¢l cTOsIT Ha KOJIEHSIX Y PY4bs M CMOTPEJI Ha CBOE OTPaXKeHue, KOTOPOe BCe ellle Ka3aioCh MHe
HEe3HAKOMHIM. 10 CpaBHEHHUIO C TeM BpeMeHeM, KOTfia s BIIepPBhIe YBUIET eI0 HECKOJTBKO MeCsIIeB
Ha3afl, Moe JIUIIO Teleph ObIJI0 0OBETPEHHBIM, YKPAILIEHHEIM IT0Ope3aMu U mpamMaMu. CUsIomue Ii1a3a
BOCBMHUJIETHETO MaJIb4MKa, KOTOPHIM ST KOTIa-TO OB, IOTyCKHeNH. [Tof T1a3aMu MOSTBUIKCH TEMHEIE
KPYTH, CBUAETEILCTBYIOIIME 0 MOEM MCTOIIEeHUH. BCce MOe NHII0 BRITIISIAENO XYOEM ¥ UCTOIIEHHEIM,
YTO CBUOETELCTBOBAIO O KOBAPHOM MMPUPO/IEe MOET0 TPeOLIBaHUS B 9TOM JIECy.

OH Ka3zaJjicgd MHe TIOPbMOM, 13 KOTOPOK S He MOT BEIOpaThCA. f IOCTOSTHHO MBICJIEHHO ITPOKJIMHAM TY
CUJIy WM CYIIHOCTh, KOTOPAs IPUBEJIa MEHS CIOfla TAaKUM M3BpaIlleHHHIM CIT0CO00M. BONBUIMHCTBO
"mepeMeleHHEIX" JII0feH, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe B TeX poMaHaX, KOTOPEle MHE JJOBOAUIIOCH YUTATh,
OKa3bIBaJIMCh Ha 3a/IBOPKax ropofia UK faxe B CUPOTCKOM IIPUIOTE, HO 51 OKa3aJsiach 3alepTa
TIOCPeY KUIIAIIET0 MaruyeCKUMU 3BEPSIMU Jieca, KOTOPHIHM, Ka3aock, TAHYJCS 6ECKOHEUHO HOJITO0.

"9TO Tak HeJjeno, Tak HeCllpaBegIuBo..."

C KaX[bIM JHEM MO€ TepIeHue UCTOIAanoCh. [10 CUX ITOP TEMHBIY 3BepPh JOHKUMAJl MEeHS 3JI0BEIIUMU
TIOCJTAaHUSIMH, & CTaPBIM BOMIIIEOHUK HEYCTAHHO OXOTHUIICS 3a MHOM. f1 He 3HaJl, KaKue TpPexu
COBEPIIINII B IIPOILJION XKKU3HU, HO, KOHEYHO, WX OBIJI0 HEIOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR OIIPaBaTh MOAOOHYI0
CUTyanu?

HabpaB B MpUropILHIO BOAKI, 51 MOOpHI3Traia Ha JIUIO, IEITasCh OCTYAUTh HaXJILIHYBIINME 3MOLIUH. S He
MOT TI03BOJIUTH cebe fake Ha MTHOBEHUE II03BOJIUTh CBOEMY Pa304apOBaHKIO 3aXJIECTHYTh MEHS, TakK
KaK 9TO MOTJIO IIPUBECTHU K TOMY, YTO MO€e IOMpaYeHre BO3bMET BepX. f B3MOXHYI U Habpasl B TOPCTh
BO[IbI, YTOJISIST XKaAXKY.

"STOMy MeCTy [OonKeH ObITh KOHEIl. 4 X0Tes MOATOTOBUTHCS K BHIXOAY U3 3TOT0 TaOMPUHTHOTO Jleca,
HO CTapBIX BOMIIEOHWK 3aCTaBUII MeHs 6eXKaTh paHbIlle, YeM s IIaHUPOBal..."

OOBIYHO 5 He JTI0OUT pa3roBapuBaTh C CaMUM CO00M, HO IUTENIbHOEe ONUHOYECTBO B 3TOM JIECY
BEIPA00TAJIO0 Y MEHSI HOBYIO IIPUBHIYKY. Pa3roBopsl ¢ camMuM co60# cTanu Crioco00M MOATBEPOUTh
CBOU MBICJIA ¥ YYBCTBa, 06ecreynBasi 4YyBCTBO TOBAPUIIECTBA B 3TOM OIMHOKOM MECTE.

"Uto 51 BooO1IEe OyAmy menaTh, Korma HakoHel cOery? MoxeT, IpOoCTO MPOTyJIsioch 1o XoreapTcy?
3abpeny Ha Kocoii ITepeynok? f maxe He 3HAI0, TOe HAXOXKYCh..."

