[Mocne HeckombKUX 60KamoB 6aTTepOupa sipoCcTh B cepatie Mepdu, KoTopasi BOT-BOT [HOJKHA Oblla
BBIPBATHCS HAPYXKY, HAKOHEIl Ha BPeMsl YTUXIIA.

"Bynb NPOKIISATH Marudeckue KkatacTpodsl! Bygs npoknaTa MunnucerTa!" OpTOH NPOIIUIIET CBOE
pyraTennsCTBO.

"Touno, npoknaTee!"

Mépdu nogusan cBoit O0Ka U MOAXBaTUI ero BMecTe ¢ OokanoM OpToHa.

"Bynb npoknsaT MepnuH! Bynb IpoksaTh BoneOHUKY!" mpomomkan Kpudath OPToH.
"“Touno, yept!"

Mepdu cornmacuncs ¢ TOCTOM U BBHIIUT €1lle OfUH.

"Byns npoknate "Tpu metnsl"! Byns npokisata Posmepra!”

"Touyno! A..."

Mepdu B3rIsIHY Ha GapMeHIITy, Yel B3TIsAM TepeMeCcTHIICS B UX CTOPOHY, a 60Kal B ee pyke
BBITJISIIETT OY€Hb OPOCKUM.

"Het, He 3TOT, IPOK/IATOE YTO-TO OPYToe".
"Knauar". OpToH 3aCHYIL.

Mepdu BopyTr ouyBCcTBOBaA Ce0s ropa3no Iyd4llle, IPOUTHOPHAPOBAJI CBOETO CIIYTHUKA, PACCYUTAIICS
B Oape u yxke coOupascsl yXOOUTh, KOTAa YCIBIIIal 4el-To KpUK: "Ou, yOIofoK TeMHOro Mara!".

3a CTOJIMKOM HemofajeKy OT Hero CUesio HeCKOJIbKO 3HaKOMBIX JIUII.

I'HoMm [lopd, mopxanum Myp u TeTKa-IIapuK, O HET, KUPHBIY 1Iap benuHpaa.

"Mepdu [1apKx0abM, CNBIIIAN, T BCTYIUI B MUHUCTEPCTBO?"

Mepdu HEKOTOPOE BpEMS CMOTpPET Ha TOBOPUBILIETO.

"Crapumut 6pat, KTO THI?"

JIumo BonmeOHKKa JEePHYIOCH, a IpaM y yroJika rja3a CTajl U3BUBAThCS, KAK COPOKOHOXKKA.
"Upuot! Trl maxke He y3Haelb, KTo oH! ®pese [Madpuk! OH ceiH gupekTopa babOuHrTOHA!"

Myp pe3ko otpyran Mépdu, ogHOBpeMeHHO Kocsich Ha Illaduka, ero nMuilo MEHSITIOCh MEXKIY
HagMeHHOCTHIO U TIOKOPHOCTHIO, YTO Iopa3usio Mepdu.

Oro, T 4TO, Mar-MetTaMop®, KOTOPHIM MEHSET NHUIlla?

"O!l!" Mepdu Bopyr noHsAn: "®pese! ToT camblid, KOTOPOTO 51 3aCTaBUJI IJIaKaTh B TPEThEM KJtacce?
Yro, TBOe nuiio Ooblie He 6omuT?"

®pese BCTan ¢ MeCTa, IIIpaM, OCTaBIeHHEIM Mepdu, Ka3aaock, CHOBa IIyJIbCUPOBAJL.

"Mepdwu, e csiTun! HeMenneHHO u3BUHUCH nepen muctepom ®pesom!" kpukuyna benunpa.



"9T0 He TBOM KabuHeT, benuHpa", - HanoMuuUI Mepdu.

"O? Pa3Be HeT? X0TUTE BepbTe, XOTUTE HET, HO 3aBTpa s IPUKaXy Bac yBonuTh! HemennerHo
W3BUHUCH Nepen muctepoMm dpezom!”

