HecMmoTps Ha 3ByuaBliIee B ronoce [Ixkepukca apyxemntodue, muio [IlupoHa ocTanoch HEM3MEHHBIM.
[la 1 OTBeT moCegoBaa BeCbMa MPOXJIafgHbIMN.

«JlaBHO He BUMEJNUCH, [I:KEepUKC.»

OH Mor 0B, KOHEYHO, BEXKJINBO IIOKJIOHUTLCS, KaK TOro oxXunaj cobecenuuk. Ho He cTas aToro
oenarTh.

IToBucno KOPOTKO€ MOJIYaHHE.

['ma3a Xusuc ee pa3 ctpaHHo O6necHynu. OHa mocMoTpena Ha [lIlupoHa ¢ HeuuTaeMbBIM BhIpakeHueM
Ha JIuIe.

Badwu u I'ynbTenH Ka3anuck youBaeHHBIMU. [[IUpoH He OB TaK X0I0HeH B 00LeHNN C HUMU. Tak ¢
yero Takoe oTHomeHue K [[xkepukcy? O6a ABHO He IOHUMAJIH, YTO ITPOHUCXOOUT.

B To e BpeMs OHU He MOTITIM BUMIETh, YTO BhIpaxaeT JUl0 caMoro [Ixkepukca. Beob To CKpriBalia
30710Tasl MackKa, He IIPOIMyCKaBIllas 3MOLKUN HOCUTeNsA. Ha MUT Telno ero, Ka3aaoCh, HAIPATI0Ch, HO...
Ha OCHOBE OHOT0 3TOT0 TPYAHO IMOCTUYDb YYBCTBA YeJIOBEKa.

«Xo0-x0-x0! [la yX, maBHeHbKO! BoceMHanuaTh jeT, Kak-HUKaK! CpOK NPUIUYHBIN...» - [I)KEepUKC
paccMesinics, cTapasich gefiaTh Buf, 0yaTo noenenue [llupoHa HUUYTH ero He 3agesno. Ho, moxoxe,
Iaxke TaKOMy 3Melo, KaK OH, THEB COepKaTh OBUI0 HEIPOCTO. II0TOMY OH B KOHIIe OPOCHUII. - «...He TaK
nu? ITopo#t BOCEMHAMATh JIET MEHSIOT JIIOEN CIUIIKOM CUIbHO!»

Bo3M0KHO, B TOM KPBIJICS HAMEK, YTO ITPOU30UIN BCTpeda B cTaphle JoOpkie BpeMeHa, [IIupoH He
nocmeJt Obl Iep3uTh. [0BOPHII OH KaK HU B UEM He OBIBasIo, OJHAKO B CJI0BaX SBCTBEHHO MTPO3Bydasa
IITUIbKA.

[IIupoH ycmen 3aMeTUTh, Kak B ria3ax [[Kepukca Ha MUAT OTpa3uiach HeKas CTpaHHAas SHEPTUs.
[TycTh U110 3a MAcCKOM, HO rjla3a TaKUM 00pa30M He CKDHITh.

To, 4To B HUX TPOMeJIbKHYII0, 66110 [IIMpoHY X0polo 3HaKOMO. M moTomMy y3HaBaeMo.

9T0 XKejaHue YOUTh KOro-HUOYIb... TO, YTO HA3BIBAIOT JIFOIU JIIOTOM 3710008 !

OnHaxko JIKepuKC TIOfaByUII THEB ¥ CMEHUN TeMy. [ITI0XHYBIIMCh Y KOCTPa, OH Cpa3y 3aTOBOPHII O
ey cobpaHus.

«C mpuxomoM 31M0Ha, Ml BCe CHOBa BMecTe. C TeX Iop, KakK MOCENOK BOCEMHAAIATh JIET Ha3aj
obpaTunu B memner, Hac mopa3bpocaro... JIamHo, pa3 yK MBI 3[0eCh, aBaiiTe TOBOPUTD O [eJlaX.
Ilymaro, BCe U3 HaC IIPUHSAJIU BUOEeHUE roCIIoguHa BepxoBHOro xkpena? Koy Tak, [OragblBaeTEeCh,
YTO 51 XO4Y 0OCYIUTD.»

