HuKTO He momKeH OBINT CTYy4aThCS B €ro ABeph. UMeHHO m03ToMYy [IKeWCOH 0TKa3asiCs XKUTh B Y9UH-
MaHope: WHOTMa eMy HYKHO OBITI0 MOOKITh OQHOMY. A o "MHOTma" mogpa3yMeBajach 00JbIast
YacTh BpeMeHH. IMEeHHO II09TOMY Yy Hero Obljla OMHOKOMHATHAs KBapTHpPa B OOHOM U3 CaMBIX
MpayHBIX paioHOB ['oTaMa. OGEIYHO 3TO 03HAYAJI0 OTCYTCTBUE JIIOOOIMBITHEIX COCene, OOBIITIX
CKOIIJIEHUY Hapoda U IpUCTaBaHUM.

Tak uTo KTO OBl HU CTYYaJICS B €T0 [BEPH, 3TO OblIa Tu60 mep3Kas JeBOYKa-CKayT, IIPOJaoIast
neYeHbe, MO0 TOT, KTO IPHILEST CIIEIHATEHO 32 HUM.

Kaxk xe 3T0 yTOMUTETILHO.

I>KelCOH MOJT4a OTOPBAJICS OT CBOEM YOUBUTENHHO YIOOHOM KPOBATH U IIEPEMECTHUIICS, YTOORI
OBICTPO NTPOBEPUTH KaMepy HaboneH s (M TPUXBATUTh Ha BCIKUU CTydall NOMOHUTEILHBIN PyYHOU
IyJieMeT, KOTOPHIM OH JiepaKaJll psafoM ¢ Hel). K ero youBneHuio, opyxue, I0X0xke, He TOHaH00UI0Ch
- er0 TOCTEM 0Ka3aJiCsl BOCXOOAIas UHTepHeT-3Be30a [I9HHU [[2KOHCOH.

I>kercoH OBI B BOCTOPTe OT BHOBb 0OpeTEHHOM monyIsapHocTH xammTera #thevillainwrangler Tonbko
13-3a TOro, KaK Kpemko bpioc cxkan 4esiocTH, Koraa yBupen ero. Kakas 3aMedaTebHas
He3allJTaHUPOBaHHAas HEMTPUSTHOCTD IOy baTMeHa.

OH BCe eIlle AepkKall IUCTOJIET 3a CIIMHOM, KOrga OTKPHIBAI IBEPh. Bcerma ocTaBarscs IIaHC, YTO 3TO
KJIOH [[9HHMU... UJIK YTO UM YIIPABJISIOT... YeCTHO TOBOPS, 3TO OBIIO IIeYaabHO, KAK MHOT'O BO3MOXKHEBIX
yrpo3. IIpuOoTKPHIB ABEPL U OCMOTPEB [[9HHU CY3WBIIMMHUCS I'JIa3aMy Ha MpefMeT I003PUTETbHBIX
IIPU3HAKOB, [[KeNCOH OTCTYIIXII Ha3a/ U II03BOJIMI EMYy BOUTH B KBapTHUPY.

"Motii oM - TBO¥M IoM", - PE3KO MPOBO3Tiiacun [KenCoH, IOOo#as K IUBaHy, YTOOH BEICITYIIATh
[I3HHM, ¥ CIIPSITaB NUCTONET 3a mosic. "TIomoxkau... He IPUHKUMaK 3TO BCcephe3. Thl He Iepeenelib
CIOfa, eClTA XO4elh cOexkaTh OT TPEX CBOUX cocemen".

[I3HHM OCTOPOZKHO IIOCJIef0Ball 3a HUM B KOMHATY, HO OCTaJICS CTOSITh IIepef AUBaHOM, 3aCYHYB PYKHU
B KapMaHHI KypTKU. "MHe HyXHa [I0MOILb, HO HE B 3TOM".

IIO?II

"Twl Ob11 B TOM Tpyme youtiil Pa'c anb I'yma".

[Tpu ynomuHanuu Jluru TeHeu ¢ nuna [IKelCcoOHa UCYE3/IU BCe NIpU3HAKU Becebs. OH BBIIPSIMUIICA U
HaINpArcs, TOTOBLIM K geucTsuto. "W uto xe?"

