Crosan I'yJI TOJIOCOB.

ApeHa 1 ITPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT OBITIM 3AII0THEeHBI FOHBIMHU YY4€HUKaMU U CTPAXKHUKAMHU,
IIPOCJIBIIIaBIIMMHU O IIOEJUHKE.

EcTecTBeHHO, IPUCYTCTBOBAJa U I'PyIIa En Uxu [1éHa, ¥ BLHIpaKeHUs UX JIUI OBIIM JasleKHd OT
PafOCTHBIX.

"Tocmogun!"

"0, macrep Iun".

"YT0 3m€ech, BO UMS BCETr0 CBATOI0, IPOMUCXOOUT?"

En Xo [I3KOH JTUIIE 0T IIeYaMH.

"Ionras uctopusi. B ob1uieM, Tak MOIy4IUIoCs".

JInno ITva Mo okaMeHeo.

"9T0 HeponycTuMo! Brl 0053aHbl OTMEHUTE 3TOT MMOEIUHOK CHIO XK€ CEeKyHAOy!"
"HeB0O3MOXKHO".

n

"TocrmoguH! 9TOT YenoBekK!..

"¢l B Kypce ero croco6HOCTel. XapaKTep Y HeT0, MOXKET, ¥ THUJION, HO BOT IIX Y HETO MOIITHAS,
BIIEYATIIseT. BUOHO, YTO MOBUAAI OH HEMAO CpaXKeHuu".

OH novyyBCTBOBAJ CUJTy IPOTUBHUKA ONHUMU JIUIIb CBOUMU YyBCTBaMU.

B 06bI4HOM cUTyaluu OH OBl TOPOUIICS CBOEN YYBCTBUTENIBHOCTHIO, HO celiyac ObLIO He 10 3TOTO.
"fd caM mougy U OTMEHIO 3TOT IOEOUHOK".

"MacrTep Ilun".

"Tocmogun!"

En Xo [I7XK0H IOKaYast TOJIOBOA.

"Ecnu T ceidyac MOGHUMEIID IIyM, ITBITasCh OTMEHUTD TO€IUHOK, TO JIUIIb 3alsTHAEIIL YeCTh
HallIero KjaHa'".

"MIMEHHO II03TOMY 4 U CKa3aJl, YTO CUTYallUs CI0XKHas. Pa3 yXK Tak BHIIIO0, IPOCTO JOBEPLCSI MHE U
XKaou. YpesMmepHbIe ITepeXXrUBaHuA He KpacAT NOOYAHEHHOTO".

[Iunr Mo 3aKkycurn ryoy.
Heyxenu oH He noHuMan HaMeperui Ex Xo [IxxoHa? Ho IPOTUBHHUK GBI CIIMIIKOM OIaCeH.

9toT Uy CoH 6blT MacTepoM, ¢ KOTOpeIM U caM Lllun Mo He B3ssics Obl cpaXaThCs 6€3 OlacKu.
Koneuno, ecnu 651 0H CHsT "IlevaTs", To cMOT OBI OOJIETh €T0 3a TPHU IIpHeMa, HO TOT ObII MAaCTEPOM,



CITIOCOOHBIM Ha PaBHBIX CpaxaThes ¢ riaaBo# Otpsima JIadyproro Opiia, ubs cuila Oblla U3BECTHA
BCEMY MUDY.

Ou caM Bufen G6oeBrle HcKyccTa En Xo [IxxoHa, Ho mpotus Uy CoHa y Hero He 65110 maHcos. A Uy
CoH He IPOSIBUT CHUCXOXKOeHUd K Benukowmy IIpunily kiiaHa EH.

"KcTaTH, HaCcueT TOro, o 4yeM s Tebs mpocur..."
"Ia? Ax, ga! OHo y MeHd ¢ co0oi, Ho..."
“TeI ero He nmprHec. YTo K, HEBAXKHO".

En Xo JI2k0H B3$J1 B PYKH KOIIbe, CTOSIBIIEe Y CTeHHL. JIIMHHOE KOIIbe, YyTh GOIbIIe MeCcT GyTOB, OH
npuoOpen B Onuxkaiiiiei Ky3HHIIe.

