[TokymKa ioMa — 3TO He TO, YTO HY2KHO CKPBIBaTh, — 00BsICHUI XOIK CBOM HaMEpPEHUS MPSIMO
ce#yac ¥ CKasaj, 4YTO IIeHY JIerKo 06CyauTh."OM......"CTapuK HEMHOT0 3aIyMaJiCs, HO, ITOIyMaB O
CBOMX TPYOHOCTSIX, BCE JKe CKa3asl: "Pa3s yXk BH ITOKYIIaeTe I0M, flaBaiiTe CHa4asaa o6cynum
310.""Xopo1o, cnacu0o, cTapuk."Xomx mo0aromapui ero ¥ 3aTeM II0CIeI0Ball 3a CTAPUKOM B
kKoMHaTy.KoMHaTa Obllia HOBOIBHO IIPOCTOPHOM, U B Hell He OblI0 HUYero 6ecrmopsifovyHoro, KpoMme
MHCTPYMEHTAJIBHOTO CTOJIa ¥ CTOJIa [AJd efbl B yrily.CHadasa CTapuKy NPUIIOCh YCAAUTh TPOUX
XomxKa, 3aTeM OH TOIIesI IPUHECTH YalHUK C BOJOM U HaluJI CTaKaH BOMHI A/ TPOUX
Xopxa."Crapuk...""I[Ipocto Ha3eiBau MeHs Crapeiil Kat.""Hy, uTto Bel uMeeTe B BUny?"Ctapsiid Kot
Kojie6ascst HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB PeIlnyI BbICKa3aThCs."Y MeHsT ecTh 0coboe yCIoBuUe.
Ecnu BB CMOXKeETe ero BBIIIOJIHUTE, 4 MOT'Y OTHaTh BaM foM Hamnpsamywo!""dto?"Ha aToT pa3 Xogxy
IIPUIIJIOCE ONEeMuTh.II0OTOMY YTO OH BEepWUI B OOHO: B 9TOM MUpe HeT OecryaTHOro obefa, 1 eClid OH
€CTb, TO 3TO, CKOpee Bcero, nopyika.Koneuno.B mupe HeT abcomoTHO HUYEero.XoTst XomaxK ObLI
YIOUBIIeH, Ha €ro JuIle He OBIJI0 BUIHO HUKAKUX aMoIui."Ctapsii... KaT, He Moriu Gl BE CHAaYaIa
pacckasaTh MHe 0 BauieM ycnosuu?""Koneuno."Bce gomuio go atoro MmoMeHTa. Ctapeiii KaT HU4ero
He CKpHIBaJl ¥ Cpa3y ckas3ai: "{ He XKUBY 3[0eCh OUH, Y MEeHd eCTh ellle MaJleHbKas BHyYKa..."ITO
OBLII0 HEMHOTO CJI0KHO, HO X0/ BCe ke NoHsAN.[leno B ToM, yTo Ctapsiii KaT u ero apyr
IOTOBOPHUINCH BCTPETUTHLCS TAe-TO, HO OH He MOT rapaHTUPOBaTh, YTO BEPHETCS XKUBLIM, YUUTHIBAsS
CBOE€ TeKYIllee COCTOSIHKE 300poBbsi.HO OH, KOTOPHIM BCe KU3HB IepKaJjl CII0BO, NOJXKEH OBI/T CHOBa
BBITTOJTHUTD 3TO o0elranre.Ho KIr0ueBOi MOMEHT 3aKJIio4ascs B ToM, 4To Ctapeiit KaT He ObUT OfMH,
y Hero Oblla TPHHAALATUIETHSS BHyYKa-HeMKa.l Bommpoc BcTas Tak: 3abpaTh ee unu HeT.Ecnu
3abpatb, Ctapsiii KaT He Mor maxe mo3aboTuThCs 0 cebe, a YK 0 BHYYKe U IIOJIaBHO.A eCc/ii He
3abuparth, TO ITie ee pa3MeCcTUTh — 3T0 ObLI Apyrol Bompoc.[lo meicau Ctaporo Katta, Ha camoM
Iese OH BCe Xe XOTeJI, YTOOHl er0 BHy4YKa IMPOooIXkKaia XKuTh B XorcMmuge.Ho ogHO OBIIO SICHO: 9TO
Oblta BonuieOHas mepeBHs. [Ioka OH OB TaM, He ObLI0 OOJIBIION TPO6IEeMEl TPUBECTH CIOMA
HeMKy.Ho Kak TOJIbKO OH y#[eT, ero HeMKa 0oJbIlle He CMOXKEeT 0CTaBaThCs B IepeBHe. PaHo unu
TI03[IHO €€ BRIYUCTST OTCIOMIa BOMIIEOHUKHN. DTO OB Pe3ynbTaT, KoToporo Ctaphriii KaT He xoTen
BUIETh U He X0Tes 3Toro.Kpome TOro, gaxe eciyd OH OTHIPABUATCS B MUP MariioB, YTO IIPOHU30UMIET C
€ro BHYYKOMH, Y KOTOPOU TaM HEeT pofACTBeHHUKOB.CTapkriii K9T nepexusain 06 sToM."KxmM, rocnogux