"MHe HyKHO, YTOOBI THI HAyUMJI MEHS ApaThCcs".

4ro XK, TeIlepb 3TO OBLIIO HE TaK YX U YOIUBUTEIJIBHO.



"Tlouemy?" cripocun [I:KeiCOH, BCe ellle HAaCTOPOKEHHO, HO YKe C JII00OIBITCTBOM.

I9HHYU pa3apakeHHO XMBIKHYJ, U [[KelCOH He OBIJT yBepPEH, HallpaBJIeHO JIX 3TO Ha HEero UM Ha
camoro [Isunu. "4 - momexa. U s, u Bce 9Tu OeTH; [IKOKEp 9TO MpPeKpacHO moKa3an", - moCnegHrue
CJI0Ba OH IIPOM3HEC C YeM-TO OJIM3KUM K HeHaBUCTH ([I2KelCOH MOT OTHECTUCH K 3TOMY C
noHuMaHueM). "Ho Bce 3TU IeTU He MOTYT 3alllUTUTH ce0s - 0HU B OonbHUIIAX. [103TOMY g HOMXKEH
HAY4YUTHCS 3aUTUIiaTh cebs u ux". [[xKeiCOH HaKOHell TOMHSII I'71a3a, KOTOPhIe [0 3TOT0 CePOUTO
CMOTpEJIU B IIOJI, ¥ TENEPh B €0 B3TJIsie YUTalach PEIIUMOCTS. "f HOoMKeH HayuuThCst 60POTHCS,
YTOOBI 9TOT0 OOJIBIIIE HE CITyYUIIOChH".

W3 Bcex mofeit, KOTopbie MOTJIH OBl IOHSTh, KAKOBO 9TO - OBITH U3OUTHIM U CHOBA YUUTHCS APATHCH,
I>KeCOH, BO3MOXKHO, OBII IyYIIKM, KOT0 [[9HHU MOT MTOIPOCUTH. XOTS [I9HHU U BHIKHUJI IIOCIIE
BCTpeuH ¢ [I:KOKepoM (KOTOPHIX SIBHO M3[I€BAJICS HAJ HUM), CXO[ICTBA OBLIO JOCTATOYHO.

'Y MeHd ecTh [IBa yCJIOBUA".

II9HHM, Ka3aJI0Ch, OBIJT yIUBIIEH TEM, YTO COTJIAaCUIICS Ha 3To. "IIpaBma?"

IIKe¥COoH cyerka yXMblIbHYICS. OH MOT ObI TIOBECETUTHCS Hal 3TUM. "[IepBoe: TpeHUPOBKa 3aBTpa B
BOCEMb Bedepa, ¥ KaXkKObIH pa3, KOTOa THI OMa3[bIBaelllb, Thl OOJIXKEH MHe Oy THIIKY 30JI0TOT0
"Bakapau". BTropoe: THI CiTylIaelb Bce, 4To s Tebe roBopio. 4 roBOpIo, IpHITait..."

IaHHY B3MOXHYJI, HO IO u3ruby ero ryd OBUIO BUIHO, YTO OH HAXOOUT 3TO 3abaBHEIM. "[Ia, ma, 5

TOBOPIO "KakK BEICOKO"".

"Her, mpocTo mpkirai, MaTh TBoO! I1110x0ii mapeHb He OyeT XKOaTh, TOKa Tl CIIPOCUIIIb "KakK
BBICOKO!"".

OH He MOT IT0KaJI0BaThCS, TaK KaK caM ITOIIPOCHII 00 9TOM, HO Tellephb, KOTHa Kaxmas MBIIIIA ero
Tesna 6osena, oH xkasei 06 aToM. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ 00JIb B TEX MECTaX, 0 KOTOPHIX fJaxke He I0J03peBar.

