— Aaaaa, oHO Yy MeHd Ha nuue! Ha nuue!

CTpaHHOT0 IIBeTa KUAKOCTh yIaja CO CTPAHHOTO JIepeBa IPsSIMO Ha MOIO ITEKy... 3TO OTBPATUTEIIHHO.
[TpsiMmo ceityac, MBI OTYasIHHO y0eranu OT I'PYIIb MypaBheB pa3aMepoM ¢ cobaky. Mix 6v110 o
abcypra MHOTO, HEKOTOPHIE M3 HUX, JaxKe UMeJH KPBIIhs Ha ciinHe. CHavasa ObII0 HECKOIBKO
JKWBOTHBIX. HU 0uH U3 HUX He OB, 0COOEHHO CHUJIBHEIM, TIO3TOMY S, TPOCTO YOUIT UX CBOUM
CTaJIbHBEIM CTEPXKHEM, CpeIu HUX OBIJIO M HECKOJIbKO MypPaBheB, HO ST He 00paTH/I Ha HUX BHUMAHUS U
BCe paBHO yous ux. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi IOSIBUIIOCH OO0JIbIIle MyPaBbeB, HO g TaKke YOUI UX, He
3adyMBIBasich... OMHAKO OHU He MepecTay MpUOBIBATS.

HVx mosiBnsimock Bce OojibItie U O0Jbilie, 1 YeM OoJiblie 51 uX yOuBaj, TeM 0oJibie u ObICTpee, OHU
TIPOMOIKAJK IPUOLIBATh, ¥ BCKOPE MHI ITePecTaIu CIPaBiIsaThcs. Ho GorbIe Bcero mopaxasa ux
CKOpPOCTh. HecMoTpst Ha TO, UTO S CHIEI Ha CIHE HeBepOsSITHO ORICTpOro ®upa, Mbl He MOTJIH
OTOPBATHLCS OT HUX. Mol TapTHep ObICTpee Ha HeOOMBIIMX KOPOTKUX TUCTAHIUSX, HO OHM, KaXKeTCs,
Ay4ille B IIUTeNbHOM MapadoHe, XoTs ®up Bce emure OeHpHUP, T0ITOMY OH MOXKET, IT0 KpaliHe Mepe
TIOTIBITATHCSI COXPAHUTD AHCTAHIIMIO.

— M-MmoxeT ObITh, OyfeT JIy4llle eciiu S cle3y? — CIIPOCHUII S, HO OH OTBEPT 3TO.

4 He ynetalo, motomy uto Oup GLICTpEe MEHS, K TOMY K€ ¥ MypaBbeB TOXKE €CTh KPBIJIbSI, T03TOMY
MeHs GBICTPO MOMMAIOT, eCJIH S MOMbITaNCs yoexaTh o HeOy... OnHako Oup He MOXKET OTOPBATHCS OT
HUX, TIOTOMY 4TO 5 CUXKY Ha HEM.

— Xoporo... Toraa 1mo3Bosib MHe, TOXe II0Ka3aTh MO0 PEIUMOCTh! — CKa3aB 3TO, s Pa3BEPHYJICA
Ha3ap Ha ®upe. OOBIUHO, U3-3a TAKOT'0 MOXKHO YIIacTh, HO Y MeHs ¢pusndeckas cuna [loBenurens
IeMOHOB, IT0O3TOMY S CMOT yAePXKaThCs.

«YTo Temeps? 4 yKe UCIOIb30Bal MarndeCKuil peBOJIbBED, a MOY CTAJIbHOW CTEPXKEHb HE MOXKET
OOTSIHYTHCS IO HUX, €CJIX OBl OH MOT PaCTSATUBATHCS ¥ U3BUBATHLCS, 3TO OBl IIOMOTJIO, HO MOE OPYyXKue
He MOXKET 3TOro cAenaTh. Torma... Marus? [la, HaYHEM C Marui, s HUKOTOa He HCIIOJIh30Ball
3aKJIMHAHUS B peabHOM 0010, HO S YBepeH, YTO Bce OyHeT XOPOIIO, eCliu S TOBEPIO B cebs.» —
IIPUHSB pellleHue, 51 TYT Ke Hayasl KacTOBaTh Maruio, B KOTOPOM IMPaKTUKOBAJICS BCce CBOOOMHOE
BpeMs.

