— C-c-c-c-c-C-CH... JIOH.

2KecTKul TojI0C 3aTHX IIOM BOEM BeTpa, U 0AarpoBHIM CBET B CBETSILINXCS I'Ta3ax noMepk. Kapa
yCTaBUJIaCh Ha TPyAy 00JIOMKOB, JexXKalllyio epen Heit. Ee mpecnemoBaTesb, TOT HeyOepPKAMBIN
YeJI0BeK B MeTalJIMueCKUX JOCIiexaxX, KOTOPHIU IIPeciiefoBal ee LeJbli JeHb, OKa3aliCs He
YeJIOBEKOM, a MAIlIMHOM.

9TO 3perulile OLIEJIOMHUIIO I0HYI0 AEBYIIKY C 3eMJIH, JaXe KOrfa BOKPYT Hee pa3pasuiics
CMEpPTOHOCHBIM Maru4yeckui mrTopM. OHa CTOsI/Ia Ha MeCTe, ee I'ojioBa KPYyzKuiaach, @ MBICTHU OellleHo
METAaJIUCh B rOJIoBe. B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa MOTJIa 3aJaTh MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, HO CaMbIi T'JIaBHEIN U3
HUX... KQKOT'0 Xepa B 9TOM MUpE CYLIeCTBYIOT TePMUHATOPHI?

Wnu, o KpaitHe# Mepe, OHa He 0XKHfasia, YTO B 9TOM MHPEe eCTh MALIXHEI WX YTO-TO momo0Hoe. OHa
oXxwupmana, 4yTo KCaHTOC 0OKaxKeTCs MeHee TeXHOJIOTMYeCKH PAa3BUTHIM, YeM 3eMJIsi, OCHOBEIBASICh Ha
CBOMX IIE€PBHIX BIevaTaeHusaxX. Ho y Hee He OBIJI0 HUKAKMX OCHOBAHUH [JIST TAKOTO IIPE/IITOI0XKEHHS,
BeIb OHa ellle Jaxke He MOOBIBalla HU B OTHOM T'Opofie.

Ee rmaza 3aberanu, Korma oHa BCIIOMHMIIA BCE Pa3pylIieHHbIe ITIOCEJIEHN A, KOTOPEIE IIOIIadaJIuCh el 3a
InocinegHrne HeCKOJIbBKO HeOellb.

«5 He moOkIBajia HU B OOHOM YyIieJIeBIIeM ropone,» — GBICTpo HCIIPaBUJIa OHA 3Ty MBICJIE. U xoTs u3
TIIEIOIUX 06J'IOMKOB, KOTOPEIE OHA BHUIEJIA OO0 CHUX IIOD, MO2KHO OBLITO IIOYEepPIIHYThE He TaK YK MHOTO,
OHH TaKXe He CBHUOETEJIbCTBOBAJIN O TEXHOJIOTUYECKHU pa331/1T0171 IUBUIIN3allUH.

[ToaToMy oHa ObIsTa YBEpeHa, YTO MALIMHLEL 1 POOOTH, CKOpee Bcero, He Oty HOpMoU B KcaHToCe,
€CJIU TOJIbKO TI0 KaKOH-TO MPUYKHE TOPOia B 9TUX ropax He GBI Topa3mo 60jiee TPUMUTHBHEIMH,
yeM OCTalbHOU Mup. Ho OHa CHUIBHO COMHEBajach, YTO 3TO Tak. [109TOMY i CTamo MHTePeCHO—

— Kr0 Takoi Maructp [Iyi u moyeMy OH OXOTUTCS 3a MHOU? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, IJI9Asd Ha ObIMAIINECs
OCTAHKHY MAIWHEL.

B otBeT Kapa mmouyBcTBOBasa, Kak B BO3AyXe BOKPYT Hee HapacTaeT 3JIEKTPUYECKUY 3apsif, U
BCKUHYIa 6poBH. [IogHSB IOJIOBY, OHA IIOHSJIA, YTO €llle OffHa Maruieckas MOJIHUS BOT-BOT
oOpyImuTCca Ha oKkpecTHOCTH. OHa BEIpyTanach U MOCIENIna yIUTH, TI0Ka 9TOT0 He ITPOU30IILIO.

Ona npoHecnach MUMO KpaTepa, B KOTOPOM JieXaJjla MallliHa, U OCTaHOBUJIACh, YBULEB, UTO U3 3eMIIU
TOPYUT €e NOCOX, TOT CaMblii, KOTOPBIY BBI3BIBAJI MOILHBIN KPACHBIN JIyY, C JIETKOCTHIO
YHUYTOXKaBIINU BCEX 3TUX MOHCTPOB. [IoKoebaBmKrCch MTHOBEHNE, OHA CXBaTUJIa €T0 U IPHITHYJa CO
CKaJIbl.

[To3agu Hee ¢ HebGa copBaiack 6arpoBast MOJHUS U C MOITHKIM B3PHIBOM YOapuiia II0 OCTaHKaM
MarmHbl. OHa CI0J1371a BHU3 10 CKJIOHY CKaJIbl M 0CTaHOBUIach. Korma oHa mofHsIa TON0BY, TO
yBU[ETIa, YTO JIUBEHb CTaJl ele CUIbHee, a B BO3IyXe BUTala MaHa, MPUTSITUBAIOIIAS BCe OOIbIe
MOHCTPOB. Braneke oHa 3aMeTHIa TPOMO3MKYI0 GUTYPY U3 KaMHEH, KOTOpast MeIJIEeHHO mpo0upanach
yepe3 KaHbOH, U KaXXOBIH ee Iar BRI3EBAJ YOAPHYIO BOJIHY IO 3eMIIE.

970 OB TOT CaMBIM MOHCTP, KOTOPOT'0 OHA BUJea B IepBylo HOYb B KcanToce. OH OBIJIO BEICOTOM B
THICSYY GYTOB, YyIOBHILE, KOTOPOE, Ka3aa0Ch, ITPOIBETAJIO B 3TOM MeCTHOCTH. U ceftuac oHO
Tpo6upanock K Hew.

