KoHeuyHO, OHUM HafieNl eMy Ha TOJIOBY MeIIOK. [[9HHU yKe Hadal 0XKUAaTh, YTO C HUM ITPOU30UOET
mobast CTePEOTHUITHAS Belllb; OH OB YOUBJIEH, YTO IIPOIIIO TAK MHOTO BPeMEHH, IIpeXe 4eM OH
OOCTUT 9TOU TOYKHU.

Ceiiuac OH cHfesl Ha OMHOM U3 3TUX BpalllalomIKXCs OUCHBIX CTYJILEB, HO, II0 KpaliHe! Mepe, ero
HOTH CTOSIJIM Ha 3eMJIe U He MelllajIi eMYy CJIeIo BpalaThecs. [Toe3gka Ha MalllMHe 10 MecCTa, e OH
HaXOMUJICS, TI0 KpaliHel Mepe, IIPOXOAuia B CUASYEM IIOJI0KEHUH (BCETHa 0CTaBasICAd CTpaxX, YTO IpU
TIOXUIINEHUH €T0 3aCyHYT B 0araxkKHUK).

Camoii cTpallHOM YaCThI0 3TOM BCTPEYH [0 cuX mop Owiyia peakuust CenuHbl ¥ ceMbu BaT... (?). BaT-
ceMbs - xopotee cioBo. OH Bupen, Kak [Iuk u bapOapa Hey/noBuMO cuepxkuBaiu [KercoHa 3a
3amsaCThs, a BpoCcy IPUIIOCH CUION CXBaTUTh CeNUHY 3a Taluio, KOr[a OH BBILIEJI U3 TOJIIILI TOCTEH,
4yTOOBI BCTPETUTHCS C [[2KoKepoM. OH OBIJT YBEPEH, UTO IIMUIbKA KaMUKaA3e, IPOoJieTeBNIasT Hafl
ronoBo# [I>Kokepa, Oblna ee.

II9HHY 3axXJI0mal, Iomouas K 6megHoMy MyxkunHe. "OTINYHOE UCIIOTHEHNE, HO, K COXKAaJIeHUIO, 1 He
upiaHgen", - moxas OH IyledaMu. MoxkeT ObITh, B CIIEAYIOIINH pa3 UCII0Nb30BaTh "[IaHuen" InTOHA
IIxoHna?"

[I2KOKep YXMBITBHYJICS U HETPOMKO 3acMmesncs. "4 Oyay uMeTh 3TO B BUAY".

OH cTapa’ics BHTIISAETh CIIOKOMHBIM, KOTTIa BEIXOUII U3 TJIaBHBIX ABEPE BMECTE C IIPECTYITHUKOM,
CTapaTeNlbHO UTHOPUPYS YTOJI, TOe Haxoauiach baTceMbs, 1 ockinas 000aPSIONIyI0 YIBIOKY
TIOZKUJION XKEHIIMHE, KOTopas BHITIIsIAena 6;1u3Kol K 06MOpPOKy. BeposiTHO, 06 3TOM yXKe U3BECTHO
BCEMY HHTEPHETY, TaK 4TO, Hafleloch, Xapnu u AWBu OyoyT B Kypce mpoucxopsinero. OH 3Hal, 4TO
OHM T7Ie-TO YCTAHOBUIN HA HETO MasTuoK, ¥ HaHEsJICs, YTO OH BBIAEPKUT ITO UCIHITAHKUE B PEasIbHBIX
YCIIOBHUSX.

Hu3koe XuXuKaHbe €ro... X035I1Ha... IPUBJIEKII0 BHUMaHue [[oHHK. OH IIOMBITAJICS IOBEPHYTH T'OJIOBY
B TY CTOPOHY, OTKYMa OH MOHOCHJICS, HO TYT C €r0 I'0JIOBEI CIEPHYJIH ITOKPEIBAJIO, ¥ OH OBICTPO
MOPTHYJI, EITAsCh MIPHUCIIOCOOUTHCS K 60JIee IPKOMY CBETY.

OH HaxomuJICS Ha APYroM 3abpoUIeHHOM CKyafe, 3To OblI0 0ueBUIHO. KOHewHO, 3T0 OBIIO TaK: MpU
TOM KOJIMYECTBE CKJIAZOB, YTO €CTh B ['0T9Me, Y KaXKI0ro 37107iest HaBepHsIKa OBLII0 CBOe COOCTBEHHOE
MECTO [JISI TOXUINeHu U youicTB. [lepem HUM CTOsT [I2KOKep C 3aKaTaHHLIMKM PYKaBaMu U
ycMmelnkoy Ha ry6ax. Ero ¢puoneToBbIl nuaxKak OB B pyKax y 60jiee KOPEHACTOTr0 U3 OBYX
IPUCIEIIHUKOB B KJIOYHCKUX MACKax, CTOSIBIITMX 3a HUM.

