Tummna. TemHOTa. BpeMs oT BpeMeHH, 3eBalOlIUil KapayIbHBIN, BO BPEMS aTPYIUPOBAHUS
TIPOXOMXJT MUMO KOCTPOB U I'PYIII COJIAAT, HaXOOALUIUXCS B PeXKUME 0XKUIaHUS.

CTpaHHO, YTO HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO TakKas cjabas u nerkas moOwya, KakK JIIO[Y, PACIIOI0XKUIACh,
IPSIMO Ha BUAY V Y2KaCHBIX MOHCTPOB, KOTOPHIE BCETIa KUOATUCh Ha MeHs. Ho MOHCTPOB mM06GIM30CTH
He OBIJIO ¥ 3a CUTyalluel oHU HabJIiomamy U3 maneka. BIoimHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO JIFOIU UCIIOIb3YIOT
Maru4ecKui HHCTPYMEHT, ITOIOOHBIN TOMY, KOTOPHIM MCII0Ib30Baiu Ha ®upe... ¥ U3-3a 3TOT0 JEMOHEI
He MOT'YT MPUOIU3UTLCS, faXkKe eCIu 3aX0TsT.

[Tpoxopst paccTaBIeHHBIE MTAlaTKH, ST CMEJIO IBUTAJICS BIEPeN, JaXe He IBITasCh CIpsATaThcs. Jaxe
KOT[a COJIZATHI IIIJIU IIPSIMO Ha MEHS, OHM HUYero He 3aMevajld U, IPOCTO MIPOXOAUIN MUMO. ITO
OBIIIO CBSI3@HO C HAaBBIKOM CKPBITHOCTh. YeM HUMKe 0YKHU HaBHIKA, TeM HUXKe 9QQPEKTH, HO... BU/S, KaK
3TH pebsTa HUYEro He 3aMevaloT, S MOTY CKa3aTb, YTO OHU ITPOCTO MejKas pribemika. M BOT Tax,
IIPOM[IS Yepel Jlarepb, HUKEM He 3aMeYeHHBIH, S ITOOOIIeN K OIpeelieHHON manaTke. [1o cpaBHEHUIO
C OpyruMu, oHa Oblyia G0JbIlle U TPaHAKO3HEE.

«... ITO, HAaBepHOE, OHA.» — B3TJISTHYB Ha Heé, 51 6e3 KojeOaHu IIPOCKOIb3HY I BHYTPb.

— ... KT0 3mech? — KakK TOJBKO $ BOIIEJ, HU3KUM, OCTOPOXKHBIM T'0JIOC CIIPOCHUII O TOM, KTO 5. — ...
0Ox0? [ToxoxKe Thl 3aMETUIT MEHS?

«Kaxk s 1 gymas, OH CUJIBHBIU. {1 BUEN, KaK YeJI0BEeK BCTAJl C KPOBATHU U B35J1 CBOU MeY, 0OIlacasich
"yero-To", 4TO MPOHUKJIO B MTAJIATKY.»

9TOT YeI0BeK UMEEeT CaMblil BHICOKHM YPOBEHb CPEOH BCeX OCTalIbHBIX. Ho ecu ObI TYT OBLIT OOWH U3
MOHCTPOB MaJjIoro OeCTBHSI, 0 KOTOPEIX TOBOPHIa JIf0, TO OH OHI JIETKO pa3fgaBui 3TOro mapHs. Eme s
yOequsIcs B TOM, UTO €r0 HaBHIKM B OCHOBHOM 3aKJ/TI04ajIMCh B KOMaHIOBaHUHU OTPSIIOB, IIOCKOJIBKY Y
Hero Ovutu TakTHKa ¥ KoMaHgoBaHuUe.

«CKOpee BCero, s He oImu0Cs, ¥ 3TOT TapeHb — KOMaHIUP 3TOH apMUU.» — KOHTPOJIUPYS CBOIO MaHYy,
sI MEJIEHHO YMeHbIuI 3p(eKT HaBkKa, TeM CaMBbIM ITOKa3aB cels.

— THI...

— 3aKpuyullb, u 51 yorio Teb6s, — *3ym*. 4 Ha MIrHOBeHUE BHIIYCTUII CBOIO MaHYy, YTOOLI OH OCO3HAJI
MO0 XKaX/y KPOBU U [IOaBUTh €TO0.