YBupes ato, Kapa Opocunack 6exaTh, TpoOUBasiCh CKBO3b MarudeCKUil IITOPM U CIIacasich OT
TIOSIBJISTIOIIUXCST MOHCTPOB.



B koHlle KOHIIOB Kapa Hallia nelepy, rie OHa ocTaBuja AHrena, 4To0w TOT cupsitancs. CHavyana
OHAa He MOI'JIa HaWTU ero, Cy3uB I'Jla3a, OHa UCKasa ero B TeHsx. Ho Korga ee ronoc 3a3yyar B
Ielepe, KOrfia OHa I103Bajla ero o UMeHu, KOrfia OHa CKa3asa: «AHTen?» — OH TYT Xe C BOIJIEM
IIPLITHYJI €H Ha CIUHY.

OHa momsiTUIaCh BIIepen U yIasia, KOTrfa OH KPeIKo mpuxarscs K Hei. OH MTU3HYT ee B IIeKH, U OHA
3axMXuKaja, CTaCKuBas ¢ cebs ero Kortu. OHa yaeIOHY IACh, TTIIAS B ero O0/bllre Kapue rasa,
Iaxke KOrfa 3a Ipefie/laMy Iellepsl OylieBaa MaruiecKuil MTopM.

— ¢ xe roBopmuia, 4TO IIaH cpaboTaeT, — cka3ana Kapa u oOHsIIa MeIBeKOHKA.

B oTBeT OH KUBHYII 1 ellle pa3 nu3HyI ee. OHa XUXUKHYJIA U IOJI0OKKIIA ero 06paTHO Ha 3eMIJTIO.
[TomgHSIB TONTOBY, OHA YBU[IEIa, KaK PaflyKHbEIE BETPHI IIPOHOCSITCS HAJl TOPHOM MECTHOCTHIO, CIIOBHO
3aHaBeC U3 IPKUX I[BETOB.

IIBa 0CHOBHBIX (paKTa, KOTOPHIE OHA y3HAJA ellle Ha 3eMJjie, IOMOTJIX il YCTPOUTH 3TY JIOBYIIKY OJIS
CBOETO IIpeciiefoBaTesis. Bo-mepBrx, MOIHUSA 0OLIYHO ObET B CAMyI0 BHICOKYIO TOUYKY, @ BO-BTOPEIX,
METAJIJT - XOPOIIXY TPOBOIHUK 3IeKTpHUYecTBa. [loHa0M0naB 3a pa3pyILUIMTEIbHON CUION
Maru4ecKux MOJIHUYM 3TOT'0 MUpA B TeUeHHE NOCIeJHUX HECKOJIbKUX Heflellb, OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, YTo
atoro 6ojiee 4eM JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOLI HABCErla OCTAHOBUTH IIpeciiefioBaTeNd. [103TOMy OHa Halllla
CaMy10 BHICOKYIO TOYKY U CTajla XKAaTh €ro MOsIBJIEHHUS.

TeMm BpeMeHEM OHA pellusia MPOBEPUTh ONHY THIIOTE3Y, IPUBIIeKas K cebe OKPECTHHIX MOHCTPOB C
TIOMOIITbIO TUKOTO BEIOPOCA Maruu B BO3MAYX, YTO, €CIu Obl 3TO OBITIO MTPaBHOM, CTaNo OBl II0JIE3HBIM
OTBJIEKAIOIIMM MaHEBPOM. ITO Hajo Oojee yeM OIaronpusiTHbIE Pe3yIbTaTh: OHA HE TOIBKO
IIPUBIIEKJIa MOHCTPOB B OKPYTe, KaK OHA IIpefoaraia, HO ¥ 110 KaKOU-TO MPUYHUHE OHU
COCPEeNOTOYHIN CBOY YCUJIHS HA TOM, YTOOBI YHUUYTOXKHUTD €€ IPecieloBaTeIs.

Y x0oTs TOGEOUTD ero He yOanoCh, OHU CyMeJM OTBIIeYb €r0 Ha JOCTATOYHO [0JIr0e BPeMsi, 4YTOOH ee
miad cpaboTan. OHa Gbina GrarogapHa UM 3a [OMOIIb, XOTS ¥ He0yMeBaJia, I04eMy OHU
MHCTUHKTHUBHO PEIINIK BEIOPaTh KMEHHO ero. Ho 9To Gbi HauMeHee BaXKHEIM U3 MHOXKECTBa
BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPBIE HE aBajIy € MOKOSI.

Ceiivyac OHa IIPUCIIOHUIACH K CTEHEe Tellephl ¥ TUXO0 B3TOXHYJA. — f1 BRIKUIIA...

AHTes cen epeq He, ¥ OHAa OIYCTHIIa B3I Ha ceOsi. Ee ria3a 3aKphUIHCEH, ¥ OHA IPOLIeNTania.
— 4 nobenuna, ¥ Temeph I—

Y oHa yBupgena 3To0.

OHa 3arnsHyja B CBOI OPAKOHBIO AYIIy, KOTOPYIO MOTJIa BUAETh TOIBKO OHA, ¥ Ta HAIIOIHUIIACH
CBeTOM. 30JI0TOe TIIaMs ObIIO MeHbIIle, YeM KOra-I1ub0: pa3MepoM Co CBedy. ITo OBIJI0 OTpakKeHueM
ee yCTanocTy OT OUTBHEL. Ho OHa cocpemoToyusiach He Ha 9TOM, ¥ HE Ha TOM, YTO TaK OCJIEITUTETHHO
CUSJIO TIEPEN ee BHYTPEHHUM B30POM.

BmecTo 5TOr0 OHA CMOTPeEJIa Ha CKOIIJIEHNE MdaHBI BOKPYT 30JIOTOI'O IIJIaMEHM. Ona IIPpUTATHUBAJIACh K
ee JIpaKOHBeI;I Oylie C KaXKIObIM Y6I/ITBIM MOHCTPOM. KpomequIe YaCTHUYKHU MAHEI CJIETAJIN C UX
TPYIIOB ¥ BTATHUBAJINCE B HEE.

B nmocnemuun pa3 OHa BHEJId, YTO BOKDPYT €e HpaKOHbefI OYIIX BPAIlAaJIOCh 9YTO-TO BPOA€E O3€pPa BOIHI.