"Iouuu, [IsuHU, [[9HHU", - pa30yapoBaHHO mpobopmoTant [IxKokep. "Trl, KaXKeTCs, YKe HaBOTHUIIh
nopsanok! IIpencraBbTe cebe, Kak g pacCTPOUIICS, KOTMla MHe He II03BOHUIIU 110 TIOBOJY MOET0
co06CTBeHHOTO NoKTOHHUKA!" OH gpaMaTUYHO IIPUKal PYKY K TPYIH.

"9-3... UMEHHO 9Ta CUTYallus - BECOMEIHM apTyMeHT, II0YeMy 51 3TOT0 He chenan'.



[I>KoKep Ha MTHOBEHUE YCTaBUICS Ha HETO, Pe3K0 MOAHSB Iajiel], YToOL OTpyraTh ero, Kak pebeHKa.
" paspelrarn", - yCMeXHYJICSI OH, YKa3biBas Ha [[3HHU, CJIOBHO JaBas eMy O04ko B urpe. OH mojarari,
YTO B KOHEUHOM CYeTe 3TO U OBbIJIO AJIT HETO CBOET0 POfia UTPOH.

"Wtak..." [[oHHYU C TI0OOILITCTBOM OTJISIOEIICS TI0 CTOPOHaM. ETo XKu3HU, TOX0XKe, HUYTO He
yTPOKaso, TaK YTO OH MOT OBl IIOIBITATHCS BRISICHUTD, IIOYEMY €T0 IIPUCYTCTBHE OBIIO "3aIMpoIeHo”.

"3aBUCTbD - JKECTOKas TOCIoxka, He Tak nu?" [[:Kokep u30aBuI ero 0T He0OXOAUMOCTH IIPUAYMBIBATh
BOIIpOC Ha MecTe. "Hekasa [IxKacTuH Musiep ¢ TpyZoM CIPaBISETCA C 3TUM... OTKPOBEHUEM".

I9HHY He CMOT cHepKaThb II0Ka, KOTfla ONMH U3 IIOMOIIHUKOB B MacKe BbIBe3 ero 60cca Ha TakoM XKe
cryne. OgHAKO B UX IOJIOKEHUHU He OBUIO HU4ero oguHakoBoro. OHa Ovlla IPUKOBaHA K CTYILY
CKOTYEeM 3a 3alsiCThsd U TPYOb, a JIONbIXKKY OBUIM CTSIHYTH MOJIHUEN. Bokpyr pTa Oblyla HaMOTaHa
OaHOaHa, 3aKphIBaBIINAs €ro, HO CIe3sIIMecs Ila3a CoepKuBalu KPUKY, KOTOPEle OHa He MOoTJjia
TTPOU3HECTH.

"TloueMy OHa 31eCh?" OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCUJI [I9HHU MOCJIE TOTO, KaK MeXAy HUMU Ha MTHOBEHUE
BOIlapuJiaCh HallpsiKeHHas TUIIrHaA. OH He BUOEI APYTOoro BEIXOJA.

[IpamaTuyecKui B3[0X, IPO3BYyYaBIINN B OTBET, 3aCTaBUJI €0 HACTOPOXKUTHCA. "TO eCTh TH HE
3Haemb?" [I9HHY MPUIIIOCH yIePKUBATL ce0st OT TOTO, YTOOBI He OTKUHYTH CTYJI Ha3af, KOoTaa
[>KOoKep HaKJIOHUJICS K ero JuIly, YToOb BHUMATEIhHO eT0 U3yunuTh. He Hal[ig HUYero MHTEPECHOTO,
OH nepeMecTuics K [Ixxactus. "OHa nmogymara, 9YTO el CTOUT IOIBITAaThCS CBA3aThCA C BaMU, I1OCIIe
TOTO KaK HEKUl 4esioBeK Opocun TpyOKy". OH UTPHBO YIIUIIHYJII €€ 3a LIeKY; OTYasiHHOe U3BUBaHUE
JKePTBHI IT0KA3aJi0 ero UCTUHHBEIE HaMepeHu .

Ee peakius 3aMeTHO pa3ppaxasia KJjIoyHa, ¥ [[3HHU NBITaJICA NIPUAyMaTh, KaK BEITAIIUTh UX OTTYAQ,
HO ero MbIC/IH OBITIK yApydalollle IyCTH. BripoyeM, cefiyac 3To yxke He UMeJIo 3HaueHus, II0OCKOJIbKY
IIxoKkep CTsIHYyN OaHOaHy C ee PTa, BEITYCTHUB U3 CBOET0 60CCa pBaHbIM ITeld "moxkanyncTa, HET,
oXKaayucTa, U3BUHUTE".