KoHeuHO ke, B BUAy OH UMeJI OCTaBJIEHHOE AJid AeTei IrMOHTOM JIycuBaHOM Haciepnue. 30ech
JIAIIHYE MOSCHEeHUS He TPeOOBaJIKCE.

Ha nutie badu pacupena ynei6ka. Emy Ov110 110 mytre, 4To [[KepHUKC IePBHIM 3aTPOHYII TO, YTO
cobuparscs 06CynuTh caM CTapHK.

Xu3uc He BBIKa3asa sMonuii. I1o e€ HeBO3MYTUMOMY BUAY HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOHSTH, O YEM OHA
IyMaeT B MaHHbLIM MOMEHT.



JIuk I'ynbTenHa, MyCTh COBCEM HEMHOTO, HO UCKa3uics. [Tonyanbd ere pa3 roy0oKo B3OOXHYII.
[Toxoxke, pelasich BCE MPOSICHUTD MIPSIMO celiyac. ManeHbKUM AMYK Toxke Hanpsarcs. OH 3aMeTun
HACTPOU OpaTa U IMOHSJ, YTO CKOPO HAUHETCS.

Hakonen, nuno [Iupoxa, momo6H0 XU3KC, 0CTANIOCh CIIOKOMHEIM. BO3MOXKHO, OH ¥ 4yBCTBOBaJI
HEPBO3HOCTL UM CMYIIEeHNEe, HO HUKaK 3TOro He I0Ka3all.

[laxxe HANPOTUB, YyTh YNILIOHYJICS U KUBHYJI. BO3MOXKHO, UMeJI 0XKUOAHUS, UYTO UMEHHO [[2KepuKC
IIOOHUMET 3Ty TeMY IIEPBEIM?

ToT xke GBICTpI:IM B3rjnsgaoM OKHMHYJI OCTaJIbHEIX, OLI€HUBaAA PEaKIInIo.

[To utoram ocMmoTpa [IKEepUKC YyTh CABUHY OpOoBU. EMY He MOHPABUIIOCH OTCYTCTBHE PEAKIUH CO
ctoponbl Xuauc u [llupoHa. M ecnu oT geBYIIKH TOTO €I1é MOXKHO 0XKHUAATh, TO BOT ITOBEEeHNE apHS
03a/IayuBaIo.

Opuaxko xpebuit Oporres. Y [I:kepuKc 3aTapaTOPHII, CJIOBHO OIacasiCh, YTO ero mpepByT: «Ham
cnenyeT o0benuHUTHCS! TOIBKO TOTa y HAac OyheT 1MIaHC IIPOTHBOCTOSITh MOAOHKAM 13 CBSIIEHHON
nMmnepuu Jlyan. 1 BOT Mos upes - MyCTh KaXK[AbIM IlepefacT Bce cBou cuibl! [JaBaiiTe BOCCTAaHOBUM
eIUHCTBO 11epkBU KpoHoca! Cam s Tak u chenalo, ogaBasi IpuMep.»

He ycnen on 3amonyats, ['yibTenH BocupoTuBuics: «f mac! Ecnu XxoTuTe, MOTY OTHATh JOCTaBIIEECS
MHe Hacjegue Xusuc. Ho 3To He 3HAYUT, 4TO 5 OyAy BIUBATHCS B €UHYIO IIEPKOBL», - YBEPEHHO
IIPOU3HEC OH.

«AX THI!..»

I>KepuKC He yCIIeJl cCpearupoBaTh, Kak THeB badu yxKe BrImecHyncsa HapyXy. CTapuK HacTaBWI Ha
['ynpTenHa masel, ©3 KOTOPOTO XJIBIHYJIA Pe3Kasi CTPYS BOMHL.

Ho nonyanb¢ He cobupascs IOKOPHO TepneTh mo6ou. OT BomHOM cTpyu badu oH 110BKO yBepHYIcs. U
TYT K€ CIEeNu Ianbilkl, o0palasch K cuiie MoTHUH.

