— Tol... YTOo THI 3a CyIIECTBO? — BRIpaxKeHue nuila [IpeBHeH ObII0 Ype3BHIYaHO CEPhE3HBIM, ITIOTOMY
YTO HUKTO JIy4Ille Hee He 3HaJl, KaKKe yKaCHBIe BeIlly MPOU30UIYyT B OyIyIIeM, eCJIH XPOHOIOTHS
OTKJIOHUTCS!

~PeB~

HamonoBuHy TpaHCchOpMUPOBaHHEIA JIof CHOBa H3Mall yrpoxKaIui peB. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT,
KOr7la OH coOupasicst HarmacTh Ha [IpeBHIOI0, pyKa Jloga BHe3alTHO CXBaTuia Kpai 6eoi KOCTSHON
MAacCKH.

~Kaua!~

Pyka c cuyo¥ cphbiBaia 0eIyi0 KOCTSHYI0 MAacKy, ¥ MOHCTD M3/ajl XKa00HbIH KPUK, pa3MaXuBas
3aHIIaKyTo. Ka3amoch, OH MBITAJICS IOMEIATh CHSITHIO MACKH.

— Yto 310? — [IpeBHAA ClIerkKa HaxXMypujach, HO He CTaja UCIO0Ib30BaTh BO3MOXKHOCTD JJIs
HamafeHus. BMecTo 3TOro oHa CIIOKOMHO Hal0Ioqana co CTOPOHHI.

~Tpeck... Tpeck...~

[To mepe TOTO, CHUManach Oennas KOCTsHAs Macka, [IpeBHsIsS BCE O0Ibllle BUAEIA JIUIIO0 MO CTPaHHO!
MaCKOH.

— OTo Ha caMoM [iejie 4esioBeK? — JIpeBHss Oblna youBneHa. OHa NeMCTBUTENIbHO He OXKHUAasa, YTO
MOHCTP Ha CaMOM [ieJie OKaXKeTCs YeJI0BeKoM!

— A... ybupatica u3 moero Tena! — 3aBonun Jlof.

Bons Jloma, HaKOHeII, B3sijIa BePX, MMOJTHOCTHIO IIOJABUB OCTABIIMECS HeraTUBHbLIE sMoIuK XTOoHa. OH
HCTEePUYECKHU B3PEBEJI U IOMBITAJICS COPBATh 0e/yi0 KOCTSIHYIO MaCKy, 3aKPHIBABIIYIO €T0 JIUII0!

~Kaua!l~
C xpycTsiuM 3ByKoM Gelast KOCTSHAs MacKa IIOJIHOCThIO OTOpBaiiach OT ero juia!

— Oyx... HakoHe—To0 5 BepHyJCd... — ycTasuo cka3aj Jlon. Korga oH OTKPELI I'J1a3a, BEIpaXkeHue ero
JIulla BHE3aIlHO 3aCThHIIO.

JIpicasi KeHIIMHA B XKeJITOM XajlaTe CIIOKOMHO pa3risifgbiBaja ero, Kak Oy[TO OH ee 0OUeHb
UHTEepPeCcoBall.

IIpeBHAA...

— 3-9M... [IpuBet! — ckazan Jlom.

ITo cpaBHeHwuIo ¢ JlomoM, [IpeBHsIsT OBII TOPa3o CIIOKOWHEe.

— IToOpbIit Beuep, MOJIOIO0M YeI0BEK, — OTBETHU/Ia OHa.

Jlog rymoro B3mMOXHYIT U 3aCTaBHUI ce0sT yCIIOKOUTHCS. Ceffyac eMy Hesb3s ObII0 TaHUKOBATh!
Bexatn?

Haxe He myMait 00 3ToM. IT0 ObII0 3epKanbHoe M3MepeHue, KoTopoe [IpeBHSS TUYHO OTKpHIIa. He



TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO 9TO faxKe He MPoeKIusa XTOHa, Pa3pymuTh ee ObII0 OB HEBO3MOXKHO!
OH MOT TOJIBKO IIPU3HATh CBOE IIOpaxeHue!
Cyns o TeKyuuM pe3yiabTaTaM, 3TO OB JIy4lInii BEIOOD!

Jlog motmipaBuyT pa30uThEIe OYKY U CKa3an: — f He oxXupjasn yBUAETh TeOs B TaKOM cUTyaluu. MHe
O4YeHb XKaJlb, YTO S IO3BOJIAJI BAaM YBUIETh MEHS C YPOAJIMBOM CTOPOHEI TOJIBKO Cerdac.

— 3TO He UMeeT 3HaUYEeHHUsI, — OTBETHUIIA OHa.

I peBHsS BHITIISIAENA JOBOJIBHO CIIOKOMHOM. OHA MSTKO yNIBIOHYIACh U CKa3ana: — MoJIofo# YeJoBeK,
BBl He coOMpaeTech MPeiCTaBUTLCS ?

JIom MOKIOHUIICS, KaK IXKEHTIbMEH, ¥ CKa3all: — BepxoBHBEIM Mar, BEl MOXKETEe Ha3bIBaTh MEHS
IOrpam XarmBarsbT.

