Yepes okHO, KoTOpoe [1aTcu, cKkopee BCero, 0THepa, IoKa OH XOJIOAHO U 37100HO XKaas 3a 3a00poM,
OnMep MPUCOETUHUIICS K PHIKEBOJIOCOM JIe¥, ¥ OHU IIPOIIIA B ITOMeEIlleHre, KOTOPOe, KakK OH
1IoI03peBalt, ObII0 KyxHel ocoOHsKa. Ero moragka moaTBepauiiachk He cpasy: [1aTcu 3axkria oBe
CBeYM Ha OTMe/IbHBIX JTATYHHBIX MMOACBeUYHMKaX. OQHY OHa MPOTSHYJIA eMy, a IPYTYIO B3si/ia B PYKH.

[Tepen HUM CTOSI PA3[EIOYHBIN CTOJI U3 TEMHOM [IPEeBECHUHBI, TaKOU OOJIBIION, YTO aXKe eciu OBl OH
TIOJTHOCTBIO BHITSIHYJI PYKH, OHU He CMOTJIU OBl IOTSHYTHCS IO €T0 KPa€éB.

OH OBITT TOYTH TIOPaXKEH, TIOKA He YBUEI TPEXBSIPYCHYIO ITeUb, CIIPSTABIIYIOCS B HUIIE, YKPALIEHHON
KPaCHBHIMU IIBETOYHBIMU y30paMu. BoT 3T0 ero mopasuso. B mpuioTe uCnoib30Basack OQHOSPyCHas
1eyb, ¥ OH 3HaJI, HACKOJILKO 3TO IOPOT0; OH He MOT IIPeJCTaBUThL ce0e CTOMMOCTh TPEXbIPYCHOM
IeYH.

— 3aKpoil poT, — BEXKJIMBO CKa3ana [IaTcu SnMepy, ¥ TOT B OTBET 3aCTaBUJI ce0s 3aKPHITh
PaCIIMPUBIIUNCS POT.

Korpa oHa mnepeceksia ATUHHBIM CTOJI ¥ HallpaBUJIach K IBEPU B KYXHIO, OH BAPYT OKJIUKHYII €€: —
Crpaycuxa.

OHa cKaJja 4earoCcTH.
— IlaTcwu.

— W gTo MHe Temneps AenaTh? XoOuTh 3a TOOOM 10 msiTaM? — IIMepP BO BTOPOM pa3 OTMaXHYJICS OT
TOTO0, 4TO [I3TCU TpOM3HECca CBOE UMS.

— Ecnu xouemb? — OHa ynbOHYIaCh, ¥ OTOHEK CBeYM 3aMepliaj Ha e€ ry0ax, Ka3anoch, 3a0biB, UTO
TOJIKO YTO ITOIIPABIIsijia ero.

— {1 He X04y, — IPSIMO OTBETUJI JJIMEDP.

— Torpa genait 4yTo X0o4elns. § yXke 3HalO, IOe XPaHUTCS TO, UYTO MHE HYKHO. £ IPOCTO OTIIPaBIIIOCh
Ty[a, BO3bMY €ro, U MBI YiUAeM. — XMBIKHYJIa [1aTcu.

— 3BYYHUT IPOCTO, — BCTaBUJI JJIMeP. — 3[A€Ch HUKTO HE XKUBET? A MOXKET, 3TO MECTO BTaliHe
SIBIISIETCS TBOMM BTOPBIM AoMOM? KTO 3HaeT?

— 3abaBHO. — OHa OIMyCTHUJIA B3TJISM Ha ero KpaliHe CMeIIHYIO Iy TKY.

— Brnapenbiia ceituac HeT B ropofe. f ybegunach B 9TOM, BhIC/IenuB ero. Ha eé nuiie mosiBUIIACh
YXMBIJIKa, He BhIpazkalolllass HU4ero, KpoMe yIOBIETBOPEHUS OT OOHOTO U3 €€ MHOTOUMCIIEHHbIX
IIPECTYIIHBIX TIOOBUTOB.

— Torpa THI Morjia OBl ITOMTHU HA 9TO B OMMHOYKY, 3aueM OpaTh ¢ co00i TeIOXpaHUTEIs, eCIIA JOM
yCT? — OTPBIBUCTO CIIPOCHUIT DJIMED.

— Ero gBopenkuii. OH HUKOTTIa He YXOOUT. — [I3TCK CMOpILIKIIa JIUI[0 IPU 3TUX CJIOBaX.
9nmMep BCKUHYI OPOBb.