"Tlonmerde, Munas", - ycMexHyJcs [12K0Kep, IPOTATUBas JIEBYIO PYKY, YTOORI ITOTJIaAUTh €€ I10 JIUILY.
[IoHHY He 3aMeTHsIa, KakK OH IOTSHYJICS APYToM PyKOoW B KapMaH OpIOK, HO IIpeXfe YeM OH yCIe
cpearuposaTs, [I2KOKep focTal U3 KapMaHa IIBETOK U OpBI3HYJI el B IuIo. "[JaBall IepeBepHeM 3TO
XMypoe nuno!”

IoHHY He OBLI TIIYIIIOM: OH OB XKuTeJieM ['0T9Ma U 3HaJl, YTO fielaeT CO CBOMMH KePTBaMU
Becensmuii ra3 [[>Kokepa. YBUAETb, KaK 9TO IIPOUCXOTUT C ero 60CCOM, - COBCEM [IPYTO€e [EeTIO.

Ee nannyeckui KpuK 000pBasics BIaXKHLIM KalllJleM, KOT{la OHa He4asiHHO BOOXHYa /. B ee ria3ax
BCE €IIe YUTAJICS CTPaX, a €€ UCIyTaHHKIH B3TJISA ObUT yCTPEMIIEH Ha HEr0, YTOOH OH MOT YBUOETh
Bech 3¢ dekT. Karrens cran mpuodpeTarth 3BYK, IEPEXOS B HU3K0E XUXUKAHbE U HaOupas CKOPOCTb.
3HaKOBas YXMBIJIKA, PACTSHYBIIASICS Ha ee JIKIe, Ka3al0Ch, TPEBOCXOMMIIa BCE aHATOMUYECKHUE
BO3MOXKHOCTHU: OHa CMesiachk, CMesiach U CMesNiach... [IBITKM He 00513aTENIbHO JOJIKHBI BKITIOUATh
n30ueHus1, YTOOBI 3aCTABUTh YeJIOBEKA JKejlaTh CMEPTH, U, CYOs 110 TOMY, Kak 00MSKJIIO ee TeJo,



IIXacTuH yYXe OBITI TOTOB IIPDUHATE €e€.

[I>koKep TOXKe 3TO 3amMeTu. "[IeTH B HAIllM JHU. Y MEHbIIIEHNE IIPOIOIKUTEIbHOCTH BHUMAHUS,
yMeHbIIIeHNEe IPONOJIXKUTEIBHOCTY IIBITOK - BUHOM TOMY IIJIOX0€ BOCIUTaHUe U cMapTdoHH". OH
CBUCTHYJI, ¥ CAMBlil BEICOKUY U3 TPEX NPUCIIEIIHNKOB KJIOYHA B MaCKe IPOTAHYJI eMy IUCTOJIET.
[I3HHM 3aKpBII I'Ma3a, Koraa [:KOKep BLICTPENM B TOJIOBY CBOEM HadyallbHULIHL.

OH cTaparcs He oOpalllaTh BHUMaHus Ha ee 6e3:XKU3HEeHHYI0 QUrypy, risgd Ha [IKokepa.

"A uT0 c pebeHKOM?" pe3ko cupocun [Iauau. Ceridyac ObI0 He BpeMs AyMaTh 0 [IKaCTHH, ee OBLIO He
cnactu. OcTaBajoCh HaleAThCS... HaJeaThCs, UTO Y HeTO ellle eCTh peOeHOK, KOTOPOT0 OH CMOXKeT
BEPHYTH TOMOMU B IIEJIOCTH ¥ COXPaHHOCTH.

[IKoKep B3TOXHY. "A 4-TO gyMaJi, 4YTO Y HaC HaKOHEL-TO HaMeTuscs mporpecc”. OH IOKPYTHUII B
pyKax MUCTOJIET U HampaBull ero Ha [13xHU. "Hy uTo? He cunu 3meck Bech AeHb!" [[9HHU CKPUNHYIT
3ybaM¥u, YCIIBIIIAB CBOM T'OTOT, HO BRITOIHUI IIpuKa3. OH Me[JIeHHO BCTaJl, He YBEPEHHHIHN B CBOEH
YCTOMYUBOCTH, ¥, YKPENUBIINCh Ha HOT'aX, YBEPEeHHO 3alarai 3a [kokepoM. KiIoyHE 3aHAIN
IIO3ULIKIO [103a41 Hero, KOr[la OHU BOILUJIX B CJIEYIOIIYI0 KOMHATY.