4 co3pan Tpex 3Meenofo0HEIX IPAKOHOB COCTOSIIINX U3 ropsiuel BOOE, HO 3TO He UMeeT 0O0JIbIIOro
3HayeHUs. BaxkHO TO, UYTO MO 3aK/JIMHAHUSA aKTUBUPYIOTCS, U MOe BoOOpaXkKeHUe YKPEInIoCh
JydIe...

«Wnu, mo KpalHeu Mepe, s AyMar, 4TO 3TO TakK.»

— Coxpure 910! — 51 GpOCUII BOTHOTO JpakoHa B MypaBbeB, OH JIeTeNI KaK MOJTHUS U IIOTJIOTHUIT UX.

«3JTO 3aKIMHAHKE UMeeT IPOCToit 9pdeKT. ATakys Bparos, ApakoH 060payMBaeTCs BUXPEM,
3aK/II04yasi X B BOOHYIO TIOPbMY, U TOIUT. M MOCKONIBKY BOfa MPOJOJIKAET ABUTAThCS C BEICOKOM



CKOPOCTBIO, OHa (PaKTHUYECKH YHUUTOXKAET BParos, KOTOPHIE HITAIOTCS cOexXaTh, Aefas 3TO
3aK/IMHaHUE, MOBOJIbHO MOIHEIM. JTa Marus He [0JIXKHa OblJla UMETh BUJ] APaKOHa, HO g CHeJal ee
TaKOH, IIOTOMY 4YTO 3TO KpyTo. [To3XKe, 1 moxBacTatock 3TuM nepen Jlepu. Bens ecTh onpeneneHHas
POMaHTHKA B TOM, YTO Te0sI BEICOKO OIIEHMJIM 3a XOPOIIIO CAeITaHHOe 3aK/IMHAHUS.» — TI0Ka S AyMall
00 3TOM, MOS Marus 3aBepllniia cBo# 3¢ ¢GeKT ¥ Hayasla pBaTh BparoB Ha KyCKH.

— Baxaxaxa, Kak HacudeT 3TOro, @ MypPaBbUIIKU?

«HeT, mogoxpuTe, IPpOCTUTE, IPOCTUTE!» — MypaBbH, KOTOPHIE ycIienu cbexkaTh, HEMeJIeHHO
KOHTPATAaKOBAJIM HAC KHUCJIOTOM, YTO 3aCTABUIIO MEHSI HEOCO3HAHHO U3BUHUTHCS.

— ITH MypaBbH... — 5, CpPa3dy ke Opocui Ha HUX OO0JIbIlle BOOSHBIX TPAKOHOB.

«... Pa3gpaxaror.» — Korfa 5 3auuTas 3akjIuHaHUe, MOM 3yObl HaualIu CKpexeTaTh ApyT 00 Apyra, u
s TIOYYBCTBOBaJ 0€CIOKONCTBO. — «Marusi paboTaeT Xopo1o, Ho... Bparos ObI0 CIXIIKOM MHOTO. Y
MeHs MII 3aKkoHYaTCS paHbllle, IpeXK/e YeM Bparu nafgyT. [Ipyrux 3akIuHaHUN, B KOTOPHIX S OB,
TaK e X0polll, Y MeHs He ObLIO, Befb 5, TI0Ka IIPAKTUKOBAJ, TOJIHKO BOISHOTO OpaKoHa... YKe
HUYero HeJlb3s U3MEeHUTh, MBI OyeM OKPYKEHBI, eC/IU s HU4ero He Chesan.»

OtkprB KopoOKy peiMeToB, 51 4OCTaJ TPYI MOHCTpPA... ITO OBLIO KOIIYHCTBO IIOTPATUTD €T0 TakK.
TeM He MeHee, 1 GPOCUTI €T0 B MypaBheB, OETYIINX 3a HaMHU.