— XamBanbT? — [IpeBHss YNRIOHYIACh, BHTIISAASA TaK, CJIOBHO XOTeJla B 3TO IIOBEPUTh, — THI He
X0Yelllb PaCKPHIBaTh CBOE HACTOSIIIee UMS, IIOTOMY 4TO OOHUIILCS, UTO g Oy[y IIpecaeqoBaTh TBOE
"mporrmoe"?

Y mpyroi myimu, CKpBITOM IO ruraeM, ObIJIO iBa COBEPIIEHHO pPa3HHIX NKla. B rnasax [peBHEN 0HU
OBbLTH SICHBI KaK IEHb, TI03TOMY OHA, ECTECTBEHHO, He ToBepua ciaoBaM Jlofa.

B rny6une pyum Jlon 3Has, HO YIBIOHYJICS U HUYEro He CKas3all.

— 3a0ynb 00 3TOoM... — [IpeBHSS MaxHyla PyKo# u 6ecriedyHo cKa3ana: — [T0CKOIbKY TH He XO4elllb
3TOTO TOBOPUTE, 51 He Oymy Te0s MpUHYKIATh.

— Bnaropapio Te0s 3a moHuManue, [IpeBHss, — ciaoBa Jloma OBITH NCKPEHHUMH.

[IpeBHsAA ITOMOIYala, a 3aTeM CKa3amna: — Ho... B3aMeH TH J0/I2K€H OTBETUTh Ha HECKOJIBKO MOUX
BOIIPOCOB.

— IMoxarnyiicTa, CripalliuBaiTe, s COeJai0 BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH BCE 00BsICHUTL BepxoBHOMY Mary.
YuuteiBas penyrauuio BepxosHoro Yapopes, Jlooy ocTaBaloCh TOJIBKO COTJIACUTHCS.

— XTOH, 3TO THI U3THAJ €ro? — CIpPOCHUa OHa.

— [la, s DOoporo 3amiaTui 3a 3To, — noaTeepnu Jlog,.

— Yrto-xk... Xopoio. BTopoit Bommpoc, 4To 9TO ceryac OBII0... — CHOBaA CIIpocuiia JIpeBHSS.

— Mens o6maHyn XTOH... — Hayas oTBeudaTs Jlof, HO [IpeBHSs ero mepebuna.

— Hackonbko 51 3Hal0, B YepPHOM Marui, moxoxe, HeT TaKOTo 3aKJIMHAHUS, KOTOPOE MOTJIO Obl
IIpeBpalllaTh el B MOHCTPOB, BEPHO? — CIIPOCHIIA OHA.

— OTo HOBas cujia XToHa, — oTBeTw Jlom.
— O... [lymae1sp, s IOBEPIO B 9TO? — C YCMEIIKOX Mpou3Hecsna [[peBHs.

— Botocs, Tebe mpupmeTcst B 9TO MOBEPUTh, — MHITANCT yoeouts Jlom.



[IBa cTaphIxX JKcCa, CTapbli ¥ MOJIOOOM, TOCMOTPENH APYT Ha Apyra U pacCMesiIucCh.
— Xaxaxa...
— Xa-xa-xa...

Jlopg TimaTenbHO 00myMall 3TU CJIOBA, CTapasiCh He BRI3BATh MON03peHuN y [IpeBHEeH, U CBAJIUII BCIO
BUHY Ha XTOHa.

B mo6oM criydae, 3TOT TapeHb He MOT IIPUUTU CHOBA, TaK 4TO JIy4lle OBIJIO CBAJIUTh BUHY Ha HETO!

[IpeBHSd 3aAyM4YMBO KUBHYJIa ¥ CKa3aja: — f nmoHuMar. Torga, XamBaabT, y MeHS IIOCIIEJHUN
BOIIPOC.

— Iloxanyiicra, cupamuBay, [IpeBHsass, — cornacuics Jlof.

BripaxeHnue nuia Jloga 66110 clieTKa Cepbe3HbIM. BO3MOXKHO, 3TOT MOCIEIHUN BOIPOC OBITT TEM, YTO
OEeNCTBUTEbHO HHTEPECOBao IpeBHI0Io.

B3arnsap [IpeBHel ObUT TAaKUM Ke XOJIOMHBIM, KaK y CTaJld, ¥ aypa, KOTOPYIO OHAa U3JTydasia, BHE3aIlHO
M3MEHHUIIaCh.

HeiHemHsis [IpeBHsst ObIn HacTOSIIUM BepxoBHEIM Marom!
3alllMTHUK 3TOT0 U3MEPEHHUS, OOUH U3 CUJIbHEUIINX JII0fed Ha 3eMiie!

— Tet... KTo TBI? — TOsmoc [IpeBHel OblI HEPOMKHM, HO OT HEIr0 HCXOMWIIO OLIyLIeHWe MaBIeHUS, —
[ToueMy peka BpeMeHHU He MOXKeT Ha0TI0aTh 3a TBOUM IIPOLIIBIM?

Yepr!
Jluno Jlopma crmerka u3MEHUIIOCh, ¥ OH JTUXOPAA0YHO 00yMbIBaI OTBET!
9T0 OblsTa cephe3Has mpobieMa.

