OH He ITOYYBCTBOBAJI HUKAKHX 3aMETHRIX H3MEHEHHUH [I0CIIe yiIy4ineHuss KoroTb-myiu, HO ero KOTTH
cTanu 0ojee TAKEILIMH.

«JlaBaliTe IpOBEPUM», PeIuI PeliH, MOMHSAT PYKYy U HallpaBUJI KOTOTh Ha CTEHY.

OpHako oH IIPUOCTAHOBHUJICA, OCO3HAB, Kakou IIIyM 3TO MOZKET CO31dTh.

«JlagHo, s TPOCTO MPOBEPIO 3TO I03XKe», BHYTPeHHE B3J0XHYJ PeiiH 1 HallpaBUICS K OKHY.

Mmuccus B 3TOM MecTe Oblia BEITIOJIHEHA, U II0PaA OBLITO IIepexoguTh K CIIeOyIIIeMy IIYHKTY
Ha3Ha4YeHHsd.

COI"HYB KOJIEHH, OH BBRIIIPEITHYIT U3 OKHA.

*BINYYYX!*

*BIIVYYX!*

*BINYYYX!*

[TepemprIruBasi C KB Ha KPHIITY, OH OICTPO moOpancs o AHHE U [I;Kopaxka B 3a0pOLIeHHOM
IoMe.

Hapo npusHaTh, YTO miaH [IKopaKa OblI JelCTBUTENILHO XOPOIl, a oJTydeHHas UM UHpOopMaIus
OYeHb I0JIe3Ha.

«CTtapuk yMHee, 4yeM g gyMain. Y omacHee», TUXO Pa3MBILIIAT PeliH.

YMHEBIE TI0aU 00BIYHO 00JIee OTMacCHBI, YeM Te, KTO I0JIaraeTcst TONBKO Ha CUily. Bo BpeMs ux nepBoi
BCTpeun [Iopax Besl cebs cimabo u pobko, 4ToOH 3acTaBuTh PeiiHa ocnabuTh 6OUTENBHOCTD. ITO
CBHU[IETENIbCTBOBAJIO O XUTPOCTH U yMe [I3KopaxKa.

«f1 momxeH OOJbIIe CIEAUTh 3a HUM», HalloMHuUT cebe PeliH, 4TOOH He HEeIOOLEHWBATh [IKOpIKa,
HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO OH BCETO JIMIIb OOLIYHBIN YETIOBEK.

B 15 meTpax.

«YTO0-TO HE TaK?» 3afacs OH BOIIPOCOM, 3aMETHB U3OdJIEKa 00eCIIoOKOeHHOe BBEIpaXKEHHE JINIa AHHEI.

[Topoupsa K HUM, PeliH 3aMeTuJI, 4TO Pa3roBOp MeXy HUMU IIPEKPATUICI, YTO BEI3BAJIO Y HETO



IMOJO3PEHNI. EMY HEe HPaBUJINCh HOJZ[OGHHG CUTyallH, YIUTEIBAsA €TI0 HpOﬁJ’IeMH C IOBEPHUEM.

— IlepexoguMm K ciienymolled 4acTy, — IOCIEIIHO IpuKa3all PeliH pa3gpakeHHBIM TOHOM.

I>XKOpaXK MOYyBCTBOBaJ 6ECIOKONUCTBO PeliHa, HO CIIMCall ero Ha OORIYHYIO IJIsT MOHCTPA CBapIMBOCTh
1 UMIIYIbCUBHOE TTOBEIEHNUE.

— Xopo110, — KUBHYJ [IXKOPAXK U 3alPLITHYJI B IPY30BUK.

CJ'IGI[YIOH.II/IM IIYHKTOM HAa3HAYE€HUA OBLT paﬁOH PEBIHKQ, IIOCKOJIBKY OOJILIITHHCTBO BJIaJEIBIIEB
Mara3mHOB ZKHWJIK Ha BTOPOM 3TazxKe CBOHX 3aBEeJIEeHUH.