Ho Temepb Tam CITOBHO cOOPAJICS LENBIA OKeaH, TPO3SIIUM 3aTYIIUTh 30J10TOe TnaMs. OH GBI
HACTOJIbKO OOMITBHEIM, UTO OHA OBlIa Haxke yBepeHa, YTO BUfela, KaK CTPYHKa MaHbl BHITEKAeT
HApPYyXKYy, U3-3a TOTO, YTO MaHa 0OJIbIlle He MOXKET OBITh IPUHSTA BHYTPb.

OHa 3aMeTuIa 3TO IIOCJie TOro, Kak nmobefgumna CBOero mpecienoBaress. [locie Toro Kak MallvHa
Oblyla YHUYTOXKEeHa Marn4ecKoy MOJIHKeH. ITo sBJeHue 03amauyuso ee. Ho omyiienue, KOTopoe
IIepPenanoch eu, OBII0 SICHBIM.

Ona OBlJTa CJTOBHO IIE€PEIoIHeHa MaHOM.

— IIpsimMo Kak Torma, — mpolrnenTana Kapa, BCHOMHMB, KaK OHA ellle He Hay4YHJIach BOCIIJIAMEHSTh
CBOIO IPAKOHBIO AVIIY.

9T0 6bITIO0 cTpaHHOE ougyiieHue. [loutu TpeBoxkHOe. [T0xX0kKe, OHO He IPUYUHSAIO el Bpena. Ho Bce
JKe e}l Ka3aloCh, YTO HYKHO YTO-TO CHEeJaTh.

Hert, oHa 3HaJja, YTO HY2KHO YTO-TO CAeaTh. M el Ka3anoch, YTO OHa 3HAET, YTO HYXKHO chaenaTh. Kak
TOrma, KOrma OHa 4TO-TO OeJiajia.

(T1.IT. Memac MOMEHT.)

OHa mOTSIHY/IaCh K MaHe, KaK TOT[a, KOTa ee IPaKoHbs Ayiia Oblyia 6e31eiCTBYIOIINM KAMHEM,
OKPYKEHHHIM KJTy6aMu Apeidyouero xkKeiToro orusa. B oTmuyre oT TOro BpeMeHHu, KOTHa XKeThIH
OTOHB GBI KaK OBl IPOJOJIXKEHUEM ee CaMOM, KOTOPHIM OHa MOTJIa YIIPaBIIsTh, 30eCh OBIII0 He TaK-TO
IIPOCTO YXBaTUThCS 3a 6acCeilH MaHHI.

9T0 OBIIO TaK K€ TPYMHO, KaK MHITAaThCS YXBATUThCS 3a BOMy. YyKepOogHy0 CyOCTaHINIO0, KOTOpas He
Oblyla YaCThIO HU €€ Tejla, HM ee pa3yMa. JTa CyOCTaHIIMs 0TKa3hiBanach Ciymarthcs ee. OHa maxke He
MOT'JIa MCITONTb30BATh ee MJIs KOJIMOBCTBa. Ho el u He HyKHO OBIJIO IepKaThCs 3a Hee WM [enaTh
YTO-TO IOTOOHOE.

Bce, 4TO et OBIIO HYKHO - OBUTATh €e.

[ToaToMy, COCpeiOTOUUBILKCH Ha CBOE! ApPaKOHbel [yllle, OHa Hayasla IoATalKiBaTh 6acCceiH MaHbI
K Cepou cdepe, CKPHITOM 30JI0THIM IIJIaMEeHEM.

Ha pomto cexynpel Kapa 3axxmypusacs. B ee co3HaHUM pa3fascs BOIIb, U IIepef riia3aMu MeJIbKHYII
o0pa3 feTeHHIIIa fpakoHa. Y TyT Xe mepef ee Iriia3aMyu BO3HUKIIO BULIEHUE.

IeTeHbII fpaKOHa, He obpalljasi BHUMaHUS Ha KPUKU POOUTEIIel, MYasics mpsMo K Kpaio o0phIBa.
OHU TPOCUTTH €T'0 OCTaHOBUTHCS. OHU 3BANI €T0 BePHYTHCS. HO OH UTHOPUPOBAN UX, U3TaBast
TOPKECTBYIOIIUN PEB.

Ero KPBIJIbA 3aXJIOIIaJIA 3a CIIMHOMU, KOT7la OH B3MBLIJI B BO3OYX. Ho korma ero Horu OTOPBAJIUCH OT
3€MJIH, KPBIJIbSA HE BEIOEP2KAJIX B€Ca €ro Tejla.

W meTeHBIII ApaKOHa PYXHYI ¢ HeOa...

Kapa noiimana ce6st Ha TOM, YTO ee ObIxaHUe y4acTunoch. OHa He 3Hasa, YTO TOJIBKO YTO YBUTETIA,
HO e¥i T0Ka3ajI0Ch, YTO OHA Ha MI'HOBEHME IOTPY3UIach B COH.



Ona He OBlJIa YyBEpPEHA, YTO TO, YTO OHA AEJIaeT, - TO, YTO HYXKHO AeslaTh. TeM 60jiee YTO B MPOIIIBIE
paskl, KOTla OHa IThITaIachk CHOeaTh Momo0Hoe, 6acceiH MaHbl OBITT OTBEPTHYT €e APaKOHbeH OyIIOoH.
Ho ato Bupenue npupasno e cui. OHO gaBajio ey OIIylLleHre, YTO OHa [ejlaeT YTO-TO IIpaBUJIbHOE.
OHa fmelicTBOBala MHTYUTUBHO, KaK TOT7Ia, KOT{la HAaKOHEI] II0JIHOCThIO PaCKphlia BCIO IMIKUPOTY CBOEM
Marv4eCcKOu CHIIHL.

MaHa Havasa BIMBATHCS B €€ IPAKOHBIO AYIIY, a ee 30JI0TOe IIJIaMs pa3pactatbcs. Kapa Kpenko
cTHCHYJa 3y0n! 1 cena. OHA yCybIIaa YOUBIEHHEIN BO3riac AHTela, HO IPOMTHOPUPOBAJIa ero.