TpeHupoBKu ¢ [IXXKeHCOHOM B TeUeHHe MOC/IefHelH Hemeny ObUIM JKeCTOKUMH. [I9HHU He ObUT B IIJIOXO0H
dbopMe - OH PeryIIpPHO XOOUI Ha IPOOEeKKH, HO 9TOT0 OBIJIO HEIOCTATOYHO MIJIST TOT0, YTO OH JesIal
ceryac, oco0eHHO mocie 6ome3nn. OHK Hadalu ¢ IPoOekXKK Ha MUIIO, HO [[2KeiCOH TaKXKe 3aCTaBUII
€ro TIOMHSTH TSIKECTH U BEIYYUTh OCHOBHEIE TPHEMEI 60EBEIX KCKYCCTB. [I2KeHCOHY IPUIUIOCH OLICTPO
0CBaMBaTh BCE IMIPHUEMEI, ¥ OH CTaJI Nydllle OJIOKHPOBATE YAaphl, IIOCTe TOro Kak [[KeiCcoH Haval
HCII0Ib30BaTh LIECT, YTOOH aTAKOBATh €TI0 C JaJIbHEr0 PaCCTOSHHUS.

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, UMEHHO [I;KeliCOH ITOMOT €My HaWTH CJIEAYIOIIEro 3I04e.

Tak monyuusnocs, 4To Youiinta Kpok (oH ke BainoH [[2KOHC) 0Ka3asics YJIeHOM UX eKeMeCIYHOTO
OKepHOro Kiy0a ([IoHHM OBbLT TOPazkeH TeM, KakK HeJlello 9TO 3BYYHUT AaxKe [IJIs Hero CaMmoro).
OKka3zasoch, 4TO TOT caMbli Poit Xapriep, KOTOPEHIHM HaBellasl ero B 00IbHUYHOM nanaTe CTOPOXKeBOH



Oammnu, Ol crioHCOpPoM Kpoka, Korfja TOT BEI3[[0paBIuBal OT ajJKkoronu3ma. Teneps Kpok
ydacTBOBaJl B Beuepax Urp "BHe 3akoHa", u [IKelCOH HEXOTS COTIACUIICSA B3STh [[9HHU € OO0 Ha
CJIeAyIOIIUY BeUep.

Tak [I9HHU OKa3ascs 3a OOHUM CTOI0M C [IKelcoHOM, PoeM, amMa30HKOM 110 UMEHU ApTeMUa,
Kunnepom Kpokom u, mouemy-to, Kaccaumpou Keiin.

"OHa IIPOCTO MOSBUIIACh OIHAXKMIE", - CKa3asl Poif, moxas mjaedaMu, Korga [I9HHY CIIpocuil 00 3ToM, a
Kac kuBHya B 3HaK MOOTBEPKAECHUS.

"OHa ToXe MOYTH Kaxk[bli pa3 nobexpaeT", - mpopbivan Kpoxk, risas Ha geBymky. Kac nuib
IpUNoaHsa OPOBbL B OTBET.

"B03MOKHO, He B 9TOT pa3", - C yXMBUIKOM Bo3pa3uia ApTeMua, IpUHUMAs KapTh, KOTOPHIE
pa3pmaBan [IoHHU. [T0CKONBKY OH OBLT HOBUYKOM M He Y4aCcTBOBaJ HU B KaKUX pa30opKax TPYIIIkI, eT0
Ha3HauuId OeCIPUCTPACTHEIM IUJIEPOM Ha 3TOU Hefere.

OH OBITT YBEPEH, YTO 3a 3TUM TOXKE KPOEeTCs KaKasi-TO UCTOPHS, HO OH OBIJI CJIUIIIKOM COCPENOTOYEH
Ha TOoM, 4TOOH HabmogaTts 3a modenoi Kac. OcTanpHBIE HEMHOTO II0BOpYany, Korfa oHa cobparna
CBOU BBIUTPHILI B 25 00JJIAPOB (KaXK bl U3 HUX IIOCTABUJ B IIyJI 110 5 JOJUIAPOB), HO [I3HHU MOT
CKa3aTh, YTO OHU HE PACCTPOUIIACH U3-3a ITOTO.

