Yro OBl HU TOTOBUIIU UM Oynyiee u cyos0rl, JItok KacTennaH Bepu, 4TO 3TOT AeHb HaBCETaa
3amoMHUTCS XkuTensMm HoBoro BusanTtusi.

B narepe yxke maBHO He ObIJIO HY OJHOTO ChiHa [TocelifioHa, HO ChIH ['epMeca ObLT yBEepeH, 4TO Jaxe
ecly OBl UX OBLIM [IEeCATKH, BCe OHU IOTEPS/IN OBl aKTYalIbHOCTE C IIOSIBIEHNEM HOBOTO IIOTIOJTHEHUS.

Ero 3Banu Ilepceit [I2Ke€KCOH, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO CBETJIOBOJIOCHIH IIOTy60T CUMTAJI, YTO MaIbYUK
noru0GHEeT 3af0JIT0 [0 MIeCTHAAIATH JIET - @ 3HAUUT, He TIOJTyYUT IIaHCa BHIIIOJIHUTH YCIIOBUS
Benukoro nmpopoyecTsa, - pocja Bepa B TO, UTO 3TOT CyMacCIIeAlIn} TOIyKPOBKA OCTABUT IIyOOKUH
creql B UICTOPUY BHU3aHTUM U BCEro MHUpa.

Maro KoMy XBaTasio CMeJIOCTH - Win 0e3yMus - HanpsIMyIo KpacThb ¥ 60T0B, KBeCT UK He KBecT. Emle
MeHbIIIe JII0feN UMeJU CMeJIOCTh HEMOHCTPHUPOBATh CBOM BOPOBCKUE JOCTUXKEHUS IIPSIMO ITOCPEeNU
nareps, Toe OJUMITUHUIIEL MOTJIM HETIOCPEICTBEHHO MaTEPUATU30BaThCS U YOUTH IPECTYIHUKA.

OpHako MMEHHO 3TUM ¥ 3aHHUMaJICs ChiH [TocelimoHa, Bens 3a cO00¥ TMraHTCKUM KapaBaH KpPageHoro,
HayMHas C MPaMOPHBIX CTATyH, 30JI0TEIX aMyJIETOB, CYHAYKOB, HAaIllIOJTHEHHBIX paxMaMu, U
OeCIleHHBIX IparolleHHBIX KaMHe! 1 3aKaH4YMBas PyXKbsSMU, 37IEKTPOHHBIMHU YCTPONCTBaMU U
HECKOJIbKUMHU BeIlaMU, KOTOPhIe [OIKHBL ObISTM OBITH OPYAUSIMU BOMHEL, CellaHHEIMU ['edecToM.

IlenaTw 3TO, KOTga TBOEH eMUHCTBEHHOM 3all[UTOHN IBIgeTCs 0J1aroCcKJIOHHOCTE [TocelijoHa U
Cc0o0CTBEHHOE YYBCTBO COOCTBEHHOI'O JOCTOMHCTBA, OBIIIO ITPOCTO... IPOCTO 6e3yMueM.

U tem He MeHee [lepceit [[:KeKCOH fieaj 3TO B CepeauHe JHS, UMesl B KaUeCTBe CJIyT MHOXKEeCTBO
KaMeHHBIX TOPTYJINH, KOTOPble HEOIIPOBEPKKUMO TOKa3bIBaJIM, YTO XBACTOBCTBO OXOTHHUII, YTO OHU
uctpebuny "vymoBuil"”, 661710 aOCOTIOTHOM OUIMOKOM.

"OH He MOXKeT 3TOro caenath!" mmmnena ArHabet. ChiH ['epMeca 130 BCeX CUJI CTapajicad He XUXUKAaTh.
Ecnu u 61710 4T0-TO "Kaccuueckoe" B [Tepcee J[IKeKCOHE, TaK 9TO €r0 CIIOCOOHOCTh MMPUBOIUTE B
SIPOCTh 04Yb AQUHEI, KOTOPYIO OH CUMTAJ MJafmien cecTpou. [Ioxoxe, 3TU 4BOE TOCTUTIN
MaKCHMaJIbHOTO YPOBHSI aHTaroOHM3Ma BCEr0 3a HECKOJIBKO MUHYT IIOCTIe IEPBOU BCTPEYHU OPYT C
IPYroM.

Y JItoka OBIIO MPeuyBCTBUE, YTO UX UCTOPUS 3aKOHYHUTCS TE€M, UTO OHM OyayT 100 3aKJISITHIMU
Bparamu, nu60 XKeHaThl APYT Ha Apyre.

"OH MOXeT", - He COTJIaCHJICS BOP, YKpPaBIINii 30j10TO€ sI0/I0KO 13 cafia ['ecriepun. "®@akT B TOM, YTO
OH [IeJIaeT 3TO NPsIMO ceryac. Y Ha caMOM fiejie 3TO He TaK YK CUJIBHO OTIMYaeTCsl OT TOro, 4TO
IerlaeM MHI, IeTu ['epMeca: Mbl HCIIO/Ib3yeM IIOCOJIbCKUM CTaTyC Hamero 6apaka, 4To0w n30exkaTh
00KeCTBEHHOI'0 BO3Me3aus".