9Ty TexHUKY pabOTHI C MAHOH S OCBOMJI, KOTIa II00OkIBaI B ropoae. Eciu s 4eTKo BIKMBal0 HaMepeHue
"yOUTHL" B CBOIO MAaHHY ¥ UCITyCKAlO €€ B OKPYKAIOIIYIO CPEeNy, s MOTY CHe/laTh CBOIO XKaXOy KPOBU
CUJIbHEe, YeM MIPOTUBHUK. ManeHbKUM Uy 60/IbII0N, BO BCEX KUBHIX CyIIECTBAX 9TOT'0 MUPA €CTh
OpraH [Jisg BOCIIPUSTUS MaHBI, KOTOPHIN ITO3BOJIIET YYBCTBOBATH «IIOTOKM» KaXIhl KPoBU. E€
3(PeKTH TOBOTLHO BLICOKU. XOTh 3TO U He paboTaeT Ha JIofel CUIbHEE MeHs, HO, eCITY OHU TOTO XKe
YPOBHS WIH HUXKeE, ST MOT'Y MCIIOIb30BaTh €€, YTOOB 3aCTAaBUTh UX APOXKATh. A €CITH OHHU elre ciabee,
TO 51 MOTY 3aCTaBUTh X MOTEPSATh CO3HaHUE. M maxke Ha 9TOT pa3, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO pa3HUla B



cusie OblJIa HE HAaCTOJIBKO BHICOKA, YTOORI OH IIoTepPsAsI CO3HaHKME, HO MY2KYHHa TEIIEPh obuBancs
XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM U 3aKPBHBIJI CBOU OTKpBITBII;I PoT.

— ThI KanKuK MIEHOK, 0TBEYAIOILIXN 3a 9Ty apMUI0? — 5 CIIPOCHJI, TaK BEICOKOMEPHO, KaK TOJIbKO
MOT. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 51 [ToBenuTenb [IeMOHOB. Bparu momKHEI Ap0oXkKaTh OT CTpaxa, TOIbKO OT
OHOTO MOEro0 BHUfA.

— ... Her, 9TO He Tak...

.. A?»

— ... OTO mmpaBpa?

— Knsnycs.

«IToropu... A? Cepbe3H0?» — HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO My2KUMHA BBHITJIAAE] 04€Hb OCTOPOKHBEIM CO MHOU,
s He 4yBCTBOBaJI, 4YTO OH JIXKeT... — «KaxeTcs, 3To npaBha. YBaa, 3TO IIJI0X0, YTO MHE Tellephb
menaTth? ITO TaK YHU3IUTENLHO. 71 ObIJT COBEPIIEHHO HENpaB, KOTrfa C TaKOM YBePEeHHOCTHIO BOLIET U
cka3zas "THl XaJKui LIeHOK, 0TBeYarwIlnii 3a 3Ty apMu?". BepHee, Kak s noHA...TouHo. Ecnu
XOPOIIEHBKO MTOIyMaTh — OH He 0053aTeIbHO NOIKEH OBITh KOMaHAUPOM, TOJIBKO ITIOTOMY, YTO OH
CaMBbIU CUJIbHBIU. [epbMoO. f X04y IIPOBaJIUTHCSA CKBO3b 3€MJII0. A JTy4llle BMECTO 3TOr0, IOUTHU U
CcaMOMYy BBIKOIIATh SIMY U 3aKOMaThCA TaM... H-HeT, mogoxkgu. YCrnoKouicsa. XoOpoleHbKo nogymaii. Het
HUKaKNX COMHEHHUM, 4YTO 3TOT IapeHb CUJIbHEUINNH B 3TOM apMuu. ECiiu 3To Tak, TO OH y HETO
IOKHO OBITH M Tofgo0aolee ero cunie BausHue. Ero manaTka Ovlia TakxKe 0OJIbIIe U Iy4Ile, Y4eM
Opyrue, ¥, XOTs OH He KOMaHOUP apMUH, OH ONIpPefe/IeHHO UMeJl K HeMy AOCTYII. Bce BepHO, Mou
pacyeTsl He HaCTOJIKO OUINOO0YHEL. »

— XM, MOHSTHO. THI KA3aJICs CUIbHEHIITNM, T0O9TOMY S TIOAyMaJl, YTO TH OyHellsb KOMaHIUPOM, HO II0-
BUAUMOMY 5 OIIUOCS.

