«Yx 1HI, [TatiMmoH! Trl MeMCTBUTENBHO 9TO 3Haelb! Y TH CcKa3ajl, YTO He 3Haelh O0EBHEIX UCKYCCTB!?»
IMammon: «——I1»

U croBa [TaiiMOH — MOJIOOOM ITapeHb U MHOT'O 3HaeT!

Jla3ypHas 3Be3pa.

Kak xuBas mjaHeTa, OHa 3aHMMAET II0OCPEeICTBEHHOE M0JI0KEeHWe CPedy 3Be3]] U He MOJIb3yeTCs
0C000# U3BECTHOCTLIO.

Ilo onpenmeneHHOr0 rofja TaJlaHT/IMBhIM yueHbIN U3 JIa3ypHOU 3Be3[bl CHUCKAJ OO0JBIIYIO Cl1aBy Ha
3Be3IHOM Hebe.

Hwms atoro yueHnoro — Yepnas bawns.

B 9TOT eHb Ha KOCMUYECKOM cTaHIuu «YepHas OallHsI» Ha CUHXPOHHOU opOuTe Jla3ypHOU 3BE3MH,
Ha paboyeM CTOJie HayaJbHUKa CTAHIUY B TJIABHOM MOAYJIe YIpaBleHus, CTa, Y KOTOPOU pegKo
BBIZIaBaJIOCh CBOOOMHOE BpeMsl, 3aHNMasach CBOUM JIFOOMMBIM 3aHSATHEM.

«['pynna HabmioneHus BhHI3KIBAET Teneckon Hyamns-MiMaHa B oTceke o0opymoBaHust Ne 2,
yCTaHaB/IMBaeET ero Ha yBenudeHue B 100 acTpoHOMUYECKUX eOUHUI] ¥ HAOIIOMaeT 3a «SIApoM
IIpe3Be3THOr0 00maka» BIEpemu».

«[Tpu BKITIOYEHUY CUCTEMbI KOMIIEHCAI[MH CKOPOCTHU CBETa 0C000€ BHUMaHUE CIIefyeT yAesiTh
TJIOTHOCTH 4YacTtuil. Kak TonbKo 6yneT oOHapyKeHa CBEPXIIOTHAS CTPYKTYPa, HEME[JIEHHO
HayMHalUTe PerUCTPUPOBATh IIPOIECC [eJIEHUS «3Be3THOr0 IMOPHOHa».

Cuns Ha CBOeM MecTe, JCTa JiepXkKaJlla B pyKe JalKy Kode 1 pagocTHO HamneBana. Bckope mocme
atoro 3D-mpoekuroHHOE 060pyIOBaHuUE MTepey] Hel MoKa3ano u3o0paxkeHre IPKOM TYMaHHOCTH,
POXAawIler 3Be3MbL.

[TpekpacHbIe T1a3a AeBYIIKY ObLIX MOJIHLL pagocTu. [[71g Hee He OBIII0 HUYEro pajoCTHEE, YeM
CMOTPETDH Ha 3BE3[HL.

OcTa, morpyKeHHas B HabOII0leHNe 3a 3Be3laMy, He 3aMETHJIa, YTO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT I103aiu Hee
OsIBUIIaCh GUTypa, KOTOpPasi HEYacTo IMOSIBISIACh B TJIaBHOM KabuWHe yIpaBiIeHus.

«KaxeTtcsi, y Te0s1 XopoIiee HaCTPOEHUE».
IIaX! n

BHe3anHbIM rojoc XeUTH Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeMs YOUBUII DCTy, X OHA BCTajla CO CTysa. dcTa
TIOCMOTpeJia Ha IeBOUKY-KYKOJIKY PSIIOM C co60i, KOTopas Oblla Ha I'0JIOBY HUXKE ee caMoH,
HaKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBY U cripocuyia: «XelTa, B 4eM [esio?»

ITocne IIay3Hl BEIPAKEHHWE €€ JINId BHE3aITHO H3MEHHUJIOCE: «MoxeT 1 OBITh, YTO BaIll CYET OB
3aMOpPOXKeH KOMIaHUEH, IIOCKOJIBKY CUET HE OBLI OIJTAYEH?»

OpHaxpbl r-ka Toma, B3BeCTHasl BLICOKOIOCTaB/IeHHAs COTPYOHUIA OTHesla CTPaTeruyecKux
nHBecTuIMY KomnaHuu Interstellar Peace Company u pyKOBOOUTEB CIIEI[AaIbHOM T'PYIIIHL IT0
IUKEeTUPOBAHUIO [IOJITOB, JTMYHO CTYIIHJIA Ha KOCMUYECKYI0 CTaHIMI0 «HepHas OalrHs», YTOOk
B3LICKATh C HEE [OJITH.