He ocrtancs B cTopoHe 1 Manenbkuu fIMyK, BO3[eB PyKU Haf rojioBoil. Haneren Betep. Boxas
TEMHBIX 371b()0B HE aTaKoBaj cpa3y, OGHAKO Hajl IOHATh, YTO B ClIydyae HyKOkl BMelnaeTcs. Cuse
BLI3BAHHOT'0 UM BeTpa IIOPa3UINCh BCE.

EnBa 6paTBH 0003HaAYNIH COIIPOTUBJIEHUE, KaK 00eBEIe TEMHEIE SHB(i)I:I ITIOBCKAKHWBAJIU C MECT U
HATAHYJIN JIYKH.

[Toxoxe, Bce HACTPOEHH HA CEPbE3HEIH 0!

[Tycts Badu u xKpen craporo KpoHoca, HO B IPOTUBOCTOSHUY C ['yIbTeMHOM U ManieHbKUM AMyKOM
€My IIPUAETCS HEIPOCTO.

CremnaB GbICTPYIO OIIEHKY TPOTUBHUKOB, BMeIIanach X1U3uc:

«JloBonbHO, Badu! MuI Xe faxe He BHICIYILIAIN BCETO, UTO XOTeNI cKa3aTh ['ynbTenn! A y Hero
HaBepHSIKa UMEITCS JOBOILL. »

Crapuk 3aKycun ry0y, HO IarHys Ha3af,. ['yiabTenH u ManeHbKui AMyK ToXkKe OTCTYIUIH, IIPEPBaB
TaK ¥ He Ha4aBIIYIOCA aTaky.

[>KeprKC CHOBA BHICTYIIUJI C UHUIIMATHBOM. B ronoce 3a3By4ar yIpex.



«JTapgro. KOsk yK Tak BHILIIO, faBauTe nociayinaeM ['ynpTenna. [Touemy Tel He cornacen?! HeyxTo
Tak He0arogapeH, 4To 1no3absi 06 0Ka3aHHOU KynbToM KpoHoca MUIOCTH?»

«HuuyTh. { MOMHIO MUJIOCTh KPELIOB KyIbTa U MOYUBIIEro BepxoBHOro Xkpena. [IoToMy ¥ cKa3arl,
YTO C PAlOCThI0 BEPHY XU3KUC BCE, UTO OT HUX MONy4YuIl. HO OCHOBHOM MOM fap - Marus CTUXUU
Momnuauu. Y oH He oT KynibTa KpoHoca. 3To Hacienre TEMHBIX 31b¢GoB! CKaxy 00bIle, TEMHBIM
37b(aM MPUIITIOCH T0KEPTBOBAaTh MHOTHM Pafy CllaCeHUs Moel XKu3Hu. U Tenepb MOU JOMT -
3a00TUTHCS O HUX.»

I'nasa [Ixxepukca cy3unuchk. OH pa303Iuics TakK, YTO OTKPHITO BEICBOOOAUTT 37100HYI0 SHEPTHIO:
«Mpuotckada ungesa. Ham npencTout cpaxenue ¢ Jlyarom. Kak MBI CTaHEM IIPOTUBOCTOATH UM
mopo3Hb?! X0poIIIo, Koe B YEM THI ITpaB. MTak, Thl CYUTAEIIbL CBOMM [IOITOM 3alIUTy TEMHBIX 31bGHOB?
Ho 4T0, ecnu nyaHCKue NanagrHbl aTaKylOT BaC IOBTOPHO? f CIBIIIAN, TH YK€ C HUMU CpaXKascs.
IyMaellb, OHM OCTAHOBSITCST Ha 3TOM? MoXKeT, ¥ ITOMOIIb Halla Tebe HU K 4eMy, KOTHa 9T0
IIPOU30UMIET? ! »

Peus [Ixxepukca 3actaBuiia ['yipTerHa B3OPOrHYTE.

Tak-To oH mpaB. OTPa3uTh CAEOYIOUIYI0 BOIHY MaIafMHOB CUJIaMU OJHUX TEMHBIX 971b(oB OymeT
HeOOBIYallHO TAXKEIO.