IoHHYU He OB YBePEeH B TOM, YTO OXKHUOAET TaM YBUAETh - MOXKeT OBITh, eIlle OMHO U3JIOMaHHOE TeJlo, -
HO, K CBOEMY OI'POMHOMY 00JIer'4YeHHI0, C TOTO MeCTa, I'ie OH CTOSJI, OH MOT BU[IETh [IbIXaHUE
MaJpunKa. Ha caMoM [ese OH Bce elre jexall Ha OOJIbHUYHON KOWKe (4TOo, II0 ero MHEHHUIO,
o0Jjieryasno ero mOXUINEeHNE) U, IT0X0XKe, cran. HecmoTpst Ha ero 6e3omacHbIl Bufl, [I9HHY BCe PaBHO
B3APOTHYJ, Koraa [I2KoKep MOAOIIes 1 IoTJIafX/ MajibuKa I10 CBET/IEIM BOjocaM, KakK OyATO TOT OBII
HOBBIM UHTEPECHBLIM ITUTOMIIEM.

"V manenskoro llloHa guarHoCTUPOBAU MKU30()PEHHUIO, - TOSICHUI KJIOYH C MPaYHOU YCMEIIKOH B
rosioce. "OH myMarl, 4TO 5 eIUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO ITOMMET, KAKOBO 9TO - OBITH HETIOHATHIM U CUUTATHCS
MoHCTpoM!" OH MPUOCTAaHOBUII CBOE ABUKEHME, HAKOHEII-TO BHITYCTUB MOJIHBIN cMeX. "OH MpOoCu
0oJbllle, YeM MOT BBIHECTH".

"Jero TH X04elIb OT Hero?"

"C HuM?" oBTOPUN [I3KOKED, ¥ Ha ero julle CHOBa [IOsIBUJIACh KyTKasd yxMmblika. "Huuero! Ha camom
Iielie, - OH CHeJlasl Iar Ha3af U LIMPOKO PACKUHYJ PYKH, - THL MOXKelllb 3a0paTh ero. CunTaiTe, 4TO
9TO MOW IIOAapoK eMy".

O, 3T0 HaBepHsKa JIOBYIIKA, TogyMasl [[9HHU, OCTOPOKHO ITPobupasick K KpoBaTH U Harubasics,
yT0OH oaxBaTUTh [lloHa Ha pyku. Yem Ovl [[:KOKep HU BHIPYOUI €ro, o KpaliHed Mepe, HeCTU
pebeHKa ObIIO JIeT4e, U 3a 3TO OH OB eMy OnaromapeH. Eciu Gkl eMy IPUIIIOCH UMETH IEJI0 C
KOPYAIIIUMCS OT CTpaxXa Pe0eHKOM, 9TO UCIBITaHKWE CTajI0 ObI TOPA3[o CTPAITHEee, Y4eM OHO OBIIIO.
B3sB ManbuyuKa 3a PyKy, OH BOIIPOCUTEIHHO II0BEPHYJICS K [IKOKepy, He 3Hasl, pa3pelieHo Iu eMy
YUTH C 3a7I0KHUKOM.



"Unu!" Ero mOXuUTUTENIb JIULIb IPUKa3ajl, OTTOHSISI UX PYKaMHU.
i p py

[I3HHM yBaXKUTEIbHO KUBHYJI T'OJIOBOY - HECMOTPS Ha TO 4YTO [IJKOKep chernas, OH, II0 KpauHeu Mepe,
1103BOJIUJI eMy YUTH ¢ [IIoHOM, 1 3TO OBIJIO BCE, UTO MMEJIO 3HaUeHNe B JaHHBIM MOMeHT. OH Hadall
IATUTHCA Ha3af K I'7IaBHOM KOMHAaTe, CTapascCh He TONKHYTh peOeHKa, 4ToOw He pa30yauTh ero.

"O, nogoxpute!" [I:KOKep HaCMELUIUBO OKJIUKHYJI €r0 C3a[4, U ero rojaoc 3X0M pa3Heccs II0 IIyCTOMY
cknagy. "d 4yTh He 3a6bII TPO CBOI MOapoK!"

bax.

KoHeuHO Xe, 51 He BLHIAAY U3 3TOU CUTYAIL[MX HEBPEOUMEIM, - IMHUYHO XMBIKHYII [[9HHU, KOTa €T0
IIPOH3UJIa KTry4das 00Jib.

BruManue! ITOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugéT mnepesop
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