OpHaKO 3TOT KOHBOM OBIJI COBEPIIIEHHO MHOTO MaciuTaba. Ecnu cobpaTh Tpodeu Bcero Oapaxa,
CYHMTAs ero U CTapIIUX KBECTOPOB, TO OHU COCTaBUIIK OBI, HABEPHOE, IBE TPETH TOTO, YTO BE3JIU TPHU
II0KUHBI KOJIECHUII ¥ MOTU(DUITMPOBAHHEIX I'PY30BUKOB.



JII0K CUMTaJl, YTO 3asBIEHUST aMa30HOK U OXOTHHUII O MIPUTA3aHUAX [[2KeKCOHA HECKOJIBKO
IIpeyBeIuYeHbl. YBUIEB NOKa3aTeIbCTBA CBOMMHU TI'Jla3aMM, ONBITHHIN KBECTOP Haydajl AyMaTb, UYTO OHU
€CJIM ¥ HellooLleHuIu "mpobaeMy", ToO 04eHb CUIIBHO.

"TlepecTaHb MAIUTLCA Ha HETO... WK ONpoby# Moiidya npuka3aTth OXOTHHUIIAaM BMeIaThCa ", -
II0COBETOBAJ OH MJIaflIel MoIy0oTuHe, cTapasich He o0paliaTh BHIMaHUS Ha TO, YTO OT OTPOMHOTO
KonuyecTBa ciayr boruau OXOTH eMy CTaHOBUIJIOCH He 110 ceOe. Cepbe3Ho, OH 3HaJl, YTO ApTeMuzia
aKTUBHO BepOyeT MOJIOMIBIX JEBYIIEK, @ 3aTeM IIPOMBIBA€T UM MO3THU U II03BOJISIET MEMJIEHHO PacTH,
II0KA OHU He [OCTUTHYT LIeCTHAAIATH JIeT... HO BCE PABHO OBIJIO CTPAIIHO 0CO3HABATh, YTO IIPU
OOHOM TOJIBKO CJIOBE IIPOTUB LIeJIX BHIXOAAT O0Jiee TpexX ThICAY JIyYHUII.

To, uTo JI2K€KCOH moOPOBOJILHO BOEBAJI POTUB HUX B TEYEHHE TPEX JIET U IPOLIBETaJl, JOKa3hbIBaJo,
yTO CHIH [loceiimoHa uMeerT geno...

"30u MEITanach YOEOUTh MEHS CHOBA IIPHCOEOUHUTRCS K OX0Te", - mpu3Haiach AHHa6eT, IPUKYCUB
HUKHIOIO TY0y.

"OHa ymomuHasa, Kak boruns JIio6Bu 4yTh He yOulla ee 3a CAaMOHAafIesTHHOCTh, KOTHa MbI cOexkanu u3
Ietpoiita?"

"HeT, HO 51 yBepeHa, YTO B 3TOM BUHOBAT 3TOT CHIH [loceriona!" - ee ronoc NOHU3UIICA [0 LIENoTa.
"B03MOKHO, eqUHCTBEHHEIM 6€CCMEPTHHIN, KPOME CBOETO OTIIa, KOTOPHIM JeHCTBUTENILHO Ha CTOPOHE
3TOro0 IIpUaypkKa..."

COBHO KTO-TO YCJIBIIIIAJ €€, BCIILIXHYJT O0IBIION KPYT CBETA, M Ha CEeKYHAY IIPOHECCS KacKay
(broneToBHIX 1 OPOH30BHIX I[BETOB, ITpexkae YyeM [IMOHNC, IUPEeKTOP BU3aHTUU - JOIXKHOCTH, KOTOPYIO
OH He CKPHIBAJI, YTO 3aHUMAET IIPOTUB CBOEM BOJIY, - IIIAaTHYJI Yepe3 Hero.

BoT TO/MBKO OH He ObIJT TOX0XK HA JUPEKTOPa KBECTEPOB.

Her, HeT, 3T0 OBI7I0 He TOUHO. OH He OB M0X0XK Ha Toro "Mucrepa u", K KOTOPOMY OHU ITPUBHIKIIN.
OH ObITT 1300pakeHNeM TOTO, KaK [IOKeH BHITISAAETh bor ¢ 6ombinoi 0ykBel D. Ero OuIerncs u Temo
OB KaK y AfoHHUCA, PHOIeTOBLIM BO3OYX BEIMYECTBEHHO CTPYUJIICS, @ B KAUeCTBe YKpPAIIeHus IJIs
BOJIOC MCITO/Ib30BaJICsI BUHOTPa. Ero rpeuyeckast omexkma Oblyla HAMIOJIOBUHY CHSITA, KaK OyaTO AT
TOTO0, YTOOBI ITOKA3aTh ellle OOJIbIe eT0 I'PYAM - HaCTh TeJla, KOTopas ¥ 6POBBIO He moBejia Ovl, Oyab
oHa y 'epaknia. Ha ero nnedyax Obl1 HAKMHYT JIEOMapAOBLIY IIJIalll, @ Ha IPEeAIIeybsX - 30JI0ThIE
TOPKCHI.