Korpa Peitn nocnemgoBant 3a [I2KopaxKeM, TOTOBSICh TPUCOEIUHUTLCS K HEMY, 0€3MITEKHOE HOUHOE
He00 BHE3aITHO ¥ 3HAYUTEIhHO U3MEHHUIOCE.

To, uTo OBII0 6€3MATEeKHEIM ITPOCTOPOM HAJl IOJIOBOM, TPEBPATUIIOCE B 37I0Bellee He00, OKpaIIeHHOe
6arpoBEIMH I10JI0CAaMM, KOTOPHIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, ITPOCAYHUBANIMCH B TEMHOTY, KaK KPOBb, ITPOJIUTAst B HOYH.

Korpa PeliH B3rsiHYT BBEPX, [0 €T0 II03BOHOYHUKY ITpo0ekaja IPoxKb, @ MHCTUHKTH 3aTPeneTany
oT 0eCIIOKOUCTBA.

YT0-TO OBITIO HE TakK, U BO3OYX I'VOEJI OT HalIPAXKEHNA, 3aCTaBJIsAd €0 HEPBEL OBITH Ha rmpenerie.

HaxmypuB OpoBH, OH 00MEHSIJICS HACTOPOXKEHHBIM B3TISIAOM C AHHOM, MO/T4a BOIIpoIas, He
IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa JIX U OHa 3JI0BelLre U3MeHeHUs B aTMochepe.

PeliH 3aMeTHI IIIOKKHPOBAHHOE BEIPAXKEHHE JIUIla AHHEI ¥ YBH[IEI, KaK OHa CHesaja Inar Ha3af.
Hecmortps Ha youBneHue, AHHa ObICTPO BepHyIa cebe camMmoo0iagaHue, CKpeIs CepAlle, YTOOk!
CKPHBITH JTIOOBIE TTPU3HAKK CIa00CTH.

— YT0 9TO, YepT BO3bMHU, TaKOE? — BOCK/IMKHYJ PeiiH, MPUKOBAB B3TJISAM K MapSILIIM B BO3AyXe
4YeJI0BeKOIOno0HEIM urypam.

K ero ynusneHnuio, oHa Oblza He OfHA, a IeJbIX TPH.

*BIIYYYX!*

AHHa TyT Xe 3alpheIrHyja Ha KPHILIIy TPY30BUKA.

— Peiin, oHY omacHBI! — Mpepympeausia OHa U BCTajla B 000POHUTEIbHYIO MTO3UIUI0: BOKPYT Hee
3alIUTHHIM 0apbepoM 3aKPYTHUIUCH KPOBABbIE HUTH.



YBumes CEPBE3HOCTL, IPOCTYIINBIIYIO Ha €€ JINIie, Peiin IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK B 2ZKUBOTE€ Y HETO
3aBA3BIBAETCA y3€Il. OHa melCTBUTEIBHO 00s171aCh.

OOBIYHO yBepeHHas B ce0e U CHJIbHAs JeBYIIKa Telleph ApoxKaja, U Ha ee JIUIle YUTAJICS CTpax.

«HacKoJIbKO Ke CUIbHEL 9TH MTapHHU, YTOORI OHA TakK 60s7ack?» mpobopmoTat mpo cebs PeliH, ero
MBICJTH METAJIUCh B HEYBEPEHHOCTH.

OH He OBII OJOCTAaTO4YHO CHUIJIEH, YTOORI OEHUTL UX CUITY, IO3TOMY MOT ITOJIaraTbCA TOJIBKO Ha CBOU
NHCTHUHKT, KOTOpBIIZ KpHu4dall eMy, 4TO Hy2KHO 0exKaTh.

Ecnu ObI ero MHTYHUIUS MOTJIa TOBOPUTH, OHA, CKOPEe BCETo, CKa3aa Obl 4TO-TO Bpofe: «beru, PeiiH,
oeru!»

Ho, HecMOTps Ha OUeBUMHBINM pa3phiB B YPOBHE CUJIH], PeliH 3HaJ, 4TO HE MOXKET IT03BOJIUTE cebe
IOAOATHCS CTPaxy.