"Brl OymeTe cpaxaTtbcsi KombeM? Pa3Be Bbl He COOMPAMCh UCIIOIb30BaTh MacTEPCTBO Imocoxa?"
"Kombe ceryac nomouper ayviie".

B aTOT MOMeHT OH 3ametwn EH Uxu I1éHa, BMecTe ¢ GpaToM u cecTpoi UYxKyrs, Gerymux K Hemy
n3naneka.

V Exn Xo JIK0oHa Ipomas BeCh alleTHT.

"IIpuneTcs OOHATLCA Ha apeHy, [I0Ka OHU He YCTPOUJIU I1eperosiox”.
bawm!

OpHUM IPLIKKOM OH OKa3aJICd Ha apeHe.

Paccrositiue Goree 4eM B TPU MeTpa OH NPeofosiesl OMHUM MaxoM. Y 3To He OB TSXKeNbli MPHIKOK, a
JIETKUH, CJIOBHO IIEPHIIIKO, CKaYOK.

Yy CoH, yXKe IIOAHSABIINNCS Ha apeHy, CKPeCTUB PYKHU Ha Tpyau, Habmogan 3a En Xo IXKOHOM.
"ToToB?"

"A THI?"

Yy CoH yxmbUTbHYICS. EMy He TpeGoBanach IOATOTOBKA K CXBATKE C 3TUM IOHIIOM.

En Xo JIK0H KUBHYIL.

"He OymeM TSHYTH KOTa 3a XBOCT. MOXKeT, cpa3y HauHeM?"

"3ameuaTenbHO. Ho moyeMy T € KombeM?"

“IIpocTo Tak".

Yy CoH HaxXMypHIiCA.

"HacCKoIBbKO MHE M3BECTHO, OCHOBHEIM OpyXKKeM KilaHa EH 3enéHoii ropl, aiaderca Meq?"

"OH MHe He TOHamo0uTCsI, YTOOB pa3o0paThCcs ¢ TOOOH".



TpynHee npuayMaTh 60jiee OTKPOBEHHYIO ITPOBOKALIUIO.
o,
Ot Tena Yy CoHa ucxofuiia CBUpemnas aypa.

[lymuxa BOKpYI apeHbsl MTHOBEHHO CTHXJ1a. Bcex cl10BHO CKOBaJl JibaoM ucxoggummu ot Yy Cona
3JI0BEIIUIM XOJIOI.

[Topaxasa He TOJIBKO €ro Cuia, HO U CBUPenocTs. OH HAallOMUHAJT XUIIHOTO 3BEPSI, 3aTHABIIETO
noOBIYy B yTOI.

A uto0 xe En Xo IMxoH?

Bxuk. BxukK.

OH NeHMUBO Bpalllall KOIbe B PyKaX, U ONaBIINE JIUCThA KPYXKUIUCh BOKPYT OCTPHUS.
‘XM, HEInoxo'.

Bamalc HEMHOT'0 OT/IMYAJICS OT JKEJIe3HOTO IT0CoXa.

Ho oH ymoBun 3Ty 'pa3uuily'. 3Toro ObJI0 JOCTAaTOYHO. Ero pyka 4yBCTBOBasa ee, a 3HaYUT, OH yXKe
HallO0JIOBUHY OBJIafle]l MACTEPCTBOM BJIaE€HUS KOIIbEM.

Bxux! 3Bsk!

Komre, BpaiaBieecs Bce ObICTpee U ObICTPEE, OCTAaHOBUIIOCH, U3M1aB YIIPYTHUM 3BYK.
En Xo [IxoH crerka MIPHUCETI, IIOJIOXKKUB KOITbe Ha IIJIeY0.

Bmox. Brimox.

B ero 3paukax mepiasn ciabbiit romy0oi CBeT.

I'ma3a Yy CoHa 3aropesucse.

'Hennoxo'.

Ero 1 6bita ycToruuBoi. OH OBIJT JOCTOMH HA3hIBAThCS MacCTEPOM II€pBOT0 Kiacca.