W TyT epen HeM CHOBa MIPOMEJIbKHYJIM BOCIIOMUHAHMSA. Ha 3TOT pa3 OHa yBUfela TOTO XKe HeTeHHIIa
IpaKoHa, KOTOPHIM CTOSIT Iepef] IPYINON T'MTaHTCKAX COPOKOHOXKEK.

YKacHble MOHCTPHI 3aTHAJIU €0 B YroJl, ¥ OH 3aphklyall Ha HUX B OTBET. [laxke eCu OHU ObLIX BOBOE
Oosblile ero, maxe ecyiyu ero POfUTeNiel HUrHe He ObUIO, OH He 60sJica UX. B KOHIle KOHIOB, OH yXKe
pmoctur cBoero IIpobyxaenusi. [IoaToMy y Hero He OBIJIO TPUYMH G0ATHCS 9TUX IPOCTHIX HACEKOMBIX.

Oun Ha6p0CI/IJ'[I/ICb Ha HeTrO, ¥ OH yoapHuJI KOTTEM. W3 ruraHTCKOro KOrrs BEIPBAJIAaCh II0JIOCA 30JI0OTOT'O
IIJITaMeHH u cOuIa OOHY M3 TUTAHTCKHUX COPOKOHOXKEK, U OH 3aphIvdall.

— CKJIOHUTECH ITepeio MHOM, U060 —

OcrTaBIKeCcs TUTAaHTCKUE COPOKOHO2KKH MI'HOBEHHO aTaKOBaJIu €T0. Onu T'PBI3JIN €T0 KPBIJIbA 1
BBIPBIBAJIK YEIIYIO. On 3aKpHu4all OT 6omu, KOrga OHY B OJHO MTHOBEHHE OKa3aJIMCh BOKPYT HETO. Ho
OH HEe MOT" JaXKe IIOIBITAaThCsA 0CB06OJII/ITBCH. OH MOT TOJIBKO JIeXaTh, II0Ka OHU KPYZXKHUIIA BOKPYT
HETO...

U BocrioMuHaHUST 000PBAJKCH.

Kapa 0Orlyia yBepeHa, 4TO 4yBCTBYeT 00JIb, KOTOPYIO UCIBITEIBANI APAKOHYUK. XOTS y Hee He OBLI0
KPHIJTbEB, U3 CIIUHEI CJIOBHO TOpYaia ¢GaHTOMHAass KOHEYHOCTh, KOTOpas KPOBOTOUMIIa. TeM He MeHee
OHa 1epeboposia 3TO HEMPUSITHOE OIIYyILIEHKe, BIUBAS B CBOIO APAKOHBIO AYIITY IOTOK MAHbI, YTOOH!
CJIUTh UX BOEOUHO.

Hoquy 9TH BOCIIOMHMHAHUSA IIPUIIIIN K Hell UMeHHO celiyac? KOMY IIpuHAOJIEXKaT 3TU
BocnoMuHaHuSA? OHa 3agaBaja cebe 3TN BOIIPOCEHEI, IPOOOJIZKad OejlaTbk TO, YTO OOJIZKHO OBITIO OBITH
ChoeJiaHo.

U ona Onlia yBepeHa, UTO 3HAET OTBET Ha 3T Bonpockl. OHa Oblyla YBEPEHA, YTO 3HAET 30JI0TUCTYIO
YeIIylo TOT0 APAaKOHYKMKA. 3HAaKOMBIi T0JI0C, KOTOPHIM He OBbIT TAKUM TTTyOOKKUM U YCTAJIbIM, KakK B
IIPOIIILIN Pas.

C nocnemuuM BeifoxoM Kapa 3acTaBuiia CBOIO IPAaKOHbBIO OYIINY MIPHUHSITH MaHY.

Ee royoBa mepHyach BIepen, ¥ OHA 3akpudasna ot 6onu. Ee Teno cioBHO mMOgoXKT K, OPOCUB B TIEYH,
KOTOpas Iblaja y2Ke HeCKOIbKO MHEeH.

B ee co3HaHNUM BCIIBIXHYJI CBET, KOT{la APAaKOHbS Aylla OCYIIUa 3alac MaHH B ee rpyau. OHa
3ambUIaa sipde, 4eM Korfa-mubo, HAmoJIHSAs ee pa3yM BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU. PE3K0 BOOXHYB, OHA
IIMPOKO pacliaxHysia ria3a. M oHa yBugena...



3apKOT XpoMaJ 110 KaMeHKWCTON MeCTHOCTH, OCTaBIsAsA 3a 000 KpoBaBHIii crefl. Ero demys Obina
pa3opBaHa, a KPhlIbsl U30PBAHHBI ¥ MTOKPHITH AbipamMu. OH eBa MOT XO[IUTh, HE TOBOPS YKE O TOM,
YTOOBI TOBOPHUTb.

Ho korpa on YBUOEI IIPOJIETAIOITYIO Haq HUM KPBINIaTyI0 TeHb, OH HalllEeJI B cebe CUJbl 3aroBOPHUTE.
Ero uemnwocTts 3apBUranach, Korga OH IIpomieIITall.

— ...noyemy?

OH He MOgHUMAJ TJ1a3, Jaxe Koraa IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK IIOPEIB BETPA IIPOHECCA Hal HUM, YyIPDOXKasd
HOJI6pOCI/ITB €ro B BO3OyX. 3emnsa 3aAp0XKaJla, KOrga rmepen HUM IIPU3EeMJINJIaCh MaCCUBHAA (bI/Irypa.

On pa3riadanein 681"p0By1-0 Yeuryo. breck KapHx I'jias3. 3HaAKOMOE JIAIIO ero OTIIa.
3apKOT IIO-IIpEXXKHEeMYy He IMOOHKWMAJI I'JIa3, HaXKe KOTr'dd OTel 3arOBOPHII.

— TBos MaTh paccKasaja MHe, YTO CIIyYMJIOCh, 3apKOT. UTO THI YIU3HYJI, YTOOBI CPa3UThCS C KAKUMHU-
TO MOHCTPaMH, ¥ e} MPHUIIIOCH CHOBA CllacaTh TeOS.