U Temeps B ronoce ['ymbTerHa 3By4aso Kyaa MeHbIIIe CUJIHL: «...BOT moyeMy y MeHsI ToxKe eCTh
npepoxeHre. Pa3Be He CBSI3bIBAJIU B IIPOIINIOM Ky/bT KpoHoca U TEMHBIX 371bG0B Y3kl OpaTCTBa?
Korpga npuxonuna 6ema, Mbl TOMOTaIM WM XK€ CaMU ITPHHUMAH IIOMOIIIh. f XKeJalo COXpaHUTh
TaKWe OTHOIIEHUS.»

Ha uto [I;KepuKC IOBBICKJTI T'OJIOC TUIIE CUJbHee: «I1¢, roBopuis epyHay! Hy momnpo6y#, moxKuBY B
cBoel n3onsauuu! MHe UHTePeCHO, KTO IPUAET TeOe Ha IOMOIIh? f-TO y2K TOYHO ITOMOTaTh HE CTaHYy.
Y, Tem Oosee, He HyKOal0Ch B IOAepKKe HeOIaromapHoro npeparens, Bpofe 1e6s. Hy ke, 3agaBait
cBou Bompoc! KTo mpuaéeT Ha BEIPYYKY TEMHEIM 37bdaM? MoxeT, asamiomnika badu? Xusuc? Unu
310H?» - IPOJOJIKAJl OH [laBlieHNe, Ha3klBasi COOPABIIUXCS OJHOTO 3a APYTUM.

«4», - BHe3anHo nopan ronoc lupos. [Ipo3Byydano TUX0, HO YCIILIIIANY BCe.
«Yro, mpocTu?..» - JIJKepUKC ax IMONEPXHYJICS, BRITapalluB riIas3a.

[IupoH CIOKOKMHO MOBTOPUIL: «d IpUAY Ha moMoIlb ['yiabTenny. { coenasn 3TO OGHAXKABL U CHOelako
CHOBA, eC/I¥ BO3HUKHET He00X0OUMOCTh.»

IXepuKC Cy3us rya3a cunbHee. badu Toxke ycraBuics Ha [IlupoHa C JIMILIOM, TIOJIHEIM THEBA.

«0O gyéM THI BooO1me?! 1 y TebOs mogHUMEeTCSI pyKa IIOMOYb He 3HaloIeMy 01arofapHOCTH
npegartento?! Y 4To 3HAYUT «CcOesian OfHaXkgbl»? XMII(P, C KaKUX 3TO IOP BHl YCIEU TaK
COPYXKUTHCA?»

Ot obpymuBLIeiics Ha Hero sipocTtu lIIupoH maxke He B3OPOTHYI. HanpoTuB, OTBETHUII BEIIAAOM: « S
CHernalo 3TO, IIOCKOJIbKY 671arogapHOCTh U3BeCTHa MHe. Hazieloch, U Tl He 3a0bIT TOT (HaKT, YTO MBI
BBIXKHMJIM B JIECHOM IIOCEJIKE TOJIbKO Onaromaps xkeptBe Temuc? Ecnu 6 He OHa, MBI Y4€TBEPO JABHO
Obl11 ObI MEPTBEL. U 3Ty MUIOCTD g He 3abymy. A Kak BHl Bce, HaBEpHOE, 3aMETHUJIH, B KUJIaX
['ynbTenHa TEYET €€ KPOBb.»

YnoMmuHnanue TeMuc 3acTaBuiio [IKeprukca IPUKYCUTH I3bIK. A XU3UC faxe OIyCTUIa rojoBy, TOYHO
YA B BOCIOMUHAHUS O HEW.



MomngaHue IMOBUCIIO B BO3OyXe. H}KepI/IKC, MOZKET, 1 XO0TeJI YTO-TO OTBETHUTH, da KPEITh OBITIO HEYeM.
Ho, nocne gonrou IIay3khl, OH BCE Xe OTKDPGHIII POT. U Tellepb ero nejbl CTall CaM H_II/IpOH.

«JIamHO, ocTaBUM MOKa ['ynbTerHa B CTOpPOHE. A 4To HacueT Tebs, 3uoH? Trl Bedb ¢ HaMu? He 3ps ke
THI TIOMYEPKHY, 4TO Tebe BegoMa 6/1arogapHOCTh?» - TIOYTH IIPOPHIYAT OH.