Mepdu 3aKaTui rjiasa, CKpUIHYJ 3y0aMu, PELInI He TO3BOJISITh 3TUM JIIOOAM IIOPTUTH EMY
HaCTPOEHUE U MOBEPHYJICS, YTOOHI YUTH.

"9u! Ypon! Bepuucs! Thl UTO, He CHBIIAN, KaK 5 Mpocuia Tebs u3BUHUTHCS?" benuHaa pa3o3nunach
etile O0IbINE, BUIUMO, OHA CETOONHS U3PAAHO Beinuna: "He urHopupyi MeHns! Trl Oosbllle He MOXKEIb
Tak nmoctynath! Tel ugroT! CaMOmOBOIbHBIM, BHICOKOMEPHBIN UOUOT!"

Tonctoe nmuno BenuHAL JTOCHUIOCH, OHA CMOTpesa Ha Mepdu, Kak Ha XKyKa.

"Iymaelns, TeOs B35/IX Ha (aKy/IbTeT, IOTOMY UTO Thl Habpas MHOTO OTINYHEIX 0anmos? MauoT! Twl
IPOCTO HUUTOXKeCTBO! U TH maxke gyman BcTynuTh B ABpopkl! Bpen! TBou moKoiHbBIe pORUTENH ObLIN
TeMHBIMU BonmeOHuKaMu! Thl HUKOT A He Mpoliaents mpoBepky! Eciu Obl He peKoMeHOaTelbHOe
nucbMo Jambnnopa, st Ovl maBHO TeOs yBonmumal"

CKa3asa benuHOa, ycMexascs.
"IlymMaelb, Mbl He TIOHUMaeM Te0s1, KOToa Thl TOBOPHUIIIL IIO-KUTANUCKuU?"
"T'ara-rara, Kak yTKa KpsIKaeT, He 3Hat0, TIe THl 9TOMY Hay4dujach, rara".

TomncTrie TyOR BenuHIb OTKPHIBANIKCH U 3aKPHIBATUCH, UMUTHPYS YTHHOE KpsiKaHbe, Myp Toxke
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 UMHUTHPOBAJI, IOTOM OHU IOCMOTPEJIH OPYT Ha OPyTra U TJIYIO0 PACCMESITUCH.

"KcTaTu roBops, y 3TOro napHs TOXe YepHbIe BOJIOCH, MOXKET, OH BOCTOYHOA3UaTCKas ABOPHSIXKKA,
popuBiiascs oT CaHfepca U Marria-KMuTauua..."

"XBaTuUT." BHE3AIHO CKa3al Mepdu.

"Tel npuKa3bIBaelns MHe? Thl JyMaelb, YTO THL.."

"I! Ckazan! XBatut!" Mepou ycraBuincs Ha benunny.

OHa Ha MTHOBEHME HCITyTajlach ero MPUCYTCTBHUS, He pelasich 00JIbIe TOBOPHUTS.

"B3mox". Mepdu riny6oKo B3MOXHYII, 3aTeM UCKPeHHe TocMOoTpen Ha benuupay: "benunHpma, TH
CBUHBS".

"MHe xanb Tebs, 5 3HaI0, YTO TAKOM HEKPACUBOU [IEBYIIKE, KaK THI, MOIKHO ObITH, IIPUILITIOCH
HEeJIeTKO B MOJIOIOCTH, II03TOMY ThI XOYelllb, YTOOH TeOe JTbCTUIIH, T03TOMY AaiKe C TaKUM
YPOMJIUBEIM Y€JIOBEKOM, KaK Myp, T OyZelIb criaTh, IOTOMY 4TO TeGs HUKTO He JTI00UT".

"Eciu OBl BH He OBIJTA CJIMIIIKOM OTBPATUTENIbHE, ST OB BaC MMoKajesna, mpaBaa”.
"Ho TBHI IPOCTO CIMIIKOM OTBpaTUTE/IbHA. TaK YTO UOU K YepTy, CBUHOMAaTKa".