— CO}KpI/ITe 9T0! — CHaYasa OHU IOMBITAINCh H30eKaTh IMIPENIATCTBHUA, KOTOPOE A 6pOCI/IJ'I B HHUX, HO
KOorga OHH 3aMEeTHIIH, YTO 3TO OBIIT TPYII MOHCTPA, OHHU IIepeCTallx IIPeCJIefO0BaTh HaC U Ha4Yallnu
IMOXHUPATh IIJIOTE.

«993? 4 oxKupman, YTo OH, BCETO JIUIIb HEHAMIOJT0 3aJePKUT UX.»

— ... X-xopomo! Bce uget mo nnany! [laBait cBanuBaTh Oup! — IPUTBOPSASACH, YTO 3TO OB MOM IJIaH
BCE 9TO BpeMs, s IIpUKa3all eMy yberaTs, ofHako, ®Up yXMBIIBHYIICS, TOX0XKe, 3Hasi, YTO Ha CaMOM
Iese MpOU30IUI0 U ORICTPO yOexkKall.

X X X

Kak TonmpKO MBI HaKOHeI cOexKaji OT MyPaBheB, S B3MOXHYII C 00/IeryeHrueM.

— Ax... 4 cnuinkoMm uctoineH. Ha cerogusa moctatouHo Oup.

— Kyy?



— ITaBaii BEpHEMCS U OCTAHEMCS B TOJ3eMeJIbe 0 KOHIA [HA... Ha caMoM [iejie ux YUCIIEHHOCTb
Obly1a OTPOMHOM, 3TO OBLIO CTPAILHO.

— Ky.

— [la, cKOpee BCEro B 3TOM paiioHe eCTh MypaBeVHUK.

MypaBeliHUKY, KOTOPLIE 51 BUAET 10 TeJIEBU30PY B MO IIpenbIAyIlel XKU3HU, MOTTIU ObITH OOIbIIe
YyeJioBeKa, HO C TaKMMHU OOJIBIINMHU MypaBbIMU, MeHS OBl He YAUBUIIO, €CNIU OBl 3TOT OBLT pa3MepoM C
ropy. Mul yapanu, ipeXkfe 4eM 51 CMOT CAenaTh 9Ty MECTHOCTh YaCThIO IOJ3eMeJIbs, HO €CNIU OBl 1
CHenas 9T0, TO BEPOSITHO mony4ut 61 MHOTO DP.

«41 OombIlle HUKOTAA He IPUOINKYCh OIU3KO0 K 3TOMY MECTY, XOTs, 51 ¥ He HeHaBUXKY HaCEKOMEIX, HO
OT 3TO¥ apMUM y MeHs Mpo6exKany MypallKy 110 KOxXKe.» — 5 YyBCTBOBaJI, 4yTo ObUT MHOMaHa
IxoHCOM, yOerarIuM 0T OPAbl BParos.

— OpgHako... — 4 IPOoJoJIXKal AyMaTth, 1oKka Oup Hec MEeHH.

«Cettuac, 51 cnab. [[o cux mop s ObLT B COCTOSTHUY C ITIOMOIITBI0 TPY6O¥ CHUITH IPOJIOKUTH cebe MyTh, HO
s He CMOTY 3TOT0 CHejaTh, eciu 6yny cpakaThCs C O0JIBIIUM KOJIMYECTBOM BPAroB, Kak CErofHs. 4,
TaKXKe MOJIKEH COCPEeIOTOYUTHCS Ha MOEM Maru4eckoM 00yYeHHUH U TOMKITaThCS YBETUUUTh CBOU
BO3MOXKHOCTH aTaKW.» — C 3TOT0 MOMEHTQ, 5 3a[yMaJjicsi 0 HeOOXOOMMEIX aTaKyOIIUX 3aK/IHHAHUIX.

X X X

KcraTu, Kora s moka3as BOASTHBEIX IPAKOHOB Jledu mo3xe...

— FOKwu, medCcTBUTENBHO T HEOOXOOUMO MIJ1s1 HETO OBITh B popMe ApakoHa?

— He o6s13aTenbHO, HO TOYeMY OBl U HET?

— ... Ox napgHoO, MOX0XkKe 9T0, KaKO’-TO CTPAHHKIK (QPETHII TI0Ie.

«He Mory 3710 OTpULIATE.»
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