CYJIH I10 BCEMY, H}KepI/IKC OBLT YZKaCHO 301]I. I'masa ero CTPEMHUTEJIbHO HAaJIMBAJINCh KPOBEIO.

Ho IIupon xononHo oTpe3an: «f Toxe He Oyny MoAfepKuBaTh TBOIO HHULIKATUBY. Kak u y
['ynbTenHa, y MEHS UMEIOTCS TOBAPUIIM, O KOTOPHIX HYKHO 3a00TUTHCS, U YUUTENH, 38 KOTOPEIM 5
[IOJIKEH CIIef0BaTh.»

Torpma-To rHeB [IxkKepuKca BeIpBajcs Ha Bom0: «BoT oHo! Temeps BcE sicHo! Tak BOT YeM THI
PYKOBOACTBOBaJICS, 3auminas ['ynbrenHa? Munocts Temuc, Kak u igo0as fgpyrasi, 3MeCh HU IIPU YEM.
Y He cMel MU IIPUKPBIBATLCS, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO HU3KO0! Bhl 06a - mpocTo npepmaTtenu!»

3a cnuHOU [IKepHrKca MOJIBIXHYJIO IIaMs.
Bupst, 4TO nMumep OKOHYATEIbHO BHIIIEN U3 ce0s, CKOMOpoxu ObICTPO B3simu [IIMpoHa B KOMIBIIO.

Badu Toxke BCIBUINII, cOOMpasich HanacTh Ha [lupoHa. Y ecnu Obl XHM3KC He BHITSAHYIIA ITepen HUM
PYKY, OCTaHaBIMBas, Cesaj OBl 3TO TIEPBHIM.

Ho, yTo cTpanHO, XU3KC He TPeANpUHsIa IOMbITKY 0CTAaHOBUTE [)Kepukca. CoMHeBajach i, 4To eé
nociymaoT? Wy xoTena BOCIOIb30BaThCS IAHCOM OLIEHUTh BO3MOXKHOCTHU [I;KepuKca u 3uoHa?

I1eBATh CKOMOPOXOB 3aMKHYJIH CBOE KOJIBIIO OKPY2KE€HHUS B HECKOJIBKHUX IIarax OT H_[I/IpOHa. HapeHB
IIOKOCHIJICA Ha HHX, IIOCIIE YETO0 O6paTI/IJ'ICH K H}KepI/IKcy.

«M 4TO 9TO 3HAUUT?»

[KepuKC (HBIPKHYJ X IPOTOBOPUII PE3KUM T0J0COM: «UTO BUAHUIIE, TO U 3Ha4uT! HO pa3 TH Takou
HETIOHSATIIUBLIN, TAK U OBITh, TIOSICHIO. Y MEHS HET MHOTO BhIOOpA, KPOMe KaK BIIPABUThL Tebe MO3TH
CUJION. A Kak elle [OIXKeH 5 MOCTYIaTh C MIaAIIeHbKUM, KOTOPHIU IJ10X0 ceOst BEOET?»

B pedn ,H}KepI/IKca HaJIMIIO TBOMHEIE CTaHOAPTHI. Bempb npoﬁneMy FYJ'IBTGI/IHa CHJIOBBIM ME€TOJOM OH
PELInuTh He IIOMIBITAaJICA - 3a CIIMHOU Yy TOr0O CUJIbHBEIE COIO3HUKH.

A ITupon oguH. Bonee Toro, axe Kombsi He HabmonaeTcs!

Ixxepukc 3Han npo3puiie IllupoHa - [IpIBOIBCKOE KOMbE. Ho 9TO OH cMOKeT 6e3 CBOETO OPYXKUSs?
BoT [I2KepuKC U PeIns BOCIOIb30BaThCS 9THM, a0kl IIPEIoaTh YPOK.

IUIUHL-OUIVHD, TUIVHb-TWINHD, TUIAHb-TUJINHD, TUHB!