"Te!!!" BenvHpa, pa3bsapeHHas, C APOXKALIUM KUPOM, UHCTUHKTUBHO IIOTSHYJIACh 3a CBOEU
IaJI0YKoH, Ho Mepdu oka3ajcs ObICTpee ¥ BEIXBATHII CBOIO: "OHTOPIXKHO!"

U 6e3 Toro myxJioe Teno bemuHOE pa3mysioch eime O0JIbIIe, CTaB TOX0KUM Ha BO3MYIIHHIN IIap U



B3JIETEB K MOTOJIKY.
Habmioas 3a aToi crieHOM, Mepdu UCTIHITEIBAN CTPAHHOE YIOBIETBOPEHNE.
Bot Tak-To nyute, TeTa Mapox.

"Benunpa!" 3akpuyan Myp, - "Kak Th cMmeetns!". OH 6pocusics K Hel, HO IIONy4uI yaap oT Mepdu u,
3aKpHIB JIULIO PyKaMH, 3aljakai OT yxKaca.

OH TIOIIPOCHIT MOJIOTOK ¥ TIOJTYYHMJI II0 3aCITyTaM.
Mepdu 65T paj 3a HETO.

"TlynbBepusupyoliee mpoknsatue!" ®pese BOCIONIH30BAJICSA CITy4aeM, YTOOH ITPOU3HECTH 3aKIMHAHUE
13-3a CIIUHE Mepdu.

He ornapriBasice, Mepdu B3MaxHyn nanodkoiu: "IIporero!".

3areM pa3BepHYyIcs, ynapun ®pe3e HOTOM B XKUBOT, COUB €TI0 C HOT, ¥ CXBATHUJI MUBHYIO KPYXKKY,
yTOOH Pa3bUTh O €T0 JIUIIQ.

®pe3se, OKPOBABJIEHHEIY, yIaJl.

"Terneps TBOE JIALIO CTAJI0 CUMMETPUYHEIM".

"He cTouT MeHs 6/1arogapuTh, 3TO TO, YTO 5 [IOIXKEH OeaTh".

Teneps ocTaBasCs TOIBKO MOCIIEAHUN.

Hopd Obl B yKace: "4, 1 HUYEro He TOBOPHIL..."

"X0PpoI110, XOPOIIIOo, - IOTTIAAUII €To 1o JIully Mepdwu, - He BoHy#cs, 60/1bHO He OyneT. JleBukopiyc!"

I'HOM OBIT MOZIBEIEH K ITOTOI0YHOM Oanke.

Temeps BH HAKOHEII-TO CMOXKeTe CMOTPeTh Ha IPYTUX CBHICOKA.

Brr moBosnbHEL, gupekTop [Topd? M3 naba MOHOCHUIKUCH JIUIIh CTOHEI ¥ KPUKKM HECKOIBKUX YEJIOBEK,
OCTaJIbHBIE TIOCETUTENIU B y2Kace CMOTpenu Ha Mepdu, KOTOPHIM BOPYT B3MOXHYIL.

"AX, Ky4Ka UOUAOTOB. f TOXKe UAUOT, pa3 Tak JOJIr0 Urpaj ¢ uguoramu”.

Mepdu mokayas rojaoBoii, BHE3aIIHO 3aX0TEB PACCMESIThCS, HO He CTaJl 3TOT0 [ejiaTh, a MOCTal
IIOCJIEHUM TaJIeOH U IIOJIOXKUJI €r0 Ha CTOUKY.

"TIpocTuTe, Tocmoxka Po3MepTa, 3T0 3a yiiep0".

3aTeM OH ucues u3 mnada.

[MTouyTu mMOACO3HATENILHO OH CHOBA OKa3ajcs Ha YapuHr-Kpocc-poya.

Brina yxe rioy6okas HO4b, HO ynullsl JIoHIOHA BCe ellle ObUIH SIPKO ocBelneHsl. [Tomas u3 naba B



CTHUJIE CPEIHEBEKOBOTO (IHTE3M B 3TOT IIyMHEIN Meramosnuc, Mepdu mouyBcTBOBaN ce6st CIIOBHO BO
CHe.