— .. KOMaHI[I/IpOM Ha3HA4YUIIKX COBEPIIEHHO OPYIOoro 4ejI0BeKa. — CKa3aJll 9YeJIOBEK, C O9Y€Hb T'OPEKUM
BEIpaKE€HHEM JIUIIa.

«... [Toxoxke, cuTyauus 37eCh JOBOJIbHO ClI0XkHas. Ecnu s He omubaiock, 3eCh CyIECTBYET
IBOPSIHCTBO, ¥ TI0X03Ke 4eJIoBeK 6ojiee BEICOKOTO MTOJI0KEeHUs Tpudpas BCIO BlIaCTh B CBOM PYKHU. B
m060M ciTydae, MeHs 9TO He BOJIHYET.»

— Torpa THI Gyzments TeM, KTO pacCKaxeT eMy. Bce, 4To g ceifyac ckaxy, epenail eMy CJI0OBO B
CIIOBO.

— ... IloHA1I. — X0TH MYy2KYHMHA BRITTIAOE]I HEPEUIUTEIIbHO, OH COT'JIACHUIICSA, HEe COIIPOTUBIIASACE.

Y Hero HeT HaBbIKa AHAIK3, HO, II0X0XKE, OH IOHUMAET pa3HHuIly MeXNy HaMH. Kak u 0kuganock OT



KOT'0-TO, KTO BHIIIE II0 YPOBHIO 110 CPABHEHHNIO C OKPY2XKAIOIIUMU. Bornee Toro, Bums, Kak OH
Ha6m011aeT 3a BCeM, CIIyIlllad MeHS, OH BEPOATHO, JOBOJIBHO XOPOIII.

— Torpa cnymay BHUMaTENbHO. BH y2Ke BOIIIM Ha MO TEPPUTOPHI0. Ecnu B TocMeeTe
IPOJBHHYTLCA [ajbllie, TO 5 yObi0 Bac 6e3 Kaljiu KajlocTu. MHe HacpaTh Ha Ballu 1enu. Ecnu He
XOTUTE COOXHYTh, Pa3BOpPAYMBaUTECh U YEOLIBAMTE. — YCIIBIIIAB MOU CJIOBA, OH IPOTJIOTHUII CITIOHY, HO
HaOpaBIIKCh XpPaOpPOCTH U CKa3all.

— ... fI-4 X04y CIIpOCUTH KOE-4To.

— CrnpamuBan.

— ...HOqemy KTO-TO, HACTOJIBKO CUJIbHBIN, KaK BB IIPUIIINA JIMYHO C Hpenynpe}KneHHeM?

B oTBeT Ha ero BOIIPOC, g CO 3J10BeLel YCMEIIKOU OTBETHUIL:

— Pa3Be He oueBunHO? [ToTOMY YTO Pa3maBUTh 3TY apPMHUIO JIeTde JIETKOTO.

— Pa3pa... BUTH?..

— MHe a0COJIOTHO IIJI€BATh HA Bac, JIIOfel. Y MeHs HeT, faxke MaJieHInero uurepeca K BaM. Tak 4To,
€CJI BHl He OymeTe MPOTHUBUTHCS MHE, TO s OTIIYIIY BAcC, HO €CJIM BEl CIIPOBOIIUPYETE MEHSI, S
pasmaBiio Bac. Tebe He KaxKeTCs, YTO JaBUTh MyPaBbeB, OOHOTO 3a IPYTUM HamoemaeT?

— IInsg Bac MH He 6oJiee YeM HaceKOMEIe?!..

— TouHo.

XO0TS1 HaCEKOMEBIE B 3TOM JieCy, JOBOJIbHO CHUJIbHHEL. Bomnbliie Bcero g UCIBITHIBAI CTpaX, Korma
YIIEIeThIBal OT HUX. 310 CEPBrE3HO0 TPABMUPYET, KOI'Id OTPOMHBIE HACEKOMEBIE€ aTAaKYIOT. B sTom
CMEICJIE, OYMAIO, MOKHO CKa3adTh, YTO OJISA MEHS HaCEKOMEIE TOPa3a0 OIlaCHEee.

— 3HAuuT Tak. 4 JamM BaM HEMHOT'O BpEMEHHU. YXOIUTE ¥ IIPOI0IKaNTe KUTh, U OCTaBANTECh U
cooxHute. Berbop 3a BaMu, — CKa3aB 3TO, S1 CHOBA aKTUBUPOBas HaBhIK CKPBITHOCTD U yIIIET,
PACTBOPHUBIIKCH BO ThME.
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