3cTa OO0 CHUX IIOp IIOMHHT, KakK CIIOKOMHO BEITJIAOE]I B TO BpEMS qepHBIfI BaliHs, HO Ha caMOM fene
€r0 HOTH ORI HaCTOJIBKO 6BICTpI:>IMI/I, YTO OH HCYEe3 B MTHOBEHHE OKa.

Cuert YepHoit BalrHu, eCTECTBEHHO, SIBITETCS aCTPOHOMUYECKOH (PO [yt 0ObIYHBIX JTIOfeH, HO
9TO HUYTO JJIs1 DCTHI, KOTOpPAs CYUTAET «3BE3HbIN Pa3pyLUIUTENb» UT'PYIIKON [JIsT UHTEPHET-
MarasuHOB.

BoraTas XeHIMHa HeOPeKHO focTana 6aHKOBCKYI0 KapTy u 6pocuna ee Tomme. , HeGpexkKHO CKa3aB:
«[TpocTo 3amIaTu, 3TO BCETO UL HeOOIbIIas CyMMa», YCIIEIIHO 3aCTaBUIa I-XKy...

Toma, KOTOpPY!0 MHOTHE B KOMIIQHUY Halyraju U 3aCTaBUIU OTCTYIUTh, UJIH, BepHEee CKa3aTh, OHa
yllJla Ha IEHCHUI0 II0CTIe ycuexa?

XeuTa, 04EBUHO, TOXKE BCIIOMHUIIA 3TOT HHIUAEHT, KOTOPHIM €€ HECKOJIbKO CMYyTHIL.
HekoHTponupyeMas ynibiOKa JCTH IUIIUTIA Japa peuu Mucc Xeity u3 Knyba reHues, kKoTopas Oblyia
oflepKUMa UCCIIeIOBaHUSIMU.

CHauaJsla OHa IPHUILYPUIIaCh U OTJISAfEsIach 10 CTOPOHAM, 3aCTaBUB UCCIIEf0BaTeIed KOCMAYECKOU
CTaHIIMH, KOTOPHIM ObIJIO TI0OOMBITHO IIOCTYIIaTh €€ Pa3roBOP C OCTOM, MOT4a OTBEPHYTHCS, a 3aTeM
npobopMmoTana: «<Het~ma~!»

3akaTuB rias3a, XenTa BHe3aITHO CMEHUIT TOH, CJIOBHO GBIJT TOTOB K XOPOIIEMY ITpencTaBIeHuio: «Ho
Ou1st Te0st 9TO [OMKHO OBITH XOPOIIIO».

acTa: «——"?»

«IIpuroroBbTecht». YepHasa baliusa HaMepeHHO chenana 37ecCh nay3y 4, YAOBJIEeTBOPUB alllleTUT JCTHI,
IIPOM3HEeCsIa BTOPYIO IIOJIOBUHY IpeanoxkeHus: «[IycTh KocMUUYecKasl CTaHIUA OTIIPABUTCS K
BeccmeptHOMy Kopabiio JIyody».

«Porno, nomno, nody!!»
['ma3a 9CTH MTHOBEHHO BCIIBIXHYJIU SIpYe OTHEeM KOCMUYEeCKOU CTaHILIUY.

«Thl paga, 9YTO CHOBa MOXKeIllb YBUIETh CBOI0 MaJIeHbKYIO BO3JIOOIEHHYI0, IT0 KOTOPOU TaK
cKydaeb? Trl paga? Tebe He TEPIUTCS MOANPHITHYTH? X0Uelllb, 1 YCTAaHOBIIIO Ha TBOU TyhIu
YCTPOMCTBO AJIsl BRIOpOCa C 3JIEKTPOIIPUBOZOM?»

«I'me, roe-!»

XelTa Ipa3Hun ICTy, ¥ OHa cTana OeCIIOKOMHOM, ee BEICOKKE KabJIyKyu TPOMKO CTy4dasu 110 MOy
KOCMHUYECKOU CTaHIHUH.

XenTa yCMEXHYJICS.
[Tyx! [IBynuyHas XKeHIuHa!

CKOJIbKO XOPOIIUX Belllei Bhl MCIIOIb30BaJIU, UCIIOIb3Ysl CBOU CBSI3U, YTOOE IOMOYb 3TOMY MApHIO
IIOJIy4YUTh A5 KaBanepuu Jlo OyoHa?

Ecnu Gbl KOMIIaHUS He OblJTa CTOJIb CTPOTOM, THI, JKEHIIMHA, Mpuopasa Okl K pyKaM BCe CTPOUTEJIbHEIE
MaTepuaskbl, OTIPaBlIeHHEIe KOMIaHueN «XpaHuTeno» 3se3gHoMmy bory Kpumepy, u xotena Obt
3abpatb cebe 10% u oTmpaBuTh UX B JIyody!