Ho Ha aToMm Bce. B ero Bo3pacTe Takol ypOBEHb CHJIbI OBIT BIIOJTHE €CTECTBEHHBIM [JI51 IIPEEMHUKA
ogHoro u3 Cemu Benukux KiaHOB.

'B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO BCe, HA UTO OH CII0COOeH'.
Ha nuue Yy CoHa MeJIbKHYJIO pa3oyapoBaHUe.

OH-TO gyMas, 4TO Iepef HUM AOCTOMHBIYA IPOTUBHUK, a 0Ka3aJioCh, YTO 3TO BCETO JIUIIb 3€JIEHBIN
foHell. Hy, o KpaiHell Mepe, CTOWKa y Hero Obljia 4TO HafIo.

"Haunem?"

"aBaii. [Tato Te6e TPy CEKYHMOH".



"Tpu ceKyHOBI?"
Yy CoH yCMeXHYIICA.

"THI CTOMIID TIepen nuaepoM HoBooOpa3oBaHHOTO OTpsina boeBrix Meueit Benukoro Knana HamryH!
ThI 3a51BUJI, YTO IPU30BEIIb MEHS K OTBETY, TaK YTO IIPUMHU ITU XKaJIKUe TPU CEeKyHIHI".

Ero croBa OBLIM ITOTHEL BEICOKOMEDHUSI.

Ho oH 3acinykui mpaBo TOBOPUTE OJ0OHBIM 00pa3oM. Bce, KTO CHBIIIa ero CjioBa, OB C HUM
COTJIACHHL.

En Xo II7X0H, He CBOOUBLINH I'J1a3 C Yy CoHa, paccimabum CTOUKY.
Yy CoH CKJIOHHUJI T'OJIOBY HabOK.

"4T10 9TO THI 3amyMan?"

"Tpu cekyHOBI?"

"UmeHHO".

Tomy6oii cBeT, MeplaBIIuii B raa3ax Ex Xo JIkoHa, oCTeneHHo TyckHen. OH OTKIo4an TeXHuKy
Hctunnoro JlazypHoro IIénka.

"Yro TH genaews? Padgyman gpatecsa?”

"4 nepemyman".

"YT0 THI XOUEIlbh 3TUM CKa3aTh?"

Ha ry6ax Ex Xo [Ik0oHa 3aurpana jierkas yne0Ka.

Yy CoH HaxMypuJIcs. ITa ynbi0Ka BEI3BIBAIa Y HETO HEIIPUSITHOE MTPeIuyyBCTBUE.
Bxux.

En Xo [Ik0H Me[/IeHHO IOAHS KOIbe, KOTOpoe epxKa nocepeaune. OcTpue GBII0 HAalpaBaeHo Ha
Yy Cona.

2L

Yy CoH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK Y HETO CKAJIOCh CEPALIE.
'YouiicTBeHHOe HaMepeHue?'

Her.

910 OBITI0 He HaMepeHUe YOUTh, a aypa, UCXOHIas 0T OCTPUS Kombs. Mrinonomo6Has ocTpast aypa
HCXONKIIA OT OORIYHOTO XKeJIe3HOT0 KOIIbsI, KYIIJIEHHOT'O UM B Ky3HHUIIE.

U B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa Yy CoH MOo4yBCTBOBAJI aypy KOIIbA...

B ToT cambii Mur riasa Ex Xo [I2KoHa CTaau DyCTHIMA.



"Tax BOT, TH TOBOPWUJI, UYTO T'OTOB HECTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a CBOU CJI0Ba?"

II"'II

"TIpekpacHo. Ecnu Thl 06HaXKUIIIb CBOM MeY paHbllle, YeM HCTEKYT TPU CEKYH[H, 51 yObIo TeOs Ha
MecTe".

U B atoT MoMeHT EH Xo [IK0H Hauas aTaxy.
Tom-Tor.

Illaru Ex Xo [I2K0Ha, IepeceKaBIIero apexy no HampasieHuo K Uy CoHy, Obi1x 06sYHEIME. Hu
OBICTPHIMH, HY MEeJIJIEHHBIMH, 3TO Oblzla caMasi OOLIKHOBEHHas X0mb0a.