OH BOpYT ITOYYBCTBOBA Ce0S MOTEPSIHHBIM.
B KakoM Mupe 5 JKUBY - B SPKOM COBPEMEHHOM TOPOfe WUJIX B BONIIEOHOM aHTTIUNACKON IepeBHe?
Bonme6HuK 11 51?

Vinu marrn? Ho atu punocodckre pa3MbllieHus: OBICTPO BEIJIETEIHN U3 TOJIOBH, M €My CHOBa
IIPUIIJIOCH 3agyMaThCs O CBOeil Oyaylei XKNU3HU.

[ToccopuBIINCH CO CBOMM HETIOCPENCTBEHHEIM HadaIbHUKOM, JTI0O0OBHUIEH HadyaTbHUKA, CHIHOM
HadaJIbHUKA HadaJIbHUKA U THOMOM.

O MuHHCTEePCTBE Marvy Tenepb He MOTJI0 OBITh M PEYH.

Yo KacaeTcs notepu paboTh, To Mepdu He UCIBITEIBAI HUYET0, KpoMe 00IeTrYeHus U XKeTaHus
PaJOCTHO TIETh.

Ho otcyTcTBue paboTE 03Ha4Yan0 OTCYTCTBUE [EHET.

W B KauecTBe MOCIEeOHEr0 aKTa HEIIOBMHOBEHHS OH JaXKe OT[aJI CBOHM IIOCJIeMHUY rajl/IeoH 3TOHR
CIIaJlOCTPaCTHOU XO35IUKe.

Ax! OTa npoKngaTas CHITOCTD!
Mepdu moturymnan cBO# KapMaH, HO 00HAPYXKHUJI TaM TOJIbKO TPU KHYTa ¥ KapTy.

Tpu xkHyTa! He XBaTUT maxke Ha HEBKYCHYIO aHTIMMCKYIO KPOBsIHYIO0 Konbacy! Heyxkenu 3aBTpa eMmy
MIPUAETCS TOJI0HaTh?

T'omoBHast 606! OH CHOBA B3TJISIHYJ Ha KAPTOUKY.
IaBupg Ctuk? [TouemMy OHa [0 cux op B MoeM KapMaHe? Ho TyT OH KpemnKo CxKajl BU3UTKY.

ITocne TOro Kak oH yoapui BGHI/IH,T.];y, pa3apPaxKuTeJIbHOCTh, KOTOpPasa He IIOKKOalla €ro C MOMEHTa
IMOCTYIIJIEHUA B MI/IHI/ICTepCTBO Maruy, BHe3allHO uCYe3Jia.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OH ORI CIIOKOMHEe, YeM KOTHa-Tu00 3a MOoCcIeIHre HECKOJIBKO MEeCSIIEB.
MoxeT, 3T0 cynbOa?

M3Ha4anbpHO 51 XOTes OBITh MIPOCTHIM BOIIIIEOHHUKOM.

Vi3Ha4anbHO S XOTEJI JIUIIb MTOTPY3UTLCS B 3TOT YTOMNYECKUM CKA30YHBIM MUP, KaK OHHU.
Ho, yBEL

[Toxoxke, y cynbOBl Ha MEHS [APyTHEe IIJIaHHL.

BpocuB Tpu KHyTa B KaCTPIOIIO Y HOT 6€3MOMHOTO0 1 He oOpalijasi BHUMaHUs Ha HEJOYMEHHBIN B3I IS/
TOT'0, KaK OH nogbupaeT MOHETH, Mepdu HampaBuics K KpacHou TenedoHHON 6yake Ha 0004KHE
NALLZI S



3aKO0H 0 TaliHe BoneOHUKOB? K uepTy ero!

MHe HyX)HO 3apaboraTts meHer! "[Iasun CTuk? [JaBail BCTPETUMCS IIe-HUOYOb, HAM HYKHO
IIOTOBOPUTH".
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