[Tpe3puTenbHBIN B3TIAT XEUTHl 3aCTaBUI ICTYy IIOUYBCTBOBATh ce0s elle Ooyee cMmyieHHoM. OHa
3HaJla, YTO He CMOXKET CKPHITh CBOIO NIPUBSA3aHHOCTE K bau IO, HO 4TO OHa MoTJia choenaTh?

Kto mo3Bonun el c6exkaTh U3 CEMbH, KOTla OHa OblyIa pe6eHKOM, 1 KOT'mla OHa CTOJIKHYJIACh C
OIMIaCHOCTRIO CpeOu 3Be3a, NMEHHO MOJIOMIOM reHepai IMoABHUIICA, CJIOBHO IIPUHIT I‘Ic':?lpMI/IHl" N3 CKA3KH,
M CIIaC ee OT TUT'aHTCKOI'O 3Bepsi, IIOTJIOTUBILIETO 3BE3MBI?

«YepHas balHg...moyeMy TH BAPYT 3aX0Tejla OTIIPaBUTLCS B JIody?»

«BBI HE TOTOBBI?»

"d, THI, OH..."

«On? Yto ou? Yto oH? KOTOpHIM OH?»

XelTa CKPECTHJI PYKHU Ha TPY[H, U C KaXKABIM BOIIPOCOM Harop ICTHl CTaHOBUIICS cliabee.

Haxkosne1n, oTOMCTUB JCTe 3a «MeCTb» 3a IIYTKY 0 TOM, 4TO ToIla IIPOCUT y Hee foir, YepHasa bamasa
OTIIyCTHJIa IEBYIIKY Iepef co60, KOTopas YyTh He OIMUIIACh OT CMYIIEHHUS, ¥ TEIJIO CKalasa:
«OTaiKa CMOAEIMPOBaHHOM BCEJIEHHOM — 3TO IOYTHU TO Xe caMoe. OHa CAeflaHa, MHEe HY>KHO HalTh
KOT0-HUOY[Ib, KTO €€ ITPOTECTUPYET».

9TO0 TO, YTO MPOUIOIIIO?

OcTa KMBHYJIa, BHE3aIIHO 0CO3HaB 3T0. OHa, eCTECTBEHHO, 3Hasa, 4To bau I0ii Tak:Ke WHBECTHUPOBAI
B [IPOEKT CUMYJIMPOBAaHHOU BCeJleHHOU YepHou bauiHu.

[TocKonbKy OHa TaKKe BKJIafiblBajia CPEZCTBa B UccienoBaHus YepHol baliHu, fIeByIlKa faxke TalHO
pamoBasach 1o HoYaM IMPOCTO IIOTOMY, YTO OHU OBOE CHAEJAd OJHO U TO XKe€.

«KcTaTu, ecTh ellle ogHa MeJio4yb. TBOM MalleHbKUM JTI000BHUK COOOIIHIT MHE, YTO apMUs
AHTHMaTEePHUH MOXKET BTOPTHYTHCS HA KOCMUYECKYI0 CTAHIIUIO Yepe3 HEKOTOPOEe BPEMSI».

910 camoe BaxHoe cobOuiTHe!

9T1o0 apmMus anTuMaTtepun! Kak capaHya, mepecekarlllasd I'paHully, TpaBa He pacTeT TaM, I'le OHa
IpoxonuT. [leTu He CMeIOT IjlaKaTh HOYbIO, YCIIbIIIaB 00 apMUX aHTUMATepuu!

[ToueMmy y Bac Takoe 6e3pa3nuyHOe OTHOIIEHHUE: «A, IPUXOAU KaK X0Uelllb ¥ Pa3pylail KaK X04delb»!

«Pa3Be 970 He JlernoH AHTHMaTEpPUHU 3acTaBisieT Te0s1 0eCrioKouThCS?» YepHas balrHsg 3akaTuiia
rna3a Ha Acty. OHa Morya 0ojiee UM MeHee HoraflaThCs, 3aYeM MPUIIU 3TH pebsTa. Pa3Be aTo He
3BE3HOE PO Ha ee COOCTBEHHON KOCMUYECKOM CTAHIIUU?

Yo KacaeTcs nofgKpemenuit, To naxe 6e3 JIyody y YepHoit Bairau Bce ele ecth pe3eps. CoriacHo
pacuderawm, rpynne Star Dome Train npupeTcsi B CKOPOM BpeMeHU NMPUOLITh Ha e KOCMUYECKYI0
CTaHIIUIO 3a [IpUNacCaMu.

