— Xy... — yBumes, 4To Ban Tao cormacucs, Jus FOUIMHE HAKOHEI-TO B3MOXHYJIA C 00Ier4eHHuEM.

Ona YXKe IIPUTr0TOBUJIACE K TOMY, YTO Bau Tao ee OTBEPIrHET, BEJb BUEPa OH JaXe He 3aX0TeJl
IIYCTUTH €€ B 1IOM, a OHa BCe€ €ellle TauJla B OAyIle JIErKy 061/111y.

Ban Tao oTkpsin ABepb u npoTAHyI [IuH KOUUKWHL DOCHIIKY 4yTh MEHbBILET0 pa3Mepa.
— HeBecTka, He TOMOXeIb MHE OTHECTH 3TO B IOM?

— KoneuHo! — B3sB nochiky, [IuH FOUIMHL TOYYBCTBOBAIA TSAKECTh B PyKax: OHa OblJla CIIUIIKOM
cnaba, cui mo4uTH He OBITIO.

Bau Tao mpoTsiHyN PYKY, YTOORI ITOAIepKaTh CBEPTOK, ¥ HECKOIHKO OECITOMOIITHO CKa3al:

— HeBecTKa, eciy 9TO CIUIIKOM MHOTO, S MOTY 3TO CHEJATh...

— Bce B mopspke, 5 CIipaBIiOCh!

OnHa HaKOHEI-TO HalllJIa TOBOA BOUTH B oM Ban Tao u He XOTela yIIycKaTh 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb.
— Xopotiio.

Bau Tao otnyctun ee u Habmoman 3a TeM, Kak [uH KOuiuHb, maTasich, 3aHOCUT HEOOJIBIIION CBEPTOK
B oM. OH OBICTPO OTHEC OCTaIbHbLIE BEIM B OM M 3aKPhINT IBEPD.

— Huuero cebe! — [Mun IOiinuns 3Hana, 4To ¥y Ban Tao MHOT0 3amacoB, HO BCe paBHO Onlna
nopaxkeHa, Korfia yBUfiesa 3TH Bellu.

— Ox, aTo0 mpocTo Oecrone3Hbie Bely... — B3goXHy 1 Bax Tao.

BoBIMHCTBO 3TUX IpeaMeToB Oblnu G6ecronie3HsiMu. [10-HACTOSIIEMY BaXKHBIX Belllei, TaKUX KaK
ena, ObIJI0 He TaK YK MHOT0. YTO KacaeTCs OPYXKHUSI, TO TOJTBKO 3TU TPYU CTAIbHBIX CTEPXKHS IIPOILIIH
IIPOBEPKY; HA JaHHBIA MOMEHT OHU HeHCTBUTEIILHO OBITM MaJIOMPUTOIHEI.

— ...KxM, Bau Tao, MoxeT, s momory Tebe HaBeCTH MOPSAHOK? Y TeOs CIUIIKOM rpsa3Ho! — [IuH
FO#nuHb MPOUTHOPHPOBaia XBacTOBCTBO Ban Tao u 3aHsmach yOOpKOM, IIOKa FOBOPUTIA.

— Koneuno, — Ban Tao He cTajl 0OTKa3bIBaThCA.

B ero gome meiCTBUTEIBHO LAPWII OECIOPSIOK. ITocmeqHre HECKOIBKO JHEHM OH TOJIBKO U [iefaj, YTO
eI, CIIaJI, 3aHUMAJICS CIIOPTOM MJIM CpazKaJics ¢ 30MOU, ¥ BpeMeHH Ha YOOPKY He 0CTaBaioCh.

Ceropus [un FOumnuns Oblsia ogeTa B oberaolee OeJioe IaaThe, IogYepKrBaloliee ee QUTypy,
BOJIOCHI OBITTH YOPaHHI B BEICOKYIO ITPUYECKY, OTKPHIBAS TOHKYIO M U3SIIHYIO 110, a IIJIaTUHOBOE
oxepeJibe TJIyOOKO YTOIAJo B IeKOJIbTE.

Bo3MozkHO, 3Has, 4TO 30MOU B KOPUIOPE HE YIPOKAIOT, OHA TAKXKe Hajlella mapy HeMpPaKTUYHBIX
KapaMeJIbHBEIX Ty(deb Ha BEICOKOM Kabnyke. B coueTanuu ¢ 4ylKaMu TeJIECHOTO I[BETA,
IPWIKANIINME K KOXe, OHU IIpUaBau e 0co0yi0 YyBCTBEHHOCTD U IIPUBJIEKATETbHOCTE.

Bau Tao Habmromas, Kak oHa IPUCefaeT Ha II0JI, JIOBKO paclpenessis MPefIMeTH 10 KaTeropusM, ’
HaKOHEIl 0TOPBAJI B3TJISAM OT €€ HOT.

[Tpu Bupe ymanstomerica ¢purypsl Bar Tao HanpsxerHoe Teno JuH IOWIWHE HEMHOTO



paccmabunocsk.

Ona yyBcTBOBasa Ha cebe Oe3ynmepxkHbIi B3ran Ban Tao u yxke Hayasa XKajeTk, YTO Tak
Hapspunack. Ecnu 661 Ban Tao moTepsisn KOHTPOIb Hafl CBOMMY XKUBOTHBIMU MHCTUHKTAMH... OHA OB
He CMOIJIa YCTOSITE.

B TOT MOMEHT OHa IoAyMasa, 9YTo pa3 YK MPOCUT O IIOMOIIHX, TO JOIKHAa XOTS OBl BRITIALETh YUCTOU
U OIIPSITHOM, a He HEePSILUIUBOU U HEYX0XKEHHOU.

K cuactsio, Ban Tao nuinbs HEMHOTO ITOHAOIONAT 3a Hel, a 3aTeM yiiej, He CaeJjiaB HU OOQHOTO

HEyMEeCTHOI'O JBUXKEHNI.

«Kak st Morna comHeBaThCs B Ban Tao? Ecnu Ovl He 0OH, g 661 yMepJia ¢ ronony. OH XOpoIui
4eJIOBeK!»

B BanHOM BaH Tao cHsJ ¢ ce0s cHapsizKeHHe U aKKypPaTHO OTJIOKHUJI B CTOPOHY KHUTH, KOTOPBIe ObLIIN
HEO0OXOIUMBI [JIs1 BEIXKMBAHUS U HE MOTJIM HAMOKHYTh.

3aTeM OH CHSJI IIJIalll, “CIIaYKaHHBINM KPOBBIO 30MOH, ¥ OTHEILHO BHIMBIIT €T0 BOoi. ITpormosockas
IaJIbTO, OH CHSIJI C ceGs OCTaNIbHYI0 OfIeKIy U MTOCTUPAJI €€ B MAIIIMHKE.

[TpuHMMas BaHHY, OH ITOCMOTPEN Ha CHUHSK Ha ITPABOM PYKe ¥ HaXMYPHUJICS.
ViMeHHO 31ech OH OblJI paHeH CeromHs: 30M0u oTOun y Hero 5 emunuiy XI1.

IIo aToro Bo BpeMs 60s1 u cO0pa Mycopa OH He YyBCTBOBaJ 6oiu. Ho Temeps, KOrma OH IIPUKACAJICS K
ropsiuei BoIe WM Maxke CJIerKa KacaJiCs 3TOr0 MecTa, ero MpoH3asna 00llb, ¥ OH Havall fyMaTh, He
TIOBPEMUJI JIX OH KOCTb.

Bau Tao mopmymari, 4TO ero BCEro JIUIIh yaapua 30M0u, He IPUYUHUB HU PaHbI, HU CEPbe3HOM 007y,
TakK Imo4eMy xke oH nmotepsii 5 XI1? B KoHIle KOHIIOB, ero obiee KonudecTBo XII efiBa IpeBHIIIAI0
coTHI0. He 03Ha4aeT 11 3TO, YTO ellle HECKOIBKO MOLIeYNH OT 30MOU MOTYT YOUTH €ro?

9T0 Ka3ajoch eMy HEMHOT'O HEPa3yMHBIM.

Ho Temneps 0Ka3anock, 4YTO 3TO BOBCE HE HEPA3yMHO, a OUeHb fJaxe pa3yMHO. Bce memno B TOM, 4TO
CYILIECTBYET IIpefiesl YeI0BeYeCKOM BHIHOCTMBOCTH K GO,

He ¢akT, 4T0 BE yMpeTe TOIBKO OT 00e3riaBlyuBaHus WU yoapa HOXKOM B cepale. [lake HEKOTOPHIX
IIOBEPXHOCTHHIX YIAPOB MOXKET OBITH IOCTATOYHO, YTOOH YOUTD YeJloBeKa OT OJHOM TOJILKO OOJIH.

Cunsxk Ha Tene Ban Tao, KOHeUHO, He OBIJT CMePTEILHEIM, HO €CJIA OBl OH MOJTY4YuII OOJIbIIe TTOJ0OHBIX
TIOBPEXEHNH, aXke [0 KOCTH, TO MoT Obl yMepeTs 0T 6omu. [ToaTomy noteps 5 XI1 Obisia BIIOJIHE
OIIpaBIaHHOMU.

Ota nosocka XII He mpocTo oTobpaxana KonudecTBO XI1, Kak B HEKOTOPHIX UTPaxX, HO U COCTOSTHUE
3IOPOBbA.

9To0 TakxKe 00bsICHSANO, moueMy mnojyiocka XII [Tun FOimuub ObII0 Ha ypoBHe uucia "15".

Xots Ha JuH KOHUKWHE HUKTO He HaIajasl, ee 3M0POBhe IPOI0JIKAJIO MadaTh MO BO3NEHCTBHEM



ronopa 4 cTpaxa. be3 moMoIu oHa MOrjla yMepeTh OT TOJIofa Uiy CTpaxa...

[Tocne BanHH Ban Tao Hafen OiuMHHBIE IITAaHE U MalKy, 00HaXXUB pyKu. CUHSK ObIJT 6071€3HEHHBIM
Ha OIIyIb, ¥ XOTSI OH MOT TePIIeTh, HO He BUOEJ He0OXOOUMOCTH MYUUTh Ce05I.

Iun O#unMEL, Hafgo cKa3aTh, ObLIa MOBOILHO CIIOCOOHO.

3a 1o BpeMs, IToKa Ban Tao npuHUMa BaHHY, OHa yCIiejla pacCCOPTUPOBaTh MHOXKECTBO Bellled. Bce
OBLIIO aKKYpPaTHO pa3ioKeHOo 10 MecTaM, COo37iaBasi YIOTHYI0 00CTaHOBKY.

— HOiiuuHs, He cmemy youpaThCsi, OTOOXHU, — CKa3ana Bau Tao.

— A? Her, HerT, BCce B IIOpsOKe, IPOCTO Jau MHe MUHYTKY! — [IuH HKOUIuHb IOAHSIa TOJIOBY U,
yBUMIEB MyCKynucTyio ¢purypy Ban Tao u ero HEMHOT0 He3HAKOMOe, HO KpaCHBOe JIUII0, OBICTPO
OIIyCTHJIa TOJIOBY.

Bckope Bce Beliu ObUIM PaCCOPTUPOBAHE IT0 KaTEropusiM. Belieit OBIJI0 He TaK YK MHOTO, ¥ He OBITIO0
He0OXOOUMOCTH CJIMIIKOM TIIATEIbHO PacIpenesisaTh UX [0 KaTeTOPUsIM.

Bau Tao coxpaHUII 9TU IPEeAMETHI, PEIIUB, YTO BEIOPAChIBATh UX HE CTOUT. A BOT IPUTOASTCS OHU UJIH
HET — 3TO yXKe Opyrasi HCTOPus.

Horu Oun HO#uHe HEMHOTO 00JIeNIN 0T CUAEHMS Ha KOPTOYKaX; KOrma OHA IMPUT'0TOBUIACH BCTATh,
mepeq Iria3aMy BHE3aIllHO BO3HUKIIA BOJTHA ThMEL, U €€ TeJI0 Hauajlo HeyAEepKUMO 3aBajluBaThCs
Ha3zaf.

Bau Tao, OBICTPEIM KaK MOJIHUS, TIOMMas pyKou Tanuio OuH KOHIuHS.

— IOuuuHsb, TH B IOpsAOKe?

Ee nmumo Ov1710 0yeHb OJI€OHBIM, a Haf TOJIOBOM IMOSIBHUIIACE CI0Ba «moTepst XII». [-5]
[10/100]

Boxe mpaBhIl, TOMBKO HaBesa MOPSOOK, a yxKe Tepset XII?

"A pa3y Hee Tak Masno XII, pa3Be He 3aKOHYUTCS UT'Pa OT OTHOM MOIIEYnHH", — nomyMmarn Bau Tao co
3JI00HBIM BECEJILEM.

— 4B IMOopsAgKe... MO2XKET, TOJIBKO CJIETKaA IIJIOXO0BATO...

Hewmsoro npupns B ce0s B 00bpsaTusix Ban Tao, Jun KOuuHb ORICTPO BEICBOOOANUIACE M CMYILIEHHO
yOpasa BOJIOCHL 3a yX0, ee O1eHOe JIUIIO0 CJIerKa MMOKPacHEeTo.

— XwMm? Thl paHeH? — HO KOT'[la OHA yBUIeJla CUHSK Ha pyke Ban Tao, To ucmycTuia B3OX,
VHCTAHKTUABHO OTCTYIIUB Ha3ap.

— ,'[[a, — Ban Tao KUBHYII TOJIOBOM, HE CTaB YTOYHSATH, BEOb TPDABMaA — 3TO HE IIOBOMO OJIsA
XBaCTOBCTBa.

Iun HOnuues cHavana nogyMana, 4yTo Ban Tao, BO3M0xkHO, 3apa3uics. OgHAKO, YBULEB, YTO 3TO
BCETO JIMIIb CHHSK, a He paHa, u 4To BaH Tao BroiHe CIIOKOEH, OHA B3[IOXHYJIAa C 00JIerYeHreEM.



HO‘-IYBCTBOBBB, YTO ee IIar Ha3a[ OBII HGYMGCTHOfI peaKuHefI, Iun KO#UIMHL MOCIIENIHO IIardyiia
BIIepen u B3sdJiad Banu Tao 3a PYKY, HEXKHO IIOTJIa2KWBAd MBIIIIEL BO3JI€e CHHAKA, TUXO0 CKa3ajla:

— Y MeHS$ eCTh OMEBIT JIeYeHUI CUHSIKOB U TPaBM...
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