Ho nutio Yy CoHa cTaHOBUIIOCH BCe 00Jiee HAPSXKEHHBIM.
"Yrto 3To Takoe?'
MenneHHO, OUeHb Me[JIEHHO.

Ha Hero HakaThIBalI0 He0OBICHUMOE 03HOD, KOrfa oH cMoTpel, Kak Ex Xo JI2KoH mpubiuxaeTcs K
HEeMY, He U37Ty4asi HU KallJId aypHl.

'‘OH 4TO-TO 3amymarn?..'
Korpa paccTosigre Mex[y HIMU COKPaTHIIOCh [0 TPEX METPOB...
En Xo [XK0H TOTHST KOTIBE.

OH 3aHec ero Hajf T'0JIOBOM, CJIOBHO [iepKaJl OTPOMHBIA Med. [IBUXKeHHe 9TO 00JIbIIe IOAXOIUIIO JIs
0051 C IBYPYYHBIM MEYOM UM CEKHPOU, HO HUKAK He C KOIbEM.

YTto 3T0 Takoe?

Bce, kT0 Habmoan 3a MoegUHKOM, HEIOYMEHHO CKJIOHUJIU I'0JIOBEL. YTO 3TO 3a MaHepa AepKaTh
Kombe? Pa3Be B MUpe CyllleCTBOBajla Takas TEXHUKaA 0051?

WM B TOT MOMEHT, KOT'7la BHUMaHUe BCeX OBIII0 MMPUKOBAHO K MTPOUCXOSIIEMY...
Bam!
Hora Er Xo [I3X0Ha ¢ CHJIOH OTIYCTHU/ACh Ha JIePEBSHHLIN I10JT aPEHHI.

[Toka3anoch, YTO COOPOTHYACH BCST apeHa. B To ke caMoe MTHOBEHUE IIeCTH(DYTOBOE KOMbe
o0pymmnoch mpsiMo Ha roioBy Uy CoHa.

I'maza Yy CoHa pacCUIMpUIUCE OT yKaca.

"YT0, yTO 3TO TakKoe?!'

Korbe omyckamock C HEBEPOSITHOM CKOPOCTHIO.

OH Mor ObI JIeTKO YBepHYThCS. OOHUM OBUKEHWEM PYKH OH MOT Obl COMTH KOIIhe C TPAeKTOPHH.

Ho Yy CoH nouemy-To He peluascs chejiaTb HU TO, HU IPYIoe.



"Jept nobepu!!"
B omHO MTHOBEHUE TIepe[l ero ria3aMyu BO3HUKIIO BUIEHKE, OXBAaTUBIIIEE BCE BOKPYT.

B TeMHOM Mupe, rae He OBIJI0 HUYEro, KpoMe KPOMEIIHOM ThbMBI, OTPOMHBIM TOIIOP, CJIOBHO T'OPa,
00pYyIIKBAJICS Ha HETO, OMMHOKO CTOSIIET0 Ha KPAlo MPOIMACTH.

Pa3mMepkl, TSKeCThb, C KOTOPOM TOIIOP AaBUJI Ha BO3OYX, U CBUPEIOCTh, COTPSICaBIas 3eMJI0, ObIIH
HACTOJIBKO YYJOBUIIHEI, YTO OH Ha MTHOBEHUE OLIYTHUJI, KaK OTYasIHUE CKOBHIBAET €T0 TEJIO.

‘fl monXkeH... yBepHYThCA!..'

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH BCTPETUIICS C IApOU I'fla3, CMOTPEBIINX Ha HETO U3-3a OTPOMHOTO TOIIOpa.
U 371 rnas3a ObUIM ClleTKa U30THYTH, HAallOMUHAS II0JTyMeCSILI.
'‘A-a-a!'

Yy CoH BCKUHYJ PYKHU HaJ I'OJIOBOM.

Y ero npepmnneyss NPUHAIU Ha ce0s yoap KOIbS.

I'poxoT!

Yl

Konenu Yy CoHa NOJOTHYJIUCE.

‘Taxemno!!"

Ynap Obl1 HEBEPOSTHO MOLIHEIM.

9To0 OblJTa HE TeXHUKA Kombs. U He IIPOCTO TEXHUKA II0COXA.