«Tak 9TO 3HQYUT, YTO MBI UCIOJIb3yeM cuiy JIyody, 4TOOH OTIIYTHYTh apMHI0O aHTUMaTepPUuu?» IcTa
Cpagdy e HelpaBUIbHO MOHAN uneio YepHou bamHu.

«O 4eM THI fyMaemb? JTu pebgra Hanyrauwl? Ecinu Mul novneM B JIyody, 9TO TOIBKO YCUIUT UX



BTOPKEHUE».
Xotst YepHas BamiHs Tak cka3aja, 9cTa COBCeM He 60s1ach.
9T0 cKa304YHas JI0OKa, KOTopas «BIafeeT» 0XOTOou!

HWMest MeHee IecsTH TMTAaHTCKUX 3BE3[I0JIETOB, 9Ta CBepPXIepKaBa MOXKET CPAaBHUTHCS C
KOMIIQHUSMH, BllafelouuMy 0eCYrCIeHHBIMY TJIaHEeTaMU ¥ UMEIOIIMMY HacelleHue B MUJITHAPOLI
yeJioBeK!

«Torpa, YepHas bainHs, Korga HaM ClegyeT OTIPaBUTHCSA?»
«Korga TeI X04ellb yexaTb?» — CIIPOCHU XeuTa.
Po3oBrIe meku ICTH, Cerka OCTHIBIIKME, CHOBA CTald HEYAEPKUMO TOPSIUYUMHU.

[Tocrne TOro, KaK OH MOYTH paccMescs, XeuTa cka3amn: «[Iogoxkau elle HECKOIbKO JHEH, U MHe
IIPUMETCS IIePeBe3THU ellle Koe-Kakue HeoOxXoouMele Belu u3 Azure Star».

oW--
OcTa Oblyla IBHO pa3oyapoBaHa.
Yepuasa bamusa: «...»

OTa meBYOoHKA Oe3HamexkHa!

[Tocne Toro, kak Black Tower yiien, 3cTa IOCIENIHO fOCTana CBOM MOOUIIbHLIM TenedoH 1 Hadasa
IpoCMaTpUBaTh pa3fen «JIydllue TOBaph MUpa».

«Hy... omexpa! Opgexpa! [Ipenpimyinas ofexpaa ycTapena, U MHE HY2KHO KyIIUTh HOBYIO!»
«H momapku!»

MarneHbKHE PYYKH JeBOYKM OBITM OYeHb OBICTPHIMM, OHA laXke He CMOTpesa Ha (acCoHBI, OHA Cpa3y
OTKpHIJIA CIIUCOK ¥ OTMETHIIA «BrOpaTh BCe», BBEJIa CBOM pa3Mep, a 3aTeM GBICTPO opopMuiIa 3aKa3
¥ 3aljlaTuiIa, He fyMasi 0 TOM, CKOJIBKO 3TO OyIeT CTOUTh, COCPENOTOUMBIINCEH Ha CTUIIE
COCTOSITENIbHOM KEHIIWHHL... ...

«A KocmeTuKa... XM! HoBriii 6b:0TH-ypOK? WU ero BEIIyCKaeT KTO-TO U3 «Prijapeir Yucton
Kpacote»? 4 kynumna!»

«OcTaToK fifipa mocJe B3phiBa CBePXHOBOU baptierta? OTINYHLIN MaTepual Ajis KOBKU OPyXKus?
Kynun!»

«Mmucc... KXM, CMOTPUTENb CTaHIIUKU IcTa? CMOTPUTENh CTAaHIUK?» AJlaH B KAKOKW-TO MOMEHT
IIOMIOIIENT K ICTe. YBUIEB, YTO OHA COCPEIOTOYEHA Ha ITOKYIIKe TOBAPOB B YHHUBEPCAIbHOM OYTHUKE, OH
6ecmoMoIITHO cKa3aj: «CMOTPUTEeNb CTAHIIUY, TPYIINa HAOIIoeHus, 5T BCe elle XKy BallluX
NAJIbHEUIINX YKa3aHUU TaM».

«Habmogenue? Kakoe Ha0momeHne?» CTa B 3aMellIaTeIbCTBE MOMHSIA TOIO0BY.

Anas xyonuy1 cebs mo 10y: «ITocMoTpu Ha 3Be3MbI! »



«3Be3nwl? Kcratu, Anan! Kak Tl mymaens, st Kymaio Opaty bato minaueTy!?»
Anasn: «O, nydp!!»
Y cHOBa Oy1si CTH HUYTO He fenaeT ee 0ojiee CYACTINBOM, UeM HabIIOleHNe 3a 3Be37aMH.

——3a UCKIII0YEeHNEM BCTPEeYHU C HEKMM reHepal-MalopoM.
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