910 OBLIIO TTPOCTOE 3asiBIeHNE. 3aPKOT ITPOUTHOPHPOBAJ eT0. BMecTo 9TOro 0OH CTUCHY 3YOH U
TIOIHSIJT TOJIOBY, €T0 TJ1a3a IIkTaii THEBOM.

— [Touemy? — noBTOPHI OH CHOBa. — [loueMy BHI conranu MHe?
B oTBeT oTell HaKJIOHUJI I'OJIOBY. — MBI HU pa3y He nranu tebe, 3apKoT.

— Torpma 06bsICcHY 3TO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ 3apKOT, JKECTOM yKa3hbiBas Ha ce0si. — Bl cka3anu MHe, 4TO
Ml Ooru! UTo HaM CyKAeHO IIPaBUTh 9TUM MupoM! Ho mocMoTpu Ha MeHs!

I pakoH-MaJIkIIIl OIYCTUIT B3TJISM, U €T0 3peHKe 3aTyMaHu/IoCh. EMy maxe He HYKHO ObIJIO CMOTPETh
Ha cebs1, YTOOHI MOHSTh, B KAKOM I1JIaYeBHOM COCTOSTHUM OH HaxomguTcs. OH 4yBCTBOBaJI, Kak 00JIb
0XBATBLIBAET €T0 TEJIO.

Y oH 3aprifan, — f He MOTY pa3faBUTh Aaxe TOPCTKY XKYKOB, oTell. OHU Obl yOuUnu MeHs, eciu Obl He
BMelllaJlack MaTh. Pa3Be 9T0 U ecThb cuia 6ora?

9T0 OB PUTOPHUYECKHH BOIIPOC. 3aPKOTY Ka3ajloCch, UYTO €r0 0OMaHBIBAJIA C CaMOT0 POXAeHUA. EMy
pacckas3biBa/ly CITAaBHEIE UCTOPUHU O €T0 HApOMe, HO Temepb 3TO OBIIM JIUIIE CKa3Ku. Bce 9T0 GbIT0
TI0X02K€e Ha OfHY GOJIBIIYIO JI0XKE.

Ilaxe ero IIpeamoaraeMoe IIpeBoCXonaCTBO Ha Maruen u PeaJIbHOCTEIO B Ka4eCTBE IPaKOHaA
Ka3aJloCh T0XKbI0. Tak OH U IIJTakasl, IToKa OTEll MOJjiYa CTOSI HaJd HUM.

HakoHel, mmocne Toro Kak IIpoIliIa, Ka3aJIoCh, IIejiasdi BEYHOCTH, OTEIl CHOBa 3arOBOPHII.

— 4 npomy npoireHnus, eciu Tebe T0Ka3anoch, YTO MbI BBenu Te0s B 3abnyxknenue. Ho moiinem, s
OOJIKeH Tebe Koe-uTo II0Ka3aTh.

3apKOT MOPTHYII, ¥ €ro MOgHsIK ¢ 3eMu. OH MOTMBITAJICs MPOTECTOBATh, HO OTEIl Y2Ke HEeC ero 1o
HeOy.

— Kyna MBI H&HpaBHﬂeMCH? — CIIPOCHII OH, TIIAO4, KaK 3€MJIsd uC4e3aeT 1100 HUM.



OpHako orert IIPOUTHOPHPOBAJI €I0 BOIIPOC, IIPOOO0JIZKad HEBO3MYTUMO JIETETh, 1 HETKO ITPOU3HEC.

— M=l He poxmaeMcs: 6oramu, 3apKOT, faxKe eCJId 3TO TOT IMOTEHIMA, KOTOPOT'0 MbI JOJIKHEI
moctuyb. CyIIecTByeT CeMb CTaf¥i BOSHECEHUS JPAKOHbEH OYIIH, CEMb CTaiuH, Yepe3 KOTOPLIe
MOJIKeH IPOUTH TPAKOH, IIPexke YeM NOCTUTHET arnodeo3a.

— CeMb CcTaguii... BOBHECEHUA? — TYIIO MOBTOPHUI 3apKOT 3a OTHOoM. OH MOKayaJs roja0BOM U
3amnpoTectoBas, — O YeM THl TOBOPHUILL? 5 yKe Ipolres cBoe [TpobyxmeHue!

— W 6naromaps aToMy Th mocTUr IlepBoit CTamuu, — cKasall oTel], OpOCUB MUMOJIETHBIN BTSN
Ha3afg. — TH CTal TeM, KeM SIBIIsIeNIbCsl ceryac - [leTeHHIIIeM.

['ma3a 3apkoTa paClIMPUIUCh. — ...UTO?
Ero orter npoposxkan napuTh B Hebe, IpojieTas BEICOKO Haf o0jakaMu U 00BSCHSS.

— JIpaKoH, OOCTUTIINYM BTOPOU CTaAuu - MONIOMOM, a TOT, KTO Mepelien Ha TPEThI0 CTafuIo0 -
[TogpocCToK.

Oren 3&pKOTa 3dMETHJII YTO-TO BOAJIEKE, IT0CJIe YeT0 Hadall CIIyCKAThCA C HeOa. Tem BpeMeHeEM
AOPAaKOHYHUK IIOTPACEHHO CIIyIIaJl, BEPTA TOJIOBOH.

— YetBepras cragus - Bapocneii, nsatag - Ctapeuinuy, a mecrtas - [[peBHUN, — CKa3as OTell, a
3aTeM cpesan may3y. 3apKoT CMOTpeJl, Kak OTell IIJIOTHO 3aKPhI Kapue Ila3a, a 3aTeM [IPONOJIKHUTI
IIeIIOTOM. — A Ha CebMO¥ CTafuM Thl CTAHOBUIILCSA Horom.

—... 3HQYUT, Ha 9TOU CTAOUU THI? — C TPEBOI'OM CIPOCUII 3apKoT. — Ha cegpMou CTyneHun
BO3HECEHUA?