9T0 OBIN yKacawluy yap, CoYyeTaBIINi B cebe CBUPEIIOCTh CEKUPHI, TPU3PavHOCTh Meda, THOKOCTh
TEXHUKU 110COXa U OCTPOTY TEXHUKU KOIbS.

‘[Ipoknaree!’
Boox-Beimox!
OH mocremHo coOpas CBOI0 BHYTPEHHIO 3HEPTHI0 ¥ HallpaBUJl ee B PYKH.

Pyku croBHO 060KTj10 orHeM. Ha MUT eMy 110Ka3anoch, YTO OHU CJIOMaHbI OT YYIOBUIITHON CHUJIBI
yroapa.

Ho ataka Ex Xo [[3K0HAa TOIBKO HaUMHAJIACH.
Bbax!

YKUHTAK — 9TO TEXHHMKA, IPU KOTOPO¥ GO0ell, pe3K0 HaCTymas Ha 3€MJII0, UCIIOIh3yeT CUITY OTHAYH
HUKHEHN YacTH TeJla OJis YCUJIEHUS yaapa.

On IIOBTOPHUII Y2KUHTAK, COEJIAB IIal’ BIIEPEN. Ho Ha sTot Pa3 3BYK yOapa OBLII HAMHOTO rpoMue u
MOIITHEe.



U BTOpOM ymap oOpYIIXIICS Ha HETO.

Bcnpimka!

[Tocne ymapa cBepXy BHU3 IIOCJIefloBajla aTaka OCTPHUEM KOIIbS.
'‘Brictpo!’

CkopocTh OblsTa TaKo#, 4TO OH 320511 0 6011 B pyKax. OT OCTPUS KOIIbsI, KOTOPOEe [IBUTAIOCh TakK,
CJIOBHO XOTEJIO IIPOH3UTh €r0 CEeP/Ile, HCXOMUIa Kaxk/aa yOUrnCTBa.

Bamax!
Ha MruoBeHue ero majbLbl APOTHYIIN.

OH MHCTHHKTHUBHO IOTBITAJICS BRIXBATUTh MeY ¥ KOHTPATaKoBaTh. HO 9TO GBI BCETO JIUIIB BTOPOM
npreM. [laxke He BTOPOH IIpKeM, a BCero JIUIIL BTopas aTaka.

Yepr!"

l—Iy CoH, OTCTyIIas, IIYCTUJICA B CTpeMHTeHbeIfI oer. OH IIOHMAJI, 9YTO I'OJILIMHA PYKaMHU €My He
BBEICTOATH.

bamMm!

Brinmaj KombeM BCIIOPOJI BO3MYX, €[Ba er0 He 3a/ieB.
I' 1

OH moYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK X0JIOIOK IpobexKa 1o Koxe.

Y Hero He 6blJI0 BpeMeHU o0opauuBaThCs. Ho OH MHCTUHKTUBHO MOHSAJ. EMy He y#anochk IOTHOCThHIO
YUTH OT yaapa KOIIbs.

'‘OH MeHs nope3ar'.

Y mope3 65T HOBONBHO TIy0oKuM. Ecu OB OH 3aMeIlKajcs XOTh Ha MTHOBEHHE, OCTPHE KOIIbS
BOH3HUJIOCH OBl €My B JKHBOT.
1

'TIpoknaTtee!..

Ero pa3ym, {0 9TOr0 MOMeHTa MpeOhIBaBIINI B HEKOTOPOM OlLleTIeHeHHH, MI'HOBEHHO
chokycupoBancs. CIiHa BHIIPSMUIACE, IIJIEYU HATIPSATIIUCH.

OH OB yBEPEH, YTO YBEPHYJICS, HO omnbCesi. BOT HAaCKOIBKO OBICTPEIM GBI 3TOT yap KOMbEM.
3aTeM IOCJIeoBasa TPEeThs aTaka.

3ansctee Ex Xo JIxoHa, CKuMaBIIee IPeBKO KOMbs, IIABHO IBUHYTIOCH.

[la-na-na-na-nax!

ecsaTok konui ycTpeMmunock K Uy Cony.