B 3TOT MOMEHT eMy HY2KHO OBLIO YCIIOKOMTHCS ¥ BCE XOPOUIEHbKO 06myMaTh. OH HAlTOMHUT cebe
CTapyIo MocyoBuIly: «Tam, rfie ecTh BOJIS, €CTh IyTh». (€CIIHM BHl HOCTATOYHO YBJIE€YEHEI TEM, UTO
IleJlaeTe WU IJIaHUPYeTe [eflaTh, Bbl 0053aTeIbHO HalgeTe criocod JoOUThLCS ycrexa)

Tpu yenoBekonogoOHbIe GUTYPH HaYald MeAJIEHHO CIIyCKaThCs ¢ Heba, TOCTENeHHO pacKphiBas
mepeq riasaMu PeliHa CBOM YEpPTHI.

[Topa3uTenbHO, Kak JIETKO 3TU TPU GUTYphl OPOCUIIM BHI30B IPABUTALIMM, 3aBUCHYB B BO3JyXe, CJIOBHO
CTyTlas 110 HEBUAUMBIM IIJIaThOpMaM.

CpeJII/I HUX OB OOWH MY2KYHWHa 1 IBE XKEHIIIWHEI, BCE C HEOOBIYHEIMM O€JIBIMM BOJIOCAMHU U
IIPOH3UTEJIbHEIMU KPaCHBIMHU I'JIa3aMH.

Myxu4rHa OB OET B YepHOe oduIManbHOe MTajbTo, YKpallleHHOe KpacHOU JIEHTOU Ha I0sCe, U
IepKaJ B pyKaxX YepHYI0 TPOCTh, YKpalleHHYI0 KPaCHBIM IIapoM.

,]:[Be OEBYIIIKHW, HAIIPDOTUB, OBLIN OIETHI B YEPHEIE TOTUYECKHE IIJIaThd, KOTOPEIE 0OTSTHBAJIN BCE UX
TEeJlo. ,[[a}Ke UX Ien OBIIH CKDEITEI TOHKKM CJIOEM IIEJIKd, YKPAII€eHHBIM HEeOOIBIITIMH OTBEPCTUAMH,
qyepe3 KOTOPhIE BUOHEJIACh KOXKa.

Vix 6e3ynpedHbl BHEITHUM BUM CUJIBHO KOHTPACTHPOBAJI C UX 37I0# aypoi.

HO}KaHYfI, TONBKO AHHA MOrJja COIIEPHUYATh C 3TUMHU OBYMS OEBYIIKAMHU, XOTA U HE C 00JIbIINM
OTPLIBOM. «KTO 3TN mogu?» BHYTPEHHE HeJOyMeBaJl Peiin, neiTasCch peninTh, 4YTO OejIaThb OaJIbIIIe. On
He MoT cebe IIpeacCTaBUTh, YTO OHU IIPHUIIIIIH, YTOOBI YIOTHO m000JITaTh U BEIIUTH YalIKy 4as.



— AHHa, — CcKa3aJl KpaCHBLIN MTapeHb C KOPOTKUMHU OeNTbIME BOJIOCAMHU, 3a4eCaHHbIMU HABEPX, U B €T0
rojioce CJIBIIIANOCh CTPAHHOE 9X0, 3acTaBuBllee PeliHa 3aiyMaThCs, He CIIPATaH JIU Y HETO The-
HUOYyOb YCUIIUTETL 3BYKA.

«Ona ero 3HaeT? ToJIbLKO He TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO 9TOT ITapeHb - TalHbIH JTIIOO0BHUK WUJIA YTO-TO B 3TOM
poxe?» momymar PeliH, U B ero rojioBe TYT JKe BO3HUKJIA IpaMaTUdeCcKue CIleHapuy IpsiMo U3
MBITIBHOU OTIEPHI.

— K10 TH? — crpocuiia AHHa, B €€ TOJI0CE CIIbIIIaINCh HOTKY pa3apakeHus. Brjo BUMHO, YTO OHA
IBITAETCS COXPAHUTh caMooOIafaHre, HECMOTPS Ha HaBJIeHHE CO CTOPOHEI BCEX TPOUX.