BriGpaThcs U3 9TOr0 jieca ObUIO IEPBOOUYEPENHON 3afayeil, HO s1 YYBCTBOBa HEOOXOOUMOCTb UMETh
XOTh KaKoe-To mofgo0ue IjaaHa TOTO, UTO XKAEeT MeHs Ha APYro# cTtopoHe. [aBHas mpobnema
3aKJ04ajachk B TOM, UTO g IIOHATHS He UMeJl, B KaKOU Iepuof BpeMeHH momnan. HackKoabKo 51 3Har, g
MOT OKa3aThCsl B MUPe BOJIIeOHNKOB BO BpeMeHa OCHOBAaTeJled UK B 310Xy MapopepoB. Bo3aMoxkHO
maxke, 4TO s IIOIal BO BpEMeHa BO3BHIIeHUs ['pruHIenbBanbaa. He ObII0 HUKAKUX TPU3HAKOB,
yKa3bIBalOIIUX Ha TO, B KAKOM MepUofe I HaX0XKYCh, U, He 3Has 3TOr0, S He MOT CyAuTh, Kyda MHE
JIyy4llle TIOUTU UJIA YTO CHOEeNaTh.

"OgHO MOTy CKa3aTh TOYHO... ECu 9T0 HOpMasbHbM KaHOH U ['appu [ToTTep psmoM, TO S TOYHO He
noeny B XorsapTc. ITO MeCTO - CMepTeJibHas JIOBYIIKaA..."

OCBEeXHUBIIKCH BOTOH, ST OCMOTPET CBOIO OJIEKAY ¥ C JOCANOH B3OXHYII.

"Y HUX maxe He XBaTUJIO IIpUIInYuAg OOeTh MEeHS CIO[d KdK CIIeJyeT. A mo cux IIOP YKPRIBAIOCh
JINCTBAMH. qYBCTBYIO cebsi KAKMM-TO IIJIEMEHHBIM OXOTHHUKOM..."

[TomHABIINCE HA HOTH, I YCIIBIIIIAJI IMOPOX, I[OHOCHI.U;PIﬁCH U3 OJaJIbHUX KYCTOB. Hpe}KJIe qeM 4 yCIien
CpearupoBaTh U CIIPATATHCA, U3 JIMCTBEL IIOABUJIMCE OBE ‘-IeJ'IOBeKOHOJIO6HBIe (I)I/Il"ypbl. OpnHako OHHM



OTJIMYAJIUCh OT TOT'O CYIIEeCTBA, KOTOPOE, KaK 5 Temeph MOHSII, CKopee Bcero, ObII0 WHGEPH, C
KOTOPHBIM 5T CTOJIKHYJICS, KOTa TOJIbKO IIPHUOBIT Clofa. Y 3TUX YeJI0BEKOMOJO00HbIX CYIIeCTB ObITu
KJIBIKM U O4YeHL OjiemHas Koxa.

"BaMnupur?"

Ele ogHa yrpo3a, 0 KOTOPOH CTOUT OECIIOKOUThCS. I BHUMAaTeIbHO HaOmonal 3a HUMH, 3aMETHB,
YTO UX HETIOMBUXKHEIN B3TTISAM YCTPEMJIEH Ha MEeHs, BHUMATEeIbHO U3y4yas KaXkaoe Moe OBUKeHue. 51
MeIJIeHHO OMyCTHUIach Ha KOJIEHHU U Mofo0pasia KaMeHb U3 Py4Ybsi, TOTOBSICh K OTYASTHHOM IIOMHITKE
6erctBa. Korma oM mpubnu3unuch, OOUH U3 HUX 3aTOBOPHIIL.

"CKOT... CBeXHUH CKOT..."

Emre omgHO CyIIecTBO, KOTOPOE XOTEeJI0 Ha MeHS MOOXOTUThCS. OmHaKo, Ha0Iomas 3a STUMU OBYMS
"BaMmupaMu", s TOYYBCTBOBA OECIIOKOMCTBO. B KHUTaX BaMIUpPEL He Oblid 0€e30yMHBIMU
CyllleCTBaMHU, IBUKUMBIMU MCKITIOYUATEJIBHO XaX 01 KpoBU. Ha caMoM [iesie OHU 3aKIIOYUIIN JOT0BOP
¢ MUHHUCTEPCTBOM Maru#, MO3BOISIONUIMN UM COCYIIIECTBOBATh C BoJneOHMKaMu. HeKoTophie
BaMITUPHI [azKe XKUY B 00111eCTBe BONIIEOHNKOB, 00nagas COOCTBEHHBIMHU MTajI0YKaMy 1
Maru4ecKuMH CIIoCOOHOCTSMH. Ho 3TH gBa CyIecTBa Ka3alHuCh MOYTH JTUIIEHHBIMY CO3HaHus. OgHO
13 HUX He MOTJIO O0JIbIle XKAaTh ¥ OPOCHIIOCH Ha MEHS.