Ero oTel| OTKPHUI I'1a3a ¥ 0TBeTHN, — K coxkaneHuio, MBI C MaTEPhIO He 60TH. MBI BCETo NTUIIL Ha
YeTBEPTOM CTYIEHHU, MBI BCETO JIUIIb B3pockie.

— Ox. — 3apKOT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI YKOJI Pa3049apPOBaAHUA.
3aMeTHB 3TO, €TI0 OTeIl YCMEXHYJICA. — Ho B 3TOM HeT HMYEero MOCTHIOHOTrO. [IoOHUMaelllb. ..

OHuU BIBOEM IIPU3EMJIUINCEH Ha 3eMJII0 IIPSIMO ITepen HeOOoIbIIoN nemlepoii. 3apKOT Cy3uJl I'j1asa,
3aMeTHB, YTO CPedu TeHel 4To-To ABUKeTcsA. OH eflBa He OTIIATHYJICS, KOT[a IOHSJ, YTO 3TO.

— OnsTh TUTAHTCKNE COPOKOHOXKKHU? — WX Oblnu AroKuHEL. OH X0Ten 6eXkaTh U KpudaTh.
Ho oren ymepxkarn ero, ¢ Ipe3puTeNbHOM YCMEIIKOU I'MTANsA Ha Ky4dy COPOKOHOXKEK.

— 3710 ux rHe3mo. To ecTb 3TO He TONBKO [TOJPOCTKH, C KOTOPBIMHU ThHI CpaXkascs paHbiie. Cpeou HUX
ecTb Miapgmue u MianeHIIs.

— Mnapmue u MnageHus? — 3apKOT HaXMypUJICS, a 3aTEM B IIIOKe ITI0CMOTpes1 Ha oTia. — [loroay,
[TogpocTku?

— VIMeHHO Tak, — paccMesiyicd OTell, Pa3rIsigbiBas TUTaHTCKUX COPOKOHOXKEK. — Y Kaxk[0ro BHUOa
MOHCTPOB €CTh [iyllla, HalloJTHEHHAas Maruei, Kak U y Hac ¢ To601. OHU JOJIXKHEI IPOUTH depes
[TpobyxmeHue, Kak U Mbl. 1 y HUX TOXe €CTh CEMb CTauM.

3apKOT YCTABHUJIICA Ha PA3HOUOBETHRIX U PA3HBIX II0 pa3MePy COPOKOHOXKEK B TrHE3Ie. — HOFOIII/I, TaK



OHM TaKHe Xe, KaK MbI?

— Hy, ux Mnapmve - Hamu Monopnsle, a ux MnapeHus! - Hamm [leTensimy. Ho fa, B 3TOM IJIaHe MEI
O4YeHb TOXOXKH.

— 3HaA4uT, MBI TPOCTO MOHCTPHI? — CKa3ajl 3apKOT, OT/ISIABIBAsICh Ha OTIIA.

Orers mocTy4asn KOTTUCTHIM IaJiblieM 110 TOA00POAKy. — B KakoM-To cMmEbIcie ga. Ho Mexay HaMu U
HUMU €CThb IOBOJILHO CYIIECTBeHHAs pa3Hulla. CMOTPH...

3apKOT CMOTPE€IJI, KaK O0Tel YKAa3bIBA€T Hd I'DYIIIY KPYIITHBIX CMHUX MHOTOHO2KEK, OXPAaHABIIUX I'HE3[J0.
Onu OBUIH ITOX0XKHU Ha TeX, C KOTOPEIMHU JPAKOHYHK CPaXKaJICAd PaHbIIIe.

— Trl Bemb yOUBas TakKuxX, BEPHO? — CIIPOCHUJI OTell.
3apkot kKuBHYJI. — [Ha. U 3To...

— ITogpocTtku. Ouu IlogpocTKH.

— 0.

Kakoe-To BpeMs 06a ipakOHa CTOSJIM MOJT4a, Habioasi, Kak THe3[J0 CODOKOHOXKEK B CTpaxe
KOPYHUTCS OT MX B3TISIAOB. 3aTEM OTell 3apKOTa IIOBEPHYJICS U IIOJIOKUII PYKY Ha CIIMHY MaJIbIIa
IpaKoHa.

— Bort B ueM pa3Hulla Mexkay HaMu ¥ HUMH. [Jaxe Oyny4uu [leTeHBIIIEeM, Thl CMOT YOUTH UX
[TogpocTKOB. MbI pOXKOeHHI, OBITH BhIIIEe UX. MBI pPOXKOEHbI, YTOOH IIPABUTh 3TUM MUPOM. BOT mouemy,
B OTJIMYME OT HUX, KOTHA MBI JOCTUTAaeM CBOET0 IIOC/IEeNHEr0 BO3HEeCEHUT, MBI CTAHOBUMCS OOTaMH.

3apKOT YCIIbIIIA 9T cjioBa. To, YTO cKa3ajl ero oTell, 4To0w nog0oapuTs ero. Ho motoM oH
nocMoTpen Ha ce0s. OH CHOBa YBUAEJ TO COCTOSIHNE, B KOTOPOM Haxofuscs. OH yBUAET PaHHI,
noyiy4eHHbIe B OuTBe. U... OH He MOT BecTu cebs ropho.

Emy cTano cTeigHO 3a cels.

— Jaxe ecmnu 5 OOJIKeH OB CTaTh 60TOM... faxke eCyy S BBIIIE 3TUX MOHCTPOB... I BCE PaBHO
TTPOUTPa UM, — MPOIIENTAs OH ApoxKaummu rybamu. OH He MOT BEIHECTH [aXKe BCTPEYH CO
B3TJIIOOM OTIa. — f1 momKeH OB CcTaTh OCTeNHel Haflekoy IpaKOHLEero Pofa... ¥ BOT, He YCIIeB
cTaTh B3pocneM, 51 egBa He noru6. Kakoii xe g rioymet...

3apKOT OTKPHII OBITIO POT, HO OTEL] IIPEPBaI €ro.

— Her.

ManeHbKHUY OpPaKOH IPUOCTAaHOBUJICS U MOTHSAJ rooBy. OH B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE YCTaBUJICSA Ha OTIA.
— Mgl He pa3o4yapoBaHBl TBOMMHU CETONHSAIIHUMU JeNCTBUSAMU, 3apKOT.