PeliH, HapOTUB, MOJTYaJI, IPHUHSIB POJIb IPOCTOI0 CTOPOHHEro HabmonaTens. OH 3HAJI, YTO B 9TOH
O6uTBe eMy He 1MoOeuTh, II03TOMY MIPEANoYesl MOI4YaTh ¥ BEIKUAATh, KOTHA MOSBUTCS IIaHC cOeXKaTk.

A uTo KacaeTcst AuHEL U [[kopaxa? Mx cynbba ero He BonHOBasa. [IpaBaa, OHM eMy O4Y€Hb ITOMOTIH,
HO OH HUKOI'[a He IIPOCUJI UX O IIOMOILH.

Ckopee, AHHa caMa BOIIIIa B €TI0 XKU3Hb, I09TOMY OH He YyBCTBOBaJI Ce051 OTBETCTBEHHBLIM 3a HHUX.

Kpome Toro, n3o6paxkath u3 ceds reposi ceivyac ObU10 OBl MIMOTH3MOM: HACKOJIBKO OH 3HAJI, 9TOT
0eJI0BOJIOCHIH IMapeHs MOT ObI BMUT IIPEBPATUTE €0 TEJIO B IIbLIIb.

OH He HACTOJIBKO 3a6TyKmancs, YTOOk BEPUTh, UTO €I'0 CKPHITAst CUIa KPOBHOT'O POMICTBA
yHacJIeoBaHHAs OT MOTYIIIECTBEHHOTO OTIIa, BHE3AITHO MPOOYIUTCS U MTO3BOJIUT EMY IEPENPHTHYTh
yepe3 ypoBeHb. Ecu GBI 9T0 OBIIO TaK, OHa OB Y2Ke IIPOSIBUIIACh B €T0 ITPOIIION KU3HHU.

BenoBomockli KpacaBel] YIIOHYJICS, IpeXkae 4eM NpeiCTaBUThCSI: — MeHs 30ByT AneKcaHfp. I TBou
JKeHUX, — 00BSBUT OH C 6J1ar0poOICTBOM.

«Kenux? Ecnu Tak, 3HAUUT, OHU MIPULIUIN HE IJIS TOTO, YTOOH YOUTH HAc. XOPOIIIO, XOPOIIOo»,
ycrnokousn ce6st PeitH, mo4uyBCTBOBaB POOIECK HaoeXK Ibl.

«[IpocTo 3abepuTe ee U, MOKAIYHUCTa, OCTaBbTE MEHS B II0KOE», TUXO J0OABUTI OH, HAZIESICh, YTO €TO0
XKeJlaHue UCIOTHUTCS.

— MHe Bce paBHO! 4 m00II0 TOIBKO OOHOTO YeI0BeKa, U 9TO - PeliH! — romoc AHHH 3By4al
y6exXIeHHO, ee ra3a IIbIJIaid PEeIIMMOCTRI0, KOTla OHA CTOsI/Ia Ha CBoeM. «Kakoro 4epTa TH
[ellaelllb, Tynas UOU0oTKa?» Bop4yas PerH, He B cuax caepxaTh IPOKIATHM, II0Ka AHHA TOJIKaja ero
HaBCTpeYy BEPHOU CMEPTH.

«4l 3HAI0 3TO, XKEHIIUHE - nmorubesb Bcex MY}K‘-II/IH!» CKpHUIIE]I OH 3Y6aMI/I OT JoCafnbl, HagedacCh, 9TO
AneKcaan BOCIIPDHMET CJIOBa AHHEH KaK IMIYyTKY, YBUOEB, KAKUM YPOOJIUBEIM U CTPAIIIHBEIM OH OBIII.



HpOHI/IH CYILBGBI 3aKJII049aJiaCh B TOM, 9YTO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI obJieryeHue OT TOro, YTO
He IIEPEeBOIINIOTUJICA B CYIIEPCEKCYAJIbHOT'O ITaPHS, KdaK B T€X POMaHaX-KJIUIIIE.
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