TexHUKa OMHOPYYHOTO Kombsi. Y ToXKe HeBeposATHO OvicTpasi. OHa Oblja HAaCTOJILKO CTPEMUTEIIHHOH,



YTO 3a KOIbeM TSHYJICS IjIeid 13 0CTAaTOYHRIX U300PaKeHUH.
'210!..!
Ho etre 6osbiie ero mopakanyd CUHXPOHU3AIIUS U BEIOOD IMO3UITHH.

OcTpusi, aTakoBaBIIIMe ero B 0co00M puTMe, cOUBaM C TOJIKY ero BocupusTue. neanbHo ObUIH
IIPOCYUTAHKI ¥ IMO3UIIMY [IJIS aTaKW. BHIagbl KOMbsI, HallpaBJIEHHBEIE B MECTA, OT KOTOPHIX
HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO YBEPHYTHCS, HATIOMUHAJIN OCKAJTUBIIIETOCS 3BePsi, HECYIIET0CS IPSIMO Ha HETO.

B rnazax y Uy CoHa noTeMHeTO.

Ecnu yBepHYTHCS HEBO3MOXKHO, 3HAUUT HYKHO 0JI0KMPOBaTh, HO KaXX[bIY yap KOIbkeM Hec B cebe
CBUDEIYIO aypy. bbI0 HEOHATHO, KAKOM M3 HUX HACTOSIIINM, @ KAaKOU — HUJII03US.

'‘CmepTn?!'

CTpaHHOE OILIyIleH’e 0XBATUJIO €T0.

WM B TOT MOMEHT, KOI'[Ia OH 9TO ITO4yBCTBOBaJI, pyKa Uy CoHa cama co00l IIpUIIlIa B IBUKEHHUE.
Bxwx!

Kombe En Xo [IKoHa 6b1710 OTGUTO B CTOPOHY.

"Kxa!"

OpuoBpeMeHHO ¢ 9TUM Tejio Uy CoHa pa3BepHYJIOCH 110 AuaroHasu. B ero pyke cBepKHYJ rofry0oi
Med, YKpallleHHEIY OparoleHHbIMU KaMHSIMH.

9710 OBLIa TEXHUKA Meua.

OH He 6710KMpOBAJ yap Me4YoM, He TapupoBasl U He 3amuinancsa. OH KOHTpaTaKoBajl COOCTBEHHOM
TEXHUKOM, HEeUTPaJIn30BaB aTaKy IPOTUBHUKA.

['ma3a Yy CoHa pacmupuinch oT yxaca.
'd gyTh He morub'.

OH GBI Ha BOJIOCKE OT CMEPTH. JTOT yaap OBLI CMEePTEIbHO onaceH. Eciu OBl OH He BHIXBATHII
BOBpPEMSI MeU U He IIPUMEHHUJI BTOPYIO0 TEXHUKY, TO CeAYac B €ro Tejie 3usiyio OBl HECKOJIBKO [IBIP.

Kak maBHO OH He UCITHITHIBAJI TOM0OHOT0 cTpaxa? CKOIbKO BPpEMeHH IIPOIIUIO C TeX IOop, KakK OH B
IIOCJIEHUU pa3 YyBCTBOBaJI TaKOE HAIPSKEHUe?

“TBI HE CcOepzKa ClIoBa".
IoTpsacennsi Uy Con mocMoTpen Ha Ex Xo JIxoHa.

On YBHUOEJII, KaK EH X0 JIKO0H, TI0JIOKUB KOIIbe Ha IINIeYo, CMOTPHUT Ha HETO XOJIOOHBIMH, KadK JIeN,
T'JIa3aMH.

"$1 e rOBOPUII: €CNTA HE BHIIEPKHUIIL TPU CEKYHIHI, 51 yObIO Tebs".

II"'II



"Tlo3BOMb K€ MHE IIPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBATh Tebe, YTO KaxkKaoe TBOe CIIOBO UMEET BEC B THICAUY I[3UHEH".
Bawm!

Ex Xo [I3K0H 6poCcHICs Ha HETO, CJIOBHO XHUIIHHIH 3BEpb.
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