— Brl... He pa3oyapoBaHbl? — 3apKOT He BEPHUJI TOMY, YTO CJIbIIIaJl.

Ho oTe1 Bce ke oboapsitolie mpou3Hec. — Hu TBOS MaTh, HU S, He CYUTAEM, YTO Thl COBEPILIHUIT
ournOKy. Korma oHa mpuiia paccka3aTh MHe O CITyYMBILIEMCS, OHA He TOBOPHJIa O TBOUX IOCTYIIKaX B
THeBe WK CO CThoM. Hao60poT, 0Ha ToBOpHMIIa O TOM, YTO THI CHEJIal, C TOPIOCTHIO.



— Ho s uyTh He moru0, — MOMBITAJICS BO3Pa3UTh MaJleHbKUYU APaKoH. — f1 4yTh He pUBEN K Tubenu
BECb IPaKOHUM POJI, maXKe He yceB cTaTh Gorom!

— U Bce xKe M ropouMcgd T060fI, — CKa3aJl ero oTen, MariyB K HEMY 3a CIIMHY. — MHu TopouMCHAd
TBOEU Xpa6pocm0. MH1 TropouMcCcd TBOUM MY2KECTBOM. Benb ceromHs T IIPOsABUII YIIOPCTBO APAKOHA.

— O 4eM TBI TOBOPHUIIIL? — OIIEIOMIEHHO CIIPOCUI 3apKoT.
Ero oTen noBepHYyJI TOJIOBY JIUIIOM K THE3Y COPOKOHOXKEK.

— Bo3MO0XKHO, TH He 0CO3Haelllb 3TOT0 M3-3a CBOUX PaH, HO S BUXKY 3TO B TBOEH AyIie. I BUXKY, Kak
BHYTpH Te0S KUIUT MaHa, KOTOpas 0XKHUAAeT, YTOOH TOMOYb TeOe BEIPACTH.

3apKOT YCIIbIIIA CJI0Ba OTIa U ellle 0oJbie pacTepsiyics. Ho oTell IpUIOXKUII Maiel] K ero rybam u
THUXO TTPOHOJIKHMIL.

— Kak u Bo Bpems IIpoOyzxkaeHwusi, T03BOJIb MaHe BIUTHCS B TBOIO APAKOHBIO AyIry. I[IoHaYamy aTo
MOZKEeT ObITH TPYOHO. Y1 MOXKeT OBITh HEMPUSATHO, BE[b ThI BIYCKAEIIb B CBOIO AYIIY ITOCTOPOHHUM
MCTOYHUK MaHbl. Me[IJIEHHO JBIIIN, 3TO cHeNiaeT TeOst CUIbHEE.

KuBHYB, 3apKOT CHeal To, YTo eMy Obi1o BeseHo. OH COCPeIOTOYHIICS Ha 30JI0TOM IIJTaMEeHH,
TIIBIIAIOIIEM B €70 CO3HAHWM, U IMOATONKHY 6aCCeHH MaHbl B CBOI0 TPAKOHBIO TYIIIY.

OrteIr 3aTOBOPHUII €MY B ¥X0, a 3aTeM ITOIHSJ KOTTHCTHIM Iajel] BBEPX, AepKa B HEM OMH Iap
IIJlaMeHU, HallPaBJIEHHKIN B CTOPOHY THe3[la COPOKOHOXKEK.

—A TellepPhb IMO3BOJIb MHE IIepenaTh TeOe UCTUHHOE OOCTOsIHHE BCEeX NPAKOHOB, — CKa3aJl OTel
3apKOTa, KOTra MaJIeHbKHU OPAKOH BBEIIIPAMMIICA BO BECh POCT.

KpBIJ'Ibf{ 3apK0Ta CTaJl4 IIHPE, a POra Ha €ro rojioBe CJIOBHO YOJIMHUIIKCE. Marus 6ypm/ma B €ero
TeJle, a B3TJISA[ ObII YCTpEMIIEH Ha KOPYalllUXCA 1nmepen HUM MOHCTPOB. On IIOCMOTPEJI BHU3, Ha
MaJIEHBKOE€ ITJIaM{d, KOTOPO€ IMPOTATHUBAJl €MY OTEIl. U YCIEIIAJ CJII0Ba OTIIA.

— Ilokaxu MHe cuny Monogoro [IpakoHa.
3apKoT r1y00KO BOOXHYII.
— [lokaxu MHe CBOe...

U TyT XKe BHIOOXHYJI, Oys B OTIIOBCKOE IIJIaMs, BEICBOOOXKas yKacHoe HHGEPHO, CKUTaloIIee Bce Ha
CBOEM IIyTH, IJIaBslllee faxe KaMeHb, KOTOPOe BIIUJIOCH B THE3M0 U UCIIEIeNIUIIO BCe BHYTPHU.

— Irixanue JIpakoHa.

AHren Bech meHb Oecrokouics o Kape. CHavana ux o00oux mpeciaenoBal HEOCTaHOBUMEIN YeJI0BEK U3
MeTania. Torga oHa pelinjia BCTPETUTHCS C IIpeciiefioBaTeIeM B ODUHOUKY.

MenBeKOHOK OBIIT MPOTHUB TAKOT'0 PEIeHus, HO OHA HacTaWBalla Ha TOM, 4YTO ee IUIaH cpaboTaeT.
[ToaTOMy OHa OCTaBHUJIa €r0 OJHOTO, 3aCTaBUB IlepeKUBaTh, BLIXKUBET JIM OHA. I1ocye, Ka3anocs,
11eJI0¥ BEYHOCTH TPEMEeTHOTO OXKHUIAHKS OHA HAaKOHEIl BePHYIacCh MoOeIUuTeIeM.

OH myMart, 94To Ha 9TOM ero TpeBoru 3akKoH4aTcs. OnHako Kapa Hayama BecTu ce0st CTpaHHO, a 3aTeM



1I0Tepsizia CoO3HaHue. Temepsb OH CTOSII Ha CTPaxe, TIIsA/s, KaK OHA JIEXKUT, IIPUCIIOHUBIINCE K
KaMeHHOU CTeHe HeTJTyOOKOM Meleph.