I eBSTh CKOMOPOXOB MPUHSITUCH KPYKUTh BOKPYT IIMpoHa, T03BaHKUBAS KOJIOKOIbYMKAMU. [IKEPUKC
BJIOKUJI HEMAJIO0 YCUJIUH B UX IIOATOTOBKY, IOTOMY JaBJIeHHE C UX CTOPOHBI OKa3BbIBAJIOCh
HelryTo4yHoe. [Ipenyramarte, B KaKO MOMEHT IOC/IeyeT aTaka, Obl7I0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ho H_[I/IpOH OazxKe He OPOTHYII. Ha YCTaX O0TPA3uJIaCh XOJIOOHAA YCMEIKa.

«JIKePHUKC, eXKeJIi 3TH JIIONU Ha MEHs HalaAyT, UM He BEIXKWTh. Tak 4TO JyYIlle 0T30BU ITOHOODPY-
TIO3I0POBY» - C YI'PO30H B T0JI0CE TPOUIHEC OH.



«CHUTbHBIM TUTIA?» - B 04epeHON pa3 QLIPKHYI [IKepukKcC.

I'nasa IllupoHa 3aMepIiany 3eJIEHEIM. 3a CIIMHOMW, TOKOOHO Tyde, BO3HUKIIA YEPHAS SHEPTUS.
«Pa3 XxejaeTe yMepeTh, YM-pU-Te!» - HaMepeHHO PacTAHYII [ToclieqHee cioBo HIupoH.

U nogHAN IpaBylo PyKy.

EnBa oH 970 cpenarn, roe-To no3afy 3apOAuIiCh IBa BO3LYIIHEIX IIOTOKA.

Iy-yy! y-yyy!

HecmoTps Ha TO, YTO U3HAYAJIBHO HAXOOUIKCH JOCTATOYHO [aJeK0, BO3AYIIHEIE TOTOKU OOCTHUTIIN
KOCTpa B MT'HOBEeHHE OKa. [IBUTaINCh ObICTPEe MOJIETa CTPEJIbl U HeOTBpPAaTUMee pocuepKa MOJTHUH.

Bxy-yy! - ITonsixHyna niaMeHeM OarpsiHast aypa. [losBUBIIKMCH 3apaHee, OHa OCTaBUiIa 3a Co60M
KpaCHBIY LIei¢, HallOMHUBILKY PadyTy.

«Ox! B-BoOHBIN IITUT!»

CKOMOPOXH TOMBITATUCE CIIEIIHO BO3BECTH 3aIIUTHEIE Oaphephl, a TOIbKO OarpsiHas aypa
Haxofusach yxke OyKBaJbHO Y Hoca. bojee Toro, mperpajbl gaxe He 3aMeTusa!

[Tacc!
Aypy Xelio He 0CTaHOBUTbL KaKUM-TO TaM BogHbeIM muToMm!

KpucrannusoBaHHas aypa IIeCTHMETPOBOM AJIMHBI KaYHYJlach B CTOPOHY. Y Bce 00BEKTHI B ITpefiesiax
3TOT0 MPOCTPAHCTBA Pa3euIKCh momnonaM. HeT, pa3menunoch camo IIPOCTPaHCTBO!

YeTBEpO U3 [IeBATH CKOMOPOXOB yIla/iH, Tepepy0IeHHbIEe TT0II0JIaM, He YCIIEB JaxKe BCKPUKHYTh.

[Tyd-¢! - 3amo3mano B3MeTHYIUCh KpoBaBele (oHTaHEL. KpOBb pacKpacuia MOpoXAEHHBIN Xelno
BaKyyM B KpacCHbIE TOHa.

Cyu-u!
HemnpepriBHOCTS!

Meu Xeiio HUKOT i@ He 3amMupaeT. TOJIbKO KaYHYBIIUNCSA B CTOPOHY KJIMHOK MSTKO U3BEPHYJICA U Ha
Cey pa3 y[apuil BePTUKAJIbHO.

[Tacc!
Y e1é omuH MPOTUBHUK Pa3py0iieH OT MaKyIIKHU [0 Maxa! Bcero Mur - a msitepo CKOMOPOXOB

orubmu.
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