"TlomeHs# CBOM IMPHUCKa3Ku", - cka3ana Kac, moxas miedamu, korga Kpok mpo6opmoTar, 4To OHa
TaliHo yuTaeT MuICIU. "W TH Toxke, [IoHHEI".

970 3acTano ero Bpacnnox. OH maxe He urpan. "dYro?"

"Tw1 mpuien ciofa, yToOwl HaTu Kpoka". B ee cioBax He GbIJI0 BOIPOCUTENTBHOTO TOHA.

I'ma3za Youtiel Kpoka mogo3puTenbHO CY3UINCh TP Bude ciioB Kaca, u oH mocMoTpesn Ha [[9HHHU.
"Tebe 4TO-TO HY?KHO OT MeH$, TapeHb-U3THaHHUK?"

I9HHY He CIUIKOM 0eCIIOKOUJICS 0 CBOel 6e30IIaCHOCTH IIPU TakOM KOJIMYECTBE CBULETENIEN B
KOMHaTe. "MoxeT OBITh", - XOJIOODHO OTBETHII OH. "Korga THl B MOCIIeMHUN pa3 IPHUYMHSII Bpe[
YyejoBeky?"

OH 65111 yBepeH, 4To Kpok paccmestics (1o 3BYKY OH He MOT cka3aTh Ha 100%, HO IpeanosoxeHue
ObL10 cripaBemuBLEIM). "Ha mpoioi Henesne. Kakue-To IpaBUTEILCTBEHHBIE TOIOBOPE3EI ITHITAIUCh
CUJION 3aXBAaTUTh MEHS [JIs Yosepa, HaBepHoe".

I[3HHY HE MOT C 3TUM IIOCIIOPUTh. Te HEMHOTHE OTPHIBKY, KOTOPLIE OH CiIbilian 00 AMaHze Yoinep u
IIPABUTEJILCTBE OT Xap/Iu U APYTUX BCTPEUEHHBIX UM 3JI0[EEB, OBIIN... MATKO TOBOPS, HE OYEHb
npusTHeIMU. "CrpaBequBo. Korma Th B mocinegHui pa3 obuxan pebeHka?"



Ha sToT pa3 oH Obls1 yBepeH, 4To KpOK PEIYUT Ha Hero. " MOHCTP, HO He Takou".

"KpyTto. Pol, KaK TBOU BTOPHUK?"

Poit Ha6momasn 3a pa3roBopoM, Kak 3a 3a6aBHEIM TEHHHUCHBIM MaT4eM, BEPTS '0JIOBOM TyHa-CIoaa,
TIOKA OHY Pa3rOBapUBaiy, U [[9HHU IIOCTapasCs He 3aXUXMKaTh, KOTHA PHIXKUM OTIIATHYIICS Ha3ak B
III0Ke OT TOTO0, YTO K HeMy oOpaTunucsk. "Kto, f1? 3-3... {1 momxkeH ObITh CBOOOAEH MO OOJIbINIEl YacTu".

"Ornuuso. TH noefelrs co MHOY ¥ KpokKoM B meTckyto OonmbHUIy ['0TaMa. Tam ecTh pebeHOK C
YepeInHo-IULEeBON fedopMaliuel, KOTOPHIY X04eT I03HaKOMUTHCS ¢ ToO0U, Kpok".

[TpoBectu Kpoka B 60mbpHUITY OBIIO HEIPOCTO (3gaHue ObII0 3aKPHITO HA 3aMOK, YTOOL KOPUIOPH HE
IIyCTOBAJIM, ¥ OH MOT OECIPENsITCTBEHHO IIPOUTH B KOMHATY OT/IbIXa), HO, Cy[s II0 CYACThIO Ha JIUIIE
MaJIbYuKa, OHO TOTO CTOHJIO.

Y yeThipexneTHero KonHopa Gblyia cocynucTas MajibdopManusi, KOTopas IOKphIBaja HUXKHIOI 4acCTh
IIPaBOM YeJIIOCTH, TIPaBYyI0 CTOPOHY IlIeN ¥ BEPXHIOI0 YacCThb ITpaBod pyKu. Koxka Oblsia KpacHoi u
JKeCTKOM Ha OIIyTlb, HO 3TO He Memasnio KoHHOPY U3 KOXKU BOH /1e3Th Ha Kpoka.

"Cmotpurte, muctep Kpok, y MeHs Takas e Koxa, Kak y Bac! TOIbKO g KpacHBIY, a Thl 3€JI€HBIN... ¥
Hac PoxpectBo!"

II9HHU 130 BCEX CUI CTapaJICAd HEe 3aXUXHUKaATh, HO OH OBIJT BCETO JIMIITL YeJI0BeKOM. Poi OaXe He
IIBITAJICA CKPBITh CBOU CMeX.

KoHHOD Kak pa3 yroBapuBas 00IbIIOro 3ejIeHIINKa II03BOJIUTh €My ITofepKaThcsa 3a PyKy Kpoka,
KOTZla ero TIOTHSIM B BO3AYX, UYTOOH OH MOT pacKauuBaThCS B3a[i-Blepeq], KOraa OfHa U3 ABYX
MeZCcecTep B najate Gpocusach Brepes, YToO OCTAHOBUTH ero ("Mosonoi yemoBek, Muctep Kpoxk -
aTo He Kauyenu!"). Poil Bce elre CTOSI BO3JIe IBePU C ONHUM U3 OXPAHHUKOB OOJIbHUIIE], TaK YTO
[loHHY 0Ka3aJiCd HaeauHe C IOCIIeTHEeN MEeICeCTPOM.

Korpa ox Habmogan 3a Kpokom u KoHHOpOM BMeCTe, eMy NIPUIIUIa B TOJIOBY OfHA MHICTE. 'Y KoHHOpa
€CTh PONUTENIN UIH ONEKyHHI?" HEIPOMKO CIIPDOCHUJI OH ¥ ME[CECTPHI C KyAPSIBEIMU BOJIOCAMH.
"OOBIYHO 51 He BUXKY UX, €CJIU IIPUBOXKY I'OCTEelM 0YeHb ITO3[HO, HO celiyac cepeguHa OHS..."

MepcecTpa ciierKa B3[pPOTHYyJa OT ero cjioB. "OH cupoTa", - mpolemnTana oHa B 0TBeT. OH ObLI Ha
"TloreyeHun" y CBOEH TETH, €CJIM 9TO MOXKHO Tak Ha3BaTh". B ee c/ioBax Mpo3ByYaso erkoe
IIUIIeHNe, U OHa MOSICHUIIA ellle HEMHOI0, 3aMeTHUB ero pacTepsHHBIN B3rad. "[lonuuus npuBesna
€ro crofa. Massll gyMal, 4To ero 30ByT "ypopn", KOTfa BIepBhIe oAl Clofa ABa Mecsla Ha3af. OHa
O0XUMAeT cyma'.

Huzkui PHIK, pa3I[aBlHHfICﬂ M3 OPYIroro KOHIa KOMHATEI, Al II5HHY IOHATH, YTO KpOK YCIIBIIIAI
Kazxpaoe CJIOBO, HO 3TO He IIOMeIlIalio KOHHOpy ¢ GaroroBeHreM CMOTPETH Ha TO, KaK OH U3JaeT 3TOT



3BYK. "Hayuu MeHs, Kak 370 fenaerca! Hayuu mensa!" [Ipu KaxKmoM CJI0Be OH IOOIIPLITUBaJl BBEPX-
BHU3.

Yero Obl [I9HHU HU OKU[a OT 3TOTO BU3KTA, OH He OXKUfasl, 4To Youiiia Kpok ycagut
yeThIpexJeTHEro pebeHKa K cebe Ha KOJIEHU U II0OKaXkeT eMy, KakK IIofipaxkKaTh ero phHKY.

"Y Hac ecThb CEKPETHHIN A3BIK, MuUcTep Kpok!"

"KOHEeYHO, pEIXUK".

B3pox. "9T0 6ymet moe umsi! Kpacusiii Kpok!"

Y10 XK. DTO OBITIO YTO-TO HOBEHBLKOE.

BrumManue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugeT mnepeBop
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