[TockombKy y Hee B pyKax Obi1o I'ma3 AramoTTo, BepxoBHasi Moria HabIiofaTh IPOLUIYI0, HACTOSIIYIO
1 OynyIIyio BpeMeHHYIO KAy BCeX Iapajlle/IbHbIX BCeJIeHHBIX.

B ¢unanvHol 6utBe McTuTenei, JokTop CTPIH[XK MCII0JIb30BaJI 3Ty CIIOCOOHOCTH s TpocyeTa 14
MUJITMOHOB OyAyIIUX U HallleJl eMUHCTBEHHOE Oyaylee, KOTOpoe MOTJio mobenutsk TaHoca!

IpeBHsS UCTOMb30Baja ['11a3 AramoTTo, 4T0OR HabmogaTh 3a OyIyIIMM ¥ BOBPEMS IIpefoTBpallaTh
HEKOTOphIe KPYIHEIE KaTacTpodsl. OpHako Jlog Haxomuics BHe 30HbI HaOmogeHus. OH ObIT KaK
"IepeMeHHas" B 9TOM MHPe U He CYIIeCTBOBAJ BO BCEX BPEMEHHEBIX TUHUSIX!

9T0 OBITI0 BO3MYTUTETBHO!
NmenHO n3-3a 3TOr0 [IpeBHSs 3amana 3TOT BOIPOC.

Bupst, uto Jlon morpy3uscs B MojiuaHue, [IpeBHSS OCTOPOKHO Celiana IIar BIepef, U OaBlieHue
TOXKEe CTaJI0 CUJIbHEE.

— Yro? — GecneyHo cupocuia [IpeBHssi, — Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC TPYIHO OTBETUTH?



OTBeTHUTDb Ha caM BOIIPOC OBIII0 HETPYMHO.
Hacrosimas TpygHOCTH 3aK/I04anach B cienyoieM... Kakoro orsera xortena [IpeBHASI?

InvHHas peKa BpeMeHHU He Morja HabmogaTh 3a ero MpoIIbIM. ITO AOMKHO ObIIO OBITH BEI3BAHO
IBOMCTBEHHHIMU MPUYUHAMU €TO BHYTPEHHEN CHCTEMHI ¥ IePEPOKIEHHUS.

Ho on He Mor cka3ats [IpeBHel npasay!
EMy ocTaBanoch TOIBKO PUCKHYTDH U TOIPOOOBATH!
Jlog riy©60oKO B3OOXHYN M CKal3asl: — ... 4YeloBexK.

— A? — [IpeBHss nopHsAIa GPOBY, U XOJIO B €€ Ila3ax MOCTENEHHO YCUIIIICS, — JTO He TO, YTO 5
X04Y 3HATh.

— XMMMM, — Ha nutie JIofa IOsIBUIICS OTTEHOK ropeyH, Korga OH 6eCIIOMOIITHO CKa3an: — Kak s
B0OOIIIe MOT'y PeluTh Mpo6IeMy, CBI3aHHYIO C PEKOM BpeMeHu? MoxKeT OBITh, 3TO U3-3a XTOHA?

I peBHSs ClerKa IPUIIypUia Tla3a ¥ HOIro CMoTpesa Ha Jloaa.

Tompko Korma JIom mOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE €TI0 TEJIO APOKHUT, [IpeBHsIsS yOpaa CBOIO aypy U
BEPHYJIACh B MpexkHee MATKoe cocTosiHue. OHa TUXO B3[MOXHYJA U CKa3asl: — To, UTO TH CKa3all,
MMEET CMBICII. XTOH HeHCTBUTENIbHO MOXKET 3TO CHeNlaTh. BO3MOXKHO, 51 OblyIa CIIMIIKOM BCTPEBOXKEHA.

Ycnex!
Jlon TyT e B3mOXHYI ¢ oOneryenueM. OH ObUT 0ueHb Onarogaped XToHy!
Ecnu Ol XTOH He B35 BUHY Ha ce0s1, BepxoBHbI Mar He oBepu1 OBl €My Tak JIeTKo!

— Momnopoii yenoBek, — [IpeBHSIS MHOTO3HAYUTEJIbHO MOCMOTpena Ha Jloma u cka3an: — Haperocs,
THI IIOMHHIIIb, YTO CKa3aJl cerogus. Hukorma He 3a0BIBaii, YTO TH YEJI0BEK, 3€M/ISHUH!

— 4 Oyny moMHUTS... [IpeBHASA! — cepbe3HOo KKBHYI Jlon. OH onpefeneHHO He CcTal Obl OTPUIIATh
3TOT (paKT.

— Bynb ocTopoxkeH ¢ cuioi XToHa. 9TO MOXKeT OBITh 04eHb 0IIaCHO, — [IpeBHSS IOBEPHYIACh U
OTKPHLIa ITPOCTPaHCTBEHHBIM ITOPTaJ, OCTAaBUB Iociie cebst TpocTyio dhpa3y: — Ecnu T X0uelb
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh 3Ty cuily B OymymieM, Haiigu MeHs B Kamap-Tamgxe.
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