"XKHUBYYKA!"

Korga ono 6e3paccygHo HaOpOCHUIOCh Ha MEHSI, s1 CO BCEW CHIIHI YIAPHUI er0 KaMHEM, KOTOPBIH
mepzkain B pyke. Korga roiosa XXKUBOTHOT'O TPUGIU3UIIACH, ST HAHEC MOIIHKIM yOap, 0T KOTOPOTO OHO
ymaso B pydei. K coxkaneHnuto, oH He ObIJI COUT C HOT, KaK s Haflesi/iCsi, BEPOSITHO, M3-3a Moel ciaboi
CHJIBI BOCEMHUJIETHET'0 Heloeqanero pebeHka.

BTopoit Bamnup Toxke GPOCHUIICS Ha MeHs. Pearupys Kak MOXKHO OkICTpee, ST MEeTHYJ KaMeHb, IT0IIaB
BTOPOMY BaMITUPY B JIKIIO0. BOCIIOIB30BaBUINCE Clly4aeM, 1 6pocuics 6exkaTh, HaiesiCh CIIaCTHUCh.
Opnako o0a BaMImupa OBICTPO MPUIIIK B ce0sI U MpeciieioBaIl MeHs C ITOPa3uTENIbHOW CKOPOCTHIO.
Cepplie 3aKO0JIOTHIIOCH, BEb MOS JKM3Hb CHOBA BUCEJIA HA BOJIOCKE.

C Kax[OpIM yIapoM ceppaiia 06CKypa CJIOBHO OT3IBAIach BHYTPH MeHsI. Mou 000CTPEHHBIE 9MOIIHH,
OTYasTHUE ¥ CTPaX HAaXOOUIU OTKJIUK B 00CKYpe, MMOAUTEIBAs er0 CUJTy U IorJIolias MeHs. boib
BHYTPH C KaXKObIM MIHOBEHMEM CTAHOBUIIACh BCe CHUJIbHEE, YCUINBas Moe Bo30yxkneHue. S
TIOTIBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTH Ce0s1, HO B TAKOM TSAXKEIIOM CUTYaIluu 3TO ObII0 HEBEPOSITHO CJIOXKHO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Moe 3PpeHue Ha4aJl0O TYCKHETh. Jlec BIIepenou PacCIlJIbIBAJICA U TEMHEJI, d KOHTPOJIb Ha[
MOHM TE€JIOM YJIETy4YMUBaJICS.

"Ecnu s yMpy 37€eCb, TO ITyCTh XOTS OBl 3TH [Ba yO/II0Ka YMPYT BMECTe CO MHOM..."

¢ mpou3Hec 3TH CIIOBa, KOT[a MOe Co3HaHue 6araHCHPOBAJIO Ha TPAHU U OKOHYATEIBHO MTOTPY3UI0CH
BO ThMY. 51 TOTEPSiI CO3HAHKWE BO BTOPOM pa3 B 9TOM JIECY...

Yepes Jec I1e1 YeIoBeK C JTI000MBITHBIM 3HAKOM OT/IMYKS HA TPYAM - YepHas MOpPHa, OX0XKas Ha
JIETY4YyI0 MBIIIb, C POTaM# U YEeTHIPbMS KPHUTbSIMHU, PacTyIIuMu U3 Hee. JItoboMy HabIofaTeo 3TOT
3HaK MOT II0Ka3aThCsl HECKOJIBKO IeMOHUYECKUM U 37BIM. Mis 1o jecy, oH 6opMoTan npo ceosl.

"O1u npokAThe pabsl... KnsHych, s yObio UX, KOrfa Haunmy".



YI“J'IYGI/IBHII/ICB B JiIeC, OH HAaTKHYJICSA Ha pyqefl. [Tomro00BaBIINCH HA BOOY, OH IIOOHSAJI TOJIOBY 1
3dMETHII BOaJIeKe 9TO-TO HeOoOBIYHOe.

"IlepeBbs... ux cpyounu?"

Ha He6GoIbIIOM PacCTOSHUY OT Py4bsi BCe MePEBbs ObIIM CPYOJIEeHEl U JIeXKalld B pynuHax. B aToiu
YacTH Jieca 9T0 OBIIO PEOKUM 3PEJUIeM, TOCKOIbKY MarniecKie Yaphl He TO3BOJISIIM IPOHUKHYTh
Clofla HeMaru4ecKuM cuiaM. Knansl u "ceMbu", KUBYIIME B 3TOM JIECY, He CTalu OBl 3aHUMATHCS
71€C03ar0TOBKAMU, ¥ HU OOUH Marjl He CMOT OBl CIOfla IIPOHUKHYTh.