— 3HaAYuUT, 5 30eCh He B KaUeCTBe TEJIOXPAHUTEJIS, a B KaYeCTBe TOTr0, KTo OyHmeT coolIaTh o
IIEpPEMEIIEHNIX TBOPELKOTr0?

— Hert, — Ilatcu OTBEPHYJIACh, IT0OX02KeE, CKPhIBAsA YTO-TO OT SJ'IMepa, KOrpga OTBe€Jla I';la3a OT HETO "



HallpaBHJIa UX Ha JBEPb KYXHHU.

— [lemnait 4TO X0UeIllb, TOJILKO OYOb 3Mech, Korfa s BepHYCh, WK CHapyxku. — OHa yKa3asa Ha
BHEIITHIOI CTOPOHY ABepU KyxHU. — KOMHaTa IBOPEIKOT0 HaXOOUTCS Te-TO HaBepXy, TakK YTo
MOZKelIllb He OECTIOKOUTHCS O TOM, UTO CTOJIKHENILCS C HUM 3[IECh.

Y, He roBops GoJbllle HU CJI0Ba, OHa OBICTPO ¥ HE3aMETHO BHIIIIA U3 KYXHU, OCTaBUB JIMepa OGHOTO.

TyCKblid, MEPLAIOIIUY XKeJITHIM CBET, IIAIIYLIUY B IOACBEYHUKE, KOTOPHIM JJIMep JepxKaJl B pyKax,
OCBeIIaj BCE BOKPYT, II0Ka OH OTJIIALIBAJI KyXOHHOE ITPOCTPaHCTBO. OH He cpa3y yCTall OT TUIINHEL.
Ka3zasnocs, 0H yxke MHOTO JIeT He 0CTaBaJICsd B TUXOM MeCTe, XOT4...

«Hapmeroch, OHA HE TOHPABUTCST MHE, 3TO GYHET IJI0X0H BEIbi0...» — B3TOXHYJ DIMEp ¥ HalpaBUJICS
K CTOJTY, er0 MEeTOM OT/IMYaJICsi OT BAPBAPCKOTO METOMa, KOTOPHIHM ucmonb3oBasa [1aTcu. OH Obin
YTOHYEHHBIM — HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJILKO MOXKEeT ObITh YTOHUEHHBIM KPECThSIHWH, — a OHa HEeT.

BrIiiig 3 KyXHU, OH OKa3aJscs B poiie 0COOHSKA, U XOTS CBET €ro CBeUU OCBeIlasl JIUIIb OaTbHUM OT
HEero KpyT, C MeCTa OH OLIyIlal HeoObITHOCTb 3TOTO 3asa.

SnmMep npoién ganbiie B ¢oiie, ocBelas ero Be3ze, Ime TOJIbKO MOXKHO, YTOOH YBUIETh, KaKue
IIPeKpPaCcHBIE Y30PHI OBITTH BBEIIOJTHEHHI, ¥ He OBII pa304apoBaH.

doiie BHIIIAOENO Taxke 00Jjiee BOCXATUTEJILHO, YeM BHEITHUY BUI OCOOHAKA.

Ero ceet BII€PBBIE KOCHYJICA 0606B, KOTOPBEIMHA OBLIIH OKJIEEHBI CTEHEI — II0 KpaﬁHeﬁ Mepe, HaCKOJIBKO
OH MOT BUIETE. O6ou OBILTH U3 TKAHU HaCHIIIIEHHOI'0 OPaHZKEeBOI'0 IB€Ta — €CJIM OH B 3HaJl, YTO TaKoe
«HACHIIMIEHHBIW», HO 9TA TOYHO BHITJISANENH TAKOBBIMHU, — YKpaH.IeHHOfI BUTKaMH HepeHHeTéHHbIX
IIBETOB M JIEIIECTKOB, KOTOPHEIE TaKXKeE€ TAHYIUCH 110 BCell IJTNHE.

[Tom HUM CTOSITI CTOJ U3 JepeBa C MeTaJabHOM OTIEIKOM, a Ha HEM — 30JI0TOM KaHAensop, 60IbIne
TIOXO0XKMH Ha JOPOTYI0O PEIMKBUIO, YeM Ha TO, UTO [OJKHO HECTH 3aKKEHHBIE cBeuu. [1o KpailHel
Mepe, Ha TOM, KOTOPHIM OH BUAET ceryac, CBeuu He OBINI0, TaK YTO, BO3MOXKHO, €TI0 MBICITH OBbLIIH
BEPHHL.

«He Tak yX mmoxo OBLUTO OB OMHAXKIE 003aBECTHCH OCOOHSIKOM...» — JJIMEP HAKJIOHHUIICS BIEPEN 3a
CTOJI, TIPePBaB Iay3y, ¥ MeOJIeHHO MPOTSHYJI MaJIbIbl, HAMepPeBasCh MPUKOCHYThCS K U3LICKAHHOMY
KaHOensopy.