Kamnbenn, y MeHs eCTb TOIBKO OOHO YCIOBHE. ECIM Bl CMOXKETe COXPaHUTh BenHy U ITO3BOIUTD
el XKUTh 3[eCh B MUpe, ST MOTY OTHATh BaM 3TOT IOM HamIpsiMylo, 6e3 BCSIKUX YCIOBUM.""BEl Tak MHE
noBepsieTe?""To, BO UTO g Bepio, — 3TO pemyTalus ceMbu Kamnbennos. d MHOTO OeCSTKOB JIET
3aHUMaJICA peMecsioM. Torga g HeCKOJIBKO pa3 PEMOHTUAPOBAJI AJIOUuKy [jId MucTtepa Temia. A
BepIo B ero BuneHue.""Brl 3HaeTe Moero geaymky?""K cyacTeio, BUAEN ero HECKOJIBKO pas, 3TO OBLI
OY€eHb XOPOIIN AXKEeHTIbMeH..."Xopo110.C y4eToM 3TUX OTHOIIEHU 1 OMa B Ka4eCTBe Harpamgsl,
XomK He MOT HalTH MPUYKHH 7 0TKa3a.Kak pas mocye nmpuobpeTeHus: 3TOT0 foMa eMy He XBaTajlo
yeJioBeKa, YToOs IIPUCMATPUBATh 3a Mara3uHoM.X0Ts TPUHAMALATUIETHSS IeBo4Ka Oblla HEMHOT'O
MOJIOKe, OHa He Oblyla HeBexXeCTBeHHOH. ECii ee MOTPeHHUPOBATh, OHA, MOIKHO OBITh, CMOXKET
IIPOCTO IPUCMaTpPUBATh 3a Mara3uHoM."Craphlil K3aT, 1 cornaceH ¢ BallluM yCI0BUEM. f Ky Balll
noM, 94TOOBI OTKPHITh HEOOJIBINOY OM3HEC, TaK YTO MyCTh Ballla BHyYKa OCTAHETCS 3[IeCh, YTOOLI
IIOMOYb MHe IIPHCMaTpuBaTh 3a MarasuHoM.""KoHeuHo, BaM HYKHO paccKa3aTh ed 00 3TOM, 5 He
X04Y BHI3BIBATh HUKAKHUX HEeJopa3yMeHuu." — cka3an Xomx."be3 mpobieM. {1 pa3bepych C 3TUM.
benuHpga oyeHs yMHa U pacCyguTeNlbHa. £ Bepio, 4TO OHa nmoumeT 3T0."CTtapeiii K9T B3OOXHYII, XOTS U
HEXOTs, HO eMy IIPHUIIIOCh TakK MOCTynuTh.IToToMy 4TO OH OBIJI CTap, OH OBLT HEfaIeKo OT CMePTH, U
OH YYyBCTBOBaJ 3T0 caM.Pano unu no3pHo benurpaa norepsier ero 3amury.JIy4ine BOCIOIb30BaThCA
3TUM IIIaHCOM, YTOOBI PEIIUThL 3TOT BOIIPOC pa3 u HaBcerga.llocne obcyxmenus gena XooxK U TPoe
VILITH BMECTE, OCTaBUB OCTaBIeecs BpeMsi Ctapomy KaTy, 4TOOB OH MOT IOIIPOIIATHCS CO CBOEH
MaJlIeHbKOY BHY4YKoii.BepHysiucs B Xoraptc.Hu Jlynun, Hu Kyuncu 6ombille He yIOMUHaNA 00 3TOM
nesne.KmoueBsiM Ob1T BEIOOP camoro Ctaporo KaTa,  OHUM [IeHdCTBUTEIPHO HE 3HAJH, YTO
cka3aTh."T'ocnogun KaMmberns, BE He Tak YK U 110X."Kak TOJIBKO OH BHIIIEN U3 CEKPETHOTO TYHHETS,
XomX yBUAET TOTO, KOTO MeHbIlle BCETO X0Tell BUeTh, Jambanopa.dTo 66110 cepbe3Ho! Xomxk
IIOBEPHYJI yTOJI pTa U 3aTeM cKalan: "O, ToCIOoAuH OUPEKTOP, I0YEMY BHI €Ille He OTObIXaeTe, pa3Be



BHI HE XKMeTe Hac?""OTo He COBCEM TaK. Micue3HOBEHHE TPEX MaJIeHbKUX BOJIIIIEOHUKOB
IeNCTBUTEIHLHO BRI3BIBAET I'OJIOBHYIO 00Jb, HO, K CYACTHIO, 5T He 3HaJl 06 3TOM 3apaHee. 1 mpocTo
CIy4YalHO MPOXOOUIT MUMO 3fech.""Torma Bel JeWCTBUTENBHO ToBe310.""f Tak gymaro." Jamonoop
yNBIOHYJICS, @ 3aTeM ckasan: "Hy, rocmogut Kamnbesn, mpocTo moroBopuTh 00 3TOM He MTO3BOJIUT
BaM n3b6exkaTh HaKa3aHusA. BaMm nyu4rie o0bACHUTE, Ky/a Bbl MOIIIA CETOOHS HOYbI0?"
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