— Hrx... — CKymun OH, TJisiisi TO Ha 6€CCO3HATENbHYIO XKEeHIIUHY, TO Ha OYINYIOIIy0 CHAPY KU
IITOPMOBYIO CTEHY.

On YZXKe IIBITaJICA pa36y111/ITb Kapy, HO OHd OTKa3hIBaJIaCh IIPOCHIIIATHCA. HOSTOMY OH TEPIIEINBO
XKparl, Korga oHa oyHeTcsd. Ecnu oHa BOO6U.I€ OYHETCA.

Bcerpa CyILIeCTBOBAJIa BEPOATHOCTH TOI'O, YTO OHa 0oIbIlle HUKOTA He OTKPOET T'Jjia3a. OT omHOM
9TOUN MBICTH AHTeJla OXBAaTHUII CTpax. OH He X0TeJI CHOBa OoCcTaBaThCs oguH. OH He X0TeJ... CHOBa
IMOTEPATHh KOI'0O-TO BazKHOI'O OJIS HETO.

U TyT OH ychblan Tuxoe prrdanue. OH BCKUHYII TOJIOBY, PEILUB, YTO UX IEIepy Halllen Kakoi-
HuOynb MOHCTP. Ho Korfia OH IpPUCMOTPEJCS, TO YBULEI, YTO IO 3aBeCOy MoK HUYero He ObIIo.
Ero rnasa cy3unuch, npexie 4eM OH YJIOBUJ OTOJIECK 30JI0TUCTOTO CBETA.

OGepHyBImuch, AHTen yctaBuicst Ha Kapy: ee 6ecco3HaTeNIbHOE TeJI0 OKyTaso muams. OH
HACTOPOKEHHO OTCTYNUJI Ha3afl, HO IIJlaMs IIPOJ0JIKAJIo pa3BenBaThCsa OT Hee. OH Habmionasn 3a TeM,
KaK IJIaMs pa3ropaeTcs BCe CUJIbHee, CTAHOBSCH BCe sipue U cuibHee. [Toka 3eMiisd IIOf HeU He
Hayasla [JIaBUThCS.

KameHucTas 3eMis IIPEBPATHUIIACE B PACIIJIABIIEHHYIO OPAaHXKEBYIO KHUIOKOCTh, © MEOBE2KOHOK
BCKPHUKHYIJI, IIOYYBCTBOBAB, KdK 06}KI/II"aIOH.II/II7I XKap 00XHUTaeT KOHYUKH eT0 ImepcCTu. OH BrIOEXKA U3
Iemepsl, Korga 30JI0TOe IIJIaMA Kapr OUKO PA3POCIIOCE U IIPEBPATUJIOCE B HeOOIbIION B3PEIB.

AHTen crpsTacs oA J0XKAeM U CMOTPel, KaK COOPOTaeTCs ¥ TOPUT BXOf B memepy. OH xKaan ¢
3aTaeHHBIM [BIXaHWEM, Tafasi, YTo XkKe Mpou3o1no. OH YCIIbIIIAN TSIXKeJIble ard, TpuoIuKanumecs
K HEMY, @ 3aTeM OCJIEIIUTENbHO sIpKas Gurypa BhIlIa BIiepes.

U MenBeKOHOK YBUAET €e.

[Tpsimo y Bxoma B memiepy crosiia Kapa. Ho BHrIsimena oHa nHa4e. 30710TOe T1JIaMsi, IIOKPHIBABIIIEE ee
TEJI0, BHITJIsAAeNo nHave. Kak 6yaTo oHO cTamo MeHee aMOPQHBIM, TPUHSB 60j1e€ TBEPAYI0 GOopMy.
OHO TTOBTOPSIJIO OYEPTaHUS ee GUTYPHI, a He TIOJIBIXaio BO BCE CTOPOHEI, ¥ IPX 3TOM, Ka3aJioCh,
TPUHUMAJIO HESICHbIe 0YEPTAHUS IPYTOro CYIIeCTBa.

Y Hero OBITTM KOT'TH, X OH OBIJT TOKPHIT CBEepKamoleil yeryei. [ImaMs peBeso 0T MOIIY 3TOTO
HEBUOVMOI0 3BEpS, U MEOBEKOHKY I10Ka3ajioCh, YTO OH BUOUT, KaK €ro nacTb Ha MTHOBEHUE
COMKHYJIaCh HaJ] 4YeJI0BeYeCKOou KeHIUHOoM. OH efjBa He OTILIATHYJICS B y2Kace OT 3TOTO 3peJIuila.

Ho aToT 06pa3 mouTu ucues, korga Kapa BHIIIIa B MarudyeCcKui MITOPM. AHTeJT 3aCTHIT Ha MECTe,
T7I5I75, KaK OHa UJeT BIepe[, U IJlaMsl CHOBa ClIuBaeTcs c ee TejoM. OHO 3alIXIalo ee, Kak OpoH4, a
afjaloIIny JOXKOb UCIAPSIICS, eBa KOCHYBIINCH ee KOXKK. OHa 0CTaHOBUJIAaCh MPSAMO IIepen
MeIBEKOHKOM U IIOCMOTpesia Ha ce6si CBepXy BHUS.

— 3HAYUT, 9TO BTOpas CTaAus APaKOHbEW OyIIM, — CKa3ajla OHa, 0CMaTPUBasi CBOM IIbLIAIOIINE
kKortu. Ee ria3a 3aMepiianu, KOT{ia OHa YCIBIIIaja B TOJI0OBe TOJ0C 3apKoTa, COOOIIABIIero ei o ee
HOBBIX CITOCOOHOCTSIX, @ 3aTeM OHa YCMeXHYJach, KOTZla U3 ee PTa BhIpBajach CTpyHKa AkIMA, a 3a
Hell ocyeoBa ciaabkii clief U3 UCKP. — ITO... 0XEPETh KakK KPyTo!

Yemys [IpakoHa.



Kortu [IpakoHa.

H... [Iiprxanue [IpakoHa.
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