MyK4rHa IOCTIeIIn K MECTY pa3pylleHus U 00HapPyKUJI TO, Yero HUKaK He oxupas. Bes
TEPPUTOPHS, Ha KOTOPOH yIIalu mepeBbs, Obllla pa3joxkeHa U pa3pyireHa. Cpemu 007I0MKOB OH
3aMeTHII IBe 3HAKOMbIe (PUTYpHI, 0€3KU3HEHHO JIeXKallie Ha 3eMiie; 066 OHU Ka3auCh
Pa30pBaHHBIMU B KJIOYbS.

"3HauuT, 3TO padwl... MepnuHOBa 60poda, UX pa3opBajo Ha YacTH..."
OcMOTpeB TPOJL/Iel ellle HEMHOT0, My2K4Y/WHa B3[OXHYII;
"Hy, o KpaiitHe# Mepe, 3T0 ©36aBUT MeHS OT mpodem..."

Ornsges pa3pylleHHbBe OKPECTHOCTH, MyKUYMHA PELIUT UCCIIef0BaTh UX Aasblile. Boanu ot
pa3pylLIeHHO! MeCTHOCTU OH 3aMeTus KaMeHb. [lofgoiifsa K HeMy, OH YBUeJI PYKY, JIeXKalllyo Ha
3eMJie C IPYTO# CTOPOHEL JTO Oblla YejoBedecKas pyKa, ¥ 3TO 3pejuille YIUBUTIO €T0.

"MoxerT, 910 oguH U3 Tex CBeTnbix Cepaen? HeT... 0HM HUKOTa HEe 3aX0O4T B 3Ty 4acTh jieca. OHU
3HAIOT, YTO OH HAXOOUTCS IOJ Halllel IOPUCOUKIINENn".

OO6orHyB CKaly, MyK4YKdHa IIOCMOTpEJI BHU3 ¥ 00HAPyKUJI Majb4yrKa, He CTaplle BOChMHU JIET, B
JKalKoM cocTosHuMU. Ha Manbunke He OBITIO OfI€K[IbL, & €T0 TeJ0 ObLJIO ITOKPHITO MHOTOYUCIIEHHBIMU
paHamu. Ero u3MoXKeHHbIN U pa30UTHI BUJ BhI3Ba/l y My2KYUHEL YYBCTBO KAJIOCTH.

"9TOT Malb4UK... OH, [IOMKHO OBITh, 00CKypa, YUUTHIBAS Pa3pylIeHUs BOKPYT... CTOUT JIX MHe
IIPEKPaTUTh eTr0 CTpajaHus 30ech?"

BrixBaTuB Med, 4TO OBIJIO HEXapPAaKTEPHO MJIST BOJIIEOHUKOB 3TOM 3MOXH, 0OBIYHO BIAdEBIINX
TIaJI0YKaMHU, OH MTPUCTABUII €T0 K IIee MajIbyriKa, 06OyMbIBasi BO3MOXKHbEIE BapHaAHTHL. Yepes
MT'HOBEHHE OH B3[OOXHYII.

"Hert... { He MOry BOT Tak IpocTo youTh ero. OH n30aBui1 MeHsI OT He00XOOUMOCTHU BHICTIEXKHUBATh TEX
IBYyX paOblHb, faXe eCNU 3TO NIPUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO OH OKa3aJICs B TAKOM COCTOSITHUH. fl TOKa OTHeCy
€ero B Kj1aH. BO3MOXHO, r71aBa CMOXKeT IIPeIOXKUTh IIOMOIITh, Korfa oH BepHeTcs. K Tomy ke OyneT
MHTEPECHO Y3HaTh, KaK TaKO¥ MaJibYMK OKa3aJcsd 30eck..."

MyX4rHa IPHUCENT U ITOMHSI MaJlbuKKa Ha mme4o. OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO MaJIbYUK O4YeHb JIETKUH - elle
OJIHO CBUMETENIbCTBO CTPaflaHUM, TIepeHeCEeHHbIX UM B 3TOM Jiecy. Helonro comHeBasich B CBOeM
pelIeHny, MyKUrHa PELIn IPONOJIXKUTE yTh. OH 4YBCTBOBAJI, UTO MaJIbuMK ellle XKUB, U BUL €T0
JKAJIKOTO COCTOSIHUS TOJIBKO YKPEIUIT €70 PELUTUMOCTb TIOMOYb.

OH noHecC Manb4uKa U HallIpaBHUIICA BTHYGB JjieCa, IIOBTOpsA CBOU IIaru...
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