Vicue3 06pa3 CBApIMBOI0, BOPWIMBOTO U yrpioMoro [lupekropa. bor BuHa GBI 3MeCh BO BCEH MOIIK
CBOEM CUJIBI ¥ BHEIIIHOCTH.

ITonoBuHa KBECTEPOB BEITAPAIIHUIIACh U OnlTa COBEPIIEHHO OIIEJIOMJIEHA. JIoK IIpenrojarail, 4TO 1 OH
[enaeT TO Xke caMmoe. M To, 4To mocnenoBano 3a 3TUM, He ITOMOTIJIO CMATUYUTh yoap.



"Tlutep Jxoucon! Mou Benukuu apyr!"

"Hyrnac! Mo BTOpOii moOuMeii bor!"

U BeccMmepTHEi ¢ [Tony6oroM 0OHSTKUCH, CIOBHO [IBa CTAPBIX ApyTa.

"OcHoBauust OMUMIIA, - CTOHANa AHHA0OeT, - Termeph OHW BABOEM C HUM..."

IHouyb A(l)I/IHBI OblyIa TaK 3aHSTa MMOMBITKAMU OTBECTH B3rJisA0, KakK U OOJIBIIIMHCTBO JIogel, 4To He
3aMeTuna, Kak [I:KeKCoH 3allyCTHUJI MaJIEHbKYIO (I)J'IH}KKY B BOJIOCHI OOTa.

KoneuHo, cilenymoigue MTrHOBEHU HEMHOT'O OTBJIEKIIM BHUMAHKE... KaK U IIpedIroaral IluoHuC.

"Tlocre MouX meTel ThI OIpeneIeHHO MO¥ MI0OuMEIH mojy6or!" - BocknukHyn bor BuHa, 9T0 OBITIO
BIIOJTHE IIPABAXBO, eCli [[2KeKCOH IIpuHeC KOHTpabaHIHbIM 3aYapOBaHHBIN aJIKOTOJIh BMECTE C
oCTajbHOM mo6buel. "HacTosmui yeMnuoH 0e3yMusi, TBOU MTOIBUTY CMOTPEIIM HECKOJIBKO
MUJIIMapnoB pa3 Ha Madness Tube! {1 npu3kiBaio Te€05 MPOROIKATE..."

Pasgancsa cunpHBIM rpoxXoT, U JIIOK, KakK ¥ BCe KUTEJU IIOCEIeHNs, IOHSJI, YTO C 0ra... TO eCTh C
OnuMIia, HagBUTAIOTCS OOJIbIIINE, HEIIPUSATHBIE TEMHBIE TPO30BHIE TYYH.

"¢ Xouy cKa3aTb, UTO 9TO OBIIM OYEHb IIJIOXHUeE, TIJI0XUe BEIM, KOTOPHIE TH cAemnan", - cka3an bor
TAyIocTy 1 6e3yMusi ¢ 0OOBUHUTELHLIM BEIPAKEHUEM JIMIla, KOTOpPoe aOCOII0THO HUKOT0 He YOemwuio.
"He mmITalics coenaTh 3TO CHOBA'.

W onumnuern ucyes, 3a HUM 6LICTp0 InmociaengoBalin HOHY601"I/I.

"JItoK", - 1 BriepBble AHHAOET BHITTIAMEe/Ia O4eHb, OUeHb UCITyTaHHOM. "UTO, 4YepT BO3bMH, [eJlaeT
[Tepceit [:xxekcon? Trl TOBOPUII MHE, YTO BUen borunio JI1o0BYU, TOTOBYIO K BOiHE, Telleph HacTana
oyepenb Muctepa [Iu... 4To TPOUCXOOUT?"

"Be3ymue", - TUXO IPOrOBOPUII CHIH ['epMeca, 3Has, 4TO IpaBha He yTelllaeT U He SIBJISIETCS YeM-TO,
YTO MOXKHO PEIIUTh C IIOMOLIBI0 Meya. "be3ymue CTOUT Ha HalleM mopore”.

"MEI He TT03BOJIUM eMY", - YTBepXKIaJl IrojIoc, KOTOPOMY He IIPUCTAJIO 3By4aTh TaK BEICOKOMEDHO.

[To ero ckpoMHOMY MHEHMIO, 30e HauTineuy He yaaaoCch HEUTpaanu30BaTh MOHYMEHTAIbHYIO YIPO3Y
[0 TOTO, KaK OHa [IOCTUTJIa CBOEH KPeHCEepCKOM CKOPOCTHU, ¥ TeIlepb UM BCEM IIPEMCTOSIIO0
pacmaa4yuBaThCs 3a 3TO...
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