«Mei01 OB TOXKE 9TOr0 XOTesa... Eciiu OBl TOJIBKO OHA MOTJIa...»

OH 0CTaHOBWJI CBOM MBIC/IM Ha IOJIIYTH, OTAEPHYII MabILl U C YIEIOKOM 00epPHYIICS, HagesiCh elle
Pa3 OKMHYTh B3TJISIIOM KPAaCOTy 0COOHSIKa — Ha 9TOT Pa3 He IBITAsICh MPUKOCHYTHCS K 4eMy-Iubo.

Korpa 9nmep mepecekan BeIMYeCTBEHHYIO IECTHUIY B IIeHTpe (oiie, 0 KOTOPOH, BEPOSTHO, MPOIIIa
[1aTcu, BHasneke 4TO-TO TPOXHYIIO C TUXUM 9XOM M 3aCTABUJIO €70 IPUHSTH 000POHUTETBHYIO CTOUKY,
CJIOBHO XWIITHHKA, 3aTHAHHOTO B yTOJL.

Ero rpyznb pe3Ko Hanpsriach, a 6poBu CCYTYIMUIIUCh, Korna OellleHble MBIC/IY HAIIX CIIOCO0 37100HO
3aIlITOPMHUTH €T0 TOJIOBY.

«Y4T0 9TO OBIT 3@ 3BYK?» — CIPOCHUJI OH ce0s1, 3aCTHIB Ha MECTe.

«Pa3Be OH He moHOcucd... [lorogute, morogute... Pa3Be OHa He cKa3aJlia, UYTO HaBerY? Ona TO4YHO



CKasaJla HaBepxy, uiu 9T0 ObUT gBOperkuii? Het. OHa cKasaja, YTO JIBOPEIKUI ToXKe OBIJT HaBepXxy.
KTo-TO emige...?»

SHMep 3HaAJI, 9YTO HE IIOJIYYUT OTBETOB Ha CBOH BOIIPOCHI.

Ho d4To0 emé emy ocTaBanoch geflaTh B 3TOU cuTyauun? bexkaTh HaBepx U UCKaTh e€? C 4yero Obl OH
BOOOIIe Hayasl IIOUCKU B TAKOM OTPOMHOM OCOOHSIKe? A BHIKDUKHBATh €€ UM He OblI0 HUKAKOM
BO3MOXKHOCTH, 3TO TOJIBKO YCKOPUIIO ObI X TIOUMKY.

MozxkeT, eMy pocTo cbexaTb caMoMy? OH IoKaydasl rOJI0BOM IIPU 3TOM MBICIHU. TaKOW BapUaHT HE
paccMaTpuBacs.

Tak 4To 2Xe OH MOT cfenaTh? IIPOCTO CTOSITh ¥ XKAaTh, TIOKA TOT, KTO 9TO OBIJI, BEIAAET ¥ BCTYIIUT C
HUM B KOHTaKT? OmnpenenenHo HeT! Y yxk TeM Oojiee OH He coOUpascs IPOBEPSTH €ro.

Ha maHHBII MOMEHT JIY4YIIXUM BAPHUAHTOM OBLITO CIIPATATBCA.

Kak OynTo mist Toro, 4ToOw yOemUThCS B MIPABUIBHOCTH 3TOTO PEIleHHUsI, 3BYK 3aXJIOMHYBIIEHCS
IOBEpHU MOHECCS OTTyMa XKe, OTKYyHa pa3falics 'POX0T, — Kak y0emgumncs nMep, 3T0 OBIIM XOObl BHU3
IO JIECTHUIIEH.

On TYT K€ 3a[yJI OTapPOK CBE€YH U IIO-KPRICUHOMY r[p06pan05{ II0O CTEHBI KyXHH, CIIPATABIINCE 3a
IIOJIKOM, KOTOpPasd CTOAJIa HedaJIeKO OT OBEpPH. Tenepb OCTaBaJIaChb TOJIBKO IIOJIHAA THIIWHA.

CrycTs HEKOTOPO€ BpeMs DJIMEP YCIIBIIIAI 3BYKU MPUOIUKAIOMIUXCS TSIXKETBIX [IIar0B, KOTOPHIE
npuOIUXKaIKUCh TaK MEAJIEHHO, YTO Y HEro CBesio XXKuBOT. OH BCKUHYJI TUIKYIO PYKY — Ty, 4TO OBINa
cBOOOMIHA OT MOACTABKH IJIsI CBeYeH, — K JIUIY, CTapasiCh MPUKPHITh POT U HOC.

«3T0 110X0...7?» — JIuio JmMepa CKaloch U cTano ONedHBIM, a KaleabKy I10Ta BHE3AITHO BHICTYIINIIN
M3-TI0] KETIKX Ha NI0Y.

[ITaru cTaHOBUIIUCH BCE OuKe U ONMXKe, ¥ He YCIIeNl OH OTJITHYThCS, KaK 3a ABEePbhI0 KYXHHU, TTle OH
IPsITasICs, 3aMeplial OTOHEK CBEYM. A TIOTOM IIaTru IPEeKPATUIIUCE.

SnmMep IPOBEJ JIAIOHBIO 10 JIUILY.

«[Toxanyuicra, gBUrauTech Buepen... [loxanyicTa, 3acTaBbTe TOr0, KTO TaM €CTh, IBUTaThCS
BIIEPEN...» — B3MOJIMJICS OH, HO KoMy OH Mojuicsa? Kakomy umentno bory? OnHoMy u3 60T0B,
KOTOPHIX OH Ipe3upan? ITo Oblja JuKas MeuTa, eCJIM OH BEePHUJI, YTO OHU OTBETST HA MOJIUTBEL TOTO,
KTO UM He TIOKJIOHSIEeTCS.

Ero nonoxeHnue OBIJI0 CMEXOTBOPHBIM.

SnMep IPOBEJ JTafIOHBIO IO JIUIY, BABIXask COJNIEHBIN MPUBKYC II0Ta, B HafgeX/e, 4YTO eTro
B3BOJTHOBaHHOE IbIXaHUe He Oy[eT YCBIIIaHO TeM, KTO CTOSJI Ha IOJIYTH K [IBEPH.

Y3Has 11 3TOT YeJIOBEK, UTO OH IPSUeTCS Ha KyxHe? MoxeT ObITh, OH OCTaBUJI KAKHE-TO CJIE[IbI
cHapyxu? [Ipu nocnegHen MBICIH DIMep TUXOHBKO II0Ka4as rojgoBoii. OH HUKAK He MOT [OMYCTUTh
Takou omubku. OH He X0TeJl, YTOOB ero MmouMaru.

9HM€p Kpernyde CXKaJl IIOJCBEYHUK B HpaBOfI PYKe, HagedCh, 4YTO ero HallPA2KeHne XOTb HEMHOT'O
VIAXKETCA. Ho rge-to B FHY6I/IH8 HCIIYTaHHOT'O CepAalla OH IIOHKMMAJI, YTO 3TO JINIIb MHMOJIETHOE
KeJlaHue, KOIr'a eH.[é OOHA KaIlJId I10Ta yIIaJla Ha €TI0 O4YKH.



«JTomxeH nu g 6exath? [IpsiTaThes Mu MHe manbine? [TomoxkmuTte! OkHO. OKHO BCE €Ié OTKPHITO. 7
MOJKeH ObITh B COCTOSTHUHU BHIOPATHCS HApPyKy, BEPHO?»

OnMep IMyCTHII rj1a3a B 6eCopsiqoYyHbEe MeTaHUS, CJIOBHO MCKaJl YTO-TO IIOTEPSHHOE, a 3aTeM Pe3K0
OCTAHOBUJ UX [ABUKEHHE, IPUKOBAB K CJIerKa MPUOTKPHITOMY OKHY, PACIIOJI0KEHHOMY IIPSIMO
HAIIPOTHUB BHYIIAIOIIEro O1aroroBeHre pa3menodyHoro crona. Ho pasberaromniecss MBICIIA He aBaiud
€My HU pacciabuThCsi, HU OTHOXHYTE.

OHY 3aHMMATKCh TOJIBKO TE€M, UTO He JaBajii eMy IPUHSTH TBEPHOe pelleHre, KOTOPOe TOMOTJIO Okl
ero Heny, ¥ Temepb TOBOPUIIU eMy, YTo 0exXaTh Yepe3 OKHO, Ha KOTOPOe C TOCKOH CMOTPEITH ero
OpoxKallye Tiia3a, TOXKe He CTOUT.

«Torga Kakoro yepTa s JOJIXKEH...»

[ITaru BHe3aITHO BO30OHOBUIKNCH, ¥ KTO ObI HY OBLT 3@ JBEPHIO, OH IIOIIEN B CTOPOHY KyXHU. OTOHb
CBEYH PA3ropasics BCE spue, TSKeJIble IIard CTAHOBUIIMCH BCE TpoMue, a cepale JaMepa KOJIOTHIIOCh
BCE cuibHee. YesloBeK BOIIEN.
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