO
KOHTpONMupyeMeIM ¢acamoMm. OH 3aMeTHJI, UTO er0 CUTapeTa IoTroperna, pa3maBieHa B CKaToM
KyJlaKe, ero pyKa ¥ KHCTb OflepeBeHeIH, KOT/Ia OH MOMBITANCsS COPOCUTh OKYPOK C Kpasi 6alKoHa.

«X0PpOoII10, — CKa3ajl OH TeM 2Ke XOJIOTHLIM U CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM. — ¢ OTIPaBiIsSiOCh pa30bpaThes C
[TutepomM. 4 cBsixKyCh ¢ TO6OM, YTOOR HadaTh OPraHU3alNi0 9TOr0 KpecTpaxa». Y mpoien MUMO Hee
npexpe, yeM ['epMuoOHa oTpearuposara.

«Hert, Cupuyc!» oHa cxBaTuja ero 3a pyky. «Jlait MHe elle gecsaTh MUHYT. O6ela, Tl CMOXKeIb
youts [TeTTHurpio mo3xe. Ho ceiiyac oH HaMm HyxKeH. [ToxkanyiicTta! Tefe HyKHO TTOHSTh MO0 U[IEI0 -
naH - 6e3 Hero oH He cpaboTtaeT. Ecnu TH 0CTaHOBUIID €T0 ceidac, JIunu u [IKeiMc OKaxkyTCsS B
etre OoJbIIel oacHOCTU. TakKuM 00pa3oM, MBIl y3HaeM, KOrfia IIPOM30UeT aTaka».

Yept nobepu... oHa Obiyta mpaBa. OH 3Ha 9T0. OH BCe ellle X0TeJl YUTH U IPOKISCTh [1eTTUrpio oo
IIOJIyCMEPTHU - HO, TI0 ee CJI0BaM, TaK TOJIbKO cTajio Owl Xyxke mys Jlunu u [Ixetimca. U Iappu. OH
IUTIOXHYJICS Ha ArBaH. ETo pa3yM Bce ellle maTancs... XBOCT Ob mmuoHoM? OH youn JIlunu u
[xermca? [IxkelMca, IapHs, KOTOPHIY 3alUIlall €r0 BCIO XKU3HL? HeyauBUTEIIBHO, YTO €70
BHYTPEHHUM JKHUBOTHBIM OblIa KphIca. [IpeaTeIbCTBO PAHUIIO CUIbHEE, YeM MEBICIb 00 yOuicTBe
[xeriMca u JIUnu - 9TOTO ellle He MPOU3OIIIO0, U BPSL JIX Ka3ajloCh eMy peaibHbIM, HO XBOCT yXKe
IIIITAOHWI, TOOKPAIEIBAICH. ..

'Otnuuno. [0BOpHM» — CEPOUTO CKa3asl OH, CKPeCTUB PYKHU Ha TPYOU U TS Ha Hee.

«41 3Hat0, yTo BomaH-ge-mMopT OymeT oguH 1 OyOeT UOTHU II0 JOPOXKKe cafa [IoTTepoB B HOYb Ha
XennoyuH. 4 3Halo, e HaXOAATCS BCe KpecTpaxu. 4 3Halo, KakK UX YHUYTOXUTH>.

Cupuyc KOpOTKO KUBHYII. «THl y2Ke 9TO TOBOPHUIa».

«X3NNIOyNH — eIUHCTBEHHEBIN pa3, KOTha s MOry ObITh aOCONIIOTHO yBepeHa B MECTOHAX0KIEeHUN
Bomnan-me-mopra. Uto oH 6ymeT ogus. Ecnu IleTturpio He npepact [1oTTepos, g He 3HaI0, Ihe OymeT
Punnn. Hecmotps Ha 10, 9To y OpAeHa ecTh MIMINOHE, MEL He 3HaeM, OCTaHEeTCS I OH KOTrfa-HuOymb
onvH, He OKpyxkeHHBIU [loxupaTtensamu CmepTu. Ecnu [IuTep He cTaHeT XpaHUTEJIEM TalHEL, BCe
U3MEHUTCS, U MOXKET U3MEHUTHCS K XynmeMy». OHa BCTPETHUIIA €T0 B3I CBOUM COOCTBEHHBIM, U
Cupuyc crnerka CbeXuIICS Ha IUBAHHBIX IIOOYLIKaX. JTa XKEHIIVHA BEITIIAAe]Ia HEMHOIO
yCTpalIawlie: pykKu Ha OegpaX, OpoBYM HaxMypeHBl; YTO-TO HallOMUHAaO0 npodeccopa MakloHaramn B
TOM, KaK ee I'yOBl OBIM CXKaTHL.



«Pa3Be THI HE BUOMINIL?» OHA MPOMOIKUIIA: <Y MEHS €CTh ISITh MECSIIEB, UTOORI IMMOJTYyYUTb KPEeCTPaxKu
1 Pa300paThCsl C HUMU - €CJIM XOUelllb TOMOYb, 9TO OBIJI0 OBl OUEeHB IOJIE3HO. A ITOTOM S YCTPOIO
3acany Ha Pupmna B 'ompukoBoii JlomuHe u yObio ero. [appu BUeNn: paHHUM Be4epOM OH HUIET I10
nopore, Beayiueu K [TorrepaM. Bce, 4TO MHe HYXKHO CHeJIaTh, 3TO CIPATAThCA U XOPOLIO
IIPUIENTUTHCS, U OH OymeT MepTB». OHa 0CTaHOBUIACh, KaK Oy[TO 0XKuAas, II0Ka OH YIIOBUT CYTh.

«Ho ecmu ThI yobetb [TuTepa ceromHsi Be4epoM, MBI He Y3HaeM, Korfaa Punnnm HamageT u e OH
oynmet. JIunu u [I3Ke#Mc, BO3MOZKHO, BLIXKUBYT, HO Teppop BonaH-ge-MopTa mponokuTcs. Pa3se Th
He IMOHKMMaellh?» OHa CUJIbHO TKHYJIa eT0 B I'pyadb. «4 paboTana Haf 9TUM TPH I'ofa, C TeX IIop, Kak
lappu youn ero. f mpoBena CBOIO XKK3Hb, Habiofas, Kak MOY OPY3bs YMUPAIOT, TIOOBEPTai0TCs
IBITKaM U CXOJAT C YMa OT cTpaxa. Ecu MBI cfjeflaeM 3TO - eC/I¥ MBI OyieM CiefoBaTh IIJIaHy - BCE
3aKOHYHUTCA Yyepes IMSITh MecsleB. bomblile HUKAaKOTro cTpaxa. bombIille HUKaKuX MOTEPh».

Cupuyc MojT4as, 3aCThIB, KUISIIast IPOCTh, MEJIEHHO IOKKUABIIAs €T0, CMeHUIIACh YeM-TO
XOJIOOHBEIM M TBEPABIM - CTPAXOM, KaK OH ITOHAJI. He Tomvpko CTpPaxoM OT IIPHUHATHUA TAaKOI'O OTPOMHOT'O
BBI30BA ¥ TOT'0, YTO IIPOMU30MIET, €CNIH OH 0071a3KaeTCsI, HO ¥ CTPAXOM IIepe[] 9TOi BeIbMOii, KOTopast
CTOsIIa IIepef] HUM; OH He MOT BCIIOMHMTh, KOTTa B IIOCTIEOHUH pPa3 ero OTYUTHIBAIM MTOTOOHBIM
06pa3oM, 0COOEHHO 3a TO, Yer0 OH elre Jaxe He COBEePIIHII.

['epMuOHE TOKA3asI0Ch, YTO MPOIIUIK YacH, IIOKAa OHA CTOsIJIa ¥ CMOTpeJIa, KakK OH 00OyMBIBAET €10
CKa3aHHOe, ¥ XKMajla, ToKa OH mpuMeT perreHre. OHa He MOTJIa BUHUTh €T0 B XKeJaHUM YOUTh
[TeTTUrpIO - B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KPBICA 9TOT'0 3aCiyzKuBasa. Ho oHa 3Hasa, 4YTO 3TO eqUHCTBEHHBIH
crtoco0 OBITH aOCOJIOTHO YBEPEHHBIM, JTyUIIAY IIIaHC U30aBUTh MUP OT MEP3KOI'0 CYIIeCTBa, KOTOPEIM
ctaix Tom Pupmi.

Cupuyc IoIIeBenIICs; ero pyKa CKOJIb3HYJIa IOJI MU/IXKAK ¥ BRITAIIKIIA ITaJI0YKy. 'epMUOHa mocTana
CBOIO; OHa OBl OTJIyIIMIIA ero, ecyiu Ol MpUIInoch. Ho OH MPOCTO yKa3asl CBOe Ha IOYTH IIYCTYIO
GIATY U3-TIOJ OTHEBUCKHU, CTOSIBINYIO ITepe[l HUM Ha CTOJIe, ¥ YTO-TO mpoOopMoTas cebe moj HOC;
Gbnara Havaaa HAIOJMHATLECS caMa co60i. Korma oH CHOBa HAIIOJTHUIICS XKUIKOCThIO SHTAPHOTO 1IBETA,
OH B3JI €€ U cfean rioTok. OH OTJITHYJCS U MPOTSIHYT i QIsSXKKY, Ha ero JIuie 0TPa3uioch
yIOUBIIeHHE, KOTHa OH IOHSJI, YTO ee MTaJloYyKa yKa3kiBaeT Ha Hero.

ThI cepbe3H0?' — CIIPOCHUJTI OH, U30THYB OPOBb, ¥ Ha ero rybax 3aurpasa jierkas yXMblika. «4
HEHaBUXKY TOT (aKT, YTO MaJeHbKUY IpefaTesb 6eKUT Ha CBOOOMY, U MHE He HPaBUTCS, HACKOILKO
3T0 OyJeT PUCKOBAHHO - HO g He Oypak».

Ona omycTuya nanodky 4 B3sina y Hero ¢uary. OHa choenaia MaJleHbKHUY TTIOTOK U IIPOTSIHYTA €€
obpaTHO. OH mmoxJionasn AWBaH PSAAOM ¢ co00M U IPOTJIOTHUI ellle OOHY 340POBYI0 nopuuio. OHa cena u
CHOBa IoIy4yusa Qsry.

OHM cupeny Tak JOJIT0e BpeMs, IepefaBas HaUuTOK APYT aApyry, Cupuyc Kypuna OgHy CUTapeTy, a
IyCTy0 OYTBIIKY M3-TIO[ BUHA MCIIOIb30BaJ KaK MeneIbHUIy. HUKTO U3 HUX He TOBOPHIL; HaXke eCiu
OBl OHH OBITIU CIIOCOOHEL, YTO